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May the Christmas Spirtt fill the hearts of!
our readers with gladness and good cheer )
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and good fellowship.
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" CHRISTMAS IN WAR TIME

Written for The Standard by
REV,. D, R. SHARPE, M.A, B.D
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his footstool. He is on the throne to
day caring for that world  which
brought him down to dle, We have
not only his Gospel but his presence.
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep,

The wrong shall fail,

The right ‘prevail
With peace omn earth, goodwill to

men.,"”
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HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP PINKHAM
Anglican Bishop of Calgary, whose Christmas message to The
Standard readers appears on this page.

HIS LORDSHIP. BISHOP McNALLY
=3 Catholic Bishop of Calgary, who sends a Christmas message to our
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Bishop McNally’s Message

The original Christmas message
was, “Peace on Earth, Goodwill to
men.” Is it premitted to any claiming
the Christian name to proclaim anoth-
er now? 1 cannot think so. But, for
the second successive anniversary of
this glorious festival, the Angels’ mid-
night message in faroff Judea geems
meaningless and futile. The beings
for whom the God of Glory diasdained
not to take on the human form are
8 engaged in the senegeless and
bloody task of destroying one another.
But when the vigtble bead of Chris-

ndom, the succestor that Peter for

om the Saviour prayed that his
h fail not order that'he in turn
might eonfirm his brethrel, raises his
voice in s=olemn -appeal for
imploring even a hristmas

the carnage, there are
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but, in the final analysie, for the pres |

ervation of our own corporate exist

ence., We in this portion of the Em-|
pire are doing our part. Mapy from |

our ranks have given sterling “wroof of
that virtue described by St. Aunbrose
as, “the soldier’s fortitude, in which
no mean form of righteousness and
{nobility is exhibited, in chosing death

jrather than” slavery and dlsgrace”]
And, if 1 may speak a8 representing

the clergy, while but a few attached to
ithe British troops have shed their life-

blood, we may say of all that they too |

have done thelr share, for they, “whilst
keeping their hands unstained, yet by
the pouring out of their prayers to
God are fighting for those who are en-
gaged in a just wary” But while we
feel that this war, wbatever may be
gaid of the causes remotle and prox-
imate that 1 to it, is from our
point o has been entered
th & deep sense of
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MONTGOMERY

Pastor of St. Barnabas’ Church, Hilthurst, writes an appropriate

message on the Yuletide season

. Bless thy little lambs tonight,
And tho’ the darkness be near us, keep us safe ’til morning light.” ’

By D. R. SHARPE, M.A,, B.D

2 REMEMBER before Thee
Our Father, those, who at
the word of command, look
death In the face and who,
for the sake of honor, justice and lib-
erty are making the supreme sacri
fice Help us to believe that they
are good soldiers of Thine. Help them
to see that their sufferings and their
blood will, like the blood of noble mar
tyrs be fountains from whenec
flow rivers which shall be fo
ing of the nations. Open them the
sources of comfort, we pray Thee
May their own soul’s' enrichment be in
due accord with their sacrifice As
the sufferings of 1T abound in
m 50 may tk consolations
abound in Christ ant them vigion
to €ee béyond the present conflict the
of Thy glory and Thy
- feel that their suf
ngs are akin to Thine own and in
his sacred com eship may the bat
tlefield become the mount As they
pariake of the sacrament of suffering
transfigure all their experiences in the
Hght of the cross. Give them beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning
and the garment of praise for the
gpirit of heaviness
Our Father, we yearn for our
brothers who are in the trenches and
who are preparing to go in. We would
fain be near them at this time o pro

tect them from danger and touch them
with the tenderness of our love, We
cast our cares for them on Thee and

ipray Thee to do better for them than

we could do. In time restore
to us- and gladden our gou
their sweet ght. We remember
fore Thee, too, the loved ones
whose dear eyes we shall never
again. O God, in whom are both t
living and the dead, Thou are
their life and light and }j £
Thow art ours. Lay Thy hand tender
y upon them and grant - that some
day we may meet again and hear
their broken words of love Greater
love hath no man than this that a
man lay down his life for his friends
Teach us to know that our brave sol
diers and seamen are fighting not only
for justice and liberty and peace but
also for individuals. Help us to rea
lize that they are giving themselves to
guard the honor of their mothers, their
wives and their sweethearts. Help us
to see that we are notf free to glory in
their devotion until we share in their
sacrifice, until we suecor them by
gifts, by love and by prayer. If' we
cannot go to battlefield or sea, grant
that we may help as best we' may
those who have gome. And do Thou
Father comfort them according to the
exceeding riches of Thy grace and the

| exceeding greatness of Thy power

We pray for the suffering wo
hood of our Empire, For those br
souls who in surrendering husband
sons and lovers have given the
est possession of their
tnow nothing of the joy of co

glory of victory hey know
the weary monotonous strain
Home Watch, Their suff
comparable. - Strengthen
the knowledge that they the
custodians ©f the race and make th
happy in the thought that they
are good;soldiers of Jesus Christ
their loved ones d battle
peace 4o their Lighten
heurs ‘of t r loneliness with
presepce. Throw around their res
ness ' thy restfulness Let
balm like summer warmth
of fears and the ache of pal
from their es the dull thougl
the dreary stretches of the lonelyr

earthly loves
i Y presence
ng influences of ithy

O God hasten the day when the suf
ferings of our people shall have ac
complished thy purpose, and from the
blood of our brothers may there spring
& new day for humanity. We ask in
{the name of Him whose Birthday we
now celebrate. Amen.

“Glory to God In the highest, and on

earth peace, good will towards men.”

Did human ears ever hear words so
full of love, joy and peace, as the
angels chanted them to the shepherds,
in the midnight silence above the
plaing of Bethlebem! And, they have
been repeated all down the ages, not
in the plains of Judea only but.all over
the wide world; till, in thege Ila
days, from porth to south, from eas
to west, the Church of the ' Living
God proclaims them; that, wherever
ginning, sorrowing human beings are
they may receive the joy and consola-
tion, the peace and strength such
words convey
| Who was it whos
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some supremely w
great angel sent
infinitely more It
ing Word of the Fa
gotten Son of God,
speaks when he
ning was the Word
with God. TI
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|Of Him it is esaid: “The Word was
/made flesh and dwelt among us®
{This is He of whom we eay in the
| Apostles’ Creed: “Jesus Christ our
|Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the virgin, Mary.” R
|is of Him of whom we read that, “Hiws
|mother brought forth her first borm
{son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
|clotheg and laid Him in a manger, be
cause there wae no room for them in
the ‘inn.” He is-a helpless little in-
fant; yet, “He is the first-born of every
creature,” He is “God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten
not created,” ‘“the brightness of the
Father’s glory and the express image
of His person.” And, from the bosom
of His father He came, came to be
a little child; to be a man; to be
our Saviour and our Redeemer. He
share man’ ot with. men;
] i bone of
us, living
ipted as
ished all
s taken our
g it, and
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MAYQR M. C. COSTELLO

His Worship Mayor Costello

extends to the people of Calgary,

through The Standard, the best wishes for the festive season, and
hopes that New Year, which will soon be here, will find all happier and
more prosperous than ever, and all working together for a bigger and

better Calgary,
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