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.—GENERAL

EXPATRIATION.

In order to trace, in any adcquate
manner, the career of the early pion-
cers, we must begin in Scotland. It
was there the movement began, and
the struggle was initiated, which had
such far reaching results, both in
tbeir own land, and on the westiern
continent, It required strenuous
souls to make the change from the
land of hens and lochs and glens, to
the vast, almost unbroken forests of
the new world, and it is difficult, if
not impossible for men of the pres
ent generation to estimate aright the
courage and heroism of their High-
land progenitors. Inspired by a no-
ble patriotism, knit to their home by
sacred associations, and the traditions
of many centuries, quaiifiad by their
mental equipment to admire and en-
Jjoy its beautiful scenery, bound fto
race and clan and kindred with the
strong ties of friendship and affec-
tion so charaoteristic of the Gael, it
is hard to appreciate the intensity of
of the sirain or the severity of the
trial. As they gathered in ships and
cast a sad farowell look upon Scotia’s
shore they had before them a voy-
age and an inland journey more {eli-
1ous and dangerous tham the circum-
mavigation of the globe at the pres-
ent day. But 1o counterbalance ail
this there was a prevailing dissatis-
faction wilh their condition under
the heel of more or less oppressive
landlords, and a noble ambitian 1o
hetter their condition, and attain per-
fect freedom and independence. Be-
sides, there were occasional echoes of
the prospwets before them, which

DESCRIPTION.

sirengthened their resolution aad
buoyed up 1heir hope.  Letters
sometimes  crossed the ocean from
the earlier explorers. A monthly
magazine, called the “Gaelic Messen-
er,” edited by Rev. Norman Mcleod,
had been circulated and read exien-
sively in the Highlands, and con-
taind much wvaluable information.
Many of the more daring spirits had
served in the army or on warships,
and others had visited various coun-
tries on whaling or merchant ves-
sels, All these on their return had
wuch to tell to eager listeners, and
on the 'whole, the kpowledge possess-
ed, though comparatively meagre,
was yet considerabie. Not reckless-
ly, but intelligently, with sorrowing
hearts, yel invincible energy and
stern determination, with firm re-
liance on Providence, they calmly met
what was to them the great erisis of
their livs., Besides, in many cases,
they were Tuthlessly driven from
their homes by autocratic landlords
to convert their holdings intoshoep
pastures and hunting preserves.

THE EXODUS.

There ware then no Atlantic steam-
ers. The ocean vovage took from siy
fo eleven weeks. The sailing vessels
were not always staunch, and som»
were condemned war ships. Storms
and head winds often added to both
the duration and the danger of i1he
voyage. Sometimes the death angel
crossed their track, and in his shadow
there was a new and distressing ex-
perience, as the remains of the loved
one were consigned to the deep.




