84,
<haree, the remainder bemg divided among
the Lodges in Rio Janeiro and a few private
holders.—The T'nangle.

(The Editor & Pr Z)rie!ars do not hold them-
selees responsible for the opuions of
Correspondents.)

MONTREAL, MARCH, 580l.

Previous to our giving up all hope of a ma-
gazine or perodicat i Canaga devoted to the
mterests of Freemasonry Leing self-support-

ing, we have determined with laudable am-!

bitton to send a copy of he March number to
every lodge in the Province. We are ex-
tremely unwilling to beheve, or even be led
to thunk, that out of nearly one hundred and
fifty lodges underthe Graud Lodge ol Canada,
and say, perhaps, a dozen winder other dispen-
sations, they are wnwilling or unable to sup-
port a journal whose wterests are wholly de-

THELCANADIAN TREEMASON.

T e T eV S AL

' ON VOUCHING FOR BRETHREN.
By the Editor.

I'ise pracuce of vouching or asserting in
-open Lodge that the Brother seeking admis-
stat has been regularly entered, passed, and
-rused 1 a legally constituted lodge, has been
rot late years, more espectally, a growing and
' permicions practice. Among the older Ma-
sonic wnlers, it was seldom if ever resorted
“to, ¢ Every apprentice being well understood
i the work of his maister » uor indeed do
fwe find the halit on the increase till about
the year 1800, when many who were known
ito be brethren, though teo ndolent to keep
tthemselves duly posted in the Ritualistic por-
:uou of our ceremonies, were ¢ certfied”’ for,
cand from that period upto our own day, as we
have before said, the evit 1s on the 1 _rease.
i1t 1% by no means & misnomer to c: 1l 1t an
evii, suice we have known the most unplea-
I eaut results follow the examination of a visit-
! myg brether, after he had been « duly vouched
"tor* by another brother. Many other equally
| chsastrous effects would result, were the mys-
teries of our order jeopardized by being placed
m the hands of those who have neither time
nor ability to arttend to them. What we.most

* continuing its publication.

voted to aflording such lormation, aud dis- |41"-\'1°“5‘)' desire 15 10 set PefNe the bre.\hren
semnating such 1deas felative 10 the exoteric | what we should or do con§|der as the veritable
portions of our science as wiil cuabie gur MAasonic Taw on the question, and we feel sure
readers to be at once Oright as weit as pro- l'.hat those who have the mnterest of the craft
perly mtormed Masons.  Five or six members 3t heart will at least gwve us credit for the
from escli of the above-mentvucd fodges, 300"1 autention of preserving everything eso-
taking the paper, would insure its continuance, !187‘ ic from the profane.

and at the same time prevent a direet loss 107 Qur first proposition is, that no brother vouch
the propretors. We fecl that we have ful- | for another brother, taless Ac has sat in open

filled om mission faithlully, and 1n some, and  lodge with hum, aud then vouch only to the |

nota few cases, received the cordial thauks | eteat of the degrees wlich were at that time
of the brutherhood, Lut we canuot Lut feel at | under conswleration.
the same time that our Amencan brethren | Secoudly, That when one brother vouches
can fur y charge us with want of manliness, |, tor, or vecomes, as 1t were, security for ano-
want ol nuck, aud generosity, should we al- | yer, e does so trom a distinet understanding
low the tung to diey as 1t were, w the bud. [1hat any exammation or gueshonng relative
Whats: “they?  Qur Canawan brethren can- { (g the brothes’s proficiency kad been conduct-
not sup, wt 3 paper at the fow price of $1,00 ¢4 ,n the presence of one brother (at least)
per am un, suiely they must be poorly mi- | equally competent with the examining bro-
formed .pon what goes ou 1n the Masome ther, who shall bealso sausfied as regards his
world; id v it - What acaudle us 10 @ quantications, and that the sad examination
room to alford a meaus by wiich one obgect {1y all cases take place i the anteroom of the
may be distngwshed from another, 50 1s a{odge in which he secks admission. We are
masonic penodical to the fraleniity.  As any weil aware that to ttus rule the objection wilt
exponer of patticular views on Masonic sub- | e raised, * how then are you to afford masb-
jects, it: columns have ever been open to the | nic chanty 17’
craft, mi | we trust that not a litle sound in-|  But 1o this we readity answer, by saymg,
formaue » has been disseminated among the | that to all rules there are exceptions, and to
membe: » of our order. all well-governed lodges there is 2 charitable
As th. continuance of this Joumal will de- committee, composgd of at least three mem-
pend er ~-rely upon the result of this month’s | bers of the lodge, the R. W. M. being either
canvass we earnestly request all who pur- | an acting member, or one ex officio, and 1t1s
pose subscribing to send down their names a {in cases specially commg under this rale,
ance, accempamed by a remittance for the | wluch would fall mare patticularly under their
ensuing year, (this, however, ean be paid after ' notce.  To vouch for a brother, withoat hav-
the st May proxnnn) A goodly show of g sat w lodge with him, betokens a want of
subscribiers will be our only inducemedt fu.  nanly firmness and true masomic spint on the
lpart of both the voucher and the party vouch-

PSSP
ed, the latter requiring a voucher usually as
a cloak for his ignorance, if not for some baser
purpose, while the former is desirous of ap-
pearing to be some one, by introducing mem-
bers of lodges superior, perhaps in social po-
sition to his own, thereby lcading the brethren
to nmagine he has sat in these lodges, or else
in concert with the party desiring admission,
in violating the most sacred promises, and
reapin eternal damnation. It should be the
earnest endeavour «“any and every brotherto
keep the portals of the temple safe and invio-
late, and surely with the very loose system at
present adopted in respect to vouching, its se-
curity cannot expect to exist as we should
wishy, nor its secrecy be steadfastly maintain-
ed. It requires the signatures of two brethren
in good standing, together with the unanimous
voice of the lodge, by ballet, to even admit
the vandidate to but a very small iuterest in
our ceremonies, and surely when the proba-
bibty exists of lus gaining a further step to-
wards the most holy place, a greater amount
of caution will certainly be required now than
heretofore.

We earnestly call the attention of the bre-
thren to what e have said, and feel that no
offence can be taken, nor any inconvenieace
induced by a rigid adherenco to the rules we
have laid down, but rather a satisfactory
1 knowledge is acquired, the knowledge of feel-
mg that we are really amongst brethien,

*Who can meet upon the level
And part upon the square.”

To those of our readers who are fond of
everything connected with Freemasonry, we
would recommend them to purchase a copy
of the portrait of the Lady St. Ledger, proba
bly the only woman to whom any of our mys-
teries were revealed. They have been pre-
pared at great expense, and n the full hope
of being remunerated by the craft, the pub-
lishers have appended a history of this cele-
brated weman’s initiation in a pamphlet form,
which accompanies the picture.

The low price charged, $2.00, which does
not more than cover actual expenses, should
be an inducement for every mason to come
and purchase.

They are for sale by Bro. Hall, Office of the
Canddian Freemason, No, 2 Place d’Armes.

We are happy toleam that a R. A. Chapter,
under the Grand Lodge of Canada, is being
rapidly organized in this city, the Principals
are, we believe, M. E. Comps, Bemard,
Isaacson and Levey, the latter Bro. P. M. of
St. Andrews Lodge, Toronto. That this was
much wanted, is admitted on all hands, siace
from the unpleasant feelings which were ge-
nerated by the organization of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, many of the brethren here
dud not feel themselves quile justified in being
exalted in-a foreign Chapter. -Thenumberof
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