DIAMONDS FOR THE BRIDE

Or, a Proposal by Proxy

. Used in Canada for
over half a century
—usedinevery corner
of the world where
people suffer from
Constipation and its

e

CHAPTER II.—(Cont'd)

Now here must come the pro-
misod word of retrospect. Margaret
was Dulcie’s sister, the elder
daughter of that unfortunate first
marriage of Colonel Swayne’s. At
the time of the mother’s desertion
she was old enough bitterly to feel
the separation, and perhaps to
understand  something of the
domestic dizsensionrs which drove
that mother forth. But, alas,
Madeline 8wayne did not go forth
guiltless. J*o defence was set up
when Colonél Swayne petitioned
for a divorce, but the lover to
whom she fled did not live to marry
her;. he died by an accident not
many days after the elopement.
The erring wife took back her mai-
den name of Fielding, and on her
own small income lived a life of
absolute retitement at Barbizon.
Here, in course of time, she fell ill
of a wasting disease, and in her
solitude yearned for her daughters,
and especially for Margaret.

As coon as the completion of her
onc-and-twentieth year gave her
freedom, Margaret went to her
mother, and by this act so angered
Colonel Swayne that he forbade
her his house, and cut off all com-
munication bstween her and Dul-
vie. Nor did he alter the prohibi-
tion when, twelve .months after,
Mrs. Fielding died. Margaret was
Independent of him, though her
means were small ; she remained at
Barbizon as Miss Felding, working
at her profession as an artist, A
picture of hers had been hung at
the French Salon of the previous
year.

“Isn’t it splendid that papa has
consented ?”” went on  Dulcie.
“The other day, when something
was said -~ about—Tuesday, you
know. he asked me if I was happv.
and if T had everything T wanted
for the wedding. T said ves about
being happy, of course: but when
it came to the ocher question, I
plucked up courage and answered
‘No.”  How could I have all I
wanted when my only sister was
not to be here, was not allowed to
be my bridesmaid? I cried: I
could not help it, and papa began
by being ¢ i but, I don’t know
how it was, all at once he seemed
to change his mind. T might write
to Margaret if I liked, he “said,
and tell her he would receive her
here for two days. There would be
just time for her
Court on Monday if I sent the let:
ter immediately. and-I might have
her for a bridesmaid if T wished.’’

“And you wrote ¢’

“Of course—of course I wrote. I

had to ask papa for the address ;
he would never let me know where
she lived or anything about her,
except that she was alive and well.
I wrote at once, and asked her to
telegraph—T shall get the wire to-
morrow. But I am sure she will
some. Dear old Madge; it will be
just wonderful to see her again.
And then, you know! George''—
fingering a button and punctuating
her appeal with pauses—‘‘you can
ask her to come and see—us -at;
Grenden.”
« “Certainly I will,”’
heartily. “Well, - little w oman, [
am glad you will have your wish on
your wedding-day, and that Mar-
garet will be your bridesmaid after
alle

Dulecie’s face grew long again for
the moment, and shook her
head. - ““She can’t be my brides-
maid now; it is such a pity. 1f
papa had only changed his mind
last month, or even g week ago!
Why not? Oh, George, thatis stu-
pid; how could she be a brides-
maid when she hasn’t got a proper
dress? And you know quite well T
am having only children. T couldn’t
ask any other grown-up girl with
my own sister away.’’

“I should have thought the dress
didn't matter; but vou women
know best about these thines. And
so she comes on Monday

“On Monday, but not till even-
ing. I have been looking up trains,
and the most likeiy erd

“She is abroad, then?

“Yes; che has been living at Bar-
bizon. That, you know, was where
—myv mother died. It was like
Madzoe to stay on after, with only
a grave. I know I shall find her
just the same as was three
years agon, when she went away to
mother, and papa me to
schoo [ didn't mind going to
F('}H“ "’"]' [111' l""ll\l‘ !H'I'P wias an
altered place with Madge cut of it,
and everything helonging to  the
nursery,or manma ! Now
you had better come in, or perhaps

she

she
sent

1
r

fo

mamma . will be w ndering.

“Give me andther five minutes ifl

you are not cold. for I too have
somcthing to tell vou, something T
ought perhaps to have told you
before.”

“T know what it is.”
“You could not guess my news.
I can guess vours. [t takes tuo
long to alter the neoklace, and it
will not come in time."”’

‘N2, Duleie, it im't that

y The fact is—J got a bit

said Dulele.

X

calamity:

to get to the|

said Gower |

‘mxt’

resulting troubles—
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anxious about_myself, and I went
to ree a doctor to-day in pown.”’

“Why, have you been ill, and
have nct told me?’

“I am not at all ill. Do I look
it? No; it is only that something
has gone wrong with my memory.
I liave forgotten—part of last year.
I haven't the least recollection
where I was or what I did.”’

“But I have forgotten a great
deal of last year, too. I cannot
remember each particular day.
Nobody can.”

‘‘That is not what I mean. I can
remember in the ordinary way, up
to this period of five months, and
then again beyond it. It is like a
slice cut out of my life. And I

was on my way abroad, travelling,
when it began. There is nobody |
of whom I can ask, Where was 17
What did T do? Dear, I wished |
you to know of this. It does not
make you afraid?”’

Duleie put her head on one side
reflectively. It was a pretty head,
even if not a very wise one.
““Afraid ?’ she said, raising _ her |
eyebrows, “why should I be afraid ?
I understand you are vexed that?
it has happened, but I don’t see |
why you should mind. T shouldn’t|

manner to hig
prospective  scm-in-law, though
| genial in  intention. Whatever
| might be the topic touched upon,
his wife’s ear was ever open to his
few remarks, her ready wit echoed
axd amplified them to the best ad-
vantage, and always in agreement.
That might be the prompting of,
wifely duty; but towards the
stranger May she aypearc(l:d equally,
should anxious, striving - to draw him
|care a bit if T had forgt<Jtit,el} ﬁ“’é out, for he sat for the most part
,mont»lh«: of one of the years W25 3V in silence and with a clouded
school, or evenr the whole of it. T o
might be different if it was just| s s
lately, since New Year. CO“_],"J the | fellow of three or four
doctor do anything for you? and his face was an

“He advised me to 80 On a5 when there happene
| usual, -and not dweall on it. He| upon it.
| thinks after-a while some chance
| eircumstance will supply the link,
perhaps quite suddenly, and my,
memory will come back.”’

Duleie clapped her small hands,
which were so pretty and looked |
so unfitted for the world's werk. It

was a childish action, but these | =
)

was reserved in

a good-looking young
and twenty,

beyond his skill to conceal, and it
| Wwas mot  difficult to .divine that
Dulcie was the matter—Dulcie sit-

husband, so near to wifehood,

ss at her unlucky lover out of
baby ways were part of her charm. those wonderful downcast S
“Of coursze it will. So you need .\\'hml e Swayne-and-her ‘S‘LOV)’
| not worry about it any more.” ‘ daughter lcft U’L ‘tn-blc, Heiicis
o (.I\x_l,)l’tA say that, but I “}'””:a]m on the pretext -of unfinished
keep in mind his couns He Worl! @olonel ‘Swayne ‘and Lis
thought there was o reason why | guest were left alone with the de-
! Sh'.l“]d 1oy m‘:‘x,l'l‘}'." : canters and the olives, and now
“Not marry ! Dulcie. looked came Gower’s opportunity. He
s UE f”.r the moment, .'m('l A opened the subject, so far as words
pucker ruffled“her l)ru\\'._ Ay hv. went, much ‘s he had done to
that would have been r.:dlculuus, Dulsie—the bare statement and Sir
f when I have got my things, :m]rl Luke Morden’s opinion—opened it
Stephens is even beginning to DAL | with a certain abruptness which
up. You are joking, of COBTEE. - | might seem to indicate discomfort.
And, confident it was a jest, she | g hearer this time was a keen-
smiled to belie that involuntary ! er one, better abie to judge of the
shiver, the first touch of approach- Dusitioh e plumb the (l("]\)th of its
|ing fate. Do you know,” she danger. Had Gower been merely
| s2id, “I believe you are right. It Georze Cullen, and not Gower of
is cold here, after all. You shall Gu\:n:lon‘ tho c“yances Are oo
take me back to the house.” have encountered some plain
C‘H\TT'I:I;};L I sp'(,"lkip{:. The lover sho'uld. have
. 4 ; to'd his story at the beginning of
So the subject was put aside by | the courtship, not now on the eve
Dulecie. She did not want to hear | of marriage ; but with Gower of
more of it; she never did wish to I Grendon Colonel Swayne was not
hear of things that were unp]oa-'im-iinod to make difficulty. He was
| sant; and, perhaps, so lightly stat- | glad to dispose of Dulcie so early
ed, it was not wonderful she failed jard so advantageously, without
!to understand. It was no part of | the expense of a London season
| Gower’s purpose to dwell with her’ which he could ill afford; this sui-
| on the black void and the spectre i | tor was too welcome to put off with
[ but Dulcie’s way of meeting his | a rough word. Still the man of the
confidence renewed a former im- | world did look grave over the re-
pression. It was not easy to make velation; his hawk-like profile ac-
his bride comprehend things that |
were out of the common ; she had a |
{ bright little wit of her own, but it
"r:m upon the shallows; take her
[

WRONG SORT.
Perhaps Plain 0ld Meat, Potaters
and Bread may Be Against
! You for a Time.

beyond her depth, and she was af,
i once discomforted and impatient.
J He had done his duty, he had told
her; ard in the course of that even- A change to the right kind of focd
| ing he would find oceasion also to | can lift one from a sick bed. A
acquaint her father. |lady in Welden, III., says:

A party of five gathered round | “Last spring I became bed-fast
| the dinner-table at Fortune’s | with severe stomach trouble ac-
Court—Colcnel and Mrs. Swayne, | companied by sick headache. I got
[ the engaged couple ,and the secre- I worse and worse until I became so
tary  May. The second Mrs.|low I could scarcely retaim any
| Swayne was still a voung woman, | food at all, although T tried about
 but there was no effort after van- every kind.
:‘islxin}.: youth .in her scber, rich] “T had become completely dis-
i dress and subdued mammer.  She couraged, and given up all hope
p'ayed excellently well her part of | and thought T was doomed to
wife to a much older hushand, S0 | starve to death, until one day my
well that the beholder was some- | husband, trying to find something
[ times proveked into suspecting it | I could retain, brought home somse
| was studied, and. aot prompted by | Grape-Nuts.
nature. She was praiseworthy as| “To my surprise the food agreed
a wife, praiseworthy also in h"r!{with me, digested perfectly and
care of Dulcie, and of her cwn bgvithout distress. I began to gain
child, the little son and heir. She | strength at once. My flesh (which
had been careful to inform herself | had heen flabby) grew firmer, my
about the latest methods of educa- | health improved in every way and
tion and hygiene, but perhaps was | every day, and in a very few weeks
I not so well versed in that other!T gained 20 pounds in weight.
' mother Jore which is written in the| I liked Grape-Nuts so well that
I r four months I ate no other
|

heart. In all that appeared on the | fo

surface she had won the approval | food, and always felt as well sat-
of the world, and it had nothing|isfied after eating as if T had sat
down to a fine banquet.

“I had no return of the miser-
able sick stomach nor of ‘the head-
aches, that T used to have when
I ate other food. T am now a well
woman, doing all my own work
again, and feel that life is worth
living.

F*Grape-Nuts food has been a
God-send to my family; it surely
saved my life; and mv two little
hoys have thriven on # wonder-
fully.”” Name given by Postum
Co., Battle Creek, Mich.

Read the little book, ‘“The Road
to Wellville,'®in pkgs. “There’s
n reason.’”’

Evar. raad ths above letter? A new one

anpaars from time tn time. Thay are geao-
ne, tru2, and full of human Intorest.

| but condemnation for the revolt of
| Margaret.

At the-head of her hushand’s|
table Annabel Swayne was suave
| and admirable, a perfeet hostess.
Gower was immersed in his own
{ concerns; he got on well enough
’\\'i!,h his future stepmother-in-law,
[ and took her altogether for grant-
!v(l— that unruffled smoothness for
[ nature and not art. But a critical
)ul server, which he was not, might
| have detected artificiality, and
| would have noticed how attentive-
{ Iy she watched her husband, and
[also, in a degree, the secretary,
! Harold Ma-

They were the two persons at
tablg cosed to be silent. Colonel

Swayne was seldom talkative; he

Plainly there was some- | @ if the y
thing the matter with him to-night |

ting opposite with her betruth»ed\'d, 1 1
yet | mind since February, when he pro-

with a gleam of coquetry to flash | posed for Dulcie, and laid his posi-
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quired a‘more pronounced curve,
and his dark eyes regarded Gower
attentively—those eyes  which
seamed all glittering surface, and
were.so piquantly repeated in his

attractive one | daughter’s flower-like face, her sole
d to be a smile | inherited resemblance. He wonder-

ounzg fellow sitting op- |
posite had made a clean breast of
the whole truth, or had in his tardy,
confession revealed only a part. It
was an awkward affair. Evidently
omfort had arizen in Gower’s

tion before Dulcie’s father.
“It is s'x months, you say, since
the accident in Parisg?”’
“Within a few days, yes.”
“And has no echo ever reached

you from the previous time? No
letter that  referred to it — no
tradezman’s account?”’

“Nothing whatever. An Ameri-
can lady, a stranger, fancied she
had met me at Lucea last Septem-
ber. But I am convinced it was
not I. T had no intention of going, |
into Italy.”’

““Still, you may have done so,”
said Colonel Swavne, who was
lichting a cigarette — awkwardly
with his left hand, as he carried the
right in a sling. ““In the absence,
of any other clue, this might be
worth following up.”’

(To be continued.)
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WELDING TORTOISE SHELL.

Two or More Layers Made Into a
Solid Piece.
Tortoiseshell is the carapace or

to have united to form one piece.
Unless carefully done tne shells
separate on being put in hot water.

Small objects cannot be repaired
by welding as a rule, because the
surfaces are too small to knit pro-
perly and because pressure suf-
ficient to unite the parts might de-
stroy the patterns or shape.

TRIAL WEDDINGS.
Custom Still Exists in Some Vil-
lages in Germany.

The ancient custom of holding
fairs for selecting brides and bride.
8rooms on trial still exists in some
villages of the Eifel district of Ger-
many.

On the day of the fair the young
men and women who have been no-
tified stand in groups on adjacent
hillocks, their names being inscrib-
ed on a roll in the possession of
the fair officials, who sit round a
table between the groups. . The
ages of the young men are stated
on the roll, but not those of the
girls.

Males are then called forward by
name in the order of their age, the
oldest coming first, and one of the
girls is called to meet him ; if nei-

ther objects the young woman is |
presented with a wedding ring, and |

the couple are declared duly wed-
ded for a year on approval.

At the end of the year they may
separate, and each is free to marry
again; or, if they are not quite
sure whether they will be happy,
they can arrange to separate for a
day or two before the mnext fair,
and then be wedded again for an.

horny armor which protects the
back of the hawksbill turtle. This
armor is composed of thirteen seg-
ments or plates which are not fast
at the outer edges but overlap one
another like tiles on a roof.

The turtles are captured when
they come on shore to lay their
cggs, and after being killed are
immersed in boiling water until the .
plates can be removed without in-|
jury. Formerly, in some places,
live turtles were roasted until the
plates loosened and could be taken
away, when the turtle was put back
in the sea to grow a new shell. Tt
is doubtful if shells grow again, or
if they would be of much value.

Hawksbill turtles are found
most of the tropical seas, and the
shells are.commercially rated as
East Indian and West Indian. The
East Indian shell is much darker
than the other and has fewer of the
transparent markings that go to
make tortoiseshell desirable, and is
not so valuable as the West Indian
shell on that account. :

The plates vazy in size and thick-
ness according to location, but in
all cases taper to a thin edge where
they overlap. In those cases in
which a large piece is required to
be of uniform thickness two or
more plates are laid together and
welded until they become a solid
piece of necessary thickness.

In welding plates they are first
boiled in a salt solution until they
become comparatively soft and pli-
able, when they are carefully clean-
ed to remoyve all foreign matter
from the surfaces to be welded. The

in

| slightest impurity will prevent the

shells from forming a perfect joint.

After the parts have been laid to-
gether they are wrapped with sev-
eral thicknesses of wet cloth and
an iron plate put on each side.
These plates must be parallel so
the pressure on the shnl_l .~h:11‘1 ‘h‘n;
equally distributed and bits of fold- !
ed cloth are laid wherever rvqunw?l
to make the pressure uniform. |

In the meantime heavy iron tongs |
have been h(ja-tin and wien hot |
encugh to hrowh & bit of })f".pf‘l“(’ﬂ';(":
mage to hold the pnﬂ{nge' of anh
and cloths and the whole is put in
a heavy press. Pressure is increa ] !
ed gradually to-a certain point ana
maintained until the tongs berome
eold, when the parts will he found

é

other year. If a couple remain to-
gether over the year the marriage
becomes binding for life, or if any
family is born the union'is also va-
lid for life.

If a maiden refuses the first man

she is supposed to marry the next |

offered to her; buc this rule is not
rigidly enforced now, though form-
erly the names of candidates were
taken haphazard by the head-man
of the community, who did not put
up with nonsense about maidenly
coyness,

Now-a-days it is generally ar-
ranged beforehand to call together
only those counles who have been
courting. The system has worked
with good results for centuries, and
will probably last some while vet,
until the farming districts become
crowded with factories and towns.

—

A prisoner was brought before
a Police Magistrate in a country
town down south. The court’s
knowledge of law was rudimentary,
and of English still less. The Judge
looked around and found that his
clerk was not present. “Here, of-
ficer,”” said he. “what’s the
charge against this man ‘“‘Bigot-

IN

ROOM NUMBER THIRTEEN.

Hotels Cannot Rent Rooms Nume,
bered Thirteen,

“I see that a landlord at Horn~
sey -applied for permission to
change the number of a house from
13 to 11a,”” remarked an hotel sup-
erintendent. “‘Strange how super-
stitious many people are about
numbers! Now, if you went to
many of the big hotels in London,
you could not engage a room num-
bered 13. Why ? Because it does not
exist. In some cases the room which
1s actually No. 13 is chock full of
lumber ; in others a jump is made
from 12 to 14, and in others the
numbers begin not at 1, but at 50,
or even 100. There is one house, I
believe, in which all the numbers
;are even.

“The fact is, many hotel mans

agers have discovered that a room
{numbered 13 won’t let, and some.
times there is difficulty in allotting
{ No. 113 or No. 213. Several times
I have known people leave an hot-
i el rather than have a number con
| taining the dreaded figures 13.

“But 13 is not the only number
| considered unlucky. A gentleman
| well known at a certain hotel—he
| often stopped at it—was shown in-
[to No. 4. As soon as he caught
sight of the number on the door he
stepped back and asked for an-
other room, explaining that 4 and
multiples of it were his unlucky
numbers. There was not another
room to offer him, so he went to a
neighboring hotel. In the mornin
he returned for a picture he hag
left.

““‘Just as well you didn’t have
that room, sir,” said the clerk, ip
handing it over. “No. 4 was burnt
out in the night; a wire fused.’

‘‘“After that the gentleman was
more than ever convinced that 4
was a number to be avoided at al’
costs,

“There are ‘unlucky’ rooms in
some hotels, though. I know a
case where there were two suicides
i’ the same room during a period
of about six weeks and shortly af-
terwards a sudden death—from
natural causes this time—took
place in the same room. In fact,
it is not uncommon for a series of
mishaps or tragedies to occur or be
connected with a particular room.’*

2P

MILK FED SAUSAGES.

A man who recently invested in
some sausages says that when he
got home he cut them apart and
left them. In the morning, wher
he visited them, he found three of
them twined up together and sleep-
Two had crawled to
the: milk-bowl and were lapping
{ the milk, and one ,a black-and-
white one, was on the garden wall,
trving to catch a sparrow. Then
‘;hv drowned the lot, and declared
he would buy no more bags of mys-

ing sweetly.
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EXTRA GRANULATED SUGAR

“THE SUGAR OF NEARLY 60 YEARS STANBINS,”

Bince 1854-this prime favorite h
fruitful source of pleasure in
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