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For the Provincial Wesleyan
THE CONFERENCE OF E. B. A.IN
ITS MISSIONARY ASPECTS.

We owe our position as a Church and
Couference, in these Provinces to as pure &
Missionary spirit as ever influenced men to
leave their native shores, as heralds of the
erosg among the destitute, The hovored aneu

who NAU(M] the' Standard’ of the Cross |

among

hold words,—our Black, McColl, Crans-

wick, Webb, Knight, MeNutt, and others |

who have passed away

to be conveyed there arve worthy of honor-

able memion with any of those zealous |
Missionaries who bhave spent their Yives in |
They found us pro- |

distant heathen-lands.
fessing the Christian pame, but largzely des-
titute of the means of grace, living at ense
in our sins, and having in many places, nei-
ther the form nor the power of godliness,
With the holy fire burning toa brichr blaze
in their hearts, and a zeal and self-foroet-
fulness never surpassed, they journeyed on
horseback, on snowshees, on foat, in - cans
oes, through every part. of our covuiry and
around our shores, calling men to repeus:
ance and poiuting them fo the Lamb, of
God. 'What would have been our condi-
tion if they had not come among us?  Our
fathers and meothers who have died “rejoic-
ing in hope of plory, whose' memories nnd
dving words are so dear to us, heddd from
their lips the word of life, and, to ‘all hu-
man appearance, without the Mothodst
itinerant would have lived and died in
sins. We, the descendants dnd successors
to the rcli;_vious pl‘i\““c:g_’x'* of thpse who
sleep in Jesus, owe a debt of igratitude
which time caunot repay to the scl-deuy-
ing men through whose agency these re-
sults reaching into eternity bave  been se-
cared. Yt: will not be well for us, if we
ever forget this indebtedness. The record
of the labors, trials and suceesseés of these
God-honored evangelists would be more
full of interest and profit to' us than even
the thrilling biographies of - Western pio-
ueers. - Perhaps some future Matorian may
gather the traditionary and biomtaphical
fragments and unite them in a fitting and
ceuduring memorial.

It may not be generally known that a
paxt of she territory eémbraced bycour Con-
ference enjoys the distinetion of having been
favored with the first Methodist sermon
preached® in Aunerica. It was iu the
Autumn of 1766 that Barbara leck, in
New York, urged upon Philip
ry the duty of warniug hix friends and
prighbors  of  their evil ways. But,
year previous, Igwrence Conghlan, who
had, at the request of Mr. Wesley, bheen
ordained by the Bishop of London, was
sent to Newfoundland, opened his commis-
sion, there, having the ** whole island” for
his parish, aud organmized in Harbor
Grace, the first Methodist Society of  the
New World. We may well regard this as
an honor and be gratetul for the distinction
it confers. And with a Coufercnce embrac-
ing 129 Ministers in the active work, a
large proportion of whom have been raised
ourselves,—a membership of

aud more than 16,000 child-
ren in onr Sabbath Schools, and with such
a glorious death-roll (for we must not for-
get'that our pious dead are a part ot this
family eircle) we should on lowly- bended
knees thank God for the great iscrease.

Buit, there is a qnestion which forces it-
self upon us in view of these facts, and to
every thoughtful member of our Church, i
is one of iutensest interest. What are we
as .a Conference doing to help on the great
Missiopary movement? The recipients of
the ghace. of God through the agency ot
faithful missionaries, what efiorts are we
making to spread the LH(!\\')ml;v'.\r[' that
grace among others who are destitute of

j‘;mlnl-

UP amonz

t
198

It is quite evideut that as a Couference
we under serious  disadvauvtages.
There is a striking resemblavce in
respect between our position and that of the
Irish Wesleyan Conterence. Large num-
bers of those who would naturally be ex-
expected to inerease our Membership and
iill our pulpitsand coutribute to our gchemes
of benevolence are borne away to other
countries and mapy ofethem are true work-
ers for God in their adopted homes.  This
is u scrions drawback to our plans and pro-

labor
some

gress.  In some places only a remuaut is
left of those who have united themselves to
our Church. Yet, it is not easy for us to
rid ourselves of the conviction that we are
allowing oursclves to be outstripped in the
commendable strite for Missionary honors
by other branches of the Church who have
Libored under similar disadvantages. There
are at preseut in one ot the schools of these
Lower I’rovinces fouryoung men who have

warily l]w'.nlc\l!'mll:'wl\|'~ 10 Mission~
for
will

who hav

s work and are now prepaying iheis
Fhes
the m
already sone forth from the same (
hen world.  That Church provi
v the support of its 1ninistry at
besides: sustaining ‘its Missionary opera-
tions in foreign ficlds. A
the wife of oue of its valued ministers was
lard upon a bed ot death. With her dving
blessing she placed the son w hich L‘n_-»d vlmrl
given her, her only ehild, upon the Missiou-
arvaltar,prayiug that God would accept hiw,
apart the

of self-denying toil. mn u

lement en

sort time supj B
hurch
the Lies i
fuily fi

short time 2o,

and at the same time st means
at her «{;-}m-:.l for his v'vil:i'u!_im.;x\ tratning.
The litthe boy caught the spirit of his de-
parting mother aud is already preparing tor
Auother branch of the

in-

uis l.ul)'&n \\'v,l’i\.
Chureh in our midst furnishes simi
stances of luudable Missionary zeal.
is it with us? Where are the young mct
placing the mselves on the altar of ,\ii-»uu_m';
> the women offering

JIves as instructors of heathen child-

W here are the mothers who are de-

voting their sous and their income God
Alas for us. they

vouuz

to

aud the heatben world?
arc wot found ! ‘Lhe members of our Church
should look fully in the fnee the tact that
‘ n the import-
are

we are really deing nothit
aut Mis:,innu.n'_\' movement, and that we
yeurly diverting from 1more appropriate
thaunels the Missionary offering of the Par-
eut Chureh, in order that our own Miuistry
Ray regeive a scauty support. Under pre-
fent _cireomstances'it'this supply were with-
keld-our Midistry would be obliged to meet

necessities of life in other ways. They
Would cither be obliged to labor - with their

i

T

us and whose names are our house- |

to their eterual|
home or are waiting in the evening of life |
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{ hanids for their sapport, and be prevented

from employing their whole time to their
prﬂ‘n:r \\'nrk_ seek
fields.

Need things continue as they
im0 means.  And if we wish to avoid the
condemnation -of unfaithful stewards. we
must bestir ourgelves to whlarved zeal and
liberality.

o clsewhere new

are’

“_\'

We ‘may be certain, too, that,
a rekindling of the Missionary flane among
us is just what we need. to quickén our

| spiritual life and make us o great power for

|

good in our families, congrerations and
communities,

With what increased interest would we
‘ look upon the great evangelistic movement,
—with what greater earvestness would we
pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” if young men
and women,our own relations and acquaint-
[ anceg, going forth under our auspices and
sustained by our offerings, were gaining
(y‘(»phivd of \il‘h‘v" for Christ 3I@inl' dark
places of the earth, and reporting their sfe-
cesses tous ! It would infuse new life into
every departinemi of the operations of our
Church.

Fifty years-uwo the first missionary visit-
ed the Sandwieh 1slands,  They were filled
with savages, - Cannibalism :
andidol-worship universal.

was common

been

What u chanee |

Whole No. 1088.
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mutations of the above-mentioned letters, ‘he rear of the * Rodney” tavern was crowd- | The effect was wonderful. Tears stole un-! When Walter Seott wrote some sermons aml!uul law, ** Draw nigh unto Goud, and he will

taking two, three, and four at a time, 1% no
lc‘w than sixty. To illustrate the number
of changes in collocation and combination,
arising from a few things taken by twos,
threes, fours and so on, it will be only ne-
cessary to state that in this way the letters
of the alphabet would give 1.2;'1‘1.72-1.:.‘5-‘5,
887,252.999,425,128,493,402,200 | .

Now for the application. = As the varia-
tions of four or of twenty-six letters are
alike titited in number, so must be those
of avy definite number of atoms whate
ever, no matter how enormous it may be,
{ The atoms composing the universe will,
thercfore, combine in a fixed, definite num-
| ber of ways, and, when these have been
| exhausted, former combinations must. ineyi-
| tably Tecur. ““The time must come,” in

{the words of our author, * when the earth |

condition it is in at this
moment, and has already been a vast num-
ber of times.

| will be in the same

their necessary results, and man will appear
{again, each individual being precisely the
’ same individual he is now. bornot the same
| pareats, be reared under the same cirenm-
stances, and live the same life.” Here
emerges the difference between Dr. Slav-

i fair. "' As this-handful of gedly folk sang with';

a‘:lancir_:g‘-girlf. shrieked out their'wildest luugh-:

{ o :
The geological eras which!:cr' and a jeering crowd, mocking the hymn-
: < 5 & | tune,
have made it what itis, will again workout{

ed to suffocation.
Effie managed, with some dexterity, to find heér weep, and the lions weve turned inte
way, beedless of tire scenes around her, with Francis Ward exclaimed in triumph : ** The

to bis friend that whatever his faults might be,

luto the midst ot this Babel ‘bidden down the cheeks of those unused to was ridiculed for it, as if be bad o business to | draw nighvato you.” In setting our affections
lambs. ,mcddle with ']Iil‘ilull things. he said in a letter | on things above and Sl‘cLhIg those ‘hi&g‘ that

are above, where Christ sitteth, we are taking

eyes bliad to all but the object of her search, | wo'f shall dwell with the lamb, and a little child 'be was so real a Christian that, in. event of | the most direct means to come into nearness to

and with a heart dead o all savé the scene of shall lead them. How are those words ful-
suffering she bad leff behind her in the lonely filled this day ™

ehamber.  The young wanderer had grown - This was Effie’s first sermon. = Sheé preached
wearied and hopeless in her search, and was many afterwards, and' won many souls for
about to retrace her Sl(‘p;‘. wben, amidst the Christ : but no convert gave her go’ much satis-
confusion of tongues which prevailed in the faction as the leader ot that godless band, who. |
warket-place, she hesrd the noice: ot singing, on the mext Sabbath, was heard repeating,
and as she paused to listen,. 'the sound grew, amidst triumphant tears: ** He brought me up |
nearex. and ‘nearer, ahdl ‘présently a slowly-| also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry elay,
moving crowd emerged from.a by-street and| and set my feet upon a rock, and established
went in solemn procession to thie eentre of the my

goings.”

-ecew o

A LOOK BEYOND THE

H. B. STOWE.

earne#t” voice a hymm o_f praise, the clowns VEIL
burled their coarsest jests"at’ the singers, the | '
BY MRS.

Our departed friend—where is he? Often
bas he left us before for a season, but then we
expected him back. We kept his place at the
g | fire, at the table, his clothes in the drawers,
while a.few of the more adventurous hurled | his books and papers and all the daily belong-
stones and sticks at the leaders of the band. A ings of his bousehold lite ready for his return.
great shout of laughter arose from the crowd | Mearwhile by letter. or otherwise, we heard
when one of the tormentors burled a dead cat | We could write 10 him and get ‘an

began to sing— "~

Mr. Wesley’s é6me 'fo town,
To try 10 pull the churches down,

from him.

has wrought!  Idolatry hus been|onski’s views of immortality aud those gen-
abolished aud every idol has been destroy- | era ly entertained and saunctioncd by Scrip-
ed. There is of {ture.  According |to the latter, the soul is
Church members in these Islands in pro- f an immaterial substance capable of separa- |

now a larger uumber
portion to the population than in Enelund! tion from the body and of a subsequent in-
or America. And their faith is manifest by | finitely protracted exi

| their

The former
in connection | entirely eliminate this conee ption, and re- |
'y of| gard cacl mere agorcgate of |
this Chureh, they rdeolved to be imlupcml-'mn!«-ri‘\l atoms, the work of a Llind and|
ent of Miszionary aid which they have been | irresponsible fate.  And whereas the eom- |

stence,

works, This vear,

with the calehration of the scroi-centn I person as a

port their home work, bat, also to enrage
in. Missionary efforts among the inhabitants
of adjacent Islands.

More thau a hundred years aco our first
Missionary preached to us and still we are
being supplied from thé Missionary trea-
sury.

It is an uuple
sionary zeal iustead of 1

that the

want tm
aecominy molre

1181 1
fer-
vent has been dying ont among uni. O
Mission
well nigh among our remeinbrances only.
In some of our more important Cireuit v
look in our Annual Mis
Meetings for many of our leading
The kindest excuse

monthly prayer-inectings for

are

vain in

e |i1.-
make

lN’l'\. we can

from what should be Chiristian

valued means of

to every

orace.

These things ueed not be. I'h
not
(hurch and of our families ‘ol
New Brupswick, P. E. [sland, Newfound-
land and Bermuda, shere ghould come np
the upited voice, ** By the Blessing of God
it will not be.” 3

be. From every member of ow

in Nova S

[ Qg 18
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(For the Provinecial Wesleyan.)
IMMORTALITY BROUGHT TO
IN MODERN SCIENCE.

It not if that
though called the haud-maid of

LIGHT

is often, ever, Science,
“n‘“,'lwn.
has deliberately undertaken. cither the cor-
roboration or the independent proof o any
of the doctrines of Seriptnre.  Whatever
validity, if the expression is allowable, has
been added to the Word of Gob by
iuh'l'ruguliuu of Nature, the wpatural
though unpremeditated result of the fact
that both scienc¢ and relizion are in truth
revelations the same l)«,;(.v, a God
which lie. But there are some

questions to which religiou alone cau give

the

of

cannot

an answer—questions which fail to elicit
from pature anght but the dubious mutter-
ings of uncertainty. Of these the future
destiny of man is oue,
the awful problem that for a tortared
the mind of man till hfe and immortality
were brought to leht in the Scriptures.
Dr. Ivan Slavonski, a distinguished Rus-
sian mathematician, has recently published
a work entitled, ** Mathematical and Phy-
sical Proof of the Immortalify of Man.”

ges

This preof is based on an application ot
cles of watter of which the world is com-
posed, and j» a new aod starding develop-
ment of the atomic theory.
it/may be obscrved, as uuderstood by Dr.
Slavonski, is pot identical with the imiaor-
tadity of the Christian; but rather a pew
form of the eternity aund indestructibility of
muller.
oue pf’ the most, curious
aaged the attention of any eminent thinker.

He assumes that there ullimate
limit to the divisiou of matter. It is true
this

anl'll‘tiu).

that has ever en-
13 an

we cay ueither couceive

ter ever can be divided iuto particles too
sinall to adinit of fturther separation. Here,
two extremes, both in-

however, we v

coheeiv l’l,)‘n'. but one of which, aceordiug 1o
Sip Willlam Hamalt
be
we bLave said, takes
The world, tl

made up of a de finite number of particies,

on’s Law of the Coud
ruc. Dr. Slavon

the former alternative

tianed, must

iy %

1}
il

wen, ouw 3 supposition, is

vagt, indeed, beyoud the powers ol human
computation or gouceptiou, but not intinite,
Lhese atoms ace perpetually chianging place

:mr culeriuy iuto pew aud ever-varyving
cofubinations. Dut

punuber, the vwuaber

~l};«_& are lumited 1u
of eombinatious 1ito
which they can cuter must also be limited,
3 wous have rolled |'_\.

ur. To make

and, after myrads of
forgaer colbimations must red
this clear, let us turn to au cleinentary
principle in matfematics,

The combinations ef things are the ditter-
ent colleetions that can be torined out of
them without regarding the order in which
X ing the

l'uh;_".i are I;Iu“m], permutalio
regurded,

terin applied when unas order
Thus the combinations of the letters a. 0
¢. d., tnken two st g tinwe, are ab, ar.
beyibdy de. Taken three at a time, they af-
ford abe, abd, acd, bed. Now it isimathema-
tically demonstrable that the number of com-
binatious to be made of any number of
things, taking any uumber at a time, is lim-
ited anfl defiuite, and can be precisely as-
certatned by easily deducible rules. The
sume is teue of the distinet sets of combiha-
tjons made by taking various munbers at a
time successively., Permutations are sub-
jeet to lmws mo! less rigidi; bt the permata-
tions of a given ptmber of things will, itis

Lobvious, be vastly greater than their combi-
nations. Thus the number of possible per-

accustomed to receive and not only to sHp- |

_|are of course wholly unaware.

onary

for them is that want of interest kcepsthem |

At last, Qm\\"\('l\,
a scientific solution has been attcmpted of |

the principles of combiuation o the parti- |

Be that as it may. his theory is|

uor that naat- |

- { whispered in long and pamfal panses,

monly conceived idea of immortality con-
l A

of ulomic change so vast that the
tant mind iu its unending flight” sinks par-
alysed inthe attempt to compute and | rasp
them. Of these stupendous intervals we
But it may
questioned whether this is any witigation
le a destiny.

b
of so horrible
e

mgellectnal bop

For who wou

“Thouzh full of pain, 4n
“Those thoughis that wander through
What a this

problem  of und

e,

terrible solution is

existenee, what a

hastly carcasm on all our hopes of a here-

Alas for man, ** the
sShall he

o loved, who suff red countless illw,
“ Who batded for the Uiae, the Just

| le blown sbout the desert dust,

| ¢ Or sealed within the iron hills

after! roof audcrown

|  Aud is a perpetuity of material exjst«
icted ou ys_ouly that iu every
' recurring eras we may be born, sicken aud
may be tortured with the same ** pangs
ot nature, sins of will, defects of doubt,
tand taints of blood”’ And are all the
levils that history records, and all that his-
tory fails to record, |8 l'i(l\.“"u“_\ to repeat
themselves like a vast circulating decimal 7
Are war, famine, aud the plague to reiter-
ate their ravages on maovkind through the
illimitable cycles of a drear eternity 7 Let
those believe it who can take away from
{the universe the idea of a Supreme Being
*who controls the destinies of man, and
issues of life and

| ence to be infl

i.n.‘

i whose hands are the
death.”
* Not 'or this

“Wa ta'en from the common

the common ¢l
earth,
Moulded by God, and tempered with the tears

U1 aogels o the periect shape of man.”

ny
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SKETCHES OF EARLY METHODISM
IN STAFFORDSHIRE.

(Ly the Autbon of ** Ilonest Minchin.”)

EFFIE'S FIRST SERMON.

A dim taper-light _was burning in the cham-
ber ot death, and its fitful glimmer seemed to
intensify the aspect of poverty and discomfort
garret
On a bed of straw lay the spare l'orml

which reigned within those four barc
walls
of a woman in the last stage or lingering dis-
ease, and kneeling over her, ¢lad in a bundle
of dirty rags, was her only child, a girl of sev-
eateen winters (che seemed to have missed the
summer-time ot life), pale, pensive-lpoking,
and prematurely old.

** Mother! dear iother! are you better

now ?°  The voice trembled with emotion, and

| the whole frame of the speaker shook as she

put her ear to the mouth of the sufferer to

catch the taintest whisper of reply.  The slug-
gish mowents rolled on wearily, but no answer
came

* Mother!

|
{ now ™

dear mother! are you better

There was a tone Lordering on anguish
A movement of the glassy
love light twitchir lips,
R <

i indicated that the dying wowan

| ) 1

make aun etlort to re Liie

cond ery.
: of the blue, thin
was about 10

bent down

-, aan to i»uu‘.

s ] better—soon,”! she faintly

—shall—be

“ better

—soon—in heaven !

)

wother

|

lused to tell me, if he takes you from me.”

; A look of displeasure, like a momentary | selves to hear ber through.

|
|

|
|

{
|

| death-like torm, vestored its consciousness, and |

of the | mother.

l

|
i
|

i

|

dou't say that!” cried Liiie. | come to do deeds of violence grew

bigh in the air just as Mr. Wesley was (-nm-l
mencing his address. Effie, wh® bad almost
unconsciously followed the crowd, recognized
in this last miscreant her father raving in the
fury of his drunken madress,  She almost fled
towards him, and rushing into his arms fairly
hricked—

** O father, she's dying, mother's \:_\.ugf"l

1

and she burst into convulsive sobs.

For an instaot the reeling drunkard seemed

sists in an uninterrupted personal existence, | too surprised to answer, but presently with a
])'r. Slavonski substitutes ah infinite ~n;nv~.'lu;n;iblu oath be struck the child with his | labors, his clothes-—+whose very appearance
of personal-existences alternated by periods | clenched fist, and laid her, senseless and bleed-
** reluc-| ing on the ground.

A cry of ** shame” from
his own coinrades assailed him, and Le beat a
dly into the crowd behind. A
good Samaritan was not wanting to poor Effie.
One of the Meibodist leaders—I'rancis Ward

cow, retreat

| by mame-4whose pious memory is treasured in ! sions” of the Father's house ?

Wednesbury to this day, lifted the pale and

cruity "' | bore her tenderly to the chamber of Ler dying |into which they have passed. That world is

It was not the first visit of this good
aiut of God to that Jowly chamber.
Eflie’s mother ever kuew of Lope beyond the

Ward had taught her, But ne-
ver bad his labours been so blest as on this
night when the feeble lamp of ber life was

grave Fraucis

flickering.  In praise and prayer and cheering
words ot promise and hope divine these three
** their sacred vigils kept™ until the mid-night
haur. One was, absené ghere. A weeping
daughter kuclt by the bedside kissing with xll
the passion of early grief the hand of her mo-
ther icy with the chill of death, and a good man
beside her was praying audibly, ** Thy will be
done.”

Another year rolled by, and Wednesbury
In the low-browed
** Rodney™ were assembled,, as usual at such
Effie's
father was of the number, and the talk turned
—as jt often did—on the doings of the ** Meth-
This man was more profuse in vaths

wake-time bad come again.

scasons, a group of tipsy revellers,

\“‘E("“.‘
and blasphemies than ever, and he wound up
an invective tirade by declaring that ** Them
tellows made a fool o’ my poor woman, and
now they've made a fool o’ my silly wench, but
mark me, George, they'll never make a fool o’
e,

The evening wore on, and bye-and-bye with-
in a stone's-throw of the ‘* Rodney” another
company bad assembled in a primitive meeting-

house. Effie was of the number, and the talk

| of this group was of Him before whom the pow-
lers of darkness tremble, and who keepeth the

Francis Ward was there,
and bis talk was heavenly. We, in these days
of modern Methodism, seldom, I fear, experi-

feet of his saints.

ence the joy of such a love-feast as that was.
There had been some glorious emanecipations
from the thraldom of Satan, and those who had
becu warriors iu sin were become not less val-
iant in righteousness. O, what thrilling expe-
ricuce was their What shouts of ‘triumph
rang in that ** litile heaven below !”
coacluding when
Jeers and threats,

The love-faast was just
there was a moise without.
blasphemous parodies of hymns and prayers,
were followed by a loud knocking at the door,

and in a moment a host of revellers had burst|:

their way into the building. The worshippers,
not unused to such scenes of violence, were
calm, and offered no resistance. Effie, glan-

cing at the ring-leader, recognized ber father,

{ and as Fraricis Ward was about to speak, she

stopped him by a whisper, and rose herself to
face the foes. Had a vision appeared to these
rough, rude revellers, they could not bave been
wore dismayed and silenced than by the pre-
sence of this fair youug girl confronting them
with mild, rcproving eyes, and uskin_',_{ attention
while she spoke. There was dead sience in a
Then she began in gentle words and

The who had

mowment.

. 1
silvery tones to speak. men

g cowards as

|
|
f oo 1 cannot think that God is as kind as vou| her voice assailed them, and one by ore they

1
]lai(l their weapous down and composed them-

The little meeting-

. | R .
cloud, overspread the serenc and bappy face ot { },ouse never bad sueh a congregation before,

| the sufiever. Effie knew 1ts meaning, and
‘a» she kissed the pale and shrunken cheeks,
apd siroked back the silver hair, her warm
tears fell upon the couch of straw.  Some mo-
ments passed before another word was spoker.
* Eflie,”

[ aecents than before, *¢ bring—bin—here—your

gasped the dying one, i feebler

! father.”
There was such a tone of command in this
request, that Liie, she
eave the chamber, dare not hesitate to enter

reluctant as was e

|
{ upon ber hopeless erraud. and pulling her rag-
ged garments tightly round Ler, she was thread-
ioe her way in another moment throurh the
crowded and noisy market-place of a large
Black Country town.

Vanity fair was at its bighest pich, and the
motley crowds seemed almost bewildered by
the numper aud variety of ** sports” presented.
! tlere were daneing-gixls on suits ; yonder a set
{of merry-go-rounds. Clowons with painted
faces were uttering ribald jests, and mounte-
bauks were' twisting their lithe limbs into
shapes grotesque. For the rest there were

bear and badger baits, and a huge cock-pit at

and the girl-preacher was so rare a novelty that
she seemed to cast a spell over the listening
throng. DBut it was not till she came to teli
her own experience that the full force of her
simple words was felt, and most of all her tather,
who, slinking into a corner, bad tried to elude
her glance, fairly broke down when she told of
her mother's last words, and the glorious love-
feast they had together on the night she died.
She said nothing of her father’s crime and cru-
elty, but this loving forgetfulness goaded him
mu.l'h wore than the bitterest words she could
have spoken. Then she spoke with touching
candour of the depths of sin into which so many
had fallen in the orgies and revellings of that
very wake-time: and when she had painted sin
the blackest, she drew the shining picture of
the cross, and spoke of the dying thicf as an
instance of the nearness of the sinner to the
Saviour, Stretching out ber arms in impas-
sioned carnestness she sang, accompanied by
ber comrades:—
“ Come, O my guilty brgthren, come,
Groaning beneath your load of sin ;
His bleeding heart shall make you room,
Lis opea side shall wake you in.”

-

All that

answer .
Now there is another departure more string.
ent, more severe—a final one. He has gone
out of the house and we, expect his return oo
There is to be no more his place at
table —no more his presence at the fire-
We send him a letter and
get arveply. He has crossed the river, but a
heavy mist lies over the other side. Now we
put away his boeoks and papers, the companions
f ot his daily toils, the instruménts of his daily

more.

side cannot

seams (0 up'a part of his personality—because
{ too painflully suggestive, We hide them away
he will never wear them more,

| Whereis he? Faith answers for the good
man, that he is af rest—at peace. But just
{ where, Just how—in which of the ** many man-
} we long to know
| more definitely.

The Bible tells us one thing about that state

| under the government of Christ. So he de-
clared to St. John when he appeared to him
*“T am he that liveth and was dead,
and bebold T am alive for evermore, Amen—
and bave the keys of Hades and of Death,”

This much then is certain, our friend has
passed to a world where the Lord Jesus reigns,
where all things are under his dominion. In
that realm, Jesus declares himself to be, ** He.
that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth
and no man openeth.”

It is consoling theo,to think that the arrange-
ment of that lite to which our friend has ‘enter-
ed, is in the merciful hands of our Divine Re-
deemer. And it is in infinite compassion to us
that he reminds us that Ile once died himself,
arid bas risen again to a new immortal life, so
that the whole of that mysterious, dreaded ex-
perience has been fully proved by him.

If we aduwit, then, that this great Spiritnal
world into which souls are all the while passing
is Clirist’s special dominion, the world where
Lfe arranges,and where things are done accord-
ing to his will, we shall fecl at once that, as
compared with this world, it must be a land of
love, peace, order and beauty. Its ‘‘many
mansions’ are arranged with tender reference
to the exact wants, needs and state of moral

in glory :

progress of each soul.

It was the opinion of the early Christians
that the soul passing to that new state of exist-
ence, arrived there in a state of comparative
immaturity. All is new and different—another
mode of life, other and higher laws, in which
the angel friends who bave gone before are the
educators. In the old Italian religious ‘paist-
ings, the death scene of a saint generally repre-
sented the body stretched out and lifeless,
among weeping friends, while angels are bear-
ing aninfant apward in their arms, by which
they rcpresented the new born soul. There is
an exquisite little painting of this kind by Fra.
Angelico, in Florence, representing the death
of the Mother of Jesus, in which our Lord is
raceiving her squl as an infant into his arms.
The idea is in analogy with all-the Divince
modes of operation which we know—transition
to new modes of existemce suppose gradual de-
velopment.

We may also suppose that the sphere of the
new born immortal will be mercifally regulated
according to his spiritual progress.

Not all really good men strike us as adapted to
the same sphere in the Spiritual world. There
are those who, like St. Panl, lived in this mor-
tal life, always desiring to depart and be with
Christ—longing to be dissolved, weeping as if
they wept not, rejoieing as if they rejoiced not.
Their whole kife is in the things out of the body,
their life work in this world is not dealing with
its physical forees or its material economies,
but solely with spiritual conditions. These are
the highest order of saints. By them religion
is kept up in the world. They are called to be
its teachers, apostles and seers, and have
special spiritual adaptations granted to them.
The early (,'hriatinns. as a body, were such men
and women, sud if they bad not been, Christi-
auity never could bave made its way thyough
such obstacles. But in the great movement of
buinan life there must be men whose work must
be in the things of this life. In order that they
way work well in them; they ust throw thewr
euthusiasm into them. The Doector must be an
enthusiast in medicine and the study of patho-
[logy; the Lawyer in science and practice of
law, and so on down through countless armies
of men aud women who are called to adminis-
ter the affairs of this mortal life. That they
shonld love their work aud all its accessories is
as much desireable as that the soul called to
be apostle or martyr sbould forget all things
seen, and desire only to be dissolved and be
with the Lord.

There are excellent men and women in this
world, who seem to us more adapted to live
here, than in the spiritual world. Among them
are faitbful Christians, who, if called to it,
would cheerfully lay down their life for  their
religion. But their earthly aature jis strong
and vivid, their faculties and adaptions are tp
things seen and visible, and they have very
strongly, the animal and instinctive, shrinking
irom death and the unseen world.

angels came to him.

ed voice or presence of the départed, seen in
to relieve some crisis of agony—to give light-

ministrations, are so geatle and ‘equable, and
50 mingle with the normal current of the soul
as to'be indistinguishable. ‘It is cheéering fo
hold St. Augustine'’s doetrine—that When ‘wé
purpose what they putpsse, and seek what they
seek, and adore what theycadore—then the§
pray with us uniavoked. Their preseace with

another persecution for Christianity, he felt
that he should cheerfully be willing to lay down
his life for it. Yet. Walter Scott loved Scot-
land and its traditions—loved his farm,his trees,
his horses, and his dogs, and filled into this
preseat life and was immaturely developed for
the spiritual ane. In his later years of desola-
tion and decay, he said of bopks: * There is
but one,” meaning the Bible; and bis dying
words to Lockhart, repen,ed again and again,
‘“Bea good man—nothing else is worth any-
thing.” He was then growing towards the spirit-
ual sphere. i1 ‘

1t appears to us that these stages of develop-
ment and progress may be regarded by our
mergiful Lord, and that by geutle trapsitions
He may lead us from regions not uanlike our
earth, and, as it were, shading off into our mor-
tal life—upward and onward—as we can bear
it, to those things which eye bath pot seen, nor
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart
of man to conceive,

We may conceive our friends gone  into

Christ's world, not in a state of vague rapture
and ecstacy, or of blind absorption into the Di-
vine nature, but in_a *‘ home” of rest and
quiet adapted to their nature and progress-—a
bome with duties, with varied employment,
with social intercourse aund. friendship, with
opportunities for advance in all knowledge:
and with § wide and mideging sphere of 3tife
usefuless.” “Ohe 6f ‘the ‘afflfctive ‘thingd con-
nected with the )pnnge)o_f our fricndf into the
unseen world, has been a sorf of loss to us of
their indioidual sdentity. In the vague 1deas
of blessedness and glory we lose the person-
ality and the disginctive traits to which our souls
cling, Our warm-hearted, active, ardent friend,
full of cheerful mirth and joyous humour, is
gone, and in ‘place we have a conception of a
solemm angel, ‘rapt away from earth in a dis-
tant divine latitude.
But let us look at Christ’s life on earth—and
remembering that Christis the Lord in that
invisible world,—see how beunited the wost
exalted spirituality and, divipe communion,
with the most exquisite buman naturalpess.
There is that About Jesus 50 warm, so human,
so simple and ¢omprehensible, that in every
cilme and country, each mortal being, whether
Indisn, Malay or Negro, had only to hear his
story to love him: as a heart friend, How he
always respected human individuality [ e
adapted bimselt to it in his disciples with a
pavental tenderness, He didk not treat John,
and Peter and Thomas alike, He knew that
John was a poetic idealist, and Peter an im-
petuous, energetic man, and that Thomas was
by nature a sincere sképtic, ani varied his'treat-
ment of them accordingly.  Heé offered to Tho-
mas the proof his doubting mind reqnired, and
which be gave to no other. 'When Martha and
Mary met liim at the grave of their brother, he
individualized them in the same way. Martha
was a strong woman, capable of being address-
ed. through her ntellectual copvictions, and so
with Martha he reasoned, but with Mary he
wept.

In the regulation therefore, of that spirit
world, where he is Lord, we must expect the
same scope for individoality. We are not to
suppose al the faculties of this Tife cease their
play, or that they gasp and smother ina va-
cuum, but that ample provision is made for
their appropriate  exercise. Our friend is in
different ciycumstances; he bas passed to a
bigher power and more congenial stmosphere,
but that sacred sphere of individuality by which
we know him from all others is unbroken. We
shall know Kim again when we meet him—eve-
ry innocent personality intact and secure.

Neither gre we to suppose beeause they have
passed thither, that our own temporal cares—
the things that in our earth life, try, perplex and
distress us, seem to them unworthy of atten-
tion. Because we see in the case of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that while living with that super-
natural world ever open before him, so that he
could at any moment summon from it & legion
of angels,he yet had the tenderest sympathy for
the least of buman jnterests around bim. Just
as he was eoteriug on the sublimest public min-
istry that earth has ever known, he stopped to
go with his mother to a wedding, and his first
exercise of miraculous power was to relieve an
embarrassment in the festivity. Our departed
friends will be clothed with the spirit of the
Lord; and while they keep ever uppérmost our
spiritual advascement will regard with tender-
ness our earthly weaknesses and ngtural and
innocent wants and cares.

How angelic spirits can minister to us, is a
matter about which little is revealed. We are
simply told that they do thus minister, that one
sinner repenting gives them much joy—that
each little child hs its angel, that they watch
the death bed and bear away the parted soul.
Undoubtedly our friends when placed in their
divine babitations, are under & divine law and
guidance. They have their appointed sphere,
and their duties, and do not follow the mcre
promptings of an undisciplined affection. They
enter into the wisdom and calmness of God and
what they do for us is regulated by his direc-
tions. .

If therefore, we would feel them near us, it
must be by our drawing sear to Him who is
their Lord, whose spirit iaspires them, whose
Jove controls them. | We may remembicr that
our Lord in bis carthly struggles did not call
on angels but on God. It was his Father
whom he prayed to three times in his low ex-
trémity, saying the same words, and then the

We sincerely balieve that it has “sometimes
been God’s will to vouchsafe to faithful souls
glimpses of the spiritual world. and by the lov-
night visions or by vivid impressions of them,

ness, peace, and joy. But more often these

| them .

', We are here upon this earth as a family ol
children, whose father has prepared for themn a
better home in a far country, We have, not
seen it, and do not know exactly how it looks,
and the home where we at present sojourn is
familiar and dear. When therefore one mem-
ber after another is summoned to go forward-—
when the home is gradually being ddspoiled of
this and that familiag belonging, seut, forwacd
to their future residence, there may come some
dresry bours, and some natural sickness ot
beart,

We cling to what is—and dimly comprehend
what we have never seen.  Yet, what is our
adyance in life, but the gradual sending for-
ward to another life of hopes, aims and aspira-
tions. Nothing draws us so strongly: there as
the taking of friends. Whes a husbandman
would move a tree, he first cuts off its roots for
a wide cirele around. So each friend taken
from this lite is one root cut that we may be
more eajily: transplanted to the Paradise of
God.

What can we say better in closing, than the
Episcopal Church's prayer for Alk-Saints' Day::
““ Oh, Almighty God. . who has knit together thine
elect in one communion and fellowship in the wyw
tital body of thy Sop, Christ our Lord. Grant us
grace 30 to follow 1y blessed suints in all vittaood
and podly living, that we may at last come 1o thosé
unspeakable joys which thou hast prepaied for shem
who unfeignedly love Thee, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen™

—Christian Union.

(From the Methodist' Recorder )
THE CLASS-MEETING AND MODERN
METHODISM,

Tre Commexion Or Saixts Seoveen 'my
Tak Crass Meznna. /

+. Tae Church of Christ is composed of per-
sons who have been called out of the world into
the service of the Great Master, and there is a
|natural antagonism between the Church, whose
duty it is to testify against the evil that #s o the
world, on the one band, and the ‘world, which
hates the Church because its members bave re-
mounced worldliness, on the other. The, peo-
ple of God, being thus disassociated from the
children of the world, instinctively seek com-
munion with those who are like minded with
themselves in Church-fellowship, for which
every Church should offer the utwost facilities.
It is natural for men, as social beings, to
Join themselvos together in societies, and from
the earliest times we find them doing so. Hence
have arisen nations, tribes, cities, towns, and
families, as well as those societios which have
been cstablished for the purposes of mutual
protection and assistance of the members of
which they are composed, !as in the case of
friendly societies, in which a number of per-
sons unite to cssist each otber in times of sick-
ness or need ; political societies, which aim . at
promuglating certain party. tenets; literary
and scientific institutions to promote the inter-
ests of learning and to encourage investigations |
in the various departments of sgience. -And
Christians have fonnd it necessary, espacially
in seasons of peril and persecution when the Jine
of demareation between the Church and the
world bas been broad and strongly defined, to
join themselyes together in, bands that they
might worship together, unite in commen pray~
er, encourage and comfort one another, Whea
the Church itself has become corpupt those who
remained faithful amid abounding apostacy
have been driven to form themselves into a re-
ligious society to protest against the errors; ot
the times, or to worship God in secret when it
was dangerous to meet together in public,apd. to
exhort each other to increased fidelitiy and, ho-
liness. In the days of the last of the Qld Tes-,
tament prophets the entire nation: of the Jews
bad grizvously departed from God.' The prigstss
who should have taught the truth substituted,
for it falsebood, apd sacrilegiously profaned,the
temple of the Lord; the people zobbed.Geod
both of their bearts and his tithes. It is &
dark, sad picture which is drawn of those days
of general defection, aud judging from the gen-
eral character of the great congregation of wor-
shippers in the Lord’s bouse and their service,
ane would be led to conclude that  vital godli-
ness had expired. Yet even then there was a
small remnant of faithful souls who feared the
Lord and thought upon his name, and they met
together for the very same purposes that mo-
dern Methodists meet in class, for we read
that they *‘spake often one té another ; and the
Lord bearkened, and heard it, and & Book 'of
remembranée was written before him for them
that fear the Lord and that thought upon his
name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord
of Hosts, in that day when I make up my jew-
els; and I will spare thew, as a man spareth
his own son that serveth [him.” (Malachi ii.
16, 17.)
It is sometimes objected that the class-meet-
ing is not a divise institution, but neither 'weve '
the meetings of the saints in the time of ‘Mal-
achi, nor was the particular method ' of fellow-
ship which the early Christians adopted when
they had all things common and *-did- et
their meat with gladness and singlences of
heart,” although we know it was most aceept-
able to God. All orthodox Christians profess
to believe in the communion of saitits but’ it is
not agreed how best this may beé promoted. As
there is no divine model laid down in Géd's
Word it may have been imtended that esach
Church should be left to make such ‘provision
asit might consider would be most likely tomeet
the requirements of its members. At all events
our class-meetings were established in the  first
instance purely to supply a want which Some
who craved for spiritysl communion experi~
ented, and we cannbot doubt that when wused
aright tkey are acceptable to God as they have
long been proved a most valusble help to tra~
vellers to Zion. -
It is contended by many that all that is'need- <~
ful for the commnnion of saints is provided for
ift ‘the administration of the Lord’s Sapper,
but when we consider the manuner in’ which
that sacred rite is. now  gencrally celebrated,
there iy scarcely an opportunity given for Chriss
tian intercourse and conversation, which appear

us may be in

nce with the great Spirit-

o

to be an essential part of Christian commu-,




