
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE;

and sixty-seven fernales. Since that period
twenty-three of each sex, forty-six in all, have
been admitted, making the total number treat-
ed this year,_ one hundred and eighty-eight.
The daily average number for 1864 las been
one hundred and fifty-one. Sixteen males
and eighteen females have been discharged,
leaving our present number one hundred and
ffty-four. Of those discharged, eighteen have
been restored, six more or less iînproved, and
ten have died. The rate of recoveries, reckon-
ed on admissions, lias been 39 per cent.; the
average of six years was 35 per cent. The
mortality rate, reckoned on the daily average
number, las been for this year 6.62 per cent.;
the former proportionate rate for five years
was 4.78 per cent. The average mortality rate
since the opening of the Hospital, reckoned
wzpon the whole number treated in each year, has
been 3.61 per cent. The entire nunber admit-
ted since January lst, 1859, lias been three
haundred and twenty-nine, of whom one hun-
(dred and seventy-five have been discharged,
-i addition to four who, at the date of this Re-
port, are absent "on trial."

lion. PRov. SEc. also laid on the table: An-
nual Report of the Board of Works; also, An-
nual Report of the Poors' Asylum.
.Mr. LONGLEY asked the Financial Secreta-

ry to furnish the bouse with the number of
I gt houses in the province, with the salaries
of the officers thereof.

Hon. PRov. SEC. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the new commer-
cial code of signals.

The honse adjourned over until Monday, in
order to give the committees an opportunity of
meeting.

MONDAY, Feb, 28.
The bouse met at 3 o'clock.

• Mr. BouRINOT presented a petition from
Mire, C.B,, asking for a daily mail toi the Is-
tand of Cape Breton.

Hon. FIN. SECRETARY laid on the table a
statement asked for by the lon. member for
Annapolis. in reference to light-houses.

At 3rLoNGLEY's suggestion the Financial
Secretary agreed te add thie character and num-
-ber of liglits to each light-house.

Hon PROv. SEc. took the opportunity of stat-
ing that the introduction of Paraffine oil had
been founI successful-the character of the
light being improved, and the cost lessened.

PATENTS.

Mr:A EcHIBALD presented two petitions from
parties in New York asking for leave to intro-
duce a bill authorizing them toobtain patents
in the.province in reference to extraction of
gold fron ore. Mr, Archibald stated that the
petitioners claimed to possess certain scienti-
110 secrets wbich would be found invaluable
here, and that parties engaged in gold mining
would sustain their alpplication.
.Hon. Mr. SJANMNON expressed bimself lu ifa

vor of the intioduction of a bill:that would te.
cipropate the privileges conferred by any fo-
reign country in reference to patents. If,no
one else woull bring in such a bill:he would
do it himself.

Hon. PRO. SEC. thought it very desirable
that there should be some teneral lawin order
to:do away with the necessity for the introdue-
tioaof a number of separate acts, which only
encumbere'l our statute booki

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE said that the Pro-
vince was losing largely from existing arrange-
ments. Certain persons engaged in ,minng
actually shipped large uantities of ore from
which gold was extracted lin the States by im-
proved scientific appliances.

PETITIONS.
Mr. S. MCDONNELL presented a petition,

signed by 522 persons in Inverness, against the
Confederation of the Colonies.

Hon. Mr, McKINNON-, a petition from Anti-
gonislie Co., on the same subject.

Mr. LocKE, a petition from the township of
Shelburne, containing 615 signatures, on the
same subject.

LUNATIC ASYLUM.
Mr. ToBiN presented a petition from the

Custos and Magistrates of the County of Hali-
fax, complaining of the hardship arising from
the large expenditure required from the county
to defray the expenses of insane persons in the
asylum. Tihe petition, which is founded on pre-
sentments of Grand Juries for some years
back, states that in 1860 the county was assess-
ed fer that purpose $1,382; in 1861, $2,988; in
1862, 4,074; in 1863, $4(;33; in the nine nonths
of 1864, $4,05; and concludes by asking that
the charge be made Provincial.

non. Mr. MCFALANE said he hiad no doubt
that it would bé exceedingly gratifying to the
county if its prayer were granted, but he belie-
ved it would be very unwise to do so. Be did
not think that the city or Halifax, with its
wealth and resources, sbould corne forward to
ask the bouse to be relieved from a burden
which it only bore in common with other coun-
ties. As it was now, it was diflicult to find ail
the accoLamodation required by patients from
the country; but if the wish of the îetitioners
were granted the asylum would be~more than
filled to repletion. 'he liai no hesitation in say-
ing that the present system did justice to al
sections.

Mr. TOBIN did not think it fair for the hon.
member to pre-judge the question; when it was
brought before the committee then woul'l bd
the proper tine for the consieration of the
merits of the petition. He had no doubt thas
the presentrulepressed unfairly upon H alilaL.
Many transient persons came to the city, and-
after a year's residence they became charge-
able upon its funds.

The petition was referred to the committee
on humane institutions.
INCORORA&TION -BILLS PROM .THE LEGISL-

TIVE COUNCIL.
A message was received from the Legislatire

Council stating that they bad agreed to the
bills on the following subjects:-

To incorporate Sydney and Louisburg raâIy
way com pany.

To amend act incorporating International
coal company.

To incorporate Clyde coal mining company,
To incorporàte Caledonia mining company.
The two last bills were sent down with somne

ameodments, which, on motion of Mr.;Bouri&
not, were agreed to by the house.

PETITIONS, &C.
on. Pro, Sec. laid onthie table certain rai

way-petitions, which were referred to the rail;
way commiuttee, in accordance with the prac.
tice.
: Mr. Churchilt presented a petition from

North \Hants for a way oflce. He stated


