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Edueation Departinert 2 How s it that of the seven nuu‘kcdl‘nnd shall I say at times somewhat disiugenuous?!  In tho vne case
changes 1ade i matticulation work by the Senate of the Univer our public utterances are delivered without fear or aflection ; in
sity, during the past year, four proceeded directly from this sec- the other prudential considorations set a watch upon our lips. In
tion, whereas out of the many changes in the High Schoul curid- | the one case hnowing that the curpurations bave neither heart nor
culun made by the Education Department during the same year of [sensibility, wo fearlessly discharge our shafts ; in the other we im-
chango unly a solitary vue proveeded from this section, while many agine that eriticisue of depattinental acts may be coustrued ae per-
of the vthers were iutruduced not only wot with the approval of sonal or pulitical attacks, and we ato apt to hold vur peace even
this section, but cven iu the case of many individual mombers at | when we consider that our vested rights have been invaded ; and
least, with decided disapproral 7 The reasun is apparent.  The consulting, as we think, vur vwn personal comfort, we conventent-
University Senate maldo laste slowly, took us into ther cunlidence, 1y puisue o policy of silunce.  Now happily, we have at present at
Liid befure us the propused clianges in the curriculum, ashed and the head of educativnal allans in Uus Piovinee, o gentlenan whois
accepted vur advice.  The Education Departinent did not give usa | neithot despotic nor mu budiy sensitive, and who scews to thrive on
similar oppurtuuity of pronovuncing it vur corpurale ¢ acity on the ' criticisin aud alimost invite ite If we should veeasionally growl dis-
peopused chittiges, S it happens that the changes e the Univer- |5cut I don’t think we should very setivusly alarm lum, but it night
sity curriculum were either maldo by this seetivn, or being wade by | induce him new and then w throw us a bone.

the Senate, received vur unqualitied approval.  Su it happens that
only an insignificant percentage of the new or amended articles in
the High Schoul curriculum of 1884-5 originated with us, while
many of them—to put it mildly—were not entirely satisfactory.
¢ Many men, many minds,” is the popular proverb, but the pro-
verb of the wise an is * In multitude of counscllors thero is
safoty.”

T have spoken of changes in courses of study. What about re-
cent alterations in laws and regulations 7 Many have been made
during the pasy year., We have had no voice in the makiug of
these laws and regulitions—I mean, no corporate voico. TIndi-
vidual teachers have been consulted and their opinions have been
treated always with courtesy and sometimes with attentive consid-
eration. Dut thissection, as « corporate body, hus neither dérectly
nor indirectly affected in the smallest deyree the educational legislation
of the pust year, and only in an inconsiderable degree has it influ-
enced departmental enuctents.

This section has a legislative committeo whose duty it is to look , . .
after the interests of thus section during the legislation affecting us. Well, can any remedy be suggested for this state of affairs?  For
But you will find if that comnntteo veports that the result of its|™Y part I should .be the ]“sf to propose to ‘“.ld to the dual functions
endeavours will give you no ground for congeatulation, In all this | We at present enjoy the .dls.sagrceablo attribute of remonstrance.
10 rights of ours have been fringed for we have no legal status Such a policy would only irritate, and \vould. tend, fur the present
and no legal rights, but 1 wish to emphasize this fact—that our :.\t least, to lessen rather than to extend ot.xr.mﬂuel‘xcc. But surely
moral rights are otten unacknuwledged and our moral influence is ;1 respectiul fcrms we may, without giving olfence, have free
at times quite inoperative. speech rogarding cvcry‘tlfmg that appcrta.nfs. to our chosen life-

Just here I may say that my remarks apply to a period antece- w(.)rk. In present conditions outsp?lfen eriticism is too apt to be
dent to the opemng of this annual mectmg. Now is their force nnsc(.mstrucd as th? outcons)e of political animosity, but no teacher
affected by the fact that tho minister 18 about to lay before us for “"h" 13 \.\'orthy °.f his vocation would ]‘.01'0 or ‘h?"f’ or anywhero in
our cursory constderation, the Iigh School Regulations of 1885-6 ¢ his ofticial capacity, touch even the skirts of political partyism,

We are, T am simee, thaukfal for the opportumty which rumour says | Do not nusunderstand me. I dv not wish tv be regarded as dis-
the minister will give us of perusing, in cunvention assembled. the ;afiected tow rds the existing educativnal system. I du not fauil to
proposed regulations, and if T had good reasun to bulieve that the | recugnize the many valuable refurms that have been made durmg
regulations would always be in process of making at a perivd co-in-  the last few years in the dumain of education. Our system, notwith-
cident with vur annual mecting, I should be inclined to throw |standing the virulent attacks of root-and-brauch educationists, 1s
much of my paper to the flames, but when I remewmber that twice in | immeasurably superior to the system of the last decade. Bat the
1884, in March, I think, and again in September, new regulations  feeling to which I wish to give expression 1s this: that weasa
were sent tu the schools, T fear that the guod fortune which we ave body vecupy, I shall not say a hamiiating position (for no mdigmty
on this oceasiun tu enjoy, is of the sic Lransit nature, and althvugh has been put upon us), but an eyuivoeal pusition.  We come
1 shall appreciate the faver to be conferred, T must fur the present | here annually, not as piud delegates, bat at considerable sacrihee
proceed with my design. and expense with the hiope that we wmay in some degree influence

Now comes the question—are High School masters of Outario educativnal administration and legislation. We know that we
thoroughly satisfied with tho influence they exert m all matters per- have no legislation.  We know that we have no legal rights, but
taining to their profession? On account of the peculiar position | ve have been led to balieve that our counsels have weight. We
which we oceupy 1 relation to the Education Departiment we are j now, ot by any means for the ﬁrst. time, discover that our m-
disposed to be silent even when we chafe the most at departmental fluence is nut as putent as we cuuld \nsh.. The problem is we—can
vagaries and delinquencies,  Our criticism of the acts of the Uni. extend our influence 7 T think we can i oue or two ways.,  These
versity Senato are bold and ingenuous : our strictureson the acts of ; ways will be suggcstcc} Ly two considerations.  Ifirst, only a small
tho Education Dapartment, except when given sub rosa, are mild, j perceatage of the high schoul masters habitually attend these

Here we are, the representative 1n a sense, of 325 men and wo-
men engaged m the noblest work on carth, not excepting even the
sacred functions of the mumsterial oftice, and engaged, 1 may say,
in tho noblest part of that work, in its middle and most important
stage.  Many of us should have ** o knowledge which a lony ex-
perience in the managoement and conduct of schools and the educa-
tion of pupils, the training of teachers, and the practical use of
text-books, alone can give,” and bemg furly conversant with the
needs of the young natures for whose betterments we are spending
our lives, should we not have mote to say regarding the best
methods of satisfying those needs ?

Our corporate functions ave, as has been said, deliberative and
advisory. Our deliberations have usually been respected and our
advice has frequently been asked and followed, but have we cause
for complacence when most radical changes can be made touching
the very props of our profession witlont an opportunity being
afforded us for passing our opinion theron 7




