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COMMUNICATIONS.

Wezeish it distinctly understood that
we do not hold owrselves responsible
for the opinions expressed by our
correspondents,

Sidewalk between Atwood and
ewry.

To.the Editor of Tz Brr.

DxAR Sir:—Having noticedin a re-
cent 1ssue of THE BEE the recommend
ing of building a sidewalk between
Atwood and Newry, I, for one; most
heartily endorse the movement for a
great many reasons, my strongest rea-
son is that by building a sidewalk be-
tween the two placesit would, in a great
measure, tend to perpetuate the friend-
1y spirit now existing between the two
villages, and with the heart; Co-opera-
tion of both the work eould be easily
accomplished. The writer knows of
one party who offers to give $5 toward
huild}in g the proposed walk. I would
therefore suggest that a few of the lead-
ing men of both places ‘meet _soon-and
push the work forward. .

Yours, &e.,
CITIZEN.
Newry, April 5, 1890. )
Newry ‘‘Scooptograph.”’
To the Editor of Tur BEk.

DErAR Sir.—Since the “Scooptograph”
made the startling revelations in your
issue of March 28th, many were the
comments, queries and suggestions as
to what the article was referring to.
We wantedto draw it mild and not
startle you good people by breaking the
good tidings to you all at once, but pave
the way for what was to follow. In the
first place, Mr. Editor, the people of
Newry and neighborhood have reasons
to be thankful that we have in our
midst such an able journal as THe BEg
where such scandals may be made pub-
lic and the perpetrators names branded
before the public. The perplexing prob-
lem will be, Mr. Editor, how came the
“Scooptograph” in possession of the
astounding facts about to be made pub-
lic? And let me here state that the
“Scooptograph” is of Newry parentage,
and not of Atwood. Was it applied to
the key-hole? Was it set in operation
in some mysterious corner of the room ?
Or is it a thing whose ingress and egress
is not barred by padlocked doors? It
is the latter. Maybe the “Scooptograph”
was a little previous in making the
faets public so soon and likely ere this
the “stuff” would bein the columns of
some journal. When the thing dawned
upon us we exclaimed like the states-
man of old: “Ismell a rat! I smell a
rat! I see him brewing in the air, but
I shall nip him in the bud!” And nip
him we did, We think good people it
is not to youy interest to know all Llli‘Lt
was contained in this piece of poetry(?)
We are sorry that the “Scooptograph”
failed to turn it\out vertatim et litera-
line but it gavg us enough to satisfy
the minds of the public that our last
article was true and perfectly justifiable,
Such nonsensical trash no journal
would defile its columns. by publishing
it. Isis now about four weeks since
the “Scooptograph got on the secret.
Now good people prepare your breasts
tor the dagger and “if you have _t,(:il.}‘.? to

*shed prepare to shed them nOw. J,ln’&:
“‘poetry” was entitled “Our _Teachers,
and the following are the individuals
on whom the “poetry” was composed:
Mr. Craig, T. Fullarton, Geo.Thompson,
G. A. Harvey and W. G. Morrison, One
name may have escaped our notice—
that of Mr. Poole. Good people now
are you satisfied. We will give some
extracts and make a few comments on
what we got from the seattered scraps;
Mr. Craig—You might be seen pacing
the floor and studying your sermon in-
stead of attending to your school. Not
your calling. Mr. Fullarton—Y ou kept
nostrap but the surrounding trees had
to suffer. “You are a stiff-hacked Pres-
byterian as may be plainly seen by thg
way you walk to church Sundays, &e.
Geordie you are small but mighty and
hammered the boys like forty, then took
to wife your M-a-iri-e. Geo. A. you
are an angel; all you lack is the wings
and you will soar away to a more genial
clime. You left to “pursue a course in
a higher sphere.” “Next comes our
great W. G. He's a good teacher as
may be plainly seen;” but “therp’s mean-
ness in Eis character, and he is partial
to the girls.” Now good people how do
you like it? We think there were eight
verses, eight lines in a yerse, each teach-
er occupied a verse with an introductory
and winding up one. Now good people
we ask your forgiveness and forbear-
ance for tli§e extracts and comments
presented fo you. We thougkt first of
“hewing to the line and letting the chips
fall where they may,” but mo esty for-
bade us. Thanking you, Mr. Editor,
for space in your valuable journal, and
may you long be spared to elevate the
mora{s of the public.

Newry, Aprii 1, 1890.

[We will not publish any further com-
munications on this subject as they are
of no interest whatever to the public.
—ED.

INcoGNITO.

Science is not Providence.

To the Editor of THE BEx. e
DxAR Sir:—7Phe following definition
Ilearned at school many years ago, and
to this day know no better. “Science is
a collection of the general principles or
.Jeading truths of any branch of know-
ledye system..ically asranged.” It has

been brought afresh to my mind by
reading two recent issuesot " a periodi-
cal called Secular Thoughf, published in
Toronto, on March 15th and .22nd. In
a verbatim report of a fowr- nights’ de-
bate on “Christianity or Secxﬁarism——
Which is: true ?” ‘between I.Xev. Dr. Mc-
Cann and G. W. Foote, I, ndon, Erfg.
which latter gentleman has recently
been elected to the leadership of the
English Free Thought Parfy as success-
or to Mr. Bradlaugh; he endeavors to
prove amongst other propositions- that
“Secularism recognises no providence
but science.” . This remipds me that
over thirty years ago I sawbilla placard-
ed over the walls of ‘my native town
announcing a lecture to b4 delivered by
an eminent Secularist, Mr,| Tolyoake, on
the subject: “Science the| true Proyi-
dence.” Now let us substitute the defi-
nition above given for the hing defined
and see how it reads in cofnection with
the foregoing propositions. “A. collec-
tion of the general princirles or leadin
truths,” yes, and we may aid of all fol-
lowing truths “of any,” of every branch
of knowledge syswmaticjlly arranged
is the true Providence. Secularism
recognises no Providence but a collec-
tion of general principles or the truths
of all branches of knowledge systemati-
cally arranged.” I suppose Secularism,
which is a mere abstraction, does not
regognise Providence or anything else,
lef us therefore substitute Secularists
for Secularism, and say “fecularists re-
cognize no Providenee buf a ecollection
of the general pringciplds, ete.” The
word “but” would lead us to suppose
that Secularists, see or retognise what
they see no where else—a Providence in
a collection of truthg arrapged ina sys-
tem. Providence, iy its ordinary sense,
is to see before, and as a tesult of fore-
seeing is to providesr prépare for the
time coming buf not yei arrived. A
collection of truths whethar arranged in
a system and called scienck or jumbled
together as the bitg of colsred glass in
a kalediscope, cannot see at all, either
what exists now in the present, or will
exist in the futufe. It is the mind
which has the knowledge of truth which
sees, or knows, henee we would require
to change the proposition “Science is
the true Providence,” and say ‘“Scien-
tists are the true Providence.” I am
ready to admit that Sclentists see before
hand, to a limited extpnt, some things
which are to take plae inthe universe
which ordinary mortals, like me, don’t
seq, Forinstance, they. can tell when,
an eclipse is"to happen long years before
it takes place;or in what direction the
wind will probabty bkw'on the morrow
and whether it will ¥ain ersnow. I can
do neither. But I don’t claim to have
at present, nor do I hope to have at
any future period of this mundane
sphere of éxistence, any very extensiye
acquaintance with “the circle of the
sciences.® However, if a new divinity
is to be set up for me to worship, I pre-
fer as such the Scientist to Science, It
is an axiomatie truth; that the creator
or maker of a thing is greater than. the
thing created, or made: and suidfy the
person who discovers, collects, classifies
and arranges truths, is greater than his
workmanship—the product of his mind
and hand to which he and others give
the name Science. This creature of
man’s 1s an inert, fifeless,
which can neither seg, nor hear, nor
speak, nor feel. T¢ call it Providence
is simply to deify ai idol. OFf the God
which I have been taught to worship it
is said he counts the number of the
stars, “He names them every one.” As-
tronomy, one of the noblest 6f the
sciences, never counted one star, still
less every one, and the Astronomer,
however clever and leamed if candid
and truthful, will not claim to be able
to do what this old-fashioned deity is
said to do. He is represented as ad-
dressing certain favorites of the human
family “I will never leavs thee nor- for-
sake thee,” and with the eourage arising
outof this promised never ending divine
companionship they are led to say “So
we may boldly say the Lord is my help-
er and I will not fear what man can do
unto me.” About his knowledge it is
written: “The very hairs of your head
are all numbered.” Notla sparrow falls
to the ground without your Father.”
“Be not anxious about what you shall
eat or drink or wherewithal ye shall be
clothed, for your Father kEnoweth ye
have need of these things,” and if he'is
my Father with knowledge of my needs
he will supply them without fail,

“The beasts with food his hands supply
And the young ravens when they cry.*
Science never fed a Sparrow, amouse,
alion,or a man. Itisa very poor Pro-
vid-or. Now 1f this ancient Deity be a
myth existing only i the minds of
superstitious people he surely is not one
whit more mythical than the modern
divinity called Science. The knowledge
powers, influences and works attribut-
ed to the former as far transcend the
latter as the heavens do the earth. My
Secularist brother, I would not trade
deities with you, if you were to give me
dl the property you own to boot. It
would be a wretchedly bad bargain for

X8,

abstraction,

Atwood, March 31, 189,

‘ —~——
| Planting Trees,

he tree-planting season will soon be
on band and in Ontario, at least in the
rurdl sections, ornamenty] planting is as
yetin its infangy, and a gouil deal of
censire has been passed on fapmers for
negleting it, in as much as, notwith:
stanling the ery of harq times, farmers
are i} a condition -to procure some of

‘the cymforts ang laxuries of life as well

as the necessaries of life, Thelog shanty
has given wav to the tasteful frame and
the most substantial brick house; and
the old ox-cart has been laid aside for
the stylish top buggy, and to corres-

ond with and beautify their fields,
10mes and roads more ornamental tree-
planting should be ragsorted to. As a
groundwork to pragiically carry out
this nothing more saitable can be had
than a judicious planting of evergreens.
They can be made hgth ornamental and
useful if properly laid out soas to pro-
tect the buildings, orchards and crops
from the cold winds, Among our ng-
tive deciduous trees of course the ma-
ples stand pre-eminent and for planting
along the roadsides no better selection
can be made. It would, however, great-
ly relieve the appearance of sameness
if a few other Kinds such as our bass-
wood, elm, ash, ete., were interspersed
among them, which, when properly
trained possess a beauty and elegance

g | of which they are destifute when found | P

growingin the woods, with long bare
trunks and scragey branches af the top.
T'here are also. other varietes, that may
be grown for ornament, and prefit such
as sweet hickory, walnut, chestnut
and other nut bearing trees, and it is
surprising at the present prices of .this
*ruit in our markets that greater atten-
fion is not paid to this clags of trees by
our farnders. Then the wood of all these
kinds will soon be searce in Ontario for
manufacturing purposes, and thus a
double profit will be made. Every far
mer this spring should lay out to plant
Some one or other of the trees above
mentioned for ornament, use and profit.

Washington Letter.

(From Our Regulay Correspondent.)

WAsmNG'rON, March 31, 1890,

Henry Cabot Lodge’s bill to throw a
halo of personification about the head of
the American postmaster will hardly be-
come a law, While there may be some
valid objections to.the present manner
of selecting this class of officials, Mr.
Lodge has made a failure in his attempt
to devise a practical substitute, Should
Mr. Lodge’s bill become a law the coun-
try would bedivided into postal districts,
and a postmaster ingpector in each dis-

trict would inspect the patriots who |

should offer themselves and pass on
their qualifications. It would then be
the duty ot the inspector to prepare a
list of the applicants, placing their
names in the orderin which he regarded
their respective merits, and this list
would be filed with the Postmaster Gen-
eral. Then the latter official be called
on to send to the President the name
which heads the list, or else furnish in
writing suflicient reasons for such re-
fusal. But what Mr. Lodge and other
reformers prefer to designafe the “spoils”
system of choosing postmasters has
many advantages over the romantic and
visionary fad which is now being con-
sidered by the House post, office com-
mittee. Under the present, system, the
member of Congress practically names
the postmasters in his, district, and he
is in turn respounsible to the voters of
such district. if he fails to elect good
officers, and the service suffers, the
people have the remedy in their own
hands. They can turn, the Congress-
man out and elect a representative who
would give them competent postmasters,
While under Mr, Lodge’s proposed sys-
tem the district postoftice Inspector pro-
tected by inconsistent and complicated
rules, could appoint whom he pleased
and laugh in the faces of the people
when they saw fit to object. There may
be some room for improvement over
the present mode of selecting postmas-
ters, but Mr. Lodge and. his reform col-
eagues have failed to present it in a
practical form.

" 'Ta most people in Washington the
Capital by day is as familiar as their
own homes. But when night comes
and the street-seers and place-hunters
are driven out, when the Nnoisy house
and stolid Senate haye both adjourned
for the day and the lastcommittee clerk
has gone home, then the capital is alto-
gether a different place. The Senate
ustally ends its day’s prodeeedingsin se-
cret session, when. the galleries are clear-
ed, and sothe change "from animation
to its suspension is less pronounced and
sudden. Butin the House wing the
transition from bustling activity to si-
lence and desertion is remarkably quick
and complete, especially when the ses-
sion has lasted till well into evening,
When the speaker’s gavel is finally laid
down the members hurry out in groups

of two or three, the galleries empty their | 5241

usually scant crowds into the corridors,
and the whole lot swarm out at the var-
igus doors to go to dinner or worse, The
big white building is in the hands of the
Capital police force, and they are su-
premejfor the night. Nooneis admit

ted save members of Congress, clerks of
committees and messengers, or people
who have business in some part of the
building. By midnight thelast of the
late staying members and committee
clerks has gone home, and the capital
is left to the watchers and mice, The
tessalated floors of the long corridors re-
echo to no footstep to the vaulten ceil-
ings, save when once an hour a solitary
watchman passes on hisrounds. In the
Senate end of the capitol there is one
room that is watched with especial sol-
icitude. Thisroom contains the execy-
tive files of the Senate the records of
the what the Senate does when iv hides
its chamber and communes alone, out,
more or less, of the high light of thg
public press. One of the watchmen is

away from the room in which they are..
It is well into the morning before the
Capital wakes and becomes again the
most interesting place in Washington.
Its frequenters are. late risers for the
most part. But the Capitol is the first
building in all Wagnihgton the sun
shines on. His earligst beams kiss the
bronze lips of the helmeted Goddess of
Liberty that stands on the dome of the
Capitol several minutes before he gets
down to any other. But the Goddess
is well warmed in the sun’s rays before
%_he Capitol displays any signs of anima
ion,

Inspiring strains of music by the ma-
rine band, nodding hranches from tall
graceful palms, arranged m a snit of
magnificent ai)artmeuts on the: main
floor of the Arlington, were among the
attractions which greeted the guests
Saturday evening at the reception ten-
dered by the representatives of the Un-
ited States to their associates in the
an-American Conference. Out of the
700 invitations sent out by the Secre-
tary of State it is safe to say that few
regrets ;were sent, judging from the
crowds.in attendance until midnight.
There was an absence of any formality
whatever, but the spirit of fraternity
prevailed in the most cordial and en-
thusiastic degree, and eitizens of the
sister republics of the American Con
tinent were indeed harmonious and un-
ited in having a good time.

-VICTORIA.

THE DEVELORMENT - OF THE PACIFIC
PROVINCE METROPOLIS.

The Victoria Times has published a
large anniversary number fo celebrate
the centenary of the finding by the Span-
iards of Royal Bay in 1790, the first
Europeans to visit the spot. Much in-

NO: 12

9,254 souls and no debt, On August 154
1835, thirteen months after incorpora-
tion, R. B. Sullivan, Mayor, under the .
authority of an Act of the Common
Council of the City of Toronto passed
on the 17th of July, 1835 issued deben
tures bearing six per cent. interest to
the.amount of £5, 000, or $20,000 curren-
cy, payable in one year, for the construe-
tion of commeon sewers in the eity.
Thesg (lebenturPa were sign®ed by A. T,
McCord, City, Chamberlain, and Mr.
sullivan, the Mayor, and were bought
by Messrs. Faweett, Green & Co, This
loan was the basis of the present ‘'oron-
to debt, being the first money borrowe:d
by the city. The history of the transac-
tion can be seen in an old musty, oder-
iferous manuseript book at the Citv
Hall, the ink very faint in places and
the spelling slightly different to that
taught in the. Publie Schoolg to-day.
The whole of that first debt, principal
.ilé)';(l‘mterest, was paid off by August 1st,

00,

Before that loan was paid off, howev-
er, another 1oan was placed on the mar-
ket by vote of . the then City Couneil.
The debentures were dated January 20,
1836, and the loan was £300 or $1,400 in
currency, payable at the end of one year
at,the Bank of Upper Canada, with" in-
terest at 6 per cent, The purchaser was
a I. T, Billings, and the money was
borrowed to help to pay off the previors
lean of £500. 1he security offered was
four acres of land, now the site of St.
Lawrence Market and Hall. The city
has never been out, of debt from that
time to the present, Jetween 1836 and,
1840 several small lIoans, all at 6 per
cent., were burm\\'e(l, the ereditors be-
ing Toronfo people, and the debentures
were payable at the Bank of Upper
Canada, F."T". Billings being one of the.
ptincipal of the city ecreditors, The
amounts borrowed appear rediculously

formation is given in regard to the
history and development of the flour-
ishing city which the Times loves to
callits home. From the Times sum-
mary the following is extracted:—

Victoria ranks as fifth port in the Do-
minion. The exports far the year 1889
were as follows:—

EXPORTS—PORT OF VICTORIA,
Mines (gold) 490,825
Fisheries 2,206,950
150

Total ..o, vsmptis }....$3,088,015
The importsfor the saine period were
$2,913,198.
Victoria carries on. trade with the, Un-
ited States, Great Britain, Australia,
China, Peru, Chili, Sandwich Island, Ja-
pan and Mexico, in coal, fish, hides, trea-
sure, lumber and furs, Among the
leading resources of the town, apart
from its position asagovernment, social
and educational centre, and a manufac-
turing and commercial city, be named

especially charged with regarding these
segzets at night, and Le is never fap

the sealing interests, the fishing and In-
diamtrade of the northwest coast, and
the fur trade of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany.

Last year 22 British and 8 foreign
sealing schooners brought to this port
a cateh of 35,310 skins, valued at $247,-

70.

The shipments of gold dust from. the
banks amounted to nearly a half a mil-
lion dollars.

The salmon pack for 1889, of which
our merchants handled the greater part,
realized the enormous valne of $2,228 -
617. There have also been several ship-
ments of salted and frozen fish,including
the produce of all skil fishery, a new in-
dustry.

The coal output of Vancouver Island
amounting to 548,503 tans, against 489 -
300 tons for 1888, including the first
shipment from the great Union mines
near Comox,

It is estimated that, apart from. all
the business set forth above, upwards
of 70,000 tourists visited the civy last
summer,

The principal commercial needs of
the community are the esfablishment
of a tourist; interest on our northwest
coast, the axtension of the Island rail-
way to Fort Rupert, the conbtruction of
the' Canada Western Central, connec-
tion by ferry with the American system
of railways, and the establiShment of
manufactures.

The population in 1863 numbered 6,-
000, in 1886 14,000, and is now stated by
the City Council ta be 20,000, besides
some 2,500 Chinese and a tew Indians,
The increase last; year is estimated at

’

History of Toronto’s Debt.

ITS GROWTH SINCE 1834,

The history of the debt is interesting
though hard'to get at. Prior to the
year 185Q the minutes and by-laws of
the City Council were in manuscript
only and were never printed, nor have.
they yet. The manuscripts can be seen
at the City Hall—a mass of dusty, dis-
colored papers, reams of them—and to
go through them all weuld involve weeks
of labor. In 1859 the minutes of the
Council and the by-laws were printed
for the first time, and, since that date,
it is not a difficult, if a tedious matter
to dissect them.

The following brief history of the
city debt, how it first commenced, how
it has grown and what it has been con-
tmctegrfor, will be interesting,-~

Toronto was first incorparated in J uly
1834, ' The first Mayor was Wm. Lyon
Mackenzie. At the time pf its incor-
poraticn the town Lad a q)pulatgon of |

small in these days. of great things;
there were loang for £150, £200, £200,
the pound sterling in those days being
worth $#4 in Upper Canada currencey.

To go through all. those musty old
manuseripts would entail days of labor,
and when completed would always be’
a suspicion that something had’ been
overlocked, and the result might be in-
accurate. A brief berusal of them, how-
ever, shows one thing, viz;that the City
Fathers 1n those days were very rarely
absent from the meeting of the Coun-
cil, and the reason was, that over their
heads hunga by-law imposing a sharp
fine for non-attendance,

The debt of Toronto has gradually
grown from the time when Mr. Sullivan
was Mayor to the preseut, and it is to-
day:—

For general purposes, ... .$11,080,832.95
Forlocal improvements. . .. 2,130,523.73

£ R e $13,211,356.68
The amount of interest paid yeariy
on this debt and the amount required
for sinking fund to eventually wipe out
the debentures as they fall due is 8650,-
000, which has to come out of the year's
taxes. Last year,1889, the taxes amount-
ed to- $2.195,000, this year they will
amount; toa great deal more, nearly
$20,000,000 having been added: to the
city’s assessment last year. The bor-
rowing powers of the city are limited
by Act of Parlitaent to 1214 per cent. on
the first one hundred million dollors of
assessment, and to 8 per cent. on any
éxcess over $100,000,000, The eity hus
yet very large borrowing powers,

Britton.

Robert Stevenson, who is at present
teaching in Wellington Co., spent tl.e
Kaster holidays with his parents.

Miss Clara Boyd owing to sickness
was not able to resume her duties on
the re-opening of school, how ever, we
are glad to hear she is recoyering speed-
ily and will be able to be around in a
few days. Her brother, Samuel, who
came down from Goderich, where he has
been attending the High Sehool, for
his holidays, is taking charge of her
school.

Newry.

Lots and some to give away—mud.

Ed. Harvey has obtained a situation
as-teacher in Manitoba,

George Harvey is home from Toronto
Medieal School and looks well.

S.H, Harding was presiding examiner
in our sehool at the promotion examin-
ation last week.

James Coulter is suffering from a se-
vere cold and a slight attack of inflan-
mation on the lungs.

Will Gray has been visiting at Honey
Grove this last week. There must Le
something sweet about the place as it is
the apple of his eye. °

Samuel Gray and Dan. Lineham, the
former of Stratford Collegiate Institute,
and the latter of Goderich Collegrate In-
stitute, are housed under the parental
roof.

The salary. in connection with the
post office here has been increased by-
$18, owing to.increase of business, Mr,
Gee is a shrewd: business man and says.
that it pays to adyertise in Tue Bk,

The road wouk: this spring is to be.
spent in making s sidéwalk through
the village and extending if as far norih
as the labor will reach. "All the villag-
ers have promised to giye extra days or
money and thg. thing has assamed
& practical slm*)e, and time will see us
in possession of a good-walk to Atwood,
Let the Atwoodites join hauds with the
Newiyites in this good work and tlia,
benefit derived therefrom' will be Uy
speakable. [Giveus your paw.—KED.




