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Police Officer Alexander Smith Re-
ceives a Bullet In His

SEE

HAT THE ;

He Says It Was an Enemy’s Deed.
AC-SIMILE

But the Detectives Contra-
SIGNATURE

diet it.
By strange coincidence, or as the su-
— O F —

perstitious might agree by fateful infin-
ence, the last day of each year sees in
Victoria some suicidal tragedy. “So it
has been for the past five years, and yes-
terday proved no exception-to the re-
markable rule, the early morning hours
v witnessing not one, but: two ghastly
IS ON THE shooting affaira. As a result of, the first
discovered of these, Alexander Smith, a

city police constable, is now . waiting for

death in one of the .Jubilee hospital

wards, the surgeons agreeing that  his

recovery is possible but nof.at all proba-

OF EVERY ble. All the facts in conneetion with the
~ .case are peculiar, and opinions differ as
BOTTLE OF

to whether poor Smith’s. wound was in-

flicted by a cowardly enemy who had
deliberately planned his: assassination,
or caused by a shot from his own revol-
ver, fired with suicidal intent.
Those who believe Smith was the vie-
tim of a revengeful, murderous enemy,
base their opinion upon the account of
the shooting given by the wounded offi-
cer himself, in an ante-mortem deposi-
tion taken by Magistrate Macrae; those
who incline to the self-murder theory—
pstoria is put up in one-size bottles only. It majority of his men—prefer the silent
ct sold in bulk. Dox's allow anyone to sell testimony of circumstarces to the state-
anything else on the plea or promise that it ment of the injured mah.
just as . good"” and “vill answer every pur- The shooting occurred just after yes-
! B3 Boo that you ge: 0-A-8-T-0-B-I-A, terday’s CoLoNisT went to press, at
fao- . -about 2:30 or 3 o’clock-in - the morning,
ilo . is o and the firgt intimation that a tragedy
ture »m.’ sveey had been enacted at thé constable’s cosy
‘ Vrapper. home on Michigan street was given by a
printer passing the place on his way
home after the labors of the night: He
investigated, and telephoned to town.
Two CoLONIST reporters were nexton the
scene, and with one of them Smith dis-
cusged the shooting at some length be-
fore the police arrived with Dr. Fraser,
OP S O . the city medical health officer.
) He was coming home for lunch, he
said, and was just on the point of enter-
g ing at his own back door—his hand be-
feD: ing in fact on the knob—then without a
word being spoken some one fired at him
. 1

at once and recognized his assailant, who
) lnee rs ° ° ° had evidently lain in wait for him at his
) own door, knowing that he would return
b home for a light lunch before completing
F Oun e I‘S his watch. Then, as he saw that the
° man intended to fire again, he got inside
the house as quickly as possible; told
his wife not to venture outside lest she
too might be shot; and removing his

coat and vest lay down upon the .
This is the version of the shooting
did not feel much pain at this time ac-
cording to his own statement, and
seemed surprisingly unconcerned as to
the character of his wound and the ap-

prehension of his assailant.

¢ Oh, I know who it was,” he said.
““It’s not the first time he’s laid for me,
and I’ll get even with him all right if I
get over this. I’'m not going to give his
name tillIcan get after him myself,
though. If I am done for, Walker knows

among them Chief Sheppard and the

heard Mrs. Smith’s-hysterical weeping,

from only a few feet away. He turned
ler Makers.

given by Smith to the Coronisr. He

him—it’s a friend of his.”

i

lers, Etc.

hinery.

mking Pumps for Mines.
| Etc,

HIS STORY DISPITED.

. NEW_YEAR SERYICES.

Churches,
The death of the old yedr and the birth

which many churches recognize by hold-
ing ‘‘watch night’* services, that the new
year may be entered into with prayer
and hopefulness. . At the’ Metropolitan,
Centennial and other Methodigt churches
walch night serviges: were held ushering
in 1897; and at Emanuel Baptist church,
where the home. congregation and that
of Calvary chureh combined. :
.Rev. J. B, Haslam conducted mid-
night services at .St. Barnabas, and in
8t, James® and other Anglican churches
the New Year was ushered in_with' ap-
propriate services. The Salvation Army,
too, had their Watch Nightservice, con-
ducted after the novel and hy man-
ner characteristic of the Army.
Thursday - being the usual prayer
Iheeting night of 'many of the churches,
the occasion was made use of for special
services, uiq:ad-of waiting till - mid-
night. At ''the . Reformed Episcopal
church Rev. Dr. Reid, of Westminster,
gave & New Year’s Eve address,
a%d at other rocg:ixrcllx)ea tl::he ocea-
8ion . was improved by the pastors
by addresses apt to the time, The
congregations were large and to suit the
convenience of the public the street car
service was continued - until 2 o’clock
this morning. :
There will be a New Years service this
morning at 11 o’clock in St. Andrew’s
Pre:gytenan church conducted by the
pastor. :

& -

Tre Strawberry Vale sehool "house
looked its prettiest on the evening of
Tuesday last, when the ladies of the dis-
trict, foremost among whom were Mrs.
Daley, Mrs. Coverdale and Mrs. Porter,
entertained the children of the school to
a tea and a Christmas tree. The latter
was tastefully decorated, and afforded
much pleasure to the young people as-
sembled. Many parents and friends
were also present, and among the
features of a very pleasant evening were
the carols and glees by the scholars, and
Master James Daley’s performance on
the violin. Towards the close of the
evening, the members.of the Strawber-
ry Vale sirging class (most of whom
were present) took the opportunity of
vresenting Mr. J. H. Monk, the school-
master, with & very handsome writing
desk, in recognition of his services dur-
ing the past nine months, a kindness
which he recognized in a short, but ap-
propriate speech. More songs by local
celebrities followed, and at 10 p.m., the
singing of *“ God Save the Queen ”’ end-
ed a very enjoyable and sociable even-
ing, for which the ladies of the district
deserve great credit.

A FEW INCHES OF PLAIN ENG-
LISH.

Nowadays men are doing allsorts of won-
ders by means of eleciricity, both in mec-
hanics and in chemistry. Isee by the pap-
ers that they expect to_be able to produce
real diamonds by it. Perhaps they ma
marvels never cease. But we will wait ti
they do before we crow over that job. Up
to this time, anyway, everything that 1s
both valuable and useful isthe frait of hard
work. Even diamonds are mostly got out
of rocky mines. And, within reasonable
limits, it is good for us to bave to work.
Ten shillings honestly earned is better fora
man than {wenty in the shape of alegacy.
The hest condition ,of taings for any
country would be when fair wages could be
earned straight along, without Joss or de-
daction for any reason. But in the present
as%ect of human affairs this is impossible.
Whose fault it 1s we cannot now discuss.
One source of loss, however, is plai en-
ough, and some remedy for it ought to be
found. In Eungland and Wales every work-
ing man averages ten days of illness per
year, making the total loss of wages from

Many People Keep Watch Night at the City

i YN,

of the new has a solemn significance | More British Capital For Invest- Improving Prospects—The Gold Min-

ment in This Provinee—Chain®
Gang at Work. °

ing Industry—Review of
.the Coal Trade.

Golden Cache Mines—Held-Up at|Property Assessments—()nsioms Re-
Cloverdale — The Paris turns—Vital Statistics—Mineral
Belle Claim. - Claims Recorded—Building.

(8pecial to the CoLoN1sT.)

VANCOUVER. m many respects a.review .of the "busi-

Vaxncouver, Dec. 31.—Mr. N. Schou |D€88 activities in this city and district
talked with the Colonist correspondent|9uring the year now closing might be
to-day in reference to the possibility of{™uch more encouraging, there are also
English capital being largely invested in | 280Y indications, quite as noticeable, of
British Columbia mines next sammer, | the likelihood of a-change in the tide and
Mr. Bchou, since his arrival here, has |8 gradual return of its early commercial

Nawammo, Dec. 31.—(Special)—While

|Grip Packed and - . .

Ready for Good-bye to 1896.
Y - We wish to thank our many friends who have
3 been eamitopamnluu%in’ We will
exbrt our every effort to please. o1

in a position to take advantage of fluctuations
in market values; that we work ‘on & small
margin.of profit and give you the benefit of our
gxpe:l::c&?d pulrc iages. quhlll follow the.
ps ns closely and keep you posted
every week, Our low:gﬂoel are t{e fruits of

well bought goods and the power of money.

¢ Wealth's wasteful trickss I

will not learn.
Nor apé the glittering up-
Shall not carved tables serve

my turn,
But all must be of buhl?
Give g p its
louble’ '8,
I ask but one recumbent chair,”

Dixi H. ROSS & Co., Government St.

1897, ‘We want you to understan: thpl? we are-

kept himself in constant touch with the
English reading public by frequent com-
municatiens to the press of (ireat Brit-
ain, and besides ‘giving voluminous in-
formation, arswering all queries about
the provinee that appeared in the press.
He is in receipt of numerous letters from
wealthy Britishers, asking for bona fide
information regarding the mineral
‘wealth of the province, and going into
detail in many instances, bt

© predi¢ts a rush from England and
Secotland next summer, basing his
opinion on the fact that for the first
time the press of Great Britain is notic-
ing the mining possibilities of the prov-
ince in extended - notices. Mr.. Schou
said that two years ago it was very diffi-
cult for him to get his letters into the
Old Country papers, and he would in-
variably receive a polite reply that
British Columbia matters were at pre-
sent of little interest; but he in turn
politely persisied sending information.
Among the numerous letters received by
Mr. Schou recently, is one from a well

activity. This, it id believed, will be
chiefly the result of the constant exten-
sion of the gold mining industry in this
and surrounding districts, the import-
‘ange of which is confirmed by the fact
that a large number of citizens are ener-
ically -pushing negotiations for the
tion of a smelter here, the inangura-
tion of which, it is thought, would be a
powerfal factor in raising the tide of
commercial activity. Nanaimo, with its
entire dependence upon almost a single
industry, has felt the wide-spread de-
pression ' greatly, and for the same
reason- has been slow in recovering.
The foreign coal shipments for 1895 were
considerably below those for the previ-
ous, year, and though fortunatelv this
cannot altogether be said of 1896, there
has still been a slight decreage from the
shipments of 1895,

Though the existing state of affairs be
not & permanent one, it is gratifying to
note that the year is closing with the
prospects of at least several months of

DIMITED BIABILITY

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN

E. G, PRIOR & CO,

J| VICTORIA, VANCOUVER 8 KAMLOOPS

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ SHELF AND HEAVY ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

HARDWARE]

Iron, Steel, Mill and Mining Supplies, Agricultural

known millionaire, which, for meaning | good demand for British Columbia coal
a lot in a small space, is a record break- | from the American markets, owing to
er. Itreads: ‘Write me at once of [changesin the trade conditions and the
something big in British Columbisa, -and | lesssening of the supply of Australian
I will investigate.”” Mr. Schou will|coal brought over by returning grain
probably eail for England before many | carriers.as ballast.,
months as a promoter, possibly lecturing | - The following tables of the foreign
through England on British Columbia’s shipments from the three collieries of
mineral resources. : .. | this district explain themselves :

. The chain gang are being worked daily WELLINGTON COLLIERIES.

in the city limits clearing away brush.
It has been said that the city have no
right to put vagrants in thé chain gang,
that the law draws the line af convicts.
In this case it is & matter of a few un-
fortunate vagrants unduly suffering for
the good of the city, as there is no doubt | June..........
that among those vagrants are the burg-
lars and highwaymen against whom the
police have been unable to get a con-
viction. S November. .
The result of the egamination for en- | December
trance to the High school have been pub-
lished. The West End school sends ten
pupils, nine girls and one boy. The
Central sends eight, Fairview three, Mt.
Pleacant one, private schools two, Glen
Valley school (rural) one.

Mr. J. M. MacKinnon, president of | January
the Golden Cache Mines Com 3n{a,in February................ <
speaking of his recent trip to England [ March

said that he took every opportunity,
apart from the business which actually
took him to England, to effectively ad-
vertise British Columbia and its mining | August
resources and to place them prominently | Septem'

before the English public.: Mr. Mac- [October. ..
Kinnon took with him 250 pounds of the NOW“"I::r

rich gold bearing, free milling quartz | Pecember (approx.
from the Golden Eaxi)le, a8 a sample of Total, 1896. .
what British Columbia could produce. « 1895
The Canadian Pacific railway au'thori+
ties in London gave Mr. MacKinnon
avery assistance in the way of placing
the samples before those most likely to

.Tons.
23,042
25,925
21,106
10,127
17,163
13,523
12,769

January,......
Februar

April...

NEW VANCOUVER COLLIERIES.

Machinery and Implements, Wagons,
Buggies and Carts,

MASSEY-HARRIS BICYCLES|f
THE FACT REMAINS

. FOOTWEAR

Is the Mast Confortable, Stfish and Durable In the Market,

THAT OUR
STOCK OF

OUR RUBBER GOODS

Are just the thing for the dirty, sloppy weather, AND NO ONE SE
THEM 80 CHEAP, T NORRT wenthor ANDRG OB E WERLS

JIM MAYNARD'’S >0 surer,

o OPENED. . ..« |
The Meakin Hotel,
— AT TRAIL, B. C.

The "best appointed in the Kootenay Country,
with all modern improvements. The Choicest
Wines, Liquors and Cigars.

P He was sure that the shooting took | this cause £1,6000,000a year. Wearetalking | be interested, and sent out invitation %:‘Q}‘:gy

1 rumps. place right at his own back door, as his | of the average, you see. But inasmuch as|cards to fifty or sixty of the most|)farch

im Rock Drills hand was on the knob — yet|all working-men are not ill every year, this [influential newspapers = of England | April
e strange  to i wound i |average does not fairly show the suf’ering and Scotland and to

“ ; ! numerous | May
not  in back, but in|2ndlossolthose whoareill. In any given prominent bankers and leading brokers, | June

the breast, a little above the heart, | Y8 many will lose notime at ali, while iy o No o a eh o Cyanide Process Co., of | July

: 7 lose individually f H :
When asked by the reporter if he had ?é‘;f;“ n’ﬂ,ﬁh‘;s:a‘c‘,’,_"i?;‘ acga,-ﬁ;? tf,?, %:’;s_ Glasgow, were especially anxiousts have é:‘;)gc‘e‘glber

had a chance to return the ahot, he hesi- ings, no income from clubs, etc., can make scme of the samplgs, and they were Octoher X
tat:d a moment and then said: ‘“No; up for this—even in money alone—to say | obliged by Mr. MacKinnon. The sequel | November ; £ olai in the district 422, A
I’ve lost my gan.”’ nothing’of the pain and the misery. to Mr, MacKinnon’s trip is in the wide- December of claims now in e distric :

§ MRS. M. A. MEAKIN, Prop.

jv9-6mo

ICTORIA, B.C.

se27-tf

J. E. MACFARLANE, Mgr. Tel. 449.

RKS CO., L.

Yet his own revolver was found, on a
search being instituted by Officer Allen,
behind a pile of wood in the detached
fuel shed, one chamber fired. It is of
the calibre corresponding apparently
with the wound. The coat which he had
worn while on duty Wednesday night
is also a witness in support of
the sucidal theory, being powder-burned
and marked as though the revolver had
been pressed tight against the breast,
the intention being to send the bullet
into or through the heart. This would
undoubtedly have been its course had it
not been deflected by one of the ribs, to
pass into the lung.

The doctor on his arrival found the
injury to consist of a dangerous penetrat-
ing chest wound on the left side in the
region of the heart. From the location of
the point of entrance it would seem most
Tlikely that the bullet would pass through
the body. It had found no ‘exit, how-
ever, and is still lodged in such manner
that probing for it would only seal the
fate of the patient. The doctors, under
the circumstances, can only await de-
velopments—death from pneaumonia,
hemorrhage, or blood-poisoning being
the most likely termination of the case.

When Magistrate Macrae arrived, Dr.

) Fraser baving- said that it would
< be well to have' ‘a formal
statement from the wounded man,

‘he 'had . changed his story in

! -several essential details. He saw his

assailant, he said, but could not describe
him; the shot was fired while he was
:going from the house to the closet,which
is off from the woodshed; he returned
the fire and lost possession of his own
revolver, he didn’t know how; the man
/ who shot him stood eight or ten feet

*r——o

‘AJepadg ®
AJpupoe Suury

i Manufacturers of all classes of Machinery.
11 Supplies, Pipe and Fittings, Brass Goods,
eq tner%elting, etc. Estimates for Boilers and
plication. ®

ninster Avenue, Vaneouver, B.C.
b 316. Cable address, “ Cove.”

away, and though he could see the
bright barrel of his weapon he could not
see his face. .

Chief Sheppard is sufficiently con-
vinced of the falsity of Smith’s
version to deem it unnecessary to
act upon it. The burned coat; a
rool of blood in the shed but
nowhere else; the fact that Smith had
no enemy but himself and his appetite,
and the knowledge that he has been
drinking heavily of late and was de-
pressed in consequence are woven to-
gether and accepted as establishing a
-complete and common-sense present-
ment of the case.

Whether Smith or the Chief is right
remains to be disclosed. The medical
men share the opinion that the wound
was gelf inflicted, and rather expect a
confession to this effect from the patient
before 24 hours more baye passed.

IS NOW
PRINTED
IN BLUE INK

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE -
SIDE WRAPPER

Bottle of the {+
RCESTERSHIRE

SAUCE.

nd Urqhart & Co., Montreal.

A 1LARGE and merry company danced
the old year out and the new year in at
the Mount Baker hotel last evening.

Alluaing to an experience of his in 1888

Mr. George LIaI.gdon says, “ I had to give up
my work.” ow this came to pass he tells

us in a letter dated from his home in White
House Road, Steb??;g near Dunmow,
August 24th, 1892. He had no inherited
disease or weakness, 8o far as he knew, and
was always strong and well up to April of
that 'year—18¢8. Then his strength and
euergy began to leave-him. He felt tired,
not as from work, but 4s from power gone
out of him through some bodily. failure.

He sat down to his meals. but not with his
old eagerness’ and relish. There was a
nasty copper-like taste in his mouth, his
teeth and tongue were covered with slime,
and his throat glogged with a kind ot thick
phlegm, difficult to “hawk up” and eject.
He also speaks of a nagging pain in  the
stomach, flatulency, and much palpitation
of the heart as havingbeen among his sym-
ptoms. As the ai'lment ~whatever it was—
progressed he began to have a hacking
couﬁh which he says, seemed as if it must
shake him to pieces. He couid scarcely
sleep on account of it. One of the most
alarming features of his illness, however,
were the night sweats, for the reason/that

they showed the existence of a soufce of
weakness which must soon, unless arrested
end in total prosiration. In fact he'was ob-
liged to give up his work altogether. To
him—as to any once active mang-this was
like being buried alive. ¥

One doctor whom Mr. Lagdon /consulted,
said he was consumptive, and it did indeed
look that way. “ ¥or twelve Weeks,” he
says, “I went on like this, getting weaker
and weaker, and having reason to believe
that it would end in my taking the one
journey from which no traveller returns.

“It was now July—summer time, when
life to the healthy is so pleasant and full of
hope. At this time my sister-in-law got
from Mr. Linsells, Stebbiog a medicine
that I had not tried get. After having used
one_ bottle I felt better, and when I had
used the second I was cared, and have not
lost an hour’s work since.”

The reader will notice that between the
date of his taking this medicine and the
date of his letter there isan interval of four
years. We may therefore, infer that his
cure was real and permanent The medicine
.by the way, was lother Seigel’s Curative
Syrup. It is not likely be will forget its
rame nor what it did for him. His disease
was indigestion and dyspepsia, the deadly
enemy of every labouring man or woman
under the sun, no matter- what they work
at or work with—hands, brains, or both.

Is it necessary to draw a * moral ’—
schoolbook style —from these facts? No, it
isnot. We Mave talked plain English, and
that is enough.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children,

P ) ]
sestnl L T T ot v

bia in general have received from the

spread notices he and the Golden Cacae
mines in particular and British Colum- Total, iggg e
‘ 289,018
TOTAL OUTPU2 OF COAL.
1895. 1869..
337,146 321,530
. 258,542 202,839
320,900
The state of the coal trade has natur-
ally had its full effect upon l11;h91\Tana.uno
= district with the result that mercants
WESTRIESTER, have in a very large number of cases
WestminsTER, Dec. 31.—While J. I.|suffered considerably and many express

Breen, treasurer of the local lodge 1.0.0. | the conviction that 1896 has” been as

uiet & year as any within the limit of
F., Cloverdale, was close to the lodge the depression of the past few years, but,
rcom door in the rear of the premises, a | ag at this time last year, 4 decided im-
gunny sack was slipped over his h pression is noticeable that the ebb has
from belind and his pockets quickly |reached its limit and that the new year
rifled of $100 lodge money. He was then | wil| bring the prophesied change:
thrown violently to the ground. When| qhe early assessments of property
the sack was removed there was no one| withinthe electorial district carry out to
in sight. some extent the statements made as to
the general depression will be seen are

press of Great Britvin. Mr. MacKinnon’s
trip and the marvellously rich specimens
exhibited by him are noticed in all the
influential and conservative papers in Wellington *
England and Scotland, many of the| Union
more conservative of them for the first
time printing a notice voluntarily on
British Columbia mines.

large number of these are on Texada
island and in Dunsmuir district.

The accidents in coal mines have this
year been particularly few, only nine
out of some 3,0C) men employed by the
three collierier having been fatally in-
jured during the year, and only seven-of
these underground. The number of
serjous accidents reported from the three
mines was this year 35 and last year 46.
Building during the year has been
quiet, the only two structures of import-
ance being the new Central school, which
was finished in July, and the new court
house, finished a few months eariier,
both of which were started in 1895.
Perhaps the most important public
project of the year is the organization of
a syndicate to obtain a charter for the
construction of a narrow gauge railway
from Nanaimo up the Nitinatt valley
and across the island to Alberni. Inthe
event of Alberni becoming the great
mining country which "is anticipated,
this railway would undoubtedly prove a

384 | to Nanaimo with the changing of the] ]
boundary of the district in reference to| A E
Texada island, makes the total number |

A Splendid Showing of the Trade
of the Port in Customs
Returns.

This Year’s Exports Amount in Val-
uation to Over $500,000 More
Than Last Year.

Trade has, according to the customs
statistics, been decidedly better in 1896
than in previous years, showing an im-
provement of over $500,000 in exports
alone. This, too, is in spite of the fact
that the seal catch this year has been
less than the preceding years. The sal-
mon output, however, counterbalanced
this, while the mineral shipments con-
nected with the port have also been very
satisfactory. A comparison of the ex-
ports as made by months is as follows:

NELSON.
(From the Nelson Tribune.)
The suit of the Nelson & Fort Shep-
pard railway company against the Paris

Belle mining claim, in which the title of
the defendant mining company to-its
mining claim is attacked, will come up
for argument at Victoria«during the first
week in January before a full bench.
The railway company claims that every
location made subseqvent to April, 1898;
the time of the filing of the selection un-
der the railway grant, not accom anied
by an entry bond, is invalid. This is
the point raised against the location of
the Paris Belle. .
Otto Abeling, the well known mill
man, has just returned from the Lanark
mine near Illecillewaet, where he is put-
ting up a 2C)-ton concentrator for the
Lillooet, Fraser River & Cariboo Gold
Fields Company, limited. The mill is
about one mile from the mines, and will
be® connected by, an aerial tramway.
The property consists of seven -claims,
and is developed by'four tunnels. The
larger tunnel has a depth of 700 feet
the face. The ore is silver-lead, whic
will run 656 ounces silver and 75 per
cent. lead.

J. T. Sullivan, siiperintendent of the
Elsie mine on Wild Horse creek, re-
ports the shaft down 26 feet, showing 4
feet of solid ore between two gcod walls.
The ore is qdartz, carrying sulphurets,
and recent assays average about $300 to
the ton. Exactly what the value of the
ore is will not be known until a ship-
ment or two have been made to the
smelter. One sample lot of four tons
shipped from the surtace two months
ago to the Trail smelter ran a little over
$90.

Preturns will show but yery little change M

great boon both to the merchants of
Nanaimo and the mine owners taf Al- Janiary
berni,” especially if sufficient induce- uar
P . ments can be given to bring a smelter | 3o orY-
$1.612 106 | ere—and the citizens of Nanaimo have
"791,40) | abundance of business enterprise yet.

by no means altogether discouraging.
They are as follows:
NORTH AND SOUTH NANAIMO.

1,862,574
NANAIMO CITY.
Real,

Personal.
$772,600
768,500

INLAND REVENUE.

The customs returns,. .which are not| The appended tableof Inland Revenue 314'299

248,340
1,027,185
144.350
165,728

obtainable in detail at the time of Writ- | collections in Division No. 87, for the
ing, show a uniform and considerable | past few years shows a healthy and im-
decrease in the amount of duty collected | proved condition of the branches of
during every quarter of the year and a | trade covered by the returns:
consequently smaller ‘importation of | Months. 1895.
dutiable goods though goods coming in{January.......... $ 10,5% 68
free of duty are largely:in excess of what | February........ 10,224 99
they were last year, 1{19 inland revenue | March..... .

i e
“18%. 3 . 299,909
$ 13,491 0L 50478
filh b

from last year. : 3
During 1896 the vital statistics show v e
%there were 258 births, 93 deaths and 57 August...... o

$2,863,434 $2,855,065
IMPORTS.
Free. Dutiable.

$3,013,213

D'ty Paid.
$ 45,304 31

marriages, as compared with 260 births, | September

1895... 620,615

The deaths in Nanaimo City durix:ig the
year were 46, a satisfactorily low death
rate and one which indicates markedly
the st.ate1 of theﬂpgblic health during the

t twelve months. S L i
pl"g)nevm-y gratifying set of figures is|derived from the following 1:::0::0!-
that relating to police matters. Durirg ] !
1895 174 chfrges %re investigated in the| MO Cigars. L‘cg‘c‘:“ months are as follows:
city police court, and 269 in the district | yanuary....... 251433 $116 % | January
court, while this year there were only | Februa: . 31 95 | February
some 95 cases in the former and 78 in | Ma:zch March
the latter, and of these 173 at least 113 2
were breaches of the Liquof and Indian
acts.

The number of mineral claims record- | ARERS:-.
edin the Nanaimo mining division is | October.......
exactly 800, which, with 22 recorded be- gﬂve‘lﬂwg
iore the first of the vear and 100 trans- | SCETRVEr....
ferred from the New Westminster office

$154,871 34

quite 8o great
Insp'n | YE&r as in 1895.
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Totals 93,823 93
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1,767,896

1895,
45,743
38,769
58,

670,700

r 3 4 & R 4 ,836,’ 2 34, 17
118. deaths and 79 marriages in 1895. | October " b Totals 18%6... $906,778 $1,836,772 %Y&ow

There has been s slight decrease in
———— | the collections from those of 1895, which
’ $168,861 38 | shows, no doubt, that the tide, of immi-
The receipts for 1896 above given are | gration from the orient has tﬂgt lf:;
The collections by

691,41




