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MUNICIPAL MARKETS

It is generally admitted that t t of living is higher

Ameriea ties than 1t 1s | ities Argely
A8 A res i ir non-interference wit respeet t the
gities of lif at is r lack of market regulat A few
f our ties Ave taker } VJ,AU-
kets, but with only slight interest Bosto
Orleans and a number of smaller cities have each established
a market system, none of them has developed it very
far.

In Boston the market is in charge of a public official,

paid by the fees collected from the marketmen

however, no attempt to regulate or to standardize prices, or
to gather statistical data, so that there is now no real ad
antage to the consumers from publiec confyol of the
market In Baltimore the system is very much the same
Except for the regulation of the prices of stalls the control
also ineffective. ( ago ras no market buildings, simply a
market place. It is, however, the closest market in the
yuntry. One can buy almost all products of the soil for

less money than anywhere else in America. The city is the

fruit market for the world, due chiefly to its railway faecil-
N\ J

ities. New Orleans furnishes the best example of a muni-

al market. The cidy
which yield $10,000 a year, and also leases rights for $186,
ouo

operates four markets of

its own,

In this instance the city enterprises which exist are
under the right of reversion to the city.

All these efforts, however slight, have resulted in good
financial gains. Boston nets a profit of $60,000 a year; Bal-
$50,000; New Orleans, nearly- $79,000. Yet
only a very small proportion of our cities have turned to
this matter at all, and those that have, have made no ade-
quate provision.

timore, about

In contrast with this, practically all the municipalities
of continental Europe have monopolized the market rights,
and the markets are sulject to public control; the cities
also reserving the right to originate new markets. The cit-
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s there ar ) g what ¢ rommission merchant does here
We are nstantly threatened with a monopoly of the neces
s of fe 1 t t of ripal markets, says E

' Paris Stoek Markets,”" is o get

r 4 r . s down to the minimum Continental

. Ten that ¢ establishment of a market price is as

rta TR juestion of the tariff The object of the

rkets is o nsure an established relationship be

tw t y and ¢t rountry, thereby making direet ae
ty more easy for the farming communities

Paris has by far ¢ best markets in the world. The

H fles Cent ales s the greatest distributing point for the

v Ihere are ten halls of which three whole pavil

y and three half-pavilions are devoted to wholesale, the

st to rétail trad T'he outside space is given to fruits

and getables (he management of the halls is under the

r ft D rtment of the Seine, but is really under

liate supervision of the Police. The sales are con-

ted by persons called representatives of the shippers, ap-

pted by the Police, the middleman’s commission being

18 avoided These representatives receive a certain per

t., fixed by law, for their services in conducting the sales,

whi usually by auction. The books and records of

sale are always subject to inspection by the proper author-
ties. Sanitary conditions are also carefully supervised--

fact every detail is carefully watched, made to produce
revenue where possible, or kept from doing harm, where

Necessary.

Direct dealing between producer and consumer is gen-

dealer sets his price according to that

which is law. The price set in Paris is the

price rJ surrounding country, and special agents are

engaged in reporting the prices to Belgium, Spain, parts of

neighboring distriet. Some of these

agents are working for themselves, the others are appointed

by the Board of Trade security for faithful

reports, and agree to engage in no other business while in

ffice. hey note and report the general business done, and
it is from their figure that the price is compiled.

The Paris
particularly the Paris market price) since all business can
ba done through one of the The results
system are regularity of standards of price and
quality, direet exchange for cash, and guaranteed sanitary
goodas.
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Germany, and other

and must give

market is extremely easy of access (more

representatives,
from the

In Belgium, Germgny and Italy, markets are also either
ywned or controlled by the cities. London has no central
market In Convent Garden, however, prices are reg-
ulated by parliament. There is much to be done in the way of
markets in our American cities, though the work must pro-
ceed ecautiously. The market is, from the standpoint of
economits and society, a necessity, and the time is near
when we will realize this faet.
in the necessities of life.

place,

The alternative is a corner

To work for Public Ownership of Telephones, Telegraphs, Elevators,
Stock Yards, Abattoirs and Railways.
and what we haven’'t got we'll go after.”—M. C.

“ What we have we'll hold
Hamailton.




