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Union of C Midi an Municipalities
The Union of Canadian Municipalities at a recent 

meeting pl^cd its attitude on Municipal Ownership on re
cord in the following resolution:

"That in the opinion of this eonrention, as publie util
ities are so constituted that it is impossible for them to be 
operated by competition they should either be controlled 
and regulated by the govern nient or should be operated by 
the public, and that they should not, in any event, be left to 
do as they please."

TORONTO OAS PLANT
Less complaints and better service than ever before, 

an iperease in wages of employees of 10 to 12 per cent., a 
saving to the city of $20 a night (over #7,000 per year) is 
the record of Toronto’s first year of municipal ownership of 
its plant.

MUNICIPAL MARKETS
It is generally admitted that the cost of living is higher 

in American cities than it is in Continental cities, largely 
as a result of our non-interference with respect to the neces
sities of life, that is, our lack of market regulation. A few 
of our cities have taken up the question of municipal mar
kets, but with only slight interest. Boston, Baltimore, New 
Orleans and a number of smaller cities ha.e each established 
a market system, but none of them has developed it very 
far.

In Boston the market is in charge of a public official, 
paid by the fees collected from the marketmen. There is, 
however, no attempt to regulate or to standardise prices, or 
to gather statistical data, so that there is now no real ad
vantage to the consumers from the public conftol of the 
market. In Baltimore the system is very much the same. 
Except for the regulation of the prices of stalls the control 
is also ineffective. Chicago t.as no market buildings, simply a 
market place. It is, however, the closest market in the 
country. One can buy almost all products of the soil for 
less money than anywhere else in America. The city is the 
fruit market for the world, due chiefly to its railway facil
ities. New Orleans furnishes the best example of a muni
cipal market. The city operates four markets of its own, 
which yield #10,000 a year, and also leases rights for #186,- 
000. In this instance the city enterprises which exist are 
under the right of reversion to the city. ' , ‘ .

All these efforts, however slight, have resulted in good 
financial gains. Boston nets a profit of #60,000 a year; Bal
timore, about #50,000; New Orleans, nearly #70,000. Yet 
only a very small proportion of our cities have turned to 
this matter at all, and those that have, have made no ade
quate provision.

In contrast with this, practically all the municipalities 
of continental Europe have monopolized the market rights, 
and the markets are subject to public control; the cities 
also reserving the right to originate new markets. The cit

ies there are doing what the commission merchant does hern. 
We are constantly threatened with a monopoly of the nee es 
titles of life. The object of municipal marheta, says K. 
Thomas, in an article on • • Varia Stock Markets," la to get 
the price of pro. ieioae down to the minimum. Continental 
cities realize that the establishment of a market price is ns 
important as the question of the tariff. The object of the 
markets is also to insure an established relationship be
tween the city and the country, thereby making direct ac
cess to the city more easy for the farming communities.

Paris has by far the beet markets in the world. The 
"Halles Centrale)" is the greatest-distributing point for the 
whole city. There are ten halls of which three whole pavil
ions and tbm.half pavilions are devoted to wholesale, the 
rest to retail trade- The outside space is given to fruits 
and vegetable». The management of the halls is under the 
control of the Department of the Seine, but la really under 
the immediate supervision of the PoVee. The sales are con
ducted by persons called representatives of the shipper», ap
pealed by the Police, the middleman's commission being 
tlfus avoided. These representatives receive a certain per 
cent, fixed by law, for their services in conducting the sales, 
which are usually by auction. The books and records of 
sale are always subject to inspection by the proper author
ities. Sanitary conditions are also carefully supervised— 
in fact every detail is carefully watched, made to produce 
revenue where possible, or kept from doing harm, where 
necessary.

Direct dealing between producer and consumer is gen
eral. The wholesale dealer sets his price according to that 
at the market, which is law. The price set in Paris is the 
price for^yhe surrounding country, and special agents are 
engaged in reporting the prices to Belgium, Spain, parts of 
Germany, and other neighboring district Some of these 
agents are working for themselves, the others are appointed 
by the Board of Trade and must give security for faithful 
reports, and agree to engage in no other business while in 
office. They note and report the general business done, and 
it is from their figure that the price is compiled.

The Paris market is extremely easy of access (more 
particularly the Paris market price) since all business can 
be done through one of the representatives. The results 
from the system are regularity of standards of price and 
quality, direct exchange for cash, and guaranteed sanitary 
goods.

In Belgium, Germany and Italy, markets are also either 
owned or controlled by the cities. London has no central 
market place. In Convent Garden, however, prices are reg
ulated by parliament. There is much to be done in the way of 
markets in our American cities, though the work must pro
ceed cautiously. The market is, from the standpoint of 
economics and society, a necessity, and the time is near 
wheu^we will realize this fact. The alternative is a corner 
in the' necessities of life.

M pv-i I T° work for Public Ownership of Telephones, Telegraphs, Elevators,
Cll VV alllCU • Stock Yards, Abattoirs and Railways. “ What we have we'll hold

and what we haven’t got we'll go after.”—M. C. Hamilton.


