‘ DOMINION CHURCHMAN.

e had broken the sandal of her walk-
;l:g.shce the day before, and lorgot.'.ton
to mend it ; and when she had

, that omission, she bad & long hunt for
her best gloves, which were at. last dis-
rod by Dash, under & tree near her

At last she reached Mrs. Melcroft’s,
but Ellen Hope's sister was out, and
Alice waited fall half an hour in agonies
of impatience for her return. She did
come, however, after some -time, and
when the direction was written, and the
letter sent off by the post, Alice’s fears
began to subside ; and I am afraid some
of the very energetic resolutions she
had made as she walked along, *never
to delay anything she had to do,” and
to « try and get as tidy as dear Annm,”
began to fade from her memory also.

She made a long circuit through the
village as she returned, that she might
pass by her nurse’s cottage. The
church clock struck five just as she
reached the door ; and as she kissed her
old nurse, who was sitting in her accus-
tomed plade, she exclaimed  hastily,
“ Oh, Nurse, I must not stay a moment,
we bave company to dinner.”

Alice’s visit was too short and hurrie 1
for her to perceive her nurse’s increased
paleness. The flush caused by her en-
trance had not passed away whem she
rose to depart ; a: d it was with renewed
cheerfulness that she said, * I must go,| "~
but I shall tell Ann you are quite your-
self again to-day, dear Nurse; I shall
be going a long drive to-morrow, but 1
hove to be with you next day without
f " X
“ Ay do, my child,” said Nurse Amy,
pressing her hand; ‘there are  many
things I want to say to you; it is long
since we had .a geod chat together,
though I am sure you never forget the
old woman,” she added, with a smile,
which went straight to Alice’s heart,
and was remembered by her to her dy-

ing day.
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