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the interim, graduated the prices of the lands
that had been long in the market, and re-
mained sold, thus :

remaining after £
period of 10 years........;... §1 00 per acre
period of 15 years..........., 5.
Those . after
iod of 20 »
l'bouwrdnhgnnddm
period of 25 years............ 25
. -Those ing unsold after
a period of 30 yearsor more 12}

The benefits of the statute were confined
to persons making oath that they entered
the lands for the purpose of actual settle-
ment and cultivation, or the use of an ad-
joining farm. No one was allowed to enter
more than 320 acres under its provisions.

The fluctuations in sales have been very
great. Prior te 1811 the greatest amount of
receipts in any one year was, $765,245. In
1819 they were $3,274,422; in 1836, $24,-
877,179. The war caused a large falling
off in sales. In 1866 they again increased
to $824,605, and for the last fiscal year a
half million over the last sum.

-With regard to mineral lands, experience
demonstrates that they cannot be looked to
as an important contributor :to the national
treasury, unless an improved mode of ob-
tgining revenue be hit upon.

For this purpose three plans have been
saggested, viz: ls, the grait of leases by
the Government ; 2nd, the collection of a
dertain proportion of the proceeds of the
mines ; 3d, the absolute sale of the lands in
smiall lots. The lasof these seems the most

The pre-emption system was, by enact-
ments of 1841 and 1843, in¢orporated into
the national land legislation asa permanent
policy. The former of theoc provided that
every settler or occupant of the publie hnds,
who is the head of a family, or of the age of
twenty-one years, should be authorized to
enter in the office of the Land Register not
exceeding a quarter section of the unreserved
public lands, including his improvement, at
the minimum price, on condition that he
had cultivated the same and| erected a tene-
ment thereon ; that he was not already the
owner of 320 acres of land, ; that he had

“not enjoyed a previous pre-gmption grant;

and that he had not quitted his own land to
reside on the public domaip in the same
State or Territory. The latter required that
applicants for pre-emption rights should give
to the Register of the pmperhnd office three
months’ notice of their mwnded claims.
To entitle persons to preference over those
who may have entered the same at the Land
Office, they must not only inhabit, improve,
and erect a tenement upon them, but make
payment and proof within twelve months
from the date of settlement, u well as give
the legal notice mentioned of their intention
to elaim. |

The first act makinga grant of land to aid
the construction of milroads was passed in

| nﬁhnn grants to about a dozen of the new |
| States, and embracing over forty millions of

piration of five years from the date of such |

| one of the managers sails on Saturday for

sl’lomutm:d Acts are not liable for the satis-

1850, giving Ilinois two millions u‘d a half
of acres for that purpose. _An act :
August 4, 1852, wus of a genernl
and brosder scope, according the right of
way through the public lands to all railroads,
plank roads, and macadamized turnpikes to
companies that might be chartered withia
ten years thereafter ; since extended to fifteen
years. Enactinents for similar purposes,

acres, were paased within the next ten years.
Bat all these were of minor importance com-

pared with those of July 1, 1582, and the
one amendatory thereto, dated July 1, 18647
granting the right of way and alternate sec
tions of land on either side of their tracks,
to the distance of five miles, to the two great
railways for conrecting the Eas‘ern States
with the Pacific coast—the one ¢ommeneing
at Omaha, in Nebraska, and the other run-
ning from a point on Lake Superior, on a
parallel eight degrees further north—under
the authority of which statutes an ambunt
equal to one hundred and twenty-five mil-

lions of acres was authorized to be conveyed
to the corporations constructing the same.
The influence of the Homestead Law (1862)
has been most marked. The gettlement and
cultivation of vacant territory are objects of
greater importance than a slight increase in
revenue from sales. The act provided. that
any person, who is the head of & {family, or
twenty-one years of age, or who has served
in the military or naval service of the United
States, ” or shall have filed his déclaration of
intention to become a citizen of the United
States, and been constantly loyal to the Gov-
ernment, shall, upon the payment of ten
dollars, be. entitled to enter' a quarter
of a section, (160 acres,) or less of the sur-

veyed and unappropriated publi¢ lands upon
which he may have filed a preémption claim,
or which may, at the time of making such
application, be subject to preémption at
$1.25 an acre; or eighty acres, or less, of such
land subject to preémption at $2 50 en aere;

on the conditions, however, that fio certiﬁcate
or patent shall issue therefor until the ex-

entry ; that proof be furuished of his having
resided on and cultivated the same during |
said five years ; and that he shall not have
alienated any portion of the land during the
period, nor been disloyalto the Government : |
also, that he makes the entry for the purpose
of actual settlement and cultivation, and
not, either direetly or indirectly, for the use
or benefit of aziy other person or persons.
This act was amended by another of March
21, 1864, so as to require the payment, in
addition to the ten dollar fee, of commissions
to both the register and receiver, at the time
of entry, of ene per cent upon the legal cash
price of such land, and 2 similar amount on
the issue of the certificate forming tlje basis
of the patent. Lands entered under ‘he

fastion of debts coutracted prigr to the issu- |

mgdmu ﬁ The moles pre-

| seribed for obuhhgmtl.to lnd-d-l.‘ '
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different. The right of the
attaches from the duo of his actual “-
ment in person ; that bnhe homestead set-
tler from the date of lm entry at the local
land office. The Isttet is restricted to sur-
veyed lands; the former {not. Either class
may complet> their tlhn in advance of the
period of settlement specified in the, acts by
paying the minimuin price of the land, and
otherwise complying with the terms and
conditions of the laws under which ’tﬁq z
entered them. A preémptor is not permitted

Sec-| to abandon his original claim and enter the

land under the homestead law. The entries
under the homestead | Jaws during the last
four years have been % fallows, viz | Fliseal
year ending June 30, 1864, 1,261 592 acres;
for that ending Jund 30, 1865, 1,160,433
acres ; that ending June 30, 1866, 1,802,517 .

.acres ; and for that ending Jume 30, 1867,

1,788,043 acres. Commissioner Wilson esti-
mates t)at from forty to fifty per centof =
those who make entries for lands, under the ‘
homestead laws, will ect their titles in
advance of the required term of settlement,
by cash payments at minimum price.

WESTERN xsigléAﬁcz COMPANY OF

ND. |

Policy-holders in this company ardbecom-
ing anxious as to their position, if the many
communications we receive asking far infor-
mation be eny criterion. It is quite matural
that anxiety should prevail in the present
dearth of intelligence. In a previous num-
ber we gave, on the authority of the general
managers, all proe.rlble details, Since then
the company has gone iato liquidation in
England. There are "0 petitions in the
matteér ; one by the ropp-ny for & volun-
tary winding up, subject to the supervision
of the Court of Chancery ; and the other by
the crediiors, praying the usual winding up
order, The hearing was postponed until
the 25th January. Seeing that the informa-
tion was imperatively demanded by those
whose risks the company held in Canada,

England to ascertain the exact position of
affairs. The follawing are copies of letters
received in Canada : :
0 ’o\ EMBER, 1867.
Messes. Scort & Dsbumx

tmvnlo
Dear Sirs,—I regret tp inform you that at
an extreordinary general meeting of this com-

pany; held on the 27th instant, it 'was re-
resolved to discontinue the fire business
the company, and/to wind up the company.

I am therefore desired by the boand of
directors to instruct you o cease immediately
to accept or renew any insurances on behalf
of the company, and to {communicate these
instructions to your agehts forthwitlhi, by the
most s Yy means in I power.

\oup::ld Il also obhge‘rl lr:)ung me have,
by next mail, a return {nll yonr existing

risks, .hewmg when they will ex
And if yoy gan open dny u
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