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WAK AT ONCE ..

INTERESTING AND ROMANTIC

Details Recalled By Death Of Sir Charles Brooke, Who Carried On Work Of Sub-
duing Head-Hunters There; State Is Now Well Governed and Prosperf_)_us

(By Russell Dyer Owen, in New
York Sun).

Years ago when England was fas-
tening lier grip securely on India and
the far east, in the days when great
adventures and the romance of coa-
quest raised daring and big visioned
men to positions of wealth and pow-
er, a young Englishman, James
Brooke, cruised through the beauti-
ful Indian archipelago, past the
green and mysterious island of Boi-
neo, and dreamed a dream of mak-
ing a part of that land his own.

He did so, conquering the savage

head hunting Dyaks, the dangers of ,

pestilence, putting down with ruth-
less hand outbreak after outbreak

I the savage and treacherous tribes,
fighting enemies-of his little empire
und enemies at home, his life a con-
tant struggle against ferocity, until
peace came to reign over Sarawak
and he took his place as the only
lnglish rajah.
ried on by his nephew, Sir Charles
Brooke, who died a few days ago,
and the history of these two men
tmrnishes o wonderful “tale of econ-
quest in that land of infinite heauty.

The mystery of the untamed east
ung heavy over Sarawak when Sir
James first saw it, the dark and dan-
gerous faseination of its brilliant
oppressing the beholder as
with a spell. It was a land endowea
by nature with every beauty and
ereat wealth, but ceut off from the
world by the savagery of its natives
and the marauding of pirates.

The desire to possess Sarawak en-
tered into James Brooke and he went
hack to England determined to re-
iurn one day and wrest the land
from its native despoilers, whos~»
existence was a continual fight
wsmong themselves and against in-
iruders in general. It was soon af-
ter Warren Hastings had made
secure his hold in India, when the
I'nglish were putting down the last
Mahratta uprisings, when that part
of the world teemed with rash
cpirits who pitted their knowledge
und bravery against hordes of na-
tives, and won by sheer nerve and
persistence,

Sir James had picked out about
as ugly a bhit of work for himself as
there could be in that lawless part
af the world. Sarawak is now a land

forests

of about 55,000 squave miles with a !

population of more than 500,000 on
the east coast of Borneo, an island
as large as France, the third largest
in the world. When he first saw it
Sarawak’s area did not exceed 7,000
square miles. Borneo itself was an
unmapped wilderness, its interior left
blank op the atlases of the day, a
lure as ‘dangerous as the miasma of
its swamps, a land of weird customs
and suggestive of sudden and eruel
death te the men who -dared  its
perils. .

But fo James Brooke—he was not
Sir James then—it meant a field
for the nioneer work that was then
¢iving Enegland some of her richest
colonies; he saw an opportunity to
reclaim it from its desolation, 10
make peaceful and partly civilized
i1ts savages, to do a work that would
henefit his country, and incidentally
himself.

James Brooke was early in life a
part ol the sstirring events that ae-
companied the conquest of India. He
was born in Benares on April 29,

His work was ecai-,

1803, and while a mere youth went
into the East India company’s
iarmy, took part in the first Burmese
war and was invalided from wounds
in 1825 after gallant services. It
Iwas after his recuperation from his
;injuries that he made the trip
| through the islands and first saw
Sarawak, and when he went back
lto England he did so merely to await
Jhis opportunity to put into effeet
some of his dreams of establishing
f/in distant Borneo an English colony
that would be a credit to his name
and to KEngland.

His chance came when a few years
dater his father died and he eamn<
into his estate. He bought a yacht,
the Royalist, and with a specially
picked ecrew, drilled to the minute,
he sailed for the cast in 1838. The
Royalist carried a few six-pounders
‘and swivels and was an ideal vessal
for his purpose.

He leit Singapore in July, 1839,
and in a short time arrived at Sara-
wak. 'Phe time was well chosen.
Sarawak was then governed by th2
y Pangiran Makota, a ecruel and un-
“principled chief, who had been ap-
pointed by the snltan of Bruni and
whose extortions hod driven the na-
tives to revolt. Strangely enough, th2
man who was later to raise them tuv
contentment. and attach them to-
himsell by ties of real affection gain-
ed his first hold on the ecountrv by
offerine his servieces to the sultan.
The Rajah Muda, Hesim, heir to the
throne of Bruni, eoffered Brooke, the
connfry and its trade with the title
of Rajah if he would take eommand
ol the forces that were to he sent
{against the rebels.

i Brooke accepted. and with ten of
his Englich erew, two guns and a
‘mixed force of Malays, Dyaks® and
Chinese, he c¢ntered the campaign.
The irebels were nearing the end of
their strength and soon gave in on
‘condition thait Brooks ghould be
imade rajah. Theyv thought that any-
ithing would be hetter than the ecru-
"-lr_v of Makatn. But with the coun-
fry restored to vneace the rajahs
not only forgot their promises to
Brooke, but rohbed him of some of
his cargoes and tried to ruin the
,prestige he had aecquired with the
natives.

! The climax eame when Makota in-
‘vited 2,500 sea Dyaks, the head-
<hunting pirates of the archipelago,
Yo massaere the interior natives with
the idea of breaking their confidence
in Brooke's protection. Brooke
‘showed them the courage which
learried him through many an in-
‘surrection and bitter battle,

I It was the next yvear. 1852, that
I Charles Anthony Johnson, his nep-
{hew, who has just died. went out at
the age of 23 to aid him. He later
[took theé surname "of Brooke when
he was made heir to the rajah, and
soon showed qualities of leadership
that led Sir James Brooke to turn
over to him some (ime bhefore his
(death the government of the coun-
try, Sir Charles Brooke, as he was
later known, was called Tuan Muda
on his arrival in the country, the
name by .which the second sons of
the family are now known.

Tuan Muda took a prominent part
in the wars against the pirates and
soon became known as the leadar of
the Sea Dyaks, the best body of
| fighting men in the country,

)

whowhich

after they had taken their licking
from the rajah became his strong
supporters. It was with their aid
that Tuan Muda went to the rescue
of his uncle in the Chinese rebellion.
in which Kuching was burned, many
of the white residents murdeved and
Sir James nearly lost his life.

The rebellion was caused by plot-
ters among the Chinese gold diggers
of the interior, Chinese forming one
of the most valuable elements of the
population when they are kept in
hand, but being extremely dang-
erous if allowed to form societies.
Rumors of the insurrection reached
the rajah, but he disregarded the
warnings and left Kuching unguard-
ed. In February of 1857 the Chinese
attacked the town, burned the rajah’s
house and killed most of the jnmates.

Brooke himself narrowly escaped
bheing cut down in the house, but
got out in the confusion and jumped
into the creek. He swam out past
the Chinese boats, dived under one
of them, and ecrossed the Creek af-
ter a hard struggle. When he haul-
ed himself up-on the mud flat and
lecoked back on his burning town he
was 100 exhausted .o do anything
hut drag himsall mto “ho underbrush
and later made his way to the
friendiy natives. -

Tuan Muda to Rescue.

In the town in the meanwhile the
Chinese were looting and burning
everything, butchering the few wom-
en and children they came across,
but prevented from greater slaughter
by the hravery of the bhishop and
some of the other men, who held
back the rebels while the women and
chiidren escaped into the jungle.
Tuant ‘Muda heard of the massacre
and with a large force of his Sea
Dyaks hurried to his uncle’s assist-
ance. He chased the Chinese into
the interfor, Kkilling many of them
and successfully dispersing them and
crushing the revolt. i

When it was all over Sir James
found himself in a sorry state. His
whole fortune had disappeared in a
night, he was so impoverished that
be had to wear native costume, his
capital had almost ceased to exist
and his presitage had received a tre-
mendous blow. He felt that he had
been abandoned by his government,
which would do nothing to help him
relrieve his fortunes and regain his
hold on Sarawak, but he comforted
himself with the knowledge that
most of the nativesswho hy this time
had come to be fairly loyal, stood by
and were true to their white ruler.

Through the generosity of some of
his wealthy friends who believed in
him, and with the able assistance of
Tuan Muda, his nephew, Sir James
was able to make a fresh start and
in a few years he had put the final
touches to the work of exterminating
the pirates and opening up the coast
Jn. doing this he frequently added to
his dominion either by treaty or pur-
chase, so that Sarawak grew rapidly
in area.

There were rates how and then de-
spite his vigilance, and there were
campaigns against treacherous native
chiefs who had murdered English-
men which fairly bristle with deeds
of daring. In one of these, that
against Muka, the stronghold of the
Pangiran Nipa, Tuan Muda® (Sir
Charles Brooke) performed a feat
worthy of a young Clive.

There had been trouble with &he
1people of Muka for many months.
became critical when = two
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Englishmen  were , murdered there.
*'f was settled temporarily, but the
n‘tﬁgues of a native ¢hief who had
taught Sir James for years finally
persuaded the’Pangiran Nipa to take
an insolent attitude of defiance to-
ward Brooke. He *#0rbade the Eng-
lish to trade with:his people or en-
ter port to get cargoes- of sago, and
sent a spear through the country, the.
signal for war. Sir James accepted
the challenge in 1860 and sent Tuan
Muda to Muka with an expedition
aboard the schooner Venus.

Battle in Enemy's Stronghold.
Getting up the winding Muka river
to the town so as to be ia pesition
to bring the ship’s guns to bear on
the forts was a task requiring great
skill and bravery. Tuan Muda knew
that the ship unprotected could never
stand the pattering it would get from
the native guns, so he built a stock-
2de of heavy tintbers all around it
until it looked like a floating fort, and
then from the top of the stockade he
directed the passage up the river
until thy came within gunshot. There
e found his way barred by heav:
booms fastened with rattan cablel,
an obstruction which could not be
attacked in the daytime without in-
viting swift disaster.

Only bold swimmers, men of tre-
mendous endurance, could rid the
river of the encumbrance of these
booms, but it was a task after Tuan
Muda's own heart. With the Pangiran
Matusin, a friendly native chief, and
a nakodah he paddled up the river at
night, hiding under the overhanging
brush of the shore, until they got
as near the booms as it was safe to
venture in a boat.

Then they slipped overboard silent-
ly, and with their cutlasess in their
teeth swam to where they could hack
at" the fastenings. Tt was bitterly
hard work, as all of it had to be done
under water, and for more than an
hour ‘the men worked silently and
desperately, using all their skill to
avoid making a commotion that
would bring about them a hail of
bullets. It was not until the lashings
were cut and the booms had' begum
to move that they were discovered
and a number of shots fired at them,
but in the favoring darkness they
succeeded in making their way back
to their canoe and regaining the ship.
Matnsin was so exhausted that Sir
Charles had to lift him aboard.

The next day the Venus moved to
the attack. The current was so swift
that they could not turn her and
be drifted down upon Muka stern
first, steered by two large Sweeps
forward. They had not gone far when
they caught on a rattan cable and
hung there for two hours helpless
under the fire of the fort, exchanging
shots with ardor, but unable to come
to close enough quarters to be éffec-
tive. After bhreaking loose from the
cable they soon got the range and
silenced the native fire, hut the Venus
was badly damaged and it was seen
that if it had not been. for the stock-
ade she would have been fairly blown
out of the water. As it was only a
few men were wounded.

Then came a fair sample of the in-
terference Sir James had to suffer
from English officials. While the land
attack was in progress word reached
Tuan Muda, that Edwards, governor
of Lebuan, had arrived ‘Wnd ordered
the attack -to-cease, at‘the same time
sending word to Pangiran Nipa, that
he was under the protection of the
English government.

Tuan Muda had to withdraw un-
der the jeers of the natives, and boil-
ing with rage he went back to find
out what had happened. When Ed-
wards was confronted with the facts
at a conference he slightly changed
his attitutde and later Brooke was
allowed to go on with his campaign
Pangiran Nipa capitulated and Mika
was again made an open port.

So discouraged did@ Rajah Brooke
become over the indifference of the
government to his difficulties that
many times he tried to win the sup-
port of Holland or France, believing
that Sarawak could not exist long
as an independent state. Fortunately
his nephew. Tuan Muda, . did not
share this fear, and successfully re-
sisted all hjs uncle’s arguments in
favor of accepting the protection of a
foreign government.

Sarawak Well Governed.

His efforts finally bore fruit after
the country had been nearly pacified.
and in 1863, the year Sir James re-
turned to England to spend the re-
maining five years of his life, Sara-
wak was recognized as an indepen-
dent state by England, although pro-
tection was not given untijl 1888. Sir
James had the satisfaction of know-
ing before he died that the scourge
of the pirates was over, for in 1862
Tuan Muda made his last big cam-
paign against them and -ended their
power as an organized fores.  Al-
though some pirates operatel. in, the
islands at late as 1872, their sirangth
on the Bornco coast was broken.

Sir James died in “1868, and the
'same year Tuan Muda became ithe
jSecond English rajah of Sarawak and
(the country entered inte its second
stage, because it was the beginning

of the economic development of the
country.

He prepared his two bhoats for ac-
tion, turned his'guns on the rajah’s
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lived can be imagined when he teHs
how on one occasion a Dyak chief
named Linggir marched into his din-
ing room at Kuching, -the capital,
with eighty armed men, ' Concealing
his consternation under an ailr -of
friendliness
Brooke gent word to the
Datuw of his danger, in the meantime
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palace and so cowed him that the
ruler gave in. It was the rajah’s
prestige which suffered and Brooke'’s
‘was enhaneced. The real test of
strength came, however, when a
nice little plot to poison Brooke's
interpreter was discovered, and again
under the menace of the Royalist’s
guns the rajah capitulated. Makota
‘was deposed and Brooke was in-
stalled as rajah of Sarawak.
But his battle had just begun. He
found himself a ruler of a land
populated by pirates and robbers,
and the wretched hill Dyaks, who
had been brought to such a state of,
famine and demorallzaqon by their
oppression that they were the scum
of the country., It was a land
“where lying is a virtue, religion
dead, and cheating common,” said
Brooke in one of his letters home.
“This is the .country I have -taken|
upon myself ‘to govern with small
imeans, few men, and, in short, with-
out any of the requisities which could
ensure success,” he wrote again. “‘I
have distraction within and “intri-
gue abroad, and I have the weakest
‘of the weak, a rotten staff to depend
upon for my authority.”
In sharp contrast to the condition
of the natives was the splendid na-
tural beauty and wealth of the coun-
try, an inspiration that drove
Brooke on when his spirits were
lowest. He never wholly lost faith
in the future of his colony, if only
he could once iget it under control.
Shut off from the rest of Borneo
by- high mountains, it 'is a land of
great {fertility, its hills ecovered
with rare woods, its valleys holdinz
lovely rivers fed by cascades of won-
derful beauty, the morasses covered
'with the nipa palm and mangroves.
The birds are of the most beautiful
in the tropics and in the forests are
‘all kinds of queer amimals from
orang-utan to the barking deer and
the wild pig.
Sir James’ immediate objects in
building up the country were three
—-to relieve the land Dyaks of op-
pression by their mative rulers, o
suppress piracy, which had made the
‘entire coast of Borneo a dangerous
(place for traders, and to suppress
'head hunting, the hardest of all to
stamp out, . because' it was inter-
woven with native beliefs and cus-
oms, |
He began first to wage a vigorous
war against the pirates who- had
'strongholds in  the many rivers,
iplaces so hard to get to that at times
tue task mearly baffled his couragef
and dogged perseveraice, The
(pirates were numerons and highly ef-
ficient, their boats beéing war craft of
/no mean pretensions, many of thewm
of sixty tons burden, propelled by a

galleys and like them glso worked
by slaves. Some of them carried
small brass cannon. They worked o
fleets of thirty or more, and occas-
jonally, wiped out ‘whole towns,
inaking' trade with Borneo and the
Sulu peninsula impossible, 1

v No a@id was given by the English
governient to Brooke, but in 1843,
vapt. Harry Keppel, afterwards ad-
‘miral,’ gaired permission’ to hglp nis
friend, and in H.M.S/Dido went out
(L0 joiu in the war-against the* Sari-
bas pirates. The Jolly Bachelor, the
first boat of the Surawak govern-
ment, Was a valuable aid in thig
warfare, S e ‘

They cut the pirates wup with

‘'grape and canister, rammed them
and drove them up their rivers to
their strongholds, which they  later
stormed. In one instance forty blua-
Jackets and rorty Malays licked 6,000
vyaks, and the Dyaks were good
Mlighters., They were -outclassed  in
Artillery, however, and in skill,

But after a temporary success gn
Bregoke’'s part the pirates gained the
upper -hand because ot lick of sup-
port by England. As a matter of
tact, Sir James' methods were ge-
verely criticized at home by those
who knew little of the tremendous
odds he was contending against,

“If you haggle and bargain - any
turther 1 will none of them,” wrote

The continual danger in which he

and welcome, Rajah

friendly

offering the Dyaks win: and cigmy |
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the doughty fighter at last, “or if 224 treating them as guests, They
they bother me with theit suspicions|Were somewhat taken aback by this|By Courler Leased Wire
or send any more gentlemen tor the [reegption amd while they were mak-

SUCCEEDS IN SUICIDE.

Wil;nipeg, July 26—Mary Sashin-

purpose. of espionage I will .assert|j ;
my independence and send them all Rt 1o Dutiher: s

.10 the devil.”

rajah and his guests, the Datus ar-
rived and the Dyaks retired as grace-
fully as possible. Linggir had
brought a basket to carry Brooke’s
head away in,

His hold on the country gradually
tightened despite the continual war-
fare and attacks made on him at
home. In parliament in 1850 and
1851 he was charged with seizing
the land and butchering the natives,
but was strongly  defended by Lord

Palmerston and other men in power.

ski, aged 24, who in a fit of dementia
donned a bridal costume and drank

(lye poison on Monday last, died in

the hospital last night.

§

CANADIAN LOAN.
By Courler Leased Wire '

New York, July 26—The banking
syndicate floating the $100,000,000
two year 5 per eent Canadian notes
will offer them at 98 and finterest
to yield slightly less than 6.1 per
cent, it was-announced to-day.




