PREFATORY REMARKS. Caar. I.

With respect to the people of the United States, I have
given those impressions which as a traveller I formed ; if
they are more favourable than those of some of my pre- %
decessors, the difference may arise from my having taken— -3
out many excellent introdictions, which afforded e |
greater facilities of seeing the best society in the States
than are usually possessed by those who travel merely to
see the country.

Where I have offered any opinions upon the effect
produced by the institutions of America, or upon any
great national question, I have done so with extreme
diffidence, giving ¢mpressions rather than conelusions,
feeling the great injustice of drawing general inferences
from partial premises, as well as the impossibility of
rightly estimating cause and effect during a brief resid-
ence in the United States. I have endeavoured to give
a faithful picture of what I saw attd heard, avoiding the
beaten track as much as possible, and dwelling principally
on those things in which I knew that my friends were
most interested.

Previously to visiting the United States, I had read most
of the American travels which had been published; yet
from experience I can say that even those who read most
on the Americans know little of them, from the disposition
which leads travellers to seize and dwell upon the ludi-
crous points which,céqtiiiually present themselves.

We know that there is a vast continent across the
Atlantic, first discovered by'a Genoese sailing under
the_ Spanish flag, and that for many years past it has
swallowed up thousands of the hardiest of our population.
Although our feelings\ar\e/ not particularly fraternal, we




