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paper has, and we are bound to say it ministration. Changes will have to be the other financial difficulties under ;
is a very plausible way of handling pub- “ade; but these changes can only in a ; which the farmers of - British Columbia

slight degree affect the rate of taxation, j Jabor, the government has taken the i
What the Colonist looks forward to is a ; wisest possible course. There is noth-
time when the provincial government mg 0f a partisan nature in this ques-
will have less responsibility for local tion. Every one admits that the inci-
ndministration, and therefore will need a j dence of the, tax is upon the wrong per-
smaller establishment and less revenue; sod, and the problem is to discover how
but there is no way in which the public to make it rest where it properly be-
service can be made to cost the people 

1 much less than it does now in the aggre­
gate, although a part of the taxes now 
collected and expended by the province 
may be collected and expended by local 
organizations. Reduction of the aggre­
gate taxation will come when popula- The action of the senate majority in 
tion and wealth increase sufficiently to 
overbalance the growing needs of the 
several localities. In other words, it 
will doubtless be found possible to re­
duce the expense of the p rovincial estab- 

business increase over the province the ; |ishment by throwing the cost .of local 
contributions of the people to the revenue ; affairg. on local goTerning bodies, which 
will not bear a larger proportion to the I can regulate tbe co8t as seems best to 
expenditure than they do when the set- the people of the several localities. If 
tied districts are few and far between, this is what the News-Advertiser means 
British Columbia is certainly in a very by ref0rm in our financial system, the 
bad way, it is necessary at once and Colonist ‘is prepared to join with it in an 
forever to put an end to expenditures on endeavor to discover a satisfactory meth- 
capital account and people in remote or 0(j of introducing it .although with con- 
new sections must be content to wait for giderable misgiving as to whether the 
necessary improvements until they them- movement is not premature, 
selves are able to pay for them. Clear­
ly it will not pay to borrow money to de­
velop a locality, if the demands of that 
locality upon the provincial revenue will 
bear a greater portion of its contribu­
tions after developments than it did be­
fore. It is evident from the records of 
our own province, without going to 
South America or the Sandwich Islands 
for proof, that the sparsely settled locali­
ties do not pay into the revenue as(much 
as they receive out of it, and if, as they 
grow more populous and richer and 
therefore contribute more to the revenue 
than they do now, the proportionate ex­
cess of their demands upon the treasury 
will increase, the province is on the high 
road to bankruptcy and no power on 
earth can stop it. The News-Adver­
tiser talks about changing the incidence 
of taxation, reforming the financial sys­
tem and other matters of that nature; 
but that will not hold the case any. If 
the more money spent in making a lo­
cality fit to live in the greater will be 
the demands of the locality for expendi­
tures and the less proportionately it will 
contribute to meet that expenditure, it 
matters little how the incidence of taxa­
tion falls or upon what system taxes are 
lieved and expended. Under any possible 
plan that can be suggested there is ruin 
ahead, and all the taxpayers have is a 
choice of the manner in which they will 
be shipwrecked.

The history of British Columbia does 
not bear out what our contemporary con­
tends is the general law or justify its 
gloomy forebodings. This is proved by 
the fact that if no extraordinary expendi­
tures weretnade on public works, there 
would be a substantial surplus out of the 
revenue now collected. It cannot be suc­
cessfully gainsaid that if the legislature 
of British Columbia would stop voting 
money to epen new parts of the prov­
ince, trduld repeal its acts authorizing 
any further railway subsidies and con­
fine itself solely to providing for the 
wants of those special locolities that 
are already developed, the rate of taxa­
tion would steadily decrease from year 
to year. All the necessary administra­
tive machinery is provided for that part 
of the province which is already occupi­
ed. If ten times as many people lived 
in it no additional machinery would be 
called for. An additional clerk, or school 
teacher or policeman would be needed 
from time to time, but the contributions 
of the new people to the revenue would 
more than meet the expense of this.
There is no manner of doubt that if the 
province were content to go along simply 
keeping up what is now established in 
the way of public works, repairing them 
when they need it, but not reaching out 
to provide for new comers in new sec­
tions, there would be a large surplus 
every year at the present rate Of taxa­
tion. But such a policy as this would 
not be tolerated by the people. There 
is a demand for expansion, and this de­
mand the. government has endeavored to 
meet in the only way in which it could 
be met, namely, by borrowing the money.

It is quite true that a policy of un­
limited borrowing cannot be allowed to 
prevail. There is a stage when it is ne­
cessary to stop in every financial tran­
saction. Probably, indeed we hold that 
it is indisputable, that for the next few 
years the province will have to go slow 
in expenditures on capital account and 
in granting aid to railways. Time must 
be given for the seed that has been sown 
to produce a crop before a new sowing 
is made. If the results are obtained, 
which we are sure even the News-Ad­
vertiser hopes for, the next five years 
will witness such a change in the con­
dition of the province, that if further ex­
penditures are needed on a large scale 
it will be good financial policy to make 
them. It is fair in judging of the 
policy which the government has adopted 
to consider the arguments which the gov­
ernment has advanced in support of it.
If the government had been persuaded 
that the News-Advertiser's position is 
right, it would not have asked the house 
to sanction large capital expenditures 
and pledge itself to railway subsidiqp.
If it believed as the News-Advertiser 
does, it would have let things drift along 
as they have been going. But in that 
case what would have been the com­
plaint of the News-Advertiser? It would 
have been that the government was ne­
glectful of the needs of the 'province, 
that it was a do-nothing, incompetent 
and careless administration. We would 
have heard the most strenuous sort of a 
demand for an aggressive policy, from 
the same source as now come complaints 
that too much has been attempted.

We do not dissent from one position 
taken by our contemporary, for indeed it 
is one which the Colonist has already

TIbe Colonist.
\lie questions. We may beg leave, how­

ever, to express a shadow of doubt if the 
News-Advertiser has mastered the finan­
cial problem of all civilization and is in 
a position to lay down laws which must 
be accepted as infallible. The most dis­
tinguished writers on political economy 
are content to put forward general pro­
positions tentatively. The Vancouver 
authority has a soul above half meas­
ures, and when it needs a principle to 
base an argument upon, it propounds one 
with all the positiveness of a proposition 
in Euclid. The Colonist ventures to sug­
gest that there is at least a margin for 
doubt as to the infallibility of its contem­
porary’s universal law of finance.

MONDAY, MAY 23, 1898.

What isIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.
The Premier of British Columbia, the 

Hon. J. H. Turner, was able to an­
nounce to the house yesterday that the 
liberal railway policy which the gov­
ernment recommended and the house 
endorsed, will immediately bear fruit 
in the construction of two of the rail­
ways from the coast to which it applies.

The contract for the Coast-Teslin 
road is being prepared and will be 
signed as soon as it is completed, and 
work is about to be begun simultane­
ously at three points on the Coast 
Kootenay road. It must have been a 
proud moment for Mr. Turner when he 
made the above statement to the house.

longs. There is good ground for hope 
that by the next meeting of the house 
a resolution of the difficulty will be 
found.

WHAT DO THEY MEAN ?

regard to what is known as the Hamil­
ton Smith railway project is inexplic­
able.

Castoria is Dr. Samuel Pitcher’s prescription for Infants 
and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor 
other Narcotic substance. It is a harmless substitute 
for Paregoric, Drops, Soothing Syrups and Castor Oil. 
It is Pleasant. Its guarantee is thirty years’ use by 
Millions of Mothers. Castoria destroys Worms and 
allays Feverishness. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour 
Curd, cures Diarrhoea and Wind Colic. Castoria relieves 
Teething troubles, cures Constipation and Flatulency. 
Castoria assimilates the Food, regulates the Stomach 
and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Castoria 
is the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

Castoria.

One can understand why, when
opposing the arrangement with Mac­
kenzie, Mann & Co., on the ground that 
the subsidy was excessive, senators 
might urge an alternative proposition 
upon tbe attention of parliament. But 
when that arrangement had been defeat­
ed and the British Columbia legislature 
had made certain the construction of an 
all-Canadian line from a Canadian sea­
port to the Canadian gold fields of the 
Yukon, it passes comprehension why the 
senate of Canada should insist on press­
ing forward a project, expressly design­
ed to secure to United States merchants 
and transportation companies a share of 
the Canadian traffic and to build up an 
important city on territory controlled by 
the United States. Yet this is the 
course which the senate majority has 
seen fit to take and to say it is incompre­
hensible is to apply a mild term. •

There never was anything just like it 
in the history of Canada. The govern­
ment and legislature of British Colum­
bia by a substantial majority decided 
to assist a railway to the Yukon, tmt 
the assistance is given upon such terms 
that the province itself will directly 
derive benefit from the earnings of the 
line. Nevertheless it suits the senate 
majority to seek to gfant a franchise 
to a company, which will compete with 
the creation of the British Columbia 
legislature in the financial market, and if 
both roads should be built will be a 
competitor with the line in the earnings 
of which this province has a direct inter­
est. It is certainly of the greatest im­
portance not only to British Columbia 
but to the whole of Canada that the 
gold fields of the Yukon should be de­
veloped and exploited from a Canadian 
base. The action of the British Colum­
bia -legislature will make this possible. 
The action of the senate majority, if it 
should unhappily prove successful, will 
defeat this desirable object. If the Yu­
kon mines are as rich as seems to be the 
case, the trade qf the district will be 
very large, and the terminal point of the 
railway leading to the interior will be a 
city of very considerable importance. 
There need be fto surprise if in a very 
few years it becomes equal in population 
to any of the present cities. Wherever 
this city is located it will be built up 

.chiefly by contributions from Canadian 
trade. Interior Alaska will contribute 
its quota, but by far the grëâter part 
will come from Canadian sources. What 
we" mean by this is not the charges 
which will be imposed by either gov­
ernment upon commerce, for this is a 
very small part of the matter, 
city will be built up because large slims 
of money will be paid out for the hand­
ling of merchandise and the other in­
dustries appurtenant to a seaport. These 
disbursements will be chiefly on account 
of Canadian trade. If they are made at 
Pyramid Harbor or the head of Lynn 
Canal an American city will be built up 
by them, where American capital will be 
invested and which will draw all its 
supplies from the United States. If they 
are made at the British Columbia ter­
minus of the Coast-Teslin line the city 
will be built up in Canada by Cfcnadian 
capital and to draw its supplies from 
Canada. The prestige of Alaska will be 
greatly enhanced by the former, that of 
Canada by .the latter. With patriotic 
enterprise the government and legisla­
ture of British Columbia have arisen to 
the great emergency and have consum­
mated a plan, whereby the great inter­
ests of Canada in the premises will be 
safeguarded. And yet the senate ma­
jority insists on urging. forward the. 
scheme for the enhancement of the in­
terests of the United States.

We repeat that the.action of the senate 
majority is utterly beyon# comprehen­
sion, and it is to be hoped that in the 
interests of Canada the House of Com­
mons will not tolerate this attempt to 
nullify the splendid action of British 
Columbia. >

We only mention in passing that the 
all-Canadian road will develop valuable 
territory in British Columbia, and that 
in point of cost transportation over it 
will be as cheap as by any other line, and 
in the matter of speed and availability 
at all .seasons, the all-Canadian road will 
be incomparably the better.

If it is correct that as population and

It is certainly a source of pride to the 
Colonist, as it is to all other friends of 
the administration, that the Premier 
was able to make such an announce- 

The people of British Colnm-ment.
bia, without distinction as to local­
ity or party, will recognize that, 
whatever may have been their views as 
to the wisdom of the policy which found
expression in the loan bill, it has the 
merit of success, and has been instru­
mental in introducing new and highly 
important factors into the industrial 
and commercial life of the province. 
Canadians everywhere will feel a high 
degree of satisfaction that British Col­
umbia has shown herself equal to her 
unrivalled opportunities, and has not 
only faith in her own boundless re­
sources, but the courage and ability 
necessary for their speedy development.

The simple fact that because of the 
policy adopted by the provincial gov- 
Anmenj; and ratified by the house, 
eight hundred miles of railway will at 
once "be begun by British Columbia, 
is of itself of prime importance, for 
it means the expenditure of millions of 
dollars in this province during the next 
few years for labor and material. This 
is only the first effect. One of these' 
railways will tie the Coast and Kootenay 
more closely together, beside opening one 
of the richest sections of Canada. The 
other will bring the trade of the golden 
north to British Columbia, besides, open 
a vast region in the province of known 
value. For years past there has been 
talk of a railway to the Yukon, as one 
of the great undertakings of the future. 
It is now to be built, and to the sagac­
ity of the British Columbia government 
and the good sense of the British Colum­
bia legislature this happy result is due.

While the legislature was actuated 
chiefly by a desire to promote the in­
terests of the province when it assent­
ed to the subsidy to the Coast-Teslin 
road, it is entitled to credit for having 
struck a good blow for Canadian in­
terests in the North. The rivalry for 
the Yukon trade has been keen, and 
Canada has found in the business 
men of the United States compet­
itors who were difficult to overcome. 
The latter had certain advantages by 
which they well knew how to profit, 
and they have been and would have 
continued for all time to come to be a 
thorn in the side of Canadian northern 
trade unless an all-Canadian route to 
the gold fields had been provided for. 
The effort of the Dominion government 
to secure such a route having failed, if 
British Columbia had not stepped for­
ward in the very nick of time with a 
feasible scheme, other projects, prejudic­
ial to Canadian interests, would neces­
sarily have been advanced and with 
their success the chance of a line to a 
British Columbia seaport would have 
become very remote. The far-sighted 
and energetic action of the British Col­
umbia government, ' backed up by the 
majority of the legislature, has been 
able to secure for Canada a way where­
by it can control the trade of her own 
territory.

In the feelings of satisfaction arising 
out of the Premier’s anouncement the 
members of the opposition, as such, have 
no share. An invitation was extended 
to them to unite with the government 
in passing the loan bill so as to make 

- it appear to the world that British Col­
umbians are a unit when it comes to 
faith in the country and a determin­
ation to develop it. But the invitation 
was rejected, and the old and time­
worn policy of captious opposition was 
resorted to. The new impetus which 
every interest in British Columbia will 
now receive, will come in spite of all the 
opposition of a political party could 
do to prevent it. If the opposition 
could have had its way not one of the 
contracts that have been already let 
in connection with the proposed rail­
ways, not one of those that will soon 
be let, not one of the large purchases 
of merchandize already made and to be 
made, not one of the great sales of farm 
produce that will certainly take place 
in the immediate future, and none of 
the employment soon to be given to 
thousands of men at good wages, could 
have been realized. In the good times, 
which they are soon to enjoy as the 
result of the government’s courageous 
and well-devised railway policy the 
people of British Columbia will not forj 
get that the provincial opposition did 
everything possible to. defeat the plans 
which have so speedily borne such ex­
cellent fruit.

Castoria.The reference to Mr. Tom Kains in 
the Times report of the proceedings be­
fore the commission was positively bru­
tal. Mr. Kains has very serious domes­
tic trouble, his wife having been ex­
tremely ill ^ for some weeks, and one of 
his children being afflicted with conges­
tion of the lungs, so that he has been 
greatly worried both day and night. It 
is also well known to every one that 
Mr. Kains in ordinary conversation is 
at times somewhat embarrassed in speak­
ing. Under these circumstances to speak 
of him as the Times did was in the high­
est degree cruel..

"Castoria is an excellent medicine for 
children. Mothers have repeatedly told me 
of its good effect upon their children.”

Dr. G. C. Osgood, Lowell, Mass.

“ Castoria is so well adapted to children 
that I recommend it as superior to any pre­
scription known to me.”

H. A. Archer, M. D. Brooklyn, N. Y.
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APPEARS ON EVERY WRAPPER.
THE HON. MR. TURNER.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY. TT MURRAY »T»tIT, NEW YORK CITY.

The Hon. John Herbert Turner has 
during the session just closed taken a 
proud position among the provincial 
premiers of Canada. A grave crisis had 
arisen in the affairs of British Colum­
bia- and he proved equal to it.

pleasant to make comparisons, but
It is

never
it is permissible to say that the rec­
ords of the province do not disclose any­
thing, which, in the importance of its 
bearing upon the future welfare of 
British Columbia, can compare with the 
railway policy, to which Mr. Turner 
obtained the assent of the legislature.
It is doubtful if even the most san­
guine fully appreciate what the success 
of this policy will mean for the prov­
ince, and there only remains the Coast- 
Quesnelle road to be undertaken to make 
the whole policy successful. The con­
struction of three new railways from 
the Coast of British Columbia to the 
interior must necessarily be revolution­
ary, .and by inaugurating and carrying 
through a policy which has rendered 
such a revolution possible, Mr. Turner 
has risen to thé rank of a statesman. 
The city of Victoria feels proud of her 
representative, who* during his short 
premiership has exhibited so much cour­
age and foresight combined with pru­
dence and sagacity.

R. P. RITHET& CO.
Wholesale Merchants, Wharf St, Victoria, B.G

Çrrocmts, MDvxxts Sâcçvhws
1*

KLONDIKE OUTFITTERS & MARINE^JNDERWRETERS
The

Agents for the Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s 
Direct Steamers to all Klondike Points» J* J* J*As a departmental officer Mr. Turner 

has made an admirable record. The 
most querulous critic of the government 
will not deny him this credit. Easily 
approached, ready to oblige at all times, 
careful of the feelings of his oppon­
ents and never forgetful of the fact 
that public office is a public trust, he 
has set the whole country an example 
of modesty, efficiency and strength, well 
worthy of emulation.

With such a record, with such a pol­
icy inaugurated, Mr. Turner will not 
appeal in vain to the people for an ex­
pression of confidence. He stands easi­
ly first among the public men of the 
province, and the voters will be more 
than pleased to have him retain office 
to supervise the execution of the policy 
for which he is, more than any one 
else, responsible. To him personally it 
is of doubtful advantage to continue in 
public life. He is at that age when op­
portunities to gain a competency in 
business can only rarely come, and 
every one knows, or ought to know, that 
a cabinet position is not financially re­
munerative, at least to such a degree 
that even by a long term of office a man 
can accumulate sufficient to provide for 
old age. It is therefore at considerable 
personal sacrifice that Mr. Turner re­
mains in the political arena and gives 
his services to the province with whose 
interests he has been for so long a time 
identified. The Colonist voices the sen­
timents of all his friends, and even 
those politically opposed to him are his 
friends, in expressing the earnest hope 
that he may long be spared to enjoy the 
reputation he has won and to see the 
fruits of the progressive policy which 
he has inaugurated.

PRICE LISTS 
NOW READY

B. WILLIAMS & GO.,
Klon *
dyke

CLOTHIERS and HATTERS, 
97 and 99 Johnson Street,Outfits Victoria,B.C.

GODFREY MAY QQME.

England’s Greatest Band and Band­
master on the Way Through 

Canada.

of American agriculture is, as for some 
time past, the leading feature of the 
country’s trade, 
as of necessity forming an important 
link in the chain of good trade, may be 
mentioned the almost uniformaly good 
crop situation, furnishing the best evi­
dence that foreign demands, now and 
in the future, will be adequately met. 
The immense balance of trade already 
piled up in this country’s favor of course 
constitutes an element of strength which 
in its effect on the money market can 
hardly be exceeded. Naturally depend­
ent on and merely a phase of the foreign 
demand is the activity visible in nearly 
all lines of transportation, showing that 
this industry, like others, is sharing to 
the full in the proportion of business 
having its rise in our heavy exports. 
An increased willingness to regard the 
existing war as merely an incident in the 
course of business seems evident from 
the trade reports received this week. 
The volumes of bank clearings, reports 
of railway clearings, the movements of 
prices and the reports of the iron 
and steel trade, all seems to concur 
in indicating a maximum volume of 
business for the period of the year with 
even greater hopefulness manifested 
than for some time past. Wheat ex­
ports are larger than for two weeks 
past. Com exports are slightly smaller.

A fair trade is reported in the Do­
minion of Canada. An active demand 
for dry goods is reported at Toronto. 
The woollen mills are busy. Hides are 
scarce and firm; and hardware is ad­
vancing. Montreal reports canned goods 
firm, molasses purchases restricted as a 
result of the war, and dry goods jobbers 
well pleased with the business done, al­
though failures early in the year cut 
profits. Halifax reports the season 
backwards and high rates checking lum­
ber shipments to Great Britain. The 
outfitting trade is active at Victoria and 
Vancouver with collections good. Busi­
ness failures in the Dominion aggregate 
30 against 35 last year, 31 in this week 
a year ago and 28 in 1896.

Bank clearings for the Dominion of 
Canada were as follows: Montreal, $12,- 
797,403, increase 7.6; Toronto, $7,874,- 
959, increase 15.2; Winnipeg, $2,123.- 
809, increase 57.2; Halifax, $1,112,6;9. 
increase 8.2; Hamilton, $693,835, in­
crease 12.6; St. John, N.B., $615,681, 
increase 1.8.

Second only to this

It is quite probable that Lieut. Dan 
Godfrey and his great band which ar­
rived at Halifax on Monday, the 16th, 
will continue their tour of Canada from 
Manitoba to British Columbia, giving 
an opportunity of hearing the greatest 
bandmaster the annals of the English 
army have ever known with forty of the 
leading military musicians who have 
served in the Grenadier Guards and 
other Guards regiments.

For forty years bandmaster of the 
Grenadier Guards, Dan Godfrey made 
himself one of the most popular men in 
England and his band the finest in the 
army. The band which he has brought 
to Canada, however, under the enterpris­
ing direction of Mr. C. A. E. Harriss, is, 
according to Lieut. Godfrey’s own state­
ment, the best gathering he has ever got 
together. If Lieut Godfrey comes West 
only a brief notice will be given to the 
public, but it is safe to say that all who 
can do so will flock to hear the band to 
whose music have marched all Eng­
land’s military heroes of the day. _

Hard Luck appears to be pursuing 
Bert Collyer, who started for Dawson 
City with a special “war extra” on the 
28th of April and who purposed goin» in 
light over the White pass and coming 
down with the first river steamer in the 
spring. A letter just received from the 
North contains the news that he was1 
picked up within ten miles of Lake Tag- 
ish on May 6, wandering sick and help­
less on the trail. He had been totally 
blind for three days and was suffering 
entense pain from cramps. The Mount­
ed Police took both him and his packs 
to Buffalo Camp, and their surgeon did 
all that could be done for him. His 
blindness will not be permanent, having 
been caused entirely by the sun glare on 
the snow, and he expects to resume .his 
interrupted journey in a short time.

BRADSTREETS’ REVIEW.

“What is ‘time immemorial,’ Uncle Jim?” 
“Time immemorial is as far back as you 

feel posted on ancient history.”—Chicago 
Record. -THE MORTGAGE TAX.

Awarded
Highest Honors—World’s Fair,

DR
In the report of the public meeting at 

Sooke, printed in another column, will 
be found a letter from Hon. C. E. 
Pooley, which was read on that occasion. 
Especial attention is directed to that 
portion of the letter which deals with 
the so-called mortgage tax. The op­
ponents of the government have endeav­
ored to create the impression that the 
ministers were averse to lifting the bur­
den of this tax from the shoulders of 
the mortgagors; but nothing is further 
from the truth. The government de­
sires to grant relief, but it wants that 
relief to be real and not imaginary. As 
Mr. Pooley gays the problem is an in­
tricate one. Irresponsible demagogues 
may easily harangue for hours about it 
and pretend that .it is simplicity itself; 
but no one has yet suggested a remedy 
that Is not as objectionable as the evil 
intended to be cured. In providing for

we
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THE PROVINCIAL FINANCES.

The News-Advertiser does not assent 
to the proposition that the localities 
which are opened to occupation by new 
highways and railways will reimburse 
the province for the outlay, and it talks 
in an ex cathedra way about what has 
been proved upon this point by the ex­
perience of the South American coun­
tries and the various parts of the British 
Empire. Guileless readers are expected 
to assume from this that our esijfemed 
contemporary has the financial history of 
the universe down pat and is able to pro­
duce irrefutable proof of its position as 
above. .This is a way the Vancouver system ai^i its present methods of ad- a commission to inquire into this and

BAKINGmom Business Continues Brisk in tiie United 
States—Favorable Reports From 

Dbtninion Also.MOST PERFECT MADE.
advanced, namely that the province is 
fact outgrowing its present financial

A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Pbwder. fret 
iom Ammonia, Alum nr any other adulUtant 

.j- VLaHS THE STANDARD.

New York, May 20—Bradstreet’s to­
morrow will say: “The excellent fore­
ign demand at good prices for products
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