
Te Orown Prince of Prusia as a .Mason.

cd by the teachings of the order to practice its precepts in life. There.
is no value, he said, in the name of " brother," if the struggle for super-
iority rnads to the discarding of brotherly sentiments. He warned the
brethren against the danger of considering the trivial and unessential
the main object.of Freemasonry. He said that the Grand Lodge of
Germany has been misjudged and assailed because its rites, history and
regulations were not understood, and asked if something corid not be
done to enable larger circles to ibrn a correct judgement. lHe advised
the publication of the history, origil and development of the Grand
Lodge, and urged that body to break through the wall of historical
secrecy, He or(lered a document to be read, heretoforo kept secret, to,
wit: the charter of the Grand Lodge obtained by Von Zinnendorf.
The necossity of a revision of the ritual was alluded to, and it was
acknowledged that the historical criticism of the lay had become a
power, from which even the muost sacred traditions ean no longer
escape. That power, lie declared, was making demiands upon the Order
whicli could no longer be refused. Satisfactory proof of historical tra-
ditions is demanded, and he acknowledged that the requirements of the
present time would have to be complied with. Investigation has been
commenced and would be followed to a satisfactory conclusion. If the
traditions were ceonfirmed, doubts would disappear; and if anything
should prove to be untenable, love of truth would give them courage to
sacrifice it.

le also demanded a simplification of Lodge life, but did not desire
reforms at the expense of those old customs which still possezs and can
dithuse vitality. " bhall the decayed and superflious," he asked, " be
permitted to smother that which is good and possesses vitality? If we
permit this, it will bc our fault that mnany brethren vill never penctrate
to the substance; that some will turn away reluctantly or in derision,
while others will use the Order as a means of gratifying selfislmness and
vanity; so that it will become morally corrupted, instead of iorally
elevated." " Let us beware," ho said, " that by a too obstinate aaher-
ence to old customs, of which we have grown fond, w'e (o not beconie
blind to the necessities of the preseit, whilst the age progresses with
trenendous strides."

11e cautioned the brethren, however, not to proceed indihcrectly, but
to sec that the Order, by its rites and regulations, morally ennobled its
n mbers; for if it did not effect that, their labors, in spite of the rich-
ness of the symnbolism and explanations, would become a useless waste
of time and strength, and degenerate into empty phrases and a barren
plaything. He directed particular attention to the necessityof impart-
ing sufficient information to the brethren of the lowest degree to enable
then to understand wlhat was offered to them.. le did not wish to be
understood, however, thatc the rites and symbolie acts should bc thrown
together proniscuously, or that Entered Apprentices should be promo-
ted to Mastership before the proper time; but that a proper under-
stan(ing should bo obtained from the beginning o? what is ncw and
strange to them. The acts and symbols of the Ordershould warn their
hearts. incite their thoiglh ts, and strengthen the conception of the pre-
sent time, the indispensable condition for which i aproper Understanding.

." Let us discard the fear," ho said, " that we arc doing erong chen ce trans-
fer from the teachings of the hgher degrees into the lower all that fructfies
the latter. It is the best use wce can make of these higher degrees; for, in our
time, the St. John's Lodge is the chief object in Preeniasonry, and therefore of
the highest importance."
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