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elements in good proportions, ta meet
general requiremients, 1-and -.t the an
dime point flie %ay to compounding spcc-
ial mixtures to suit special cases.

FWtrIllàZER 341X'rUUES
Horticulture is a branch of "intensive"

farming. Thîis means that in looking ta
secure a maximum production of crap
-,e uise an excess ai available plant food.
The garden soif is ta be regardcd as a
bank in which we seek ta have always to
our credit il large amount of available
futids. This excess ai plant food, howv-
ever, from tlic considerations in 4lie pre-

A Simple Form of Hotb.d
x description or howr to ulakco a botbed< %cas
lutl,çlied in tile M:xrch lsut of The Canadian

Horticulturiat.

eding paragraph, must bc a -%vell balanc-
cd ont. For garden crops in gencral,
including fruits and vcgctablcs, the fol-
lowing may bc iised, the application
ranging from rive hundred pounds ta fi!-
teen hundred pounids an acre, according
in flie condition and charactcr of flic soif,
and tharoughiness wvith %ihich wve intend
Ia cultivate and take care oi the crop-
Nitrate ai soda, 200; superphosphate,
1oo; bone nie.l, 200, and suiphate of
potash, :!00 lls. Mix iveli just beore
using and I roaidcasqt on tht preparcd soil
in the springr andI tlaoroughly incorpar-
-tc w;th the surface soif. An adraix-
turc witb, say, anr c9unl weight of dry
loam ivill facilitate an equablc distribu-
lion of the fertilizer. If the saoif is saur,
poorly drained andI dciidecnt in lime, basic
slagM (an alkaline phosphatic fertilizer)
mayi be substituted for the superphos-
phlate il. îlîis formula. If the soif lias
been wcll ninured for a number of sea-
sons, tht nitratt ai soda may bc reduc-
rdin tanfe hundred pounds.

Tf e purchasc ai te various fertiti7zer
inagredients and home mixing is Nencral-
ly to bie adviscd, as being chenper than
buying a brand ai ready mrade fertilizer
n alj lowing the gardener ta marec con-
omtically use fls plant food by modifying
thic proportions according ta the nature
ni Ille soi] and oif the crop ta bc fertlized.
Thi,, saindy soils -ire rnturahly poorer
in polash titan clay soifs; soils tlint have
for years been liberally dressed wvith
znanitrc will bc richer in nitrogen than
lons flint have becn scantily dressed;
'vect:ables and fruits makec a large de-
mint on tht notash stores of the soli,
whilr cercal crops are very modernte in
'ietr potash requirenients. Thest and
ifaan. çimilar considerations allow thc in-

itlg~tmn to alter the proportions
somcwhiat in such a formula as wc hav'e

given and permit a considerable saving.
If, how%%ever, on the score of canven-

ievre ih is clcidecl to purchase a rendy-
mixed fertili?.cr, one hiaving a guiranteed
analysis as follovs mny be cliosen in tlic
place of the foregoîng: Nitrogen, tfarce
and -s hait ta four and a hlalr; available
phosphoric acid, seven ta nine, and pot-

ascighlt ta ten per cent.
(Tu bc, contillui:4d

Celery for the Homne Garden
ieorge Daldwie. Toreato, 0.t.

No homec garden, no matter how small,
is caîîîplete withauit a french of celcry,
tlîoughi frnt persona-l observation in thle
gardcns or people whnm 1 arn icquainted
with, the, proper quality and size af cet-
cry is not brouight out as it shauld and
czin bc (flle.

The elenicuts, of succcss in celcry growv-
ing arc nîany. First and foremiost
-among theni ks a love for your work. If
vol <Jo flot likeC your jobi, you wvi1I neyer
bc .1 real1 success.

Bv the finie this is in print it %vili Le
ton laie for solving tlic seeci of Carly ccl-
cry, but you can procure aIl] tht plants
voit require tram local sccdsnîen at rea-
sontable raies.

Provicling vou can makze rooni for a
three row trench, 1 would recommetici
White Plume$ Paris Golden and Rose
Ribhed Paris. As soon as seedlings have
got threc leaves, prick thcm out ini
more spaice, gîving them about one inch
of roocan ci W.vay, keeping thean as close
to the glass in the hot bed as possible ta
prevent thern gctting tao long and spind-
lv. Stir tlic carth frequjently îvith a
sinaîl pnhnicd %tief, and whcn they are
about tvo incite.% highi transplant agaîn,
giving thîrc incites of space. About the
Second or third ivecek of May tlhcy %vili
be rendy ta plant ont in the trench.

Early Vegetables
Mot M .. Dubeau, Warren, Ontario

Why do flot our Canadian gar<leners
grow more early cucuambers? It sems ta
nie that mnanv more might bc grown
where the climatc is fl oa severc as it
is up here in the Nipissinji District. Las.t
year 1 hand my first experience in the use
of a hotbed. The seed 'vas not put in
until the last iveek in -April nuevertheles
1 succcded in securing lettuce and rad-
ish, besides cucurnbers. 1 securcd the
first cucumbers on lune 25th.

Froan some that 1 transplanted ta the
open ground on July z2th 1 gathcred a
ciiciimber which weighcd a pound. 1
was somcewhat astonished îvhen ot'r fruit
dealers toltI me thcy iverc still ha-ndhing
importcd cucuimbers which they wcre
stlling at ten cents a pound. 1 also sur-
prised niy nciglibors- by gro,%ving sortie
carly ripe tomatocs. ThL%-. 1 kept pruncd
severcly. They produccd ripe tommates
on A-agust ist, wbich is considmrd maly

up here for very fewv ripe tomatocs have
been grown, ind none to my knowlcdge
before Septcniber wvhen hicavy frosts are
usually expcctcd.

Plannintg the Vegetable Garden
W. J. Kerr, Ottawa, ont.

At titis scason of flic ycar, flic gar-
<lcncr anci those fortunzitc enough ta
have a garden, slrnuld be planning
for flic future crop. Bv thc time of
flic :ppcarancc of The Canadian Horti-
cuit urist for April, many wviIl have hot
bcds made :and seed alrcady sown. The
preparation anîd caring for a hot bed is a
very intercsting pairt of gardening but
whierc it is not possible for the amateur
ta make i bed lie may arrange Nvith saine
professional gardener ta st.art his carly
vcgetablcs, such as cautliflowcer, cabbage,
tamnatocs, peppers, melons, cucumbers,
astcrs, verbenas and others. Then, -Mien
they are ready ta trensplant, the ama-
tour may get: ]is plants in the flats in
wvhichi thcy have been started and trans-
plant thcmn inta cold fratres or hot beds.

It is %vcJl ta secuire the best seed of)-
t;iinable. Chcap sccd is uistally dear :ut
.-iny price but it docs flot ticcessarily fol-
low fihai: flie most expcnsivc is the best.
1 %vould recommcnd fliat flic readers of
mie Horticulturist write the seedsmen
ridvcrtising ii this paper, and get their
Catalogues, and select the varicties of
carli class of vcget.iblcç rnst suite<l ta
lheir %vants. Thesc secds should bc in
tlîeir lhands before pLinting time and
whcrc possible shauld "ne tested for ger-
mination and if of low vitalitv should
bc discardcd and frcshi sed procured
clselwhcrc.

Il is always w~ell ta haive the land plow-
cd or spaciec in tlic fait so, that sucli vcg-
ctahles as peas,. carrots, onions, parsnips,
lcttucc and radisics; m.-y hc sown as carly
ais the 1and is in nice -%vork.abllc condition.
The soif should be ralccd do'vn to a fine
tilth and tlic sed soivn a cfepthl corrcs-
poniing %vith the size of flic sced. That
is, vcry srnaîtl seeds should bc sowru ini
vervY shallow trenches, wv1ile larger secds
should be sown deepecr. It is always
well Io sow in long rows if possible Io
pernmit of the use of the wheel bac; in cul-
tivating, as it matcrially Icsscns the labor
of cultivation. Frequcnt and thorough
cultivation is deir.ible ta keep up a
stcaidy nnd rapid growîh and prevent
-teecds [romn robbing the plants of food
aind nioisture. The frequent stirring ai
the soif about the plants helps preserve
flic noisture in the soif for the support
of the plants during dry %veither.

On the first opcning ai spring it is
wciI to nakc a gencral ciean up of ail
rubbisb about the garden. Burn it, as
yois will thus destroy many injurious in-
sectss-ind faunigous pests that have hiber-
n-.tcd on if, antI which await the warni
wcaç.llirx Io begin their attacks.
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