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prerogative the special duty and
privilege of woman. The eternal
principle of mother-love is strongly
manifested by Eastern wives. Ainong
the Arabs the birth of a girl babe is
no cause of rejoicing, but of the
reverse, and, indeed, is soinetimies
aceompanied by the groans and re-
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proaches of the ncarest of kin and
the tears of the mother. The babe
is Ilwrapped in swaddling clothes,"
as was the Divine Child of Bethle-
hem, and, swi, ed like a littie murn-
rny, is placed in a cradie. Otten the
skull is distorted quite out of the
normal shape by the continuai pres-

sure; indeed, "there is hardly one
well-shaped skull among the hian.
dred Syrian students at the college
at Beyrout," says one of' the pro.
fessors, ",they are ail fiattened on the
side during the first year of infancv."1

ilAs soon as lie ean creep," wriies
Marion Harland, "lthe ehild is tosscd
upon the bosom of inother earth, and
left to -'hustie' for himself among
his fellows. When drowsy he
crawls into a corner and goos to
sleep like a littie brown dog; if
hungry he cats whatever cornes with-
in reach of bis dirty hands that comi-
rnends itself to his judgment as pos.
sibly eatable. At night he huddles
down in the one garment he lias
worn ail day, close to brothers and
sisters, to gain wvarmth through thi-
sunless hours from their bodies.

"cWhen bis mother is in a good
humour she strokes and pats him

and fiings h-;m a
fig or morsel of
sweet cake;
when she is busy
she kicks hlm
out of ber patli;

~ when angry-
and this is often
with the igno-
rant, untrained
w orne n -she

~ takes a stick to
hlm and swears
volubly, cursing
theday in which
lie was born and
invoM;ng the
vengeance of
heaven upon his
undutiful soul."

Children's toys
in the East can
vie neither in

number nor ingenuity nor variety
with those of the favoured boys
and girls of Western lands. Neyer-
theless there is evidence of the ex-
istence in the very cradle-lands of
the race, of toys almost identical
with those in use in our nurseries
to-day. The accompanying eut
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