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TEMPLE WORSHIP IN CHINA. =
L BY-YAN PIOU LEE.. co

~Of all she ‘iinumerable structures -de-
-diented - to! religions.-uses . there areé none
_more quaintand spléndid than the temples
6f Heaven und:Barth which wre found'in
- Pekin, China. - The Chinese call -them "al-
‘tars, but they are really. magnificent tem-
1es; built of costly muberials and surround-
ed by grounds of vastextent. .
- The altae of the. Supreme

Ruler "of
Heaven is in the south-eastern quarber of
the enpital; an the castern side of the yond
which, running north and south, cuts the
city inbo two equal portions, It stands in
an’enclosure three miles in eireumference
“iind consists of - round terrace with thred
stages, each ten feeb-high and respesiive-
1y 120, 90, and 60 feet in dimmeter, It
is--paved - with marble : .
and protected by balus-
trades,. The tilo roofs
are painted blue to re-
semble the sdzure of
heaven, .- ©

The illustration is that
of the altar erected to
the Spirit of the Buarth,
which ‘stands on the
gther side of the vond
above mentioned and "
divectly opposite to the
Temple of Heaven.
This -building is similar
in shape to the other,
with  the diflerence
that it has two stages in-
atend of three and the
dimensions are also dif-
ferent. ‘Thisaltarstands
in an encloswe aboufs
two miles round, in
which muay also be scen -
three other ndtars “de-
diented to the inferior
spirits of the heavens,
the planetJupiter, Shun-
Nung, the mythological
inventor of agrieulture.

It is o curious fact,
illustrative of Chincse
fgmorance- of - the real -
shape of thic globe, that ™
the buge of the altar to
feavth i sqquare, whiles
that of the altar to
Henven is round. _-

The color sacred to
heaven is azure, henco
‘the vobes worn by the
emperor in worship
rendered to it are blue.
Yellow, ow the other
hand, is a color peculiar
to the earthy hence, yel-
fow gowns are worn in
the cevemonies perform-
ed on its altar. .

I'he sacrifices offered
to heaven wudearh wero
enjoined by Confuciue,
and the wadouf canduet-
ing them are minutely
preseribed by theancient
Book of Rites, They are
not the only deities that
constitute the Tantheon
of the State, but every-
thing in the materialuni-
verse is  worshipped,
such agsun, moon, stars,
mountaing, rivers, vte.y
besides the spivits of de- .
consed  monarchs and
Confueius himself. .

The worship of these supreme powers of
uatare and of dead monavehs is confined to
the Xmnperor, the imperinl clan, the nobles
and high ofticers of state, mul is forbidden
to the common people under penalty of
whipping ov strangulation.  The monarch
‘is the high priest of this State religion,
while the hicvophants who assist in the
different services are all, like himsolf, Con-
fucinnists. : y . .

The time for performing sacrifices. to
hieaven is at the winter, solstice, while the
carth gets its shave ab the summer solstice.

The preprrations made are the smme in
cither service and beat everything of the
kind in elabornteness, ~‘fhey are interest-
ing enongh to merit arecital, . In the fivst
‘place, those who intend to participate must
‘be free -from. Fecent erime  ageitist “the
law, and not intmourning. - . S

The sacredness and solepmity of -the oc-

Lof worship,

ensfons o evidenced by frequentablubions, | Tigion, with its cold vitualism, should have} About a fortniglit, however, after her dis--
‘taking of vows and fasting for thiee days,

with a complots’ change ‘of raiment.  Be-
gidos, the hicrophants are obliged to vecupy
Ionely but elean chunbers, and at the

sanie time abstain from, judging eviminals,”
 fvom listening to music, from atbendance

ab feusts, from dvinking wine, and” from
cating onions and garlic. The punishment
for-neglect or omission ay o forfeiturs
of salavy, or the bastinado, which is gener-
ally commuted - for o fine. The animals
sacrificed to Heaven and Barth ave heifers,
bullogks, oxen and pigs or sheep.  They
must be healthy and without o defeet.
These vietims go through a process of puri-
fication ninety days previous to their be-
ing brought o the altar, .

Chinese sacrifices differ from those of the
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Romans, Greeks and Jews, in that the
vieting are butehered the day before and
afterwards hrought to thealtar all. dresséd
and ready to be ent and distributed to the
Inmgery worshippers. L
he imperial high-priess. does not: deign
to  perform the highest act of homage to
the: Supireme Powers of the Universe,
strange to relate,. Thit s the -so-called
kou-tow, consisting of three kueolings,
ning howsand ning kuocks of the head :
but the Iass are omitted by the Son of
Henven, : R B
~All the eeremonies héing involuntarily
performed show n Inck of “hemtiness and
sineerity which we associate with the-idea
They are so preeise, cold and

formal, 1k the common icople miny con:
gratulate themselves on being éxemnt from
them. ~ e ;
" TIbis no wonder thab such'a heartless re-

crushed al) hat is spivibua! oub of its Dlind
adherents. 16 alords additional proof, if
any wero needed, of the utter inadequacy
of nutural religion to satisfy man’sspirvitual
noeds. ' T

But there is one feature of this State
worship whieh is deserving of praise, and
that is the annual plonghing ceremony per-
formed by the Emperor and the grandees
of theEmpireatitho vernal equinox.” Those
who tike part assemble together in the
morning on_a ficld sacred o agriculture,
within the enclosure wherein the altars of
the Tarth and of Shun Nung stand, and
there, one after another, take hold of the
plough drawn by a water hbuffalo and plough

a number of furrows, fivst of all the Bm-

peror and after him the ministers. In this
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manner does the. Chinese Government
dignify the Iubovs of the husbandman, and
sets an example for all its subjects to follow,
It is worthy of mention ns n piece of eon-

‘summatestatesmanship, ~Hlustraled Chris-
Adan Weelkly, .

A DEVOTED MOTHER. !

A lady residing in Glasgow had o hand-
some eab senb to her from Edinburgh, 16
was conveyed to hor in o close enrringe,
The animal was cavefully wabtched fov two
wonths, but huving had & paiv of -young
oneg ab the end of that time, she was
left to her own discrotion, which she.
very soon employed in' disappearing
with. both  her kittens. The lady in
Glasgow wrote to her, frieud “in ~ lidin-
burgh, deploring her loss, nnd the cat was
suppused to have found & new home,

Py I .

appearance from (lasgow, her well known
mew wagheard ab the streeb door of her
LTdinburgh mistress ; and-there she was,
withboth herkibtens. They were very fat,
sho very thin. . Tt is clear she could only
carry onoe kitten ab o time, * The distanes
from Glasgow to Kdinburgh is forty-four
miles, s thab, if she brought onc kitten
part of way and then went ‘baek for the
otlier, and thus conveyed themalternntely,
she must have trawvelled one hundred and
twenby miles ab least,  She also must_pro-
bubly have journeyed only during the night,
and must have resorted to many other
precauntions for the safety of her young.
The story seems incredible, but the Child- 1§
ren's Friend gives it ay a-fact, ‘
—————— .
A THRILLING
EPISODF

One of the impressive’
incidents that character-
ized the closing sesgion
of tho recent annual
meeting of the. Waomni's
Presbytevian Bowd of
Missions of the Novth
West, heldin Davenport,
Ta., was the following, ns
reported by The Jntervior:
Mrg. Van Cleve, of |
Minncaplis,who,though
whout eighty  years of
age, hasstrength of body
andmind that is wonder-
ful, saying Lhat she wish-
ed to tell o sbory of in-
terest to the delegates,
stated thatin her travels
.in Northern Dalkota, she
once saw,near one of the
uld Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s trails, the gmave
of a woman, amisgion-
ary, who was mwrdered
by the Sioux Indians
aboub thirty years ago,
_ being shot twice through
" the lungs us she was at-
. Lending to her sick babe

in the night, the light of

her eandle showing her '
form to the swvngeswho |
were Turking outsideher
eubin.  Her husband
buried her there, and
placed a tombstone, pro-
perly inseribed, at her
grave, A settler took
thatslab, brokeitin two,
andmadesteppingstones.
of it for the back and
front doors of his house,
Mrs. Van Cleve then
told of hersearch for fur-

g

ther information con-
cerning  the mnrtyred

misstonary, and of her
olitaining 1t through o
_package of letters sent
from Indin. by a covre-
spundent of the husband
of the murdered woman,»
Mra: Van Cleve’s objeet
in her address was the
aising of a tund by the
Preghyteriesintho North
West to build & suitable
monwment  over that
grave.. Mrs. Well, of
Oxford, Pu., to whom
the Jetters were forward-
ed from Indm, had senta
Adollar for the puepose.

Ag this poiub in the nareative a Lidy's
trembling voice inquired, *May I say o

word ,“Curminly," yeplied Mrs., Doug-
Iass.  *“Your-name, please #”  The voce,

still- trembling, but giving no name, con-
tinued @ ¢ Whabmissionary waswmy brother,
aud hig murdered wife was my sister-m-
Iaw) He was David Drainard Spencet. :
The cldér ehild in the eabin that night has
been o missionary in Turkey ten yoars!
The babe that Mrs. Spencer held in her
arms when she wag shot lins beena devoted
winister’ in Iinois & number of yeirs 1
The speaker’s name wag afterwards given
ag Mys, Drew, of Xvansville, Ind., who
stated that Mr. Spencer died about three-
years ago in Benzonin, Mich, Tt is said
that it didi’t take that crowd long to mise
and hand to Mrs, Van Cleve o gitnd
“abarter” fora fund for avew and suitablo
momunent to the mewmory of Mrs, Spencer,.




