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FOR te amateur grower wlîre onlya few pots of tiiese slîowy plants
are requircd, it is best to purcliase

tiie tubers in Marcli or April, ratiter tItan
arow thcmn froni sccd. Wicn purclias-
ing tubers get titer as solid and firm as
possible: Soit, pulpy tubers do not give
tgood results as a rule. The tubers
sltould bce about anc and a quarter ta one
and a half incies in diameter, or larger,
ta get goati fiowering resuits. Bath
single and double flowering dormant
tubers can lic purchased at ail large
seeti stores.

BTARTDIG TRE TUBERS
There is no botter material for stairt-

ing the tubers in than pure santi ai nat
too g ritty a nature. Tubers can lic start-
cd in sandy sal, or in choppeti moss,
but thev do not start a!- readily or as
sntisfactoriiy as in santi. The tubers
ny lie startcd singly in small blirce or

four incht pots, or a number ai themn may
bc starteti in larger pots, sced panis, or
in shalloiv, %vell draincd boxes. A box
three inches decp, andi ten or tweivc
inches square, wvill holti ten or twelve
ordinarv çi7cd tuberç. Bce sure and place
thle tuberq the right -,-iv up in the' santi.
1"îaallv the' concave, linhlow, or the fiat
sâk ai the' tubers shIoid lie tppermost,
-and thc round or convex 4dc down-
warcl. Tit' top ai the tuber shouli bce
îuçt under lht' stirface oi the santi when
~et in pnçition. The tubers rnay lie set
nisite close tagither if a number are
,7rntvr., so as to aimost touch eachi athcr.

%X,-ier the' tubers %v'ifl tepid watcr,
temprrature af watcr about fifty de--
zreq Kcep the sand well mist, flot
Inn wet The temperature ai the room
îhc.y are grawn in shouli lie fram sixty-
five ta scventv degrecs. If a box is
uçic, s.omie li.aîf inch holes shouiti be
bored six inrhes -ipa-rt in the bottom cf
tht' br.x. Artificial drainage, sucb as
broken flower pot. coarse gravel, coal
cinder, or lump charcoal about %n inch
in depîh, shotuld ialso bie uîset in the bot-
tnnm ai the pot or box, ta cnsurc good
drainage. Càooti draiage is very essen-
tiai at ail sýtagesq Of the gZrowth Of bC-
t:nnias-. In ahout a mnonth from starting
ilici, ihIr tuhers 1houilti be roolcd.

CAUR A" aUUvRwt
Wben the' tubers have a izoat Taot

,n-scvic stairtct andi mots about an inch
ti ken--h nnd top growth just started,
îhe% niy bc potteti slngzl3 in thret or
loi,, -nCh pots in rather liglit sal. A soi!
m.,*: of st>x parts ai jgood Ioafliy poittfl

"ine part fine s;nndi ani cric part of
leaf rnouuld relnixed, will m-«ke a gooti
roo.Y..fft for the firs;t pottingq. '%V.ter
the frÇtl wèll onze aier potting, but do>
not keccp it t00 %vet airer, for a ime.i
Whcri top gmvth has well starteti more

wvatcr may lie given. Whcri the plants
have become iveli rootcd in the small
pots they may lie rc-pottcd inta the flowv-
ering pots. Si-, or seven inch pots cani
uîow lie uscd, fer vcry sîrong plants an
ciglît or aine inch pot is not tao large.
Use neariy an inch in dcpth af drainage
materiai, and a soi! riciier in fertilizers
titan ever before: E'ight or ton parts ai
loamy, potting soul enriclîct withi cow
manuire aini onc part sand, well mixcd
togetiter, makies a good soi! for thcm.
Leaf moulti (or black moulti) is not gooti
for themn as it induces a too rank soft
graîvtl. If the soi! is ai a clayey nature
a little Icaf mould may bce used.

Do flot di.sturb thc roots oi the plant
w~lucn re-potting only ta remnove thc aid
drainage. Disturbing the roots of tiiese
plants aftcr starting is oftcn disastrous
ta them. WVater them well once aiter
potting, thoen kecep thec soi! aniy bareiy
moist unti! grawth has welI starteti
again. Set the pots in n %varm %vtndr'wv
anti sitade thern fromn thec hot suni at ail
times. Sprinklc the foliac ovcfiîead
but very seldom, if :ît ail, and only on a
fine bright morning, as it wvili cause the
le-ives ta spot and dccay, if tliey arc kcpt
toa damp. Watcr the plants iih tepiti
ran wvater if possible. Put a stakec ta
support the groivth eariy, as te grw
ts vcry brittie and ceasily damnageti.

PALL ANI) w"r CAltE
Whcn the plants are tîtrougli flotver-

ig andishn sigris ai dyirig town, -ive
thli lcss î'-ater until the faliage is quite
%cilou%, whten no more %vatcr shouiti le
-given ilîcm. The pots, just as they arc,
sitoulti now bce stooti away in a cool,
not toc) dry raom or ccllar, tcmperaturc
about forty-fivc dcgrcs, so as ta kccp
the tîtbcrs dormant. Thicy ilii require
no %vater until spring, un!ess the place
thicy arc kcpt in is vcrv dry, andi thoen
oniy a slight sprinkling- «In Mardi er
April shalie the tubcrs ont oi the _' il1,
andi start thent as liciare mentioncti.

1 have kept tuliers in the ivay dcstrili-
cd for sevcri or ciglit %,cars anti flowercd
ilheni succestilly. Lctting thc tuliors
stay in te soi! in pots is itici lictter
îlai taking theni out cf tic soil ini the
fal! andi 1,cping tbcm ini saind, if room
rari lc foîînd for storing tlbcm in the
wvay 1 have nicritioncti.

Tubers mny lie stairteti indoors ana
tic plants set aut about the second wvck
ini Jutre. Thev like n fnilly rich, liglit
loanîy soil, wcldriancci, and a flOt too
sunny position. Thc-y arc not vecry re-
liable plants for bedding out. The tub-
ers shoulti bc dujg carly in the autunin,

Micorc frOst, andthebb tulicrs packcd in
dry sand or soil in shallow bo\es, andi
placeti away for te %vanter in thc saimc
wvay a%; for titosc growi in pots.

If a large number of plants are re-
quircd it wouid bic best to get a packcet
of sced of a good strain and raise thicm
from seed. The tubers wvill flot bc large
cnouglî to floixcr the first ycar frani scd
startcd in a winclov. By soving the
secd in Febriîary or 'March, tubers about
half an incli in diamneter cani be grown.
Sow the secd ini a sliaiowv, wveil drained
sccd panl or box with lioles through the
bottom to allowv of froc: drainage. Place
about an incii of brok-en flower pot or
lump charcoal in the bottorm, over this
place a laver ofi mass or fibrous soil. ll
the pan or box ncarly lcvci full with
liner soi!, wvith hall an incli in depti of
%cry ruse soi! on the surface. A soil corn-
poscd af four or five parts of ioamny pot-
ting soil, one part sand, one part leaf
mauld, one part of fine lump charcoal,
will malie a good compost for the sced.
Thec surface of the soi] slîouid bc quite
leve] and fairiy firm.

SOWING TME SVM~
Sowv the sccd broidcast, ratier thick-

iv on the surface. Tie sed is vcr fine
and should bc baircly cove.red vjýit a very
fine covcring of light mnatcriai, put on
careiuily %viîl the fin-ers and thumb. 1
have found a cov-cring of one Part of dry
leaf mould. onc part of fine sand, and
onc part of dust charcoal mixed weii to-
gether, a good covering for the scd. A
picce of glass wvhitcncd aver iightly with
white .i.,.sh shou!d bce phiccd over the
box. Mlie glass should be tilted just a
1ittie to, admit a snîai quantity of air.
Later on, wvhcn germiunation starts, more
-tir andi liglit shoulti be guvecn, buc thec
seed miust flot bcecxposed ta the hot
suni at any time. Wantcr the secti ver
carefully %vith a very fine spray so as flot
ta rinse. Thie box or pani may lie stooti
in about two incites of wvater in a large
tub, and watered by absorption if a fine
sprinklcr cannot bli nd.

When the seedlings rire large enough
to handie thcy niay bce trainsplainteti into
siîailow, wceil drained boxes in a com-
post af four -:r five parts loarny potting
ioil, one part santi, and anc part Ieaf
niouid. They cari bc potteti Iater into
throe inch pots in. thc sal reeammexdcd
for the large tubers in pots. The au*,-
umn andi wintcr trcatmcnt of the smal
tubers is very rnuch the samne as iven
for te flowering tubers.

Careful attention to the ventilation of
hot lieds i.s ane ai the important means af
miaking plants stocky.

Mti3 ' housc planis sufTcr (romi z ne-
rleci. to Nvaier rcgulairly. Sonie are
ties that arc kept in sunny windows re-
quire watcr cvery day.


