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IlMaterilietie evolution muet
ever, and neceesarily, fail to ac-
count for the higher nature of man,
and also for hie moral abborrationB.
These only corne rationally into the
system of nature under the sup-
position of a higher intelligence,
from- whom maxi emanates, and
wlioee nature he shares.

"lBut on this theistic view we are
introduced to 'a kind of unity and
of -avolution for a future age, which
ie tho great topie cf revelation, and
ie net unknewn to science and phil-
osophy, in connection with the law
of progress and development
deducible from, the geological liistory,
in 'which, au ascending series cf
lower animale culminates in man
hirnself. Why should there net be
a new and higlier plane, of existence
te be attained te by humanity-a
new geolegical period, ee te speak,
lu whieh present anomalies ehail be
corrected,' and the grand unity cf
the universe and its harmony with
its Maker fully restored. This je
what Paul anticipates when lie tells
us cf a 'pueumatical' or spiritual
body, te succeed te the present
natural or 'physical' eue, or what
Jesue JRirnself telle us when Rie
says that iu the future state we
shall be like te the angels.

'lAngele are net known te us as
objecte cf scientiflo observation, but
such au erder cf beings le quite
conceivable, and this net as super-
natural, but as part cf the order cf
nature. They are created beinge
like ourselves, subjeet te the laws cf
the univeree, yet free and intelligent
and liable te errer, lu bodily con-
stitution freed from xnany cf the.
limitations imposed on us, mientally
havixxg higher range and grasp, and
consequently masters of natural
powers net under our control. Iu
short, we have here pîctured te, us
an order of beings forming a part cf
nature, yet in their pewers, as
mair aculous te us as we niight be
supposed te be te the lower animale,
coula they think cf sucli thinge.
This idea cf angele bridges over the
great natural guif between huxuanlty
and deity, and illustrates a higlier
plane than that cf man lu. ie
present state, but attainable ini the
future. Dim perceptions of this

would seemn te constitute the
substratum cf the ideas cf the
eo-called polytheistic religions.

"Ohrietianity itef le lu this,
aspect net se much a revelatien
cf the superuatural as the higlist
bond cf the great unity cf nature.
It reveals te us thé perfect Mani,
Who le alec one with God, sud the
mission cf thie Divine man te reBtore
the harmonies cf Ged and humanity,
and coneequeubly aise cf mani with
hie natural enviroument in this
world, aud with hie spiritual envi-
roument in the higlier wcrld cf the
future. If it le true that nature
new groans because cf man's. de-
pravity, ana that man 'himself
eliares in the evils cf this dis-
harmony with nature around him,
it je clear that if man could be
restored te his true place in nature
lie would be reetered te liappinees
and te harmeny with God, and if, on
the other liand, lie cau be restored te
harmony witli God, lie will then aIse
be restored te harmeny with hie
natural environment, aud se te life
and happinese and immur.ality.

"It is here that the old stery cf
Eden, and the teaching cf Christ,
aud the prophecy cf the New
Jerusaleni strike the sanie note
which ail material nature gives forth
wlien we interrogate it respecting
its relations te man. The profouud
nxaniner lu which these truths appear
in the teaching ofeChrist lias perliaps
net been apprcciated as it ehculd,
because ive have net sougit lu that
teaching the philosopliy of nature
which it centains. Whien lie pointe
te the coxumon weeds cf the fields,
and ske us te coneider the garments
more gergeous than those cf kings
iu which God lias clothed them, aud
when Re says cf these samie wild
flewere, se daintily made by the
Supreme Artificer, that to-day tliey
are, and te-merrew are cat inte the
even, ne gives us net merely s
leeson cf faitli, but a deep insight
inte that want cf unison whioh,
centring lu humanltîy, reaches ail
the way from the wild flower te the
God Whoe made it, and requires for
ite rectification nething lees than the
breathlng cf that Divine Spirit
whlch first evoked order and life
eut cf primeval chaos."


