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Oliver Wendell Holmes—His Life and Worksf
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OLLOWING is the full text of greater gift, his humor, and his che*rtt»k)ess popular, but raanv consider “The Professor” slang of Ade, but that delicate something, so is idiomatic tq the point of daring yet never
an interesting paper on Oliver and vivacity of nature. In 1829 Oliver entered the finer The Autocrat” is like a lovely wedded to true sentiment, which bespeaks the slangy; and circumspect as good society de-
Wendell Holmes read before a JJarvar.d, p^died law for a year, and amused stream which goes running and deliciously love of humanity, the well balanced mind and mands, but never stiff. His was the genius of 

i literary meeting of the Young , n?s , with literature, chiefly in the form of sparkling over the stones. In “The Professor” the heart of faith. Especially it is a humor social expression
- People’s Society of St. Andrew’s lyrical poetry, One poem he wrote to save, the the stream is a little larger. It has lo^t a little very individual and original, as different as The work in which his charm shows mn^

Presbyterian Church, by Miss î*u k °} tbe famous old battleship Constitution of its sparkle, but it has gained a little in possible- from that of Lowell, of Warner and happily is “The Autocrat of the Breakfast Ta
Lilian M.Mowatî from destroyal-a. completely successful effort depth and volume, in pathos and purpose. In Curtis, of Harris and Stockton, of Mark Twain blé.” As early as 1831, when fresh from Har-

I am to talk to von, or read 4®, tync r°used the people, and all his work Holmes had one great purpose, to at his best—different, yet none the less well- vard, he wrote two small papers under this ti- '
to you, for a little while tonight ,, 8 - em the naval department, and the convert his generation from the stern dogmas bred, pure, and wholesome. I spoke of humor tie, for the New England Magazine. Twentv-

about our friend, Dr. Holmes. I have said . “ s JP was saved from demolition. From of Calvinism to a more human and merciful as wedded to true sentiment, and indeed, the five years later he returned to this haoov in-
tour friend, Dr. Holmes,” for ever since I first , . * 'urnfd *'° medicine, finding therein conception of religion. Mild as his doctrines two never can be far apart. Tkue sentiment spiration, with his powers matured having
read his books Î have felt that he is my friend ; - me o be his vocation, ^ In 1833 he *em to us at this time, he was is sensitive and shy. The moment it ceases to gained experience, insight, and reputation to
a feeling which I am sure is shared by those of ° Fans and studied hard for the next at first called a freethinker and an be so it becomes sentimentality. It creeps up- work out to completion what had been a flash
you who have read him with any attention. I wo years. In his holidays he visited Gfeat underminer of Christianity. “The Poet on you gently for a while,' Until just as you of youthful talent. Here, and in “The Pro­
remember once hearing a lecturer say that Jïn l8A5 l ,tb,e, B[®a)ifaSt TabIe out in 1872 perceive that it is sentiment, just before it lessor," he talks in his own inimitable way,
there are some writers who make their impres- ,• , R , *9 °1S dear Boston,, full ofambi- -but it lacks the inspiration of the other two of clogs you, humor steps in and guides it away. By so slight a link as the boarding-house
sion on the'world not so much by fheir work , u s range tp say the very tracts for e senes. ^ In return, just before constant humor tires breakfast-table, he connects a dozen or more
as by their personalities. Sir Philip Sidney Zltremerv 1 l0X®d pre^ted h’s being “0hmes was now ambitious >and turned to your fickle miné, sentiment takes it by the aptly portrayed characters, each fresh from the
was one example, Robert L. Stevenson anoth- ton Practitioner. He was ^e| wnting. Elsie Venner, that strange hand. Sentiment and humor, by the infinite mint of humanity. Between them the conver-
er. When Sidney is named, it is not of his cernai L Joo witty to be ac- and thrilling story, came out in 1861. The shading and variation of these twin qualities, sation flows back and forth, now grave, now
"Astrophel and Stella” that we think, nor of Jaf role Howe nS’/f ** m!d'f done f® ^ a ,?e,blt ove.r' the » k®Esoothed and interested. So 8ay, revealing as it goes characters of the talk-
the “Arcadia ” but of the man himself, gallant t.- ro1®-. However, he won prizes for some of done. The Guardian Angel, which was pub- we find it m The Autocrat. When that ers- For such as care for love-stories, there is
courtier and hero of Zutphen; and Stevenson . botirin^o^ntTon bet,ter tban ‘Elsie Venner ” worthy gets to moralizing, just at the right a charming little one threading through each
means to us not “Treasure Island,” nor “The ® 7® f volume of medical usage is full 3 ”'^"c,^on1and., art>. bnlllantly witty moment some outsider, very probably “that volume. In these books he shows his swift
Child’s Garden of Verse ” but'the heroic figure of his most brilliant wit and his wonderful and an absolutely hfe-hke picture of society as young fellow they call John,” steps in, receives capacity for word-painting. He speaks of “the
of the man who found gaiety and humor hflife In he was ma"ied to A'nelia b'T N6W E^la”d,t®wn'.In both the conversation by a dextrous turn and y°ung fellow thev call John,” of “the young
even while he fought disease. Perhaps I could Ef ® ftd and 1^4® w ^ ’ vanfsm fï J8*"*» C*i' ^mdesrit back tb less profound channels. who has come to the city to be finished
not add’Holmes to the list as truly vet his of mind and character. With such a mother vanism In 1884 he wrote a third novel, A Holmes’ humor: always has the flavor of the off for the—duties of life,” of “our landlady’s

ff,r^lTte71Hye‘.1r Î iS -0l «***»• ■* 1-1». soil. I. is pmiMtatiy »d wmistthbly S. Jr-W», Bern,mm Fnmkli, ,f,e,Th,
his oersonalitv as he discloses it to us in his ®tfange that he possessed such chivalrous un- other two. ..... . it is especially and undeniably New England’s • celebrated philosopher of that name—a high-
roles of poet professor and autocrat. In his derstanduig of woman. In 1847 be was ap- others of his writings are a memoir though because it is so human, it never ceases ?y merited compliment,” of “the poor relation
case his work is his personality There are Professor of Physiology and Anatomy ? ^otley, 1Ç78, a Life of Emerson, 1884, and to be the world’s. What more can we ask of ifi the oxygenated bombazine,” among those
those who consider this subiective nnalitv a ,Harvard’ a position he held till 1882. His m ^ver the Tea-cups. Considering a man than that he makes living and real for wb° sit at the breakfast-table with the Auto­
sign of narrowness and limitation—and fve Jcctures were. as his nature prompted, full of ^he fact that he was then seventy-nine years us his own personal character, and puts into c.raL Can y°« not see each of them, painted
u+af. 2, err**** i -Kom* 4-t, . lively Wit. Stiidtntf wère sent* to him at the ®we amazed at the continuance of hfrs words the intaneible essence whirh rr/»atpc in thus by a single sentence, before ever thev

b"rasc i,e ,tone c°m ^ bsstl?#6sr ^ u 1,limited minds of ours the individual is rmt tdlenl awàke- , } ^r0fd’rtnci,?^^A.nU/D?rali P£?SrÇss ln Eng- phere of the time and place in which he lives’ touches of pathos, and of pensive sadness
more forceful than the general Which do we In 1836 he published .his first volume of r>m °Ur From him all the world learns. ' which fails to be melancholy or depressing be-

EEHHEESe” ÜÊSï3flS?= glIMSiÜ
makes hhnself a living person to us? There- Hohnes was both surprised and flattered tor After his return from Paris, in 1835, Dr. vmced °I tbat._ But more than that he was an and pleasantness, but full of deep and serious
fore, when a man has the power of laying be- j,e had not really been one of the select literarv holmes lived all his. life in New England, save essayist- In the hands of its most illustrious underlying significance. And here we find the
fore us his own character, and it is a character coterie. He throw himself into the prépara^ -°r his tHp a.br,oa.â *5 l886- A11 his life and users, such as Bacon, Addison, Lamb, Steven- epigram thickly interpolated. It is a kind of
So sweet, so strong, so sane, so wholly lovable tions for the new magazine with all hfs ardor mîercsts sett,1,ed *n Boston, ‘that hub of the Son' the essay has remained the vehicle for epigram which is more than a clever stringing
as Holmes was, shall iVe not call it not limita- named it the Atlantic Monthly the name it ^°lar system.” There he lived, asbhe years ad- conveyance of a personality.” B»con calls his of words. It always has a serious and deep
tion but a ghmpse of the mfihity of genius. still bears, and in giving it its^nkial push into va"cfd’ °,nf of * brilliant literary set, known «says Dispersed Meditations.” This kind meaning. But above all, above epigram and
, Oliver Wendell Hplnu* was born in 1809, existence was himself finally started upon his g&M* b7 all for his sane humor and his . ofliteratare, idiom, above suggested life-story and Human
fn Cambridge, Mass. To say Cambridge isas literary career. In each number of the first klndlmeSs. His wonderful conversational the inspired chat of literature, as Mr, Burtqn interest, sounds forth the sublime good sense,
much as to say Boston, for there is" only the volume was one of the “Autocrat” papers. P0^1"5 J&SF .h,hl welcome anywhere. Such calls it. us writer must paturally be a good the Christian charity, the human wisdom and
narrow boundary of the Charles river between We learn that these lovely essays saved the ? gl‘t of ta\k.is not granted to many, He talker, and Holmes was certainly that. We are thé sane, sweet humor of the writer’s person­
ne two places ; near Boston, then, Holmes was magazine, in the financial depression of 1857. knew something of all subjects aiid; over all he to d that as he wrote he talked, but that he ality. HSi*
born, and in Boston he lived, loved, wrote and Harassed merchants bought the. numbers to ed 1 v0 his exquisite humor, talked even better. Good talkers are rare now, Thé closing sentence of “The Autocrat” is,
died. Oliver’s father was Abell Holmes, a Cal- drown, their troubles in the originality, humor „ , e of a fountain his wit they say. Wp seem to have reached a period “I hope you all love me hone the less for any-
vinist clergyman, his mother, Sarah Wendell and New Englandism of the Autocrat. Holmes fcH pp/m thé mOét-WeAaf subject, revealed in m whiel?. we neglect tfte gift qf tFWng,format thing I have told you.”- I could venture to
of a prominent and well-born New York fam- n9W gave up all his medical work except his ^ col°rs aad todden iridescences, re- of writing. The fever of pen and ink con- wish that in those who have not read Dr.
ily. From his father, who was a capable his- lectures, and devoted himself'to literature. ' toeshed it, and made'it a thing of interest and sûmes us. We wiah to make ourselves aç- Hohnés, I may have stirred up a desire to do
torian and a profuse writer of dull noetrv “Th#> „„i,v u a ■ u 1 delight. Among all -her galaxy of humorists, ceptable to posterity ; therefore we neglect our So, a desire which can never beat fruit oi dis-
probably he inherited some literarv talent and form in iReR “Th! Pr«fb 1Sh”df n" book America has no brighter star than he. Humor contemporaries. The true.essayist, like the appointment; and that all of you who have 
inclination. From his mother tie had as a i8?o Tb/ .Prpfessoij ; fo1.£w^d m he had «1 its truest; purest form, not the buf- good talker, shuns linguistic gymnastics. He read him will love him all the more for any-

om ms mother he -had, as a 1859. The Autocrat ,s generally the thore foonery of Artemus Ward er Bill Nye, nor the cultivates simplicity and sympathy. Holmes thing I have told vou.
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Mr. Borden Popular Leader—Received Ovation at Montreal
was that o 
whole face 
tiers, who. 
enemy, ant

“If the young men of Canada will awaken to a true
realization of the poUtioal situation as it exists in 
the Dominion today, and I believe they are awaken^ 
ing, the victory i« oure."—R. L. Borden, M.P. mm
W0$w j— I— 8SPS iflsisÆssïssin his own quiet way- At the table of honor a very slight displacement of votes at the aged by the fact that the young men of Can- Opposition had felt called upon to assert different provincial regimes, and held that tiie
were seated by the chairman : Mesrs. R. L. eomihg election would give this province a ada were, awakening to their responsibilities. f[£hts which they knew were their own, and present one was ho better than that which
Borden M.P Hon P E. Leblanc, M.L.A., ®°eat many C^s^a^f reoresenta^es in “If” he concluded “tL vLn£, mPn nf ^ had. asse/rted them in. good earnest and had been condemned so unanimously by the
LBe ^pM:PL?Cof ^ House'of c™;; Canada are awatS’and 1 before ^ ^

Parkes, while the three vice-chairs were filled Mr. Borden then proceeded to describe the .;n"®5^J,® f general elec- pea rod so with the development of the vig- in this province for ten years as in every case
by Messrs. F. J. Curran, F. J. Whitby, and J. enthusiasm that had animated the Opposition tp/Llp6 .concIuslon °} Mr- orqus campaign Mr- Ames felt bold to predict the constitution had been trampled underfoot.
H. Horsfall. dante.fh, session now on ,o d.cl.r. ,h,t ** S “d SaV' •>'« <l>e Ow.o«lion, followine soch » able The ^"ernln^as .Tho“°k. i„-

Following the menu and a very enthusias- ^hlîe they gutted encouragement * ovation. leader as Mr. R. L. Borden, would complete vincible, and he declared that if the Conserva-
tic reception of the royal toast. Mr. Gault thei/ jeader to stimulate them this was • Our party,” was proposed by. Mr. Camp- the victory in New Brunswick by securing a tive party would stand together victory would
read letters of regret from Sir Alexandre La- Î!ttle ne,eded P/W-, °1» the contrary, Mr. Bor-, bell Lane m a very bright and forcible speech, vietpry at the next Dominion election. (Ap- be theirs just as soon as the election takes
coste, W B. Northrop, M.P., W. D. Staples, den.sa!d’ laughmgly, that he could hardly pro- The Conservative party, he claimed, was co- plause.) place. (Applause )
M.P. The following letter from the Premier- yent them from sitting from forty to fifty existent with the country, since it was the Dr. Schaffner MP said that he exnected
52dt,,iM”kk ”* Era“d Wi,h 1 ?°d S,Sot RAILWAY TRAFFIC

H^SSSSStijSSSSStiS:r!i iiuV^i.b A°?^f.rvafave p.ub,toy ed, as coming from such a man as Hon. Frank erals willing to sink party feeling and help the ™L tn 4. a„.wj«°u ,^Yhat they the previous year. The paid-up capital m-
vmir rolpffrnm nf °liver’ who used to designate-himself as a leaders on with the goo(i work- Mr. Lane had Oue&r would ^,e felt sure that if creased from $6,363,005,000 in 1905 to $6,434 '
^ t™St th,at at the radical, and equally strange from Sir Wilfrid confidence in the patriotism of the old Liberal the next pLrltam/nf-1 Tflftef“ members in 415,000 in 1906. The number' of passengers
new\ fmm n„ehL Æ h t [Laarier- who Prided himself as being a Liberal party of Canada, as once represented by men the Laurier government carried on the several lines in 1906, not includ-
andthatoSfriendswhT haJe beênlovallv SK , MT- Borden said- how" like Alexander Mackenzie, but he asked H any more^h^i toaf”) d ^ *" Y°U WP g®f inS persons holding season tickets, was 1,240,-
unnortin^ tL X! J y y eV6r> that the3f had taken issue -with the Gov- one today would ever think .of the present min- - * 347-Ooo, from whom fares amounting to $249-
itmn wilf succeed in winitim/a^hlcnd hP^°" ernm.ent on th's position, and his hearers knew isters sitting on the treasury lid to keep it . “Well,” replied the speaker, “you should 413.888 were collected, against 1,199,022,000
ition will succeed in winding a splendid vie- that it was not,the Conservatives who ad re- down. Today the lid was wide open for cor- K've as forty, but fifteen will do,” and then he Persons carried and $342,600,600 collected m

“W'th v* a a t ceded when the fight was over. ; "" rupt friends of the ministry to come in and told what the West would be sure to do. fares in 1905. The quantity of merchandise
^ égards am, The Conservative leader said, amid a storm b®lp the™sel,vcs' Af a mattel^ of fact the only There would, he predicted, be thirty-four ****** aggregated f

, Yours truly, ^ of cheers, that he had absolute confidence in I,dthe ministers were keeping,do)vn members in the next house from the country ' fro™ wh!ch the receipts amounted to $282,65/■;
J. D, HAZEN. the honesty of the great majority of the Cada- today was the_ lid to cover up scandals and west oi Lake Superior, and a large majority of 945- against 488,790,000 tons and $291,971,083

_ The keynote of the speeches which follow- dian people, and if he felt sure that the electors maladministration. The Liberals of the old them would be supporters of Mr. Borden Thev m.rccclPts m 1906, making the total gross rc-
/ -Ed **♦ absolute loyalty to Mr. Borden and possessed a true knowledge of the situation al school had helped Whitney in Ontario and would, he said, sweep British Columbia and «ipts from all traffic $525,658,545 '» F9»5a»d
/ confidence that the sUr of victory was shin- Ottawa there could be no doubt in his mind Hazen m New Brunswick, to give good gov- Manitoba, and secure a majority from Saskat- $541,384,965 W 1906- To these sums must be

ing very brightly just above his head. Mr. F. as to the coming triumph of the Conservative ernmcnt to those provinces, and he -was quite chewan, while Alberta would probably $ro Lib- added tbe receiPts from miscellaneous source-.
J. Curran, who proposed “Our Country/’ told party at the polls- It remained, therefore for sure b7 th* same line, of reasoning that the eral. 1 S amounting to $41,996,550 *n 1905 and $44,754--
the chieftain what the Junior Conservative the members of the clubs, the platform speak- s*n?e ™cn would rally to Mr. Borden’s banner , r. ,.'r ... ... ^ 690 Jn 1906, which brings up the total gro-s
Club had done m the past and what they ers, and all those who were preparing for the aad give a wise administration to Canada. ,. 1 nhgmgfpcech, receipts to $567,655,095 and $586,139,655 for
would do m the future. In an eloquent speech coming campaign to place all the facts of the (Applause.) declaring that although the French-Canadian the two years respectively. The total expend 1-
he declared that the administration of the pdliticll situation as it n^w prevails More he Mr H B AmeaJtf P TV m p vot«a were justly proud of Sir Wilfrid Laur- ture in 1906 amounted to $363,989,270, Xn

; - „,d b«„ b„U, K=to«u, and as s„r= „ îfcB^Sî ÆÏÜS SIS TbaTÏ*“£££££? Z%£ S ** °‘ * Pr“'d'
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