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handling them, the more confident lowing instinct in certain birds and
grows his sense of kinship with the quadrupeds. are examples of this ; they
world in which he lives. An unsym- disappear shortly alter birth. K.
pathetic adult will wonder -at the In children we observe a ripening of
fascinated hours which a child will impulses and interests in a certain de-
spend in putting his "blocks" togther terminate order. Creeping, walking,
and rearranging them. But the wise clmbing, imitating vocal sounds, con-
education takes the tide at the flood, structing, drawing calculating, possess
and from the kndergarten upward de-; the child in succession ; and in some
votes the first years o education to children the possession, while it lasts,
training in construction and to object may be of a semi-frantic and exclusive
teaching. I need not recapitulate here sort. Later, the interest in any one of
what I said awhile back about the these things may wholly fade away. Of
superiority of the objective and ex- course, the proper pedagogic moment
perimental methods. They rccupy to work in skill and to clinch the use-
the pupil in a way most congruous ful habit is when the native impulse is
with the spontaneous interests of his most acutely present. Crowd on the
age. They absorb him, and leave im-, athletic opportunities, the mental arith-
pressions durable and profound. tCom- metic, the verse-learning, the drawing,
pared with the youth taught by these the botanyorwhat not,the moment you
methods, one brought up exclusively have reason to think the hour is ripe.
by books carries through life a certain h may fot last long; and whilst it
remoteness from reality ; he stands, as continues you may safely let aIl oher
it were, out of the pale, and feels that occupations take a second place. In
he stands so, and often suffers a kind this way you economize time and
of melancholy from which he might deepen skill; for many an infant
have been rescued by a more "real prodigy, aristic or mathematical, bas
education. a flowering epoch of but a few montbs.

There are other impulses, such as One can draw no specific rules for
love of approbation or vanity, shyne' s al this. It depends on close obser-
and secretiveness, of which a word vation in the p4rticular case, and
might be said, but they are too familiar parents here have a great advantage
to need it. You can easily pursue the over teachers.
subject by vour own reflection. There Such then is the little interested
is one general law, however, that relates and impulsive psycho-physical organ-
to many of oui instinctive tendencies, ism wbcse springs of action the teacher
and that bas no little importance in must divine, and to whose ways he
education. o must refer to it briefly must become accustomed. pe must
before I leave the subject. It bas start with the native tendencies, and
been called the law of tîansitoriness ;n'. enlage the pupis etire passive and
instincts. Many of our impulsive i active experience. e must ply him
tendencies ripen at a certain period,f with new objects and stimuli, and
and if the appropriate objects be then make bim taste the fruits of his be-
and there provided, habits of conduct havior, so that now that whole context
toward them are acq.ircd, which last. of remembered experience is what
But if the objects be flot forthcomingshal determine bis conduct wen he
then, the impulse may die out before ýgets the stimulus, and fot the bare
a babit is formed, and later it may beS immediate impression. As the pupil's
bard to teach the creature to react ap. lie thus enlarges, it gets fuller and
propriaely in those directions. The fuller of aIl sorts of memories and
sucking instinct in mammals, the fol associations and subtituticns; but


