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Ediucation Depart mu.t ? Hw 1i it tliat of the seven mliarked and shall I say at tinies somiwlhat disiiguoilius In tho une case
cliaigezs iliade it imat i iculation nurl by the Seiate of the Uni% ir our public utterances arc deliv ertd n ithout fear or aflection ; in
sity, diriisg the past year, four proceeded directly froim this sec- the othier prudential considerations set a watchî uapon our lips. In
tion, where.On cut of the Imlaiy haiges in the lighi Sojoi cairri- the one case knowing that th coirporations have neither hîeart nor
culumi iadc by the EdIucation Departiment during the saine year tif sensibility, we fearlessly dischargu our shafts ; in the otlier wu imi-
ch.ngo ly a ,s>litatry Une procteeded fromt this section, nhilc maII aginic tlat ci iticiasi, of depai tiintal auts may bu construed ar per-
of thet utlier mure iitruducel nout only not niti the appuil of sunal or tttiv.d aLt.tks, and n a r apt tu hold cur peaco evei
tiis seticin, iut u% un ils the U.ase of isaiy indii idtial linemibi:rs8 at %euim nc onsider that Our %usted riglits lI.A buei iavaded ; and
least, with decided lisappi*ro.al ? Tho reason is apparent. Thle consulting, as ne think, ur uni personal comfrt, wc conîveiincit-
Uiîi crsity Seint.. nadu lsiatc alunly, tuck usH initc their Cuisl e, ly puibiu al pclicy cf silucu. Nun alippily, n liavu at prsient at
Lid befure us thpu pUsedcages i the ,urriiiilm, asled aind thc hicad uf eduiuationi all.tiis in tIs Ptu% ilm., a guntleianî %%ho liaS
accpted omur advi.e. Th EJ.atiuin DpIrtminsit dd nut ia c us a ieithei de.,putic iur muibasidLssti c, and n iu secims to thrive un
similar olppli ttuity cf prnunîucingai Uir corpur.îte C aaculty iti the criticism and almost inn% te it. If ve should ocicasiiiilly growl lis.
propusud changes. Sa it hippui fli a that t ie ges ii the UiAiser- sent I don't thiink we should very suiiuusly alari iiii, but t ilniglt
sity curriculum were cither mîîalo b> tlis suetion, cr beiig made ly iniduce hiii ncw and thein tu thirw us a boue.
the Senate, received our inqualilied appruval. Su it liapiIpens tlat Ilero we arc, fle representative mii a sense, of 32 ien and wo-
only ai insignificant perceitage tif the înew or aiended articles in men engaged m thc noblest work on earth, not exceptmg even the
the liigh Slicool curriculum of 1881-5 originated withli us, whilc sacred funions cf the mmister lite, a engaged, I may say,
iiany of tleim-to put it iildly-were not entirely satisfactory. in the ioblest part of that work, in its imiiddle and most important
"' M.iy men, iîaniy mids," is the popular provcrb, but the pro- stage. Ilany of us should lave " a kniowledge whicli a long ex-
verb of th wise inai is " li i ultitude of coinsellOr:s there is perieneo in the management and conduct of secools and the educa-
safety." tion of pupils, the training of teachers, and the practical use of

I have spokenof changes in couirses of study. What about re. text-books, aloie can give." and beutg fairly conversant with the
cent alterations in laws and rogulations ? Mlaiy have beun made needs cf thi ycung natures for whosc betterments w' arc spendmi
during the pasx year. We have had no voice in the making of our lives, should wnot have more Lu say reg.irdn:g the besr
these laws and regulations-I mean, no corporate voico. Indi- nethods of satisfymiig those needs ?
vidual teachers have been consulted and their opinions have been.
treated ainys witli ccîrtcsy aiid soctiîet s witli attenltive consid- Our corporate functions are, as lias been said, deliberative and

eration. Bet thissectio, as a corporate body, las ieither d.rectly advisory. Oui deliberaticus have usually beei respoctcd mud ur
.c.. c advice las frcquently beei asked an,l followed, but have we causenor indirctly afeted m the siiclle dere the ecational leiaslation inplaccîîe wlîî miut radical changes eau bu made tcucling. for coplcec w nmotrdal CgscnbInd ocmof the past year, and ionly ini a inconsiderable degree has it flu- thc very props of our profession witl.out an opportunity being

enced deparLtment.al enactmnuts.' .. aforded us for passing our opinion theron 1
This seceion lias a legislative coiuiiittee wioso luty' it is to look

after thie interests of this section durîng the legislation alfecting us Well, can any remedy be suggested for this state of affairs? For
But you will find if that coniiîîttee repirts thiat the resuilt of its îny part 1 lili.uild be the last to propose toadd te the dua.îl functions

endeavours will give you no grouiid for congratulation, In ail tis we at present enjoy the disagreeable attribute of remonstrance.
ne rhts oif ours have been mfringcd for we have ne legal status Sucli a policy would only irritate, and wouild tend, for the present
and lie legal iighits, but I wish to emphîasize this fact-that Our at least, to lessen rather than te extend our influence. But suroly
moral rights are Olten unacknwledged and our moral influence is In respectful teris we may, without giving offence, have frco
at times quite iiioperative. speech regarding everytiiiig that appertains to ouir chosen life-

Just here I may say thiat ny reinarks apply to a period antece- work. Ii present conditions outspoken criticisi is too apt te bu
dent to the openmig of this animnal meetig. Now is thieir force inisconstrued as the outcoie of political aimiiosity, but no teachier
affected by the fact, that the miinister is about to lay before us for wlio is worthy of lis vocation would hlere or tihere or anywhere iii
our cuirsory considleration, the IIigh Schuool Reguflations of 1883-6 1 lis olicial capacity, touchî civ the skirts of political p.urtyisims.
We are, I am suîc, thîanskfail for the opportumty whicui ruiiour .eays Du not iusuniderstaind Ie. I do not wishi tu be regarded as dis-
the iiiiister will give os cf perulsing, in convention asseibled. tlic affecteld tcn .rds tuhe existing educatioil systeml. I dlu not fail-to
proposed regul.îtionîs, and if I hiad good reason to believe that the recogniize the nauy valuable refurmîs tuhat have been made durmîig
rcgulations ui uld always bu in process of making at a period co-in- the Last few years in the douiain of education. Our systei, iotwith-
cident witi our aninal meetiug, I shiould be inclined tu throw standing thie virulunt attacks of ruot-and-branch educationists, is
mnucl of my paper to the flanes, but wlien I remîember that twice in iîmimeasurably superior to the systen of the last decade. But tuhe
1884, in March, I think, and again in September, nlew regulations t feeling t whic I wisli to givu expression is this: that n'e as a
were sent tu the schocls, I fear that thc goud fortuno whiich we are body occuiipy, I sh.dl not say a hsmatgpositin ufur no indigity
ou tiis occasiun tu cijoy, is of thu s;c Ilta .tI nature, and aîlthugh L s becnî put lupon us), but au equivuCal posît ul. We couic
1 shall appreciate thu fai tu be coiferred, I nust for the presnt lcru auiitially, not as paid dlugates, but at cuusiderable sacritice
proceed with mîy design. and expense with the hope that we iay im soee degree Influence

Now comes the question-are Highi Schiool nmasters of Ontario educatiu.l administration and legislation. We know that we
thoroughly satisfied withi the mnfluence they exert i aill mnatters per- hiave nio 1lhgislation. We know that ve have io legal righits, but
taining te their profession I On account of tie peculiar position we have been led to balieve that our couisels hiave weight. We
wliichi We occupy mii relation tu the Education Departiment we are now, not by any means for the first tiumîe, discover that our i-

disposed te bo silent eveni whiei we chafe the nost at departimuental fluîence is not as putent as ne cuuld nisli. The problen is we-cal
vagaries and delinquencies. Our criticism of tlie acts of the Uni- oxtend Our influence ? I think we can in une or two ways. Thiese
versity Senate are bold and migeniuous : our strictures on thie acts of vays w ill be suggested by twu cansideratiuis. First, uniy a sumall
tuhe Education Departmsent, except whien given suib rosa, are mild, percetitage of the Iigh scliool masters labitu.dly attend these


