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ITEMS OF INTEREST

ABOUT THE GREAT CURSE AND THE
GRBAT REFORM.

CANADIAN.

A 8AD ENDING.

A press despatch dated February 5th,
te'ls of the sudden and sad death of a
financial agentat 8t. George, Ont, who
had been drinking very heavily for
some time. He leaves a lurge fainily.

SENT TO JAIL.

At Barrie, Ont. on Feb. 8th, a man
pamed Livingstone was santenced to
il for six months and was also fined
100 for manufacturin i:v oiskey unlaw-

uily. Isthe License Law a failure?

DRINK AND DRATH,

telegram from Ashcroft, B.C. tells
ol death of a Toronto

A NEW OOUNTY W.C.T.U.

Mrs. May R. Thorley of London,
Provincial ident of the W.C.T.U.,
recently visited Cayuga where she suc-
ceededin nrganisi:ga county W.C.T.U.
The newly formed hody at once re-
solved to hold a general county Con-
venton to make arrangements for
c.impaign work in the coming plebi-
scite.

MAKING THEM PAY.

The town of Summerside, P.E.L,
reports a net revenue after pa ment of
local expenses of $700.84 for 1806, from
flnes im for violation of the
Canads Tempernnce Act. This looks
asif there wasa jood deal of law viola-
tion, but it is also evidence that the
suthorities are making vigorous efforts
to have the law carried out.

ONTARIO WINS AGAIN.

The Privy Council of Great Britain
has dismissed the appeal of the Brew-
ers nnd Malsters Assoctation against
the Ontario Government. The Brew-
ers objected to pay license for the
privilege of se ling liquor in Ontario,
cla-min&th&t their Dominion Licente
was sufficient authority. The Privy
Councll sustains the contention that
they wmust be authorized hy the Pro-
vincial Government to enable them to
sell their product.

THE 8COTT ACT_WORKS.

The Charlottetown P.E.I. Guardian
made an enquiry recently into the jail
population ot the city. ere were at
the time %8 prisovers under arrest.
Twenty of these were convicted violat-
ors of the Scott Act. This looks as it
prohibition were enforced an
also makes it appear t the presenoce
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Temperance Reform.

25 CexTs PER YEAR.

NO COMPROMISK.

The City Council of Halifax appoint
ed a temperance committec some time
ago to confer with representatives of
temperance societies regarding amend-
ments to the liquor license law.
temperance societies refused to attend
the meeting stating that they were
orpoted to any kind of license legiala-
tion and therefore could not cousid
amendments to the law. 1t is expect:
that » bill for provincial prohibition
will be introduced into the Legislature
when it assembles.

PLUCKY PROHIBITIONISTS.

The Municipal Council in the town-
ship of Beverley being asked to submi$
a by-law under local option legislution
offered to submit the measure provid
the friends of the temperance cause
would deposit sufficient money to pay
the cost of the election, the money to
be retut ned in case prohibition carried,
and to be retained if the by-law were
defeated. The undaunted prohibition-
ists have complied with this unreason-
able request and are preparing for &
campaign in which they anticipate &
big victory.

A STRONG APPEAL.

Grand Worthy Patriarch, J. M.
Whalton, of the Ontario Sons of Tewm-
perance, has addressed a circular to
the subordinate Divisions of his jurie.
diction. This document contains
stirring appeal to workers in view o
the approaching campaign, couched in
the foilowing terms—: :

Brethren, the time is .wmowm
ayouw&:ocmsmthw
liquor. traffic under legal sanction.
For fifty years the work has been
carried on at great sacrifice. Now the
fute of our cause for a generation is to
be decided. lBe fup ”éndi do'iltilg! . Let!.
every man be found in his place
From every Division 1oom_ window
throughout the land, let the light as a
watch fire glow! With speech and
pen, nnd the influence of example, let
every Son of Temperance strive for
the triumph of our cause, and sound
battle cry, ‘for God and howe,
the native land.”

and

A TIMELY WARNING

We cordin.llr commend to our
readers the following official forecast
of the probable outcome of the ap-
proaching plebiscite which is at the
same time a wise warning as to what
we may expect to follow. We shall be
helped” to the best results in the
approaching conflict if we enter it
with a full realization of what it
involves. Kvery word of these para-
graphs ought to be weighed. They are
taken from the January issue of
Forward, the official organ of the
Nova Scotia Sons of Temperance.

« We are to have a Dominion Plebis-
cite. The results we hope for are an
overwhelminf aficmation of the

rinciple, followed by adequate legis-
ra.tion to be submitted, not to the
popular vote for ratification, but to
the test of time and effects. We dare
hoPe and expect that much.

“What then? Do prohibitionists
expect to repose on their laurels?
Their work has just begun. The
enemy’s subtle tactics for the sub-
version of the law will follow. The.e
will he » flood-tide of misrepresenta-
ton with which they will seek to vility
ration of the law, to obscure
the nefits, magnify the incon-
veniences and imperfections unavoid-
able at first in & law involving such
im t changes in business and

as the suppression of the liquor

«1f we have not profited by the
lessons of thke expertence of bitte
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besn successful in making cases
for sternal
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veady for a protreacted,
desperate war.

It is to be no miniature
sham-fight. Never in the world's
history was there such an array of
wealth and influenca standing in the
pathway as a deadly inenace to its
civilization, a foe to Government, law
and order. Canadn for prohibition!”

FOREIGN.

THE PROHIBITION PARTY VOTE.

The official statement of the Pro-
hibition Party vote of the United
States shows that 130,483 votes werve
cast for Levering, the prohibition
candidate. The number cast for
Bidwell, Prohibition Party candidate
in 1802, was 270,710,

LIQUOR BELLERS BARRED OUT.

The Grand Lodge of Free Madons of
the State of Minnesota, has debarred
liquor sellers from members of the
Order in its jurisdiction, and has also
ordered that persons who are members
and who may hereafter sell liquor, be
expelled.

A TEKTOTAL ATHLETE.

Edward Payson Weston, over sixty
years of age, recently walked at the
New York Ice Skating Palace, 103
miles in twenty-four hours. He
attributes his powers of endurance to
the careful temperate habits which he
has always practiced, never using

l intoxicating liquors of any kind.

HOLDING THEIR OWN,

i The different cities and towns of the
of Mnesac

husetts vote every

PR She

B Cete. T - g in Dece
last makes no change in the number of
license cities. One !)mhihit,ion city
has gone back to license and one
license city has changed to prohibition.

INTEMPERANCE AND INSANITY.

Mr. Horace G. Waddin, Chief of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics for Massa-
chusette. has recently made a careful
investigation covering a year, into the
results of the liguor traffic. His re-
port recently published, showe | among
other things, an enquiry into the cause
of lunacy in the cases of 1836 patients
in the State Asylum. Of the cases
concerning which full information was
obtained, Mr. Waddin reports that in
over twenty-five per cent the insanity
was due to intoxicating liquor, that
in fifty-two per cent the intemperate
habits of ancestors led to the insanity,
and that in nine per cent the intemper-
ance of other parties was to blame for
the disaster.

THK NEW ZEALAND VOTRE

Some papers not favorable to the
temperance cause have been endeavor-
ing to make it appear that prohibition
1ecently received a serious set back in
the colony of New Zealand. This
statement hardly coincides with the
facts of the case. At the general
elections in 1894 a poll was taken
on the question also of local prohibi-
tion. The question submitted was
whether or not licrnses should be con-
tinued in the same number as before,
or uced in nuinber, or entirely
abolished. An elector couldif he chose,
vote for both reduction and no-license
or might vote for any of the three pro

wals. The results of the voting on

arch 21st, 1804 and on December 4th,
1806 rvespectively, are shown in the
following table : —

1804 1866

Continue 41,005 134,675
Reduce 168,751 92,272
No-license 48,006 95,820
]t will be seen at once that the
difference in the results is largely due,
to the fact that in 1996 the electors
marked their ballots on the liquor
%”Mon to » much greater extent
they did in 1804. In the later election
about three times as many voted for
lioense, and about twice as many for
pcohib{tlon as in the former case.

THE WEARY CURSE OF RUM.
We hear, until our heat ts grow dumb,

Of all the ruin wrought by rum;
Men plead in prayer and speech and

song

Aganinst this endless world-wide wrong

While from ten thousand wretched
homes

A ceaseless wiiil of korrow ¢ nies,

Where husbands, fathers, children,
wives

Weep o'er dishonored blighted lives,

Or gather round the hopeless graves

Where lie entombed rum's ruined
slaves--

A snd, funeral, endless train,

Who mourna their dead asdonbly slain.

What curse in all this world of woes

So wide and deep a shadow throws?.

What plague so dire pi evades the earth

As that which has from rum its bicth?

War, fuinine, pestilence ~a train

Of triple plagues—have never slain,

Through all the woful ages past,

A multitude of e 1 8o vast

As that which inakes the total sum

Of those who've lost their lives by rum.

Those plagues but steal man's mortal
breath,

This smites him with the **second
death”

Those make the hody's grave their
goal,

This kills the body “nd the soul ;

Those stay where once the victim fell,

This digs his grave as deep as hell ;

Those leave heyond all harm and loss

A place for mercy’s healing cross,

This for the man who by it fell

No object but the drunkard’s hell.

O men who love our human kind !

Are ye 80 careless or so b

That ye will shield by voics and vote
nationw. throa

This mouste t.
And gvo him stlil a stroager hold,

All for the cursed love of gold ?

O justice! can thou bend thy bow
From storm-clouds o'er this scene of

woe

And stay thy bolts or simite the wrong

For human hands too old and strong?

O Thou who rulest over all !

And nearest whene'er Thy children
call,

Come to our rescue, Father, come,

And stay this hli};:hting cnrse of ram?

—Rev. Jouel Swartz, D.D.

“FIVE MINUTES MOPE TO LIVE.”

A young man stoo | before a large
audience in the most feartul position a
human being could be placed—on the
scaffo-d] The noose had been adjusted
around his neck. In a few inoments
more he would be in eternity. The
sheriff took out his watch and said:
“If you have anything to say speak
now, as you have but five mninutes more
to live.” What awful words for a
young man to hear, in full health and
vigor!

Shall 1 tell vou his message to the
youth about him? He burst into tears,
and said with sobbing: *'1 have to
die! I had only one little brother. He
had beautiful blue eyes and fiaxen hair.
Hlow | loved him! I got druuk, the
first time. I found wy little brother
gathering strawberries, [ got unrry
with him, without cause, and_ killed
hiw with a blow from a rake. 1 knew
nothing about it until I awoke the
next day and found myself guarded.
They told me, when my little brother
was found, his bair was _clotted with
his blood and bLrains. Whiskey has
done it. It has rnined me. I have
only one more word to say to the
young peo, 'e beture I go to stand in
the presence of my Judre. Never,
never, NEVKR touch aunything that can
intoxicate!”

Think what one induigence in drink
may do! This youth was not an
habitual drun . Shun the deadly
cup which strals away your senses be-
fore you are aware of it; for you can-
not kuow the dreadful deeds you may
commit while under its influence.—~

Sunday-School Messenger.




