6 ‘ ' PREFACE.

im nense  extent of time—one half of the age of the world? To the most ;ancient
nations, tho Babylonians, ..the Egyptians, the Phenicians ? Alas, it is all wilderncss
tmrc, a fow fragments of pretended annals;—whieh;—ike the gloomy remains: upon -the
p'ains of Shinar, can neither be referred to the right place in chronology, nor interpreted
s0 as to give thom their right cstimate in point - “of truth; merc continuation of the
confusion of tongues at vBabt,l. Do we inquire of Egyptian litrature for an uncient
book containing authentic details of far ancient times? We arc referred only to  Manetho,
But he wrote so late as the third century before Christ. "All his profcssed cuthority was
cortain “sacred inscriptions on pillurs, which probably never existed. And nothing is
cxant, of even such history, but a fow inconsiderable fragments. We cuquire next of
Buabylonian literature; and arc told only of Berosus, a Priest of Belus. When did he writc?
- No one knows, except that it was somewherc in the pecriod of the Macedoniun dynasties.
What remains of his writing? A few fragments preserved by Josepbus, Kuscb.us-and
‘fatian; of valuec indced, because confirming the  history in the - Bible, but alnost
uscless, without that history. Weo injquirc noxt of Phenician history and are referred
only to the work of Sanchoniathon, fumous for having been usad by Porphyry, (the shrewdest
antagonist Christianity ever had) in opposition to the writings of Moscs. What remains
of it now? Ouc book only; anl that upon the Pheuician theology, and of course
full of fablc; and as a lisiory, unaided by any better, uscless. But does Greece,
ancient, classic, learned Gresce furnish nothing wmore valuable concorninz the first three
thousand years of the world? A'as, of Grick historians, the anijuity of the oldest, whose
names have been preserved, docs not much exceed the times of Cyrus and Cambyses,
Of many of thesc, we have only their names; no knowledgze cven of their subject.
Of the remninder, nothing cxtant  is older than the Persian war. And of that
nothiny is to bz depended on, connected with times prior to the Peloponesian war.
Thucydides assorts, and proves tais.  “ Tie malter preceding that time, (about four hundred
and four ycars, B. C) cannot mnywo, throuzh th: length of time, be accurately discorered
by wus.” Pluatarch, in writing of the carlier perxodu, has to “implorec the candor of his
rcaders, and their kind allo wance for the tales of antiquity.” “As geographers thrust
into tho oxtremities of their maps, those countrics that are unknown to them, remarking,
at the same time, that all beyond is hills of sand, and haunts of wild beasts, frozen seas,
marshes, and mountdins that are inaccessible to human courage, or industry; so, in coms-
paring the lives of illustrious men, when I have passed through those periods of time which
may be described with  probability, and where history may find firm footing in facts, I
may say of the remoter ages that all beyond is full of prodigy and ﬁcuon, the regions
of pocts, and fabulists, wrapt in clouds, and unworthv of belief)”?

So said that learned Beeotian, who knew not the Scr.pturos. So appeared to him the
history of more than three thousand years of the world. Such also would it be to us,
were we dostitutc of the Bible. Just as we now wander among thc mysterious remains of
the race which once possessed all this land, and pausing bencath some lofty mound, crested
with sturdy oaks, which hive stood for conturics and are now nourished with the dccayed
materials of a former gencration; or, measuring the exact angles and regular outlines
of soms vastsystam of warlike d:fcnce, for wiich the traditions of no racc now known
among us have the least explanation, are deeply improssed with the cvidenee that we are




