PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER,

SESSION, 1863.

- MEETING OF THE LEGISLATURE.

 n Taesday, March 3, His Exeellency Lieut. Governor Dundas
" eame down to the Council Chamber, st 8 o'clock: to open the
first Bession of the Twenty-second General Assembly of this Is-
land: The Mewmbers of the House of Assembly hnving previously
taken the ocuths reqaired by law, were summoned by messbge
from His BExcellency to aitend at the Bar of the Council Cham-
ber, when Mr. Cooper, clerk of the Legislative Council, by com-
miand, directed the members of the Legislative Council to choose
& President, nod the wmembers of the Assembly to repair to the
Assewbly Room to eleot 8 Bpeaker. v
The Members of the Assewbly baving returned, the Hon. Mr
‘MoAulay, addressing Mr. MoNeill, the Clerk, propesed the Hon.
Mer. Haviland to be their Bpeaker, which was seconded by the
Hon. J. C. Pope. “No other Member having been proposed, the
Fon: Mr. Haviland was iaken from his seat by the Hons, Messys.
MoAulay and Pope,and conducted. to tire Speaker’s platform,and.
standing on the upper steps he returned his humble ackoewledge-
ments to the House for the great homor they had conferred on
him, by chosing hiin to be their Speaker.

" The Hon. Mr. Haviland then took the chair, when, on being
sammoned, the Speaker elect, and the House gent up to the
Couneil Chawber, wherenpon s Excellency baving approved of
the chioive of Speaker which the House had made, opened the
Legislature with the fullowing _

' SPEECH:

AMr. President dnd Honorable Gentleman of the Legislativel

Council
Mr. Speaker and Genzlemen of the House of Assembly :

Her Gracions Majesty the Queen has been pleased to
anponnge io Her Parlinment, that she haa given Her con-
gont.1on Marriage between EHis Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales and Her Royal Highnoss the Princess Alexandra

of Depmark.
" 1 am confidont that you will veceive this annonncement
with the greatest pleashre, and that you will heartily unite
‘ju expressing to Hev Ma{mty your congratulations on an
avent 80 conducive to Iler own heppiness, that of Her
family, and the walfare of tha Nation. _ :
isit of His Royal Highness to

The remembrance of the i > {
this Island, gives additional inserest to this Marriage.

The Seeretary of State for the Colonies, hee laid hefors
the Queen the Petition passed by the Legislature laat Ses-
sion, P\‘aﬁug Her Majesty to use Her influénce to obigia
for this Telund privileges in re&pem of Shipping, similar to
those which have bean covseded by the French Government
to bhe Providecs of Canada, ‘ ' L

=4

ty's North Ameriean Provinecs, is under the consideration
of the Government of France, o

Thae Colenial Minister bas intimaied o me that the
(ommissionara appointed by the Quesn, to inguira into the
differences existing between Landownetrs and theiv Tenants,
ha_:da exceeded their Powers in the Report which they bave
wade.

His Grace is consequently unable to adviss Her Mujeaty
ssed during lass Session, snd

L)

to assent to two Acts, pass
intended to give validity to that Report.
- Papers on the subjest will be laid before you.

I am confident, that you will deliberate on & quesiion of
such interest to your constitasnis, and the Colony, with a
determination &o your utmost endeavours . I
solution of thoae renses, which hav
the prosperity of this Island. .

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of A

I have directed the Estimates of the p
the Public Accounts for the past,to bs laid b
1 observe with regret that the Expenditure for'the ¥
1862 has largely exceeded the Rovenue. o

The Reveoue has fallen short of that of the preceeding
twelvemonth. Thia without doubt, is in & great measure
owing to the derangement of our Commerce, the result of
the contiouance of the unhappy struggle in the neighe
boaring Republie. , - .

1 would direat your atiention to the sum which iz annu- .
ally expended on Edueation. This jtem alone absorbs
nearly one half of the Revenue, and it is, moreover, an
Expenditure evor incressing with the Pepulation.

T'he proceeds of the Assessment on Lands, specially de-
voted to this survice, are altogether disproportivnate to the
Expenditurs which it entails. X

The vecessity for reducing that item of Public Expendi-
ture, or of raising an additionsl Revenune to meet it, is 1

imperative, o

You will, I am confident, beatow a cereful consideration
on the Financial condition of the Colony generslly, with a !
view to adopting such measures, as may be deemed noves- |

sary to equalize Revenus and Expenditure,snd to maintein, }
N
|

unimpaired, the Public Credit. )
My, President and Honourable Gentlemen of the Legisiative
Council : '

!

| M, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I have been desired by His Grace the Duke of Newasastle .
t0 invite you to give yoor earnest aopsideration to the
system by which Money Votes ave initiated in the House of
Asambly, . : 3 : R

In ths Mother Country, and in sovoral of the Colonies
under Constitotions similar %o your own, the Executive
Government is directly vespongible for the Finansial con-

" 1 am requested to inform yéu that the quéaﬁc}n of exten-

. ding thesa privileges to Vessels built in any of Her Majes-

dition of the edontry.
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