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Can You 
Forecast the 

Winners ?

!*

A fascinating and profitable pastime for the thousands upon thou- 
sands of new Canadian citizens of English, Irish and Scotch extrac­
tion who closely follow the football struggles in the Old Land week 
by week.

Realizing that the Old Countrymen in Canada, sportsmen all of 
them, While greatly interested in all branches of Canadian sport, can­
not be weaned away from their interest in the most popular of all 
public sports in Britain, Association Football, the Courier has decided 
to give more particulars of these games in the future than it has in the 

x past.
And to enhance the interest of these reports, the Courier offers 

prizes for those who make the best forecast of the winners in these 
Old Country competitions each week. »

The Courier Sporting Editor has selected thfe five most important 
matches from the following four leagues :

. ENGLISH FIRST LEAGUE, ENGLISH SECOND LEAGUE, 
SOUTHERN LEAGUE, SCOTTISH LEAGUE.

$25.00 IN GOLD
To any subscriber to the Brantford Courier who has a paid-up 

three months’ subscription, who sends in the correct result of the 
twenty matches in the four leagues mentioned, the sum of $25.00 in 
gold will be given.

To any reader of the Courier who sends in the correct result of the 
twenty matches in the four leagues mentioned the sum of $5.00 in gold 
will be given.

If there is more than one correct answer, the prize money will be 
divided amongst those who send them in.

LEAVE YOUR ORDER WITH YOUR DEALER 
OR TELEPHONE 139 AT ONCE

The Brantford Courier
-OFFERS—

$30M ♦

t
♦IN CASH PRIZES This Week ♦♦
♦:

\ CONSOLATION PRIZE
jn event of no one making such a correct forecast, a consolation prize 

of $2 will be awarded to whoever comes the nearest to thè correct answer.
In the event of two or more matches not being played the money will not 

be awarded.
The Courier will accept no responsibility in-regard to the loss or non­

delivery of any attempt submitted, and proof of posting will not be accepted 
as proof of receipt.

The Courier does not assume any responsibility for any alterations that 
may be made m the fixtures given in the entry form.

No correspondence will be entered into in connection with the 
tion, and telegrams will be ignored. compel i-

The published decision is final, and competitors 
standing only. may enter on this under-

There will be found on the Sporting Page each day, while these matches
dlVs1 issue °wil7bèCh 11*1USlHbe fiUed °Ut 35 directed—only one coupon from each 
day s issue will be allewed any competitor, and they must reach the Courier 
office for each Saturdays competition not later than 10 o’clock 
morning.

No employee or relative of employees will be allowed
on Saturday

to enter this contest.

See Page 12 For Coupon!
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OLD COUNTRY FOOTBALL

Side Show Sidelights ariess for three years and you will find 
that I am not far out. That is the dif­
ficulty of !he show business in Amer­
ica, the public demands so much. It 
is a marvelous thing, when you come 
to think of it, to see one educated 
tiger ; " but if he wore evening clothes 
and played the fiddle it wouldn't im­
press the Americans; they would de­
mand a full orchestra. I can give an 
act an hour long in Paris with one 
high school horse, but here they want 
50 liberty horses in a bunch and only 
care to watch them for 10 minutes. 
I realized that from Bona vita’s act 
with the lions ; no individual lion did 
very much, but the fact that there 
were 27 of them in the cage drew the

if you'll come down and take bin 
away you can have him for nothing. 
That made Merritt a little suspicious 
and he asked the captain if it were 
his ship.
V “ T reckoned it was until two days 
ago, when that blame snake broke 
loose,’ he answered irritably. ’Since 
then he seems to own it and not a man 
jack of the crew will go below. I’ve 
tried to shoot him, but the beggar’s 
too quick, and I want to discharge 
my cargo, so if you ain't afraid to 
tackle him, come on.’

‘“Me afraid! Me?’» says Merritt 
throwing out a chest, 
alive, I’m the only living snake charm­
er who ever dared handle the danger-

with checks which were so loud they 
drowned the music of tli q rchestra, 
,nd a shirt which would n, 
ner sunset hide its head in disappoint­
ment Patent leather shoes with yel­
low tops and a white plug hat with a 
black band around it completed his 
costume, except for a few specimens 
of yellow diamonds which adorned his 
shirt front and cuffs.

“Merritt snorted contemptuosly at 
the suggestion and we started for the 
ship. When we got on board he made 
a little speech before he went into 
the hold, telling the sailors about his 
wonderful hypnotic power and how he 
would exercise it to charm the serpent 
which was preventing their worthy 
captain from reaping the rewards of 
his arduous toil and his hardihood in 
having braved the perils of the vastv 
deep.
grinned, but the captain was getting 
impatient and suggested that Merritt 
get the snake first and give his spiel 
afterward, so Merritt went down the 
ladder with the bag over his shoulder 
and we all rubbered down the hatch­
way to watch the capture.

“I knew what he would try to do. 
for I had seen him work it before. The 
way to get one of those big snakes is 
to cover his head with a bag, and then 
he'll crawl in himself to get into the 
dark, which is a serpent's idea of safe­
ty. The more you prod 'em the faster 
they’ll crawl, and that was the time 
when Merritt always made passes with 
his hands and muttered gibberish to 
impress the spectators, 
in according to program as soon as he 
located the snake, which was half hid­
den among a lot of casks. The snake 
carried out his part and struck at 
the opened bag which Merritt held 
to him, but instead of sticking tiis 
head in he grabbed it with his teeth, 
and as Merritt held on he drew him 
back among the barrels and there 
a pretty fight, 
enough to get a strangle hold around 
the snake's neck and then it kept 
him busy keeping out of his coils. 
The captain hadn’t lied much about 
the size of the python—it was about 
30 feet long—and Merritt didn't have 
time to use any incantation, although 
considerable forcible language floated 
up through the hatchway. They wiped 
the deck with each other for about 20 
minutes, and Merritt had been bumped 
against pretty nearly every cask in 
the hold before he finally succeeded 
in drawing the sack over the snake's 
head. Then it was easy, and in spite 
of his lack of breath the showman in 
Merritt asserted itself. He put the 
sack on the floor, and with one foot on 
the neck of it he prodded the snake's 
body with the other while he made 
mysterious passes with his hands un­
til the tip of the tail disappeared. 
When the sack was securely tied up 
the python was hoisted on deck, and 
Merritt, his clothing torn and soiled 
with pitch and the miscellaneous oily 
and sticky things which made up the 
ship’s cargo, climbed up after it.

“ ‘Did you see me?’ he asked proud­
ly, throwing out his chest. ‘Did you 
observe the wonderful hypnotic pow­
er which overcame the prowess of 
the serpent?’

“ ‘Yes, I noticed it, along toward the 
finish,’ answered the captain; grinning 
skeptically as he sized up Merritt's di­
lapidated appearel. 'But say, profes­
sor, what I can't understand is why 
you didn't get it working sooner.' " 
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'Di'Verting Chronicles of Circus Life

By FRANCIS METCALFE
\ w TRAGEDY OF THE TIGERS AND THE POWER OF

HYPNOTISM.
to seize the advantage, stood over 
him.

Every keeper connected with the 
show stood about the cage with the 
Roman candles, fire extinguishers, pis­
tols and irons which are always kept 
in readiness, and any or all-of them 
would have willingly entered to rescue 
the man, but experience has taught 
them that two cannot work together 
in a cage with animals. They were 
quick to act and a stream of water 
under heavy pressure from the fire 
hose struck the tiger in the side, ex­
ploding fireworks scorched his skin, 
the din of - revolver shots was In his 
ears, while the wads from the cart­
ridges stung him, but he seemed con­
scious only of the prostrate form be­
neath him. At last his chance had 
come; the trainer who for long months 
had made him do foolish things which 
were beneath the dignity of a royal 
tiger was in his power; the revolver 
which had so often checked him was 
emptied; the cruel training rod was 
powerless, for the hand which held it 
was prinned^to the floor by a huge 
paw. Cat-like he paused to glory in 
his trumph, loath to give the coup de 
grace which would put his victim be­
yond the reach of suffering, and he 
stood there growling, the bloody slaver 
from his jaws dripping on the upturn­
ed face of the prostrate man.

Animal trainers need to think quick­
ly and to seize the slightest moment 
of hesitation or indecision oil the part 
of their pupils if they wish to be long- 
lived, and Miller, as he fell, had 
thrown his useless pistol out of the 
cage and uttered the one word “Load!” 
There was no time for that^ but Tu­
dor, seeing that the trainer had one 
arm free, threw his own pistol 
through the bars and it slid across the 
floor of the cage straight as a die to 
the outstretched hand. It w'as a time 
when fractions of a second count and 
Depew’s hesitation robbed him of his 
revenge. The opened jaws were with­
in a foot of the trainer’s throat when 
the muzzle of the pistol went betwefen 
them, and Depew, coughing and chok­
ing, drew back, his throat scorched by 
the burning powder, his eyes momen­
tarily blinded by the stream fromi a 
fire extinguisher, while Miller strug­
gled to his feet.

“People who see the crowds at my 
show think that I must coin money,” 
said the proprietor as he joined the 
press agent and the stranger after the 
performance. “But that accident in 
the arena tonight means a loss of 
$50,000 to me.”

“Isn’t that a high figure, even if 
they all die?” asked the stranger, who 
had been doing a little mental arith­
metic.

“For those eight, yes, although a 
trained tiger is worth all sorts of 
money, but I have purchased 28 in all 
for that group, and the others have 
been killed one by one, fighting among 
themselves, 
thousand apiece, for I bought only the 
best, and figure up the cost of their 
keep, transportation and trainer's sal-

‘Why, manChauncey Depew was at the bot­
tom of all the trouble; not the once 
favorite son of New York, but his 
namesake, one of the handsomest dou­
ble-striped royal Bengal tigers ever 
captured. Depew was the central fig­
ure in the group which Miller, the 
trainer of tigers, had worked so hard 
to educate, and it was. his rebellion 
which made the teacher's labors of 
years come to naught. Late in the 
season, after months spent in giving 
the finishing touches to their educa­
tion while they were with a small part 
of the show which was exhibited near 
Cleveland, the tigers were brought to 
Coney Island ; a group of eight mag­
nificent beasts, all jungle bred and 
each worthy of a place in any me­
nagerie. ' Perhaps it was the discom­
fort of the journey in the small trav­
eling cages, possibly the change in the 
surroundings and the nearness of the 
other animals excited them; {>ut what­
ever the cause, there was trouble in 
the narrow runway at the back of the 
dens when they entered it to go to 
the exhibition cage for their first 
Coney Island appearance.

The sound of their snarling and 
growling, the reports of pistol shots 
and the cracking of training whips 
caused a sensation of uneasiness in 
the audience until the first tiger 
bounded through the door at the back 
of the cage, closely followed by a half- 
dozen others. Dangerous beasts they 
looked as they threw themselves 
against the- stout bars, which rattled 
from the impact of their great bodies, 
and the front seats of the auditorium 
were quickly vacated by the audience. 
The noise in the runway continued, 
but the deep throaty growls which 
came from behind the dens were of a 
different quality from the. snarling and 
yapping of the seven beasts in the ex­
hibition cage, and when the last of 
the tigers appeared in the doorway 
the first arrivals made renewed efforts 
to escape through the bars.

It was Depew; not the good-natured- 
. looking great cat whose “I-have-eaten- 

the-canary” expression and smug whis­
kers had suggested his name, but a 
jungle tiger who had “gone bad,” as 
the animal trainers call it, and who 
stood for a moment in the doorway, 
wrathfully surveying his frantic com­
panions and selecting a victim. Froth 

-was dripping from his snarling lips, 
his s mai} eyes were blazing like two 
points of flame, the hair on his neck 
and back stood up like bristles, and his 
great tail struck the door-casing re­
sounding whacks, as he 1 asked it from 
side to side.. Only a moment he stood 
there, and then the great striped body 

T'nurtled through the air as if shot from 
a catapult, and covering a good 20 
feet in the spring it landed fair on 
Bombay, one of the largest tigers in 
the grpup The aim was a true one 

.mn the sound of breaking bone ming­
led with a scream of pain from his

victim, as Bombay sank under the 
weight of the blow, his cervical ver­
tebrae crushed between Depew’s pow­
erful jaws.

The door had been closed behind De­
pew when he made his spring, and the 
other tigers were chasing madly about 
the great cage, looking for a chance 
to escape. There * was no desire to 
fight left in them, but when they col­
lided with each other they snapped 
and struck with the instinct of self- 
preservation, their sharp claws and 
teeth cutting gashes in the sleek 
striped coats. It was evident that all 
training had been forgotten, that fear 
of anything so puny as man had de­
parted from the minds of the tigers, 
and a groan went up from the audi­
ence when the door was opened and 
quickly closed behind Miller, the train­
er, who stood, whip and training rod 
in hand, in the cage with the mad- 
dened animals. He went about his 
work as quietly as if it were only an 
ordinary performance, his object being 
to return his pupils to their dens be­
fore further damage was done and to 
try to make them recognize that they 
were obeying him.

Depew was still crouched on the 
body of his victim, biting at the neck 
and growling ferociously, .his tall lash­
ing from side to side. Miller never 
took his eyes from him and kept be­
tween him and1 the door as he called 
the others by name and £ried to regain 
control of them. One tiger after an­
other was released, glad of the oppor­
tunity to escape, as the door to the 
runway was opened at Miller’s signal, 
until only Depew, the body of Bombay 
and the trainer occupied the cage.

The other tigers had entered into 
a general free fight In the runway, but 
the noise of their bickering was un­
heeded fn the excitement of the con­
test in the exhibition cage. Depew 
rose as MHler cracked his whip and 
approached him, and made a rush 
which the trainer met with his 
pronged training rod, driving it hard 
between the widely opened jaws while 
his whip rained blows upon the tiger’s 
face. But he was oply checked for a 
moment, and under his fiercer attack 
the trainer was forced to give ground. 
They were so close that the tiger could 
not spring, but he struck savagely 
with his great forepaws and tried 
again and again to pass the guard 
which Miller maintained with the 
training rod, using it as a fencer uses 
a,foil. It was an unequal contest and 
the trainer realized that he was beat­
en; Depew would not be driven from 
the cage. The useless training whip 
was discarded and a savage rush from 
the tiger was met by a pistol shot in 
the face, blank cartridge, of course, 
but effective for a moment. Five 
more shots followed in quick succes­
sion and the trainer backed quickly 
toward the door, when his foot slipped, 
he was on his back, and Depew, quick
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“Depew, Coughing and Choking, Drew Back."
crowds. That’s what made me start in 
with the tigers, and I intended to get 
a big group, but now I am back where 
I started from. I don’t believe a 
troupe of tigers can ever be trained.”

“Hagenbeck has them,” ventured 
the stranger. “They seem as tame as 
kittens with his show.”

“That’s just the point,” answered 
the proprietor “They are as tame as 
kittens; undersized brufès which have 
been raised in captivity and which go 
through their act like domestic cat&_ 
That isn’t what the public wants. A 
sensation—the realization that every 
animal in the cage is a wild animal 
and that he is liable to remember it 
at any minute—is what holds atten­
tion. That is why I always use jun­
gle animals when I can get them, for, 
although they can be as well trained, 
they always perform under protest 
and it makes it ^setting. But the loss­
es from fighting ambng themselves 
make it mighty expensive to keep up 
the big groups which the American 
public demands.”

“That's one of the thingi" which 
drove me out of the show business,” 
said the press agent as he set his emp­
ty glass on the table and signaled to 
the waiter. , “A guy named Merritt

open their eyes and kept ’em busy 
inventing new Latin names.

“His biggest success was 'The 
Great Two-horned Rhinoceros Ser­
pent,’ which made ’em all sit up for 
a month, and If I hadn’t seen Merritt 
working over a common boa-constric­
tor with a pair of shark’s teeth and 
a dish of bird lime it would have fool-

ous Two-horned Rhinoceros Serpent, 
and do you think I’d weaken before
a commçn Borneo python ?'

“ T dunno whether you will or not 
until I see you try,’ says the captain. 
‘I've handled a Malay crew, which is 
worse than serpents, and I’ve mixed 
it up with most of the scum that sails 
the seven seas, but this blame snake's 

ed me. That snake was proud of the, got me bluffed all right. He’s three 
horns which Merritt glued on his head,- fathom long, as big around 
too, and he used to chase the other mainmast, and made up principally of 
snakes around the cage and butt ’em muscle and wickedness.’ 
like a giddy billy-goat. 'But in spite of 
ail his ingenuity in orignatiag new va­
rieties, business was dropping off, for 
the public demanded quantity as well 
as quality and we had skinned the lo­
cal snake market clean. We were sit­

es the

“ Just watch me. Watch me!’ says 
Merritt. ‘I’ll use my wonderful hyp­
notic power and you’ll see the serpent 
crawl into the bag at my command, 
to be easily transported to this moral 
and elevating show for exhibition as 
an example of the potver of mind over 
matter.’

“ ‘All right, professor,’ says the cap­
tain. ‘But If you'll take my advice 
you'll stow those shore-going togs and 
get into working rig before you tackle 
him.' Merritt was arrayed in all his 
finery, and if you'd ever seen him 
you’d know that that meant a lot, for 
when he was (lush he could make Solo­
mon in all his gi-cry, or any other 
swell dresser look like a dirty deuce 
in a new deck. He had on a light suit

ting in the office one day, figuring on 
where we could get additions to our 
collection, when a stout, red-faced lit­
tle man who had 'sea captain’ written 
all over him camé in and asked if we 
wanted any more snakes, 
allowed that we did if he had the 
snakes and asked where we could in­
spect them.

“ ‘Well, I've got one that I brought 
from Borneo and he's on a ship down 
in the harbor,' says the captain. ‘We 
won’t argue none about the price, for

Merritt
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HAMILTON. Jan; 
cial meeting of tiicj 
reception committee ■ 
which Mayor A Haul 
citizens were present 
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tario Government \vi 
peal for votes fori 
owning property.
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OTTAWA. Jan. 
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this bill is to
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personal honor a’ d pull 
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trasigeant states that <1 
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York a few years ago which presented 
the most cpmplete collection of rep­
tiles ever gotten together, for it con­
tained specimens of every species of 
wriggler known to herpetology and a 
good many that were not described 
in the books. That man Merritt was 
an inventive genius and had the Cal­
ifornia sharp, Burbank, beaten a mile 
when it came to inventing new spe­
cies. When business was dull he’d 
take a lot of common, ordinary snakes 
into the back room and with a bottle 
of peroxide of hydrogen and an assort­
ment of aniline dyes he would bring 
out albinos and spotted and striped 
snakes which made the scientists
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