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By the Bev. Thomas Harris.

* © Lord revive thy work "—Habakkuk iii 2

Z-s! for the Divine glory has always charac-
terz-d God’s peop'e Even ia remote patri-
archal and prophetical times that zeal wae
variously exhibited. Actuated thereby, Eaoch
and Noab, thcse ficat denourcers of sin, preach-
ed rigbtecusness to the entediluvians, and with
earnest faitbfulness gave warnirg of approsch-
iog dopm. 7 :al was eonspicaous in M- ses, and
to it mey be attributed his mignanimi'y sud dis-
ivterepledness which were uniformiy dieplayed,
end néver more strikingly than when be stood in
tbe Lieach between lerael and their off:nded

‘G.d, ind pleaded- with such fervour that they

might be forgiven. Impelled by the same holy
pricciple, Ebjab, in bold erd fesrless tones con-
demned the idolatry and wrong doir g of his sge,
end advocated the supremecy of Jekovah. The
impestioned utteracces of the Psalmist indicate
with what feelings of esdness and concera, he
bebeld the sbiunding of iniquity and the lan-
guiskirg state of Ziup, and hence the vehement
supplications ; ‘* Ssve now, I beseech thee, O
Loid ;1O Lord 1 beseech thee, send now pros-
perity.” * Wilt thou not revive us again : that
thy people mey rejoice in th=e ?” Jeremiah,
becausk of the depraviiy of his day desired o
foautaio of (ears, that ke might ia contirusue
weepirg cxpress bis grief and arguish. Ha-
bakkuk havirg bea d God’s speech, was afraid,
Thcee ‘solemn uttersnces from the Almighty
which were eitber unictelligible to the mejority
of bis countrymen, or unheeded and disregard-
ed byitlem, be besrd with deep emotion, be
pondered with profcund awe. le beard the
threatened viritation, and foresaw the portentous
clouds purcharged with Divine wrath. He knew
that bi4 pation would be varquished by their
evemies the Chaldeans, be carried away captive
into a strange land, be subjected to berdsh'p snd
misery ; and be io imminent danger of departing
wholxfrom God ; acd hence the prayer of the
text was presented to Him who from ope gene-
ration to another bas been the helper of bis
people.. A petiticn more appropriate and sign fi-
caut, we canoot conceive ; “ O Loid rev.ve (or
preserve alive) thy work.” Let pot tby people
spostatizs fiom thee, Lot not the flickeriog
light of their religion be utterly extinguished,
by the fi:rce storms of vengeance awaitirg them,
Let'not ihe fiery ordeal thiough which they
shall pats, bave the effect of alienating their in-
constant souls from thee their covenant God.
O Loid, in the time of their deepest gloom,and
degradation, end reprcach, and when every ob-
ject sutrounding them will have a tendescy to
csuee forgetfulness of thee—preserve alive re-
ligious priuciples,—in their extremity, O God be
gracicus ! * O Eord, I have beard thy speect,
and was afraid : O Lord, revive thy work in tke
midst of the years make koown; in wrath re-
member mercy.”

To do ample justice to such a subj-ct as the
one before use, to descant upon all the topics
legitimately connected with the text, would re-
quire more time than we have at our disposal,
and therefore we shall confine curselves to Two
eonsiderations.

I. The necessity of a revival, II. The means
of its realization: '

There are pecessities existing in the Church,
and in the world.

(1). Are there mot incopeistencies in the
¢ .urch P A consistent christisn—one of unde-
visting uprightneess and constant devotion, is one
of the most interesting objects on earth ;—eone
upon whem Jesus looks approvingly, snd men
with profound veneration. Were all such who
profess Christ’s name, then would the church in
ber commandiog msjesty go forth conquering
and to corquer; “ Fair as the moon, clear as
the sup, ard terrible ss an army with banners.”
But, it cannot be concealed that the cause of the
R:deemer is most deeply wounded by its pro-
fessed friends ; by those who in lip avow their
at'achment to Christ, but in tbeir life dishonour
bim, and bring s reproech upon tbe religion of
the gospel. The cturch hss no greater foes
than those within its pale. Not Satan whose
inveterate hatred to vital godliness bas existed
from tbe beginniog. Not the hosts of deists,
infidels, rationslists snd errorists of every grade.
Their opposition—although indeed formidable—
might be easily withstood, snd the banner of
v ctory wave o'er all the battlemeots of Zion,
were all wittin her sacred enclosure possessed
of the spirit of Christ aud treading in bis steps.
How mapy sbout to crees the cbreshold of the
church bave been repelled snd turned back by
reason of the inconsistencies of professing chris-
tians !

(2). There iz disunion in the Church. The
desirableness of union among taose who profess
the same religion, and acknowledge ove SBaviour
a1d Lord, is apparent from the lsudable efforts
Low being made emong christisns to draw
closer the bonds of fellowship, snd to forget
their differencies in one common love to Cbrist,
tud to men rede:med by his blocd, aad thus
hasten the consummation prayed for by the great
tesd of the church—that his people might be
cne.  Yet, it is obviouas that emong the churches
of christencom there is a lamentable absence of
ur animity— fraternsl love and coopeiation in
lsboring tor souls. Much prejudice, bigotry,
exciusiveness and distrust exist Lo mar the otber-
wire beautiful spectacle of the various sections
of thechristion church dwelling in love aud being
(n'y emulous of loyalty to the grest King, snd
of ¢fforts 10 promote his glory, Yes! in the
cturch whkere ope harmonicus song should be
heard, ¢ften 1here are discordant sounds. W here,
es io a femily, there sbould be the blending of
feeling,'end the oveiflowings of eff-ctioa, too
often there is dissgreement snd strife. In the
“ wacramen‘al host” of GGod, in that army mar-
shal'd ard panoplied by the * Captaio of Sal-
vation,” where there ought to be united effort
that would ere long tell with stertling effect upon

the enemies of Christ, and catise Satan to fall
as lightning from heaven, there is too frequently
defeat pod discoursgemen'. Ahb! the enemy
kuows that were God's people one in consecrated
z+al, and earvest toil, bis kingdom, asssiled by
such a confederated host, would sssuredly fall.
Before the frowning forts of Sebastopol the
sllied symies concentrated their forces, and by
united ¢kill and valour they scaled those beigh's
sxd planted their standerd on those massive
walls, and sang the songof victory. Thusshall

tisns cooperate and witb one beart and mind
strive to spread the common Salvation.

(3). There is spathy and icaction in the

Church. Amorg those professing to be the dis-
ciples of Him who went about doing good, there
is lamentable supineness and languor. Are not
msny at esse in Zicn, altbough the eventful war
is beiog waged be: ween light and darkness, truth
sod error, Christ snd his adversaries ? Too
maay, like Meroz come not up to the belp of the
Lord —like the Liodiceans they sre lukewarm.
Yet although such are lethargic, the enemies of
the cross, and the emissaries of error are mot.
O is it not to be deprecated that while s> much
is 1o be dove within and without the church, and
the command and example of Christ and tte
reward promised by him, are enough to stimulate
snd quicken every one to diligent untiring labor
yet stupor sud insction are exhibited by maoy !
Opportunities, *0 Lumerous ard promising will
soon be wittdraws. Time, to precicus yet
olightly valued,will soon have paseed irrecovera-
bly. How litle may remain! Tre night of
death surely ccm-th—it may be very near. Yet
a little while and the M:ster wili come to reckon
with us, and to require an account of our stew-
ardehip. To esch the command is addressed ;
“Bor, go work ia my viseyard” O the
blessedness, the honour of being employed by
Chr'st, and how encoursging the promise ; * Be
thou faithful unto deatb, and I will give thee a
crown of life !”
(4). There is re!fishness in the Church. In
her evangeiistic and philanthropic Missioa the
church is retarded and depreseed for waat of
msane. Her beneficent beart thiobs with tender-
est concera on account of the millions yet un-
christianiz-d, and willingly wou!d she s¢nd to ali
these perishing ones, dwelling on continents and
islands, in healthful and pestilential climes, and
deeply sunk in revolting superstition snd degra-
detion the message of salvation ;—but her efforis
are circumscribed, and ter sympathics confined,
because while memmon's ¢ f.rs are filled to
overflowing, the exchequer of the chureh is
empty ;—becsuse while thoussnds ars expended
in plessure, fn drees and t¢dornment, amounts
too paliry to be named are spared for Christ’s
most Loly c:use. How many hesthen sre un-
taught—how many in christisn lands for waat of
Home Missionary ¢ffsrt—how many open doors
are not entered year after year—how many in-
viting fields, wbere the epiritual husbandman
might gather sheaves for heaven's granary, sre
untilled—how mapy sanctusries not erected, or
if begun unficished—how many Sibbath echools
unsupplied, or but partially supplied, with books
—how many Ministers of the go:pel pressed
down with pecuniary anxieties from which their
Master intended them 10 be relieved, because of
the illiberal, covetous spirit of many who pro-
fess attachment to Him who though rich yet for
their sake became poor. There is urgent need
of a revival of christian beneficence in the church,
which would be the precursor -of such displays
of the Divine power as were never witnessed,
such copious ¢ffasioos of the Holy Spirit as are
oow devoutly desired. Then would God pour
water upon the. thirsty, anc floods upon the dry
ground, for ssith He ; ** Bring ye all the tithes
ioto the storeboure, that there may be meat in
mine bouee, and prcve now berewith, if 1
will ‘not open you'the windows of heaven and
pour you out a bleesing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.” Alas! there sre
some—it is to b: feared meny—who keep back
from God, who rob him as did the people in
Malachi's time. God sssuredly keeps back from
them ; and, if as & result of penuriousness they
bave spiritual bairenness now, and condemns-
tion bereafier, can they marvel—can they com-
plain ¥ That religion is of little worth to its
possessor or the world that does not prompt to
the devising of liberal things. * God loveth a
cheerful giver.” Declepsion in religion, snd
spiritual dearth and desolation, may be traceable
in many instances to the spirit of selfi:hness so
conspicuous in meny.

(8). In the church there 18 unbelief. This sin
placed obatacles in the path of our blessed Lord
while performing his minisiry on earth, and pre-
vented bim from doing all that his loving hesrt
prompted bim to do ; “ He could not do many
mighty works because of their unbelief.” The
heinousness of this sin is particularly noticed in
the Scriptures. The doom of the Israelites
stands forth coaspicuously as a rebuke and warn-
ing., Arrived at the borders of Cansan, they
were not peimitted to enter. Why P Had God’s
purpose changed thrcugh his inability to van-
quish and dispoesess their enemies who dwelt in
the land,—or hed his love toward his people
abated P No! * Taey could not enter in be-
cause of unbelief.” Tbis sin, too prevalent
among christians, paralyzes es it were the aim
of Omaipotence—seals up the fouctains of mercy
—provokes God’s displeasure—and produces
sterility in Zion where should abound :

* Flowers of Eden, fruits of grace,
Peace and joy and righteousness ™

(8). In the church there is apostscy. How
many have fallen from grace, made shipwreck of
faith, and like the church at Ephesus, have left
their first love !—Are such cases rare sand iso-
lated P Do they not abound in every cbristisn
community ? What church register doee not
contain the nsmes of those who bave turped
back to the beggarly elements of this world ?
Isit not to be deplored that too frequently, such
after their defection become worse than they
were previous to conversion, and some manifest
a spirit of bostility toreligion. Tbe fearful num-
ber of those who bave apostatized from Cbrist,
and the injarious inflaence such exert, should
prompt us to cry with increased importunity ;
# O Lord revive thy work,” snd recover from
the snare of Satan the fallen ones !

(7). In the church the Holy Spirit is not suf-
ficiently bonored. Apart irom Him there can
be no spiritual prosperity or progress. There
may be all beside. The costly edifice, besuli-
fully embellished—enchanting eloquence in the
pulpit—exquisite soul inspiring music in the
choir—the patronage of the great ia the pews—
the imposing aod solemn ceremonial—san ortho-
dox creed—faultl. ss disciplive—and yet, should
the Holy Spirit the author of life and power be
sbeent, all these, and every appliance and scheme
of man’s originatiog would be utterly unavailiog.
Too often in times of revival, the instrument
employed by God is unduly relied upon, or ex-
tolled immoderately,while the great and effectual

Agent is not sufficiently recoguised acd honored.

stances the cessation of a glorious work haa|
srisen from not aecribing all the glory to God
the Holy Ghost, L is possible, not oaly for in-
dividual christians to quench the Spirit, bat the |

will not give his glory 10 anoiber will depart
Brethren,

tendom, we should bave the his ory of the seven |
Asiatic churches repeated, “ Ichabcd ” tonld‘
be written upon our Banctuaries, the glory wou'd

depart. No power but His can revive ond|
preserve in spiritual vigor. O Spirit Divine

sbide with thy ¢buicl, and bestow sbandaatly

more of thy soul converting grace !

Necessities exiat in the world for a revival of
religion.

1. How vastis the number of tte uncaved!

Yes! in professedly Chistian lands, emid gospel
ordinsnces, and where mercy through the crucfi
ed iy fieely offered, thousands are liviog without
God, and without hops. Qught not the sight to
affect our bearts P Precious souls i redeemed by
the blood of the 8on of God are exposed to end-
less ruin, toeternal deah. Taey crowd sround
usin cur daily walk, and throng the rcad to
destruction. What proportion of the popu-
lati>n of any town, are saved ? Can we poict to
one in wiic) all are righteous—or where ofe
balt or one fou:th ate ? Alis! the adherents
of the usurper are more numerous than thoss of
our h:avenly King! Tbe msjority of cur fel-
low men lcve darkness rather than light—are
expased to the wrath of Aimigkty God—are go-
ing down to irretrievable woe !
2, Consider the ungodliness and vice that
abouand ia the world. Crimes sre perpeteated
enough to tinge the cheek. with crimson, aad to
appal the sou'. What scenes of iniquity, of fla-
grant imp’e'y are witnesrgd in every laud ! Vice
is rampaat, rot only ia the busy, populous city
but in the 1ural settlement. Tbe statistics of
crime, as known and reported are incredible ;
but the bumao mind takes cognizance of but a
tithe of the evil upoa which the eye of the om-
niscient and omnipreseat Oae 1eits wish dis-
pleasure,

3. Giance at the sntagonistic icflaences to true
religion which exist.

What is the nature aod tecdency of much of
the Literature of the present day? Are not
many of tbe proluctions eminating from the
press pestiferous in the highest degree? Vol.
umes are circulated by thoussnds,and their cheap-
ness and the fascinatiog style in wkich they are
written, cause them to be eagerly read. Bat are
not many of the bocks thus brought within the
reach of the mezsses laden with error, and terd-
ing to lower the standard of moral.ty,and sap the
foundation of our holy Christisnity P In this
way delusions are propagated, Mormonism, Uni-
verssliam, Spirituslissm— Restorationism — De-
structionism. Pure literature, like a refresbing
stream, carries health and gladness in its course,
but much of that now so greatly in demand is
pestilential and soul destroying.

Look at the popular amusements of the day.
Scenes of diversion seductive and ensmaring,
espedially (o the youth, abound on every hand.
‘Chere are many who spzak in advocacy of, snd
unbesitatingly patronige the ball-room, the thea-
tre, the ealoon, and other resorts of dezsling
exciting pleasure, where moral sevsibilities are
blunted, the taste vitisted-awevil habits contract-
ed, and a career began which eventuates in the
destruction of both body and toul. We wonder
not that at the recent assembling of the Minis-
ters of our Cburch at their annual Conference in
Charlottetown, the following resolution was
passed : *“ That while we would not restrain our
people from those innccent pleasures and pur-
suits, which in themselves are harmiess and
tend to invigorate the physical system, we would
caution them against giviog encoursgement to
diversions, such as dancieg, sttending theatres,
and such other amuremeats #s cennot be teken
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Minutes of
Conference p. 87.

Mammon is a god worshipped by thousands.
They baste to be rioh, and to secure the coveted
prise mo labor is avoided, no pains spared, no
meaos untried, and too often those means re-
sorted to which are not only deubtfal, but con-
demned by conscience, and God’s most righteous
law. In some quarters, efforts are being mede
to abolish the sanctity of the Lord’s dsy, and to
prove that the law of the Sabbath is not of per-
petual obligation, and its hours msy safely and
hsrmleesly be spent in recreation and pleasure.
Sabbath desecration is one of the crying sins of
the age. Looking calmly, snd in the light of
Scripture, at the precent aspécts of the church
and the world, it becomes the duty of all who
love God and bis cause, to- reiterate the prayer
of Habakkuk, ard ircessantly ery, “ O Lord,
revive thy work.”

1I. By what means may a revival of religion
be secured ? :

(1) There must be confession of unfaithful-
ness, and deep humiliation before God. Judg-
ment must begin st the sanctuary, The varied
sins of the church—ber apsthy and heglect—ber
unbelief and deficiency of love—her woridliness
snd formality—bher i ist and epost
cies must be felt acd acknowledged with deep-
est self-abasement and contrition ; and when this
ia the case Zion wili be favored with continuous
showers of blessing. '

(2) There must be renewed eonsecration fo
Christ. The full and unreserved consecration
of individual Christians, of their time—tbeir in-
fluence—their gifts, their property, their all ; for
we are mot our own, we sre bought with &
price. Therefore present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy and aceeptable to God.

(8) A revivsl may be promoted by the holy
lives of believers. Religion is powerful and in-

‘fluentis!, when exhibited in its loveliness and

attractiveness by the followers of Christ. It is
to be feared that sometimes the faithful minis-
teations of the pulpit are neutralized by the un-
boly deportment of those protessing godliness.
Each Christian should aim to bs a centre of
light—s depositary of truth—a dispenser of
bleasing—a co-worker with his Lord—oend in-
strument for good. * Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your father which igin beaven.”

(4) To promote a revival -there should be
zealons co-operation in lsboring for Christ. Eve-
ry one whose lsaguage is, ‘* Lord, what wilt thou’

diately ssserts :

lnddenly tostop ? Burprise bas been expressed,  of labor, la the femily—in the worksbop—in
sod varicus causes aseigned ; but in many in- ' the mart of commerce—in the sick room and
| bospital—in the 8abbsth school—among the
» Lorant and veglected, many of whom may com-

plain, * No man cares for our eoul.”

il L (5) To secure a revival let there be imjorta-
chureh col'ectively may thus sin, and He who | oate, believing prayer. Wbo can folly describe

: e be! the power of prayer 7 - The church’s kistory from |
¢ ¢ nl?uu.d tte Divins Spirit withiraw his | the begioning is a reeord of marvelicus pbeno-
quickening influence from the churches of ohria- | mena—astoundiog mirscles—special inlerpesi- |

tiobs of providence—speedy vouch

his children.

tion with himself,

l)‘ml.

God, then, is literally the * present belp’' of
Itis nots need of b's own ne-
ture that be should use secondary agents in his
ig-, works or providences; itis buta graciousee-

morial soul at stske, trembling lest a basty
word should imperil the little mortal iifs. After
lifting up bis heart in prayer, he said in clear
and solem acceats, * My child, | feel for your

commodstion of his economy, by which be | weakness, I would mot for the world give you
would benefic those agents, by sffording them

opportamities of self development by co opera-

needless paio, but I must tell you thepe is ouly
one way to come into the Holy of Holies— '
| through the blood of Qariet sbed for us all, and

a Saviour aad help you to come.’

You own a bouse, & tenement of clay’ and you
bave it insured sgainst flre—that s, if it acei-
dentally burns, the (oss will be made up to you
O:, you bave ships at sea, lnden with merchand-
ise, which, if uoheppily wrecked, you tave
maie provision that sowme weslhy {osurtoce
company, and oot you, sustaing the loss, These
* policies ® as they are termed, have vost you

But there is another word in this eiguificant | cffered now to you. Lost and guilly creatares | 8 handsome sum in the shape of premlums.  All
passage worthy of note: God is our * belp'— | are we all by matuse, but the Fatber will par. ' this is wise and proper, and ivdicates s Gom-
This is & cautidnary phrase. The coasoitary|don all who eome to him ia the name of bia cru- | mendadle degree of worllly prudenée. Nutbow
of thepaseage is 80 streng, that it|oified Son ; aod will wash awsy our #ine in his stands it with your immortal soul? Thisie of
—extraordinary strength acd comfort communi- | would seem, the inspiring Sbirit chose bere u‘ blood. May bis Spirit show you your meed of |
cated—abundant blessing bestowed—and glori-% qualifying term tp prevent abuse. For * belp’
ons vietories granted as the results of prayer.| means not absolute or unconditional interpasi- |

incaleulably higher vafue than bouses and barvs,

{ wares and werchandise, or any mere temporal
8till the daughier’s face wae aver'ed, and the | possession. Once lost, the soul can never be

Before we call God will answer; aod. while we | tfon for us; it implies our own co operation snd | mOther's scarcely smothered displessure broke | repisced. Have you this fosured P JYosus

are yet speaking He will bear. * If two of you
shall agree on earth as touching anythirg that
ye ask, it shall be done for you of your Father
O tbat the church in her
corporale and individusl capecity would sur-

which is in heaven.”

round the * Throne of grace,” ard present

needed prayer of the tex', *“ O Lord, revive
thy work.” and cease not to cry until the win-
dows of heaven are opeced and copious showe
ers descend to water atd refresh God’s beritage.
Awske Christians, asake ! Libor incessantly
for Christ. Gather in'o his fold the erring ard
Brethren, the time is short, and

the outcast.
eternity is at hand. Boon the Judge from
throne will erquire ¢ What hast tbou done
me 2"

salvation as a lamp that burnetb.

0 God ! to thee we ory—stretch forth thy hand,

Toy work revive, in this, in every land:

8end down upon thy Chureh in this glad hour,

The spirit of peace, ard love and power.

For this we humbly wait, we pray for this;
O Spinit coms end bring the Eeuenly bliss !
As earnest suppliants we will ever strive,
And ceaseless cry ** O Lard thy work revive !”

0 Lord ! revive thy wosk the church now cries;

For thee she languishes—without thee dies ;
The past forgive, a' d O the faith afford,

To say,—Thou wilt revive thy work O Lord!

Thou wii¢, O Losd, thy promises fulfil !
Accomplish all thy sovereign will ;
Wilt send ths pentecostal shower,

The grace we nesd, the soul converting po ver.

Pat on thy strength O Z'on, snd rest not
until rightecusness go torth as brightness, and

only as ‘help’ to our own endeavours.

the | out works is dead.’

operation with God.

‘ the effectual call’ may wait forever.

give attention to it.

ties and powers,’

shall come cff* more than conqueror.’

 Beligions Bliseellamp.

“ God is our refuge and stiength, a very

present help in trouble,” exclsims the Psalmi

and it is a very shout of spiritual triumpb, es”
pecially in the logicsl inference which he imme-
* Toerefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the-
earth be carried into the midet of the sea ;
though the waters thereof roar and be troubied,

though the mountains shake wita tha swel.
thereof.”

Nearly every word is emphatic: ¢ Jod " b
sell is our resource; not merely the second

sgencies of his providence, not merely those
sngelic * messengers ” which are sent forth to
aid his saints, and who *“ encamp ” sbout them,
He indeed ‘  works by means,” but it is the

prerogative of his * dear children " to hold
rect relations with him—tc spply witk their

pirations and sorrows, immedistely to him, and
Cbrist’ in him.—
Doubtless we bave angelic helps ; for ‘ are they
not all ministeriog spirits, s=nt forth 10 minister

“hide” themselves *

to them who shall be heirs of salvation ?' I

probable. therefore, that the favorite doctrive of
individeal ‘ goardian angels * is trus. Bat how
the Hebrew saint, in this outburst of his truth-
ful joy, mounts above every such inferior con-
sideration to God himsell ! If every one suffer-

ing saint had & visible apgel attending his
grimage, what » distinotion would it appear

be! Appear we say, for it could not become a
more real fact than the invisible angelic guard-
How he would
march on over thorns, or through fire or water,

isnship which be does aave.
having met a protector with wings of light

bis aide !

his bead! How, placiog his dyiog band

that of the igviocible gusrdisn would he fear-
leesly enter the valley and the shadow of death!

How would bis enemies fall back abashed
fore the vision !
bim, and crowd
brows, to behold with wonder and awe the

jostic presence ! Kings would eovy bim

willingly exchange their crowns for such s dig-
nity and security. Suach, as a simple matter of
Scripture fact, is ‘the angelio though iavisible
protection of the good man. O, that our faith
were vivid enoughto realize the fact, as we
wou'd by eight, for, - blessed are they that have

not seen, and yet have believed ' Bat the

phaesis of the Pesimist gives a higher significance

to his langusge. It is God himeelf—the all

all-present, all powerful—to whom, ‘the night

sbineth as the day,’ and before whom the
gels veil theie faces—wbo is with us an
ouf refuge.

Aud how emphatic are the next words, ‘a
¢ Present ' means both here
and now. Aad, least our timid hearts sbould
distrust es byperbolical or rhetoricsl, the con-
solatory sasertion, the qualifying word is given
—* very, veritable—truly, really, * preeent '—
oot indirectly (through his secoundary agents,)

. . : ioal
but actually ‘present.’ And this is a lo;n::l Theak God iy Mis. shosnding grese’ re-

plied the minister ,and theo turoing to the in-
valid, bhe said, * My desr young lady, I doindee
congratulate you on the prospect that is, |
trust before you. Do you go into the bigh and
boly presence of God, feeling that in yourselt
you are a lost sinper, and relying on the merits
of a crucified Saviour for scceptanee there P'—
Toese words were uttered elowly with the ten-
but with the

very presen! help I’

consequence of the just conception of God.

is not only a fact, but a necessary fact of the di-
vine Dature, as omnipresent and omniscient,
that God should be literslly preseat in every
point of the universe snd cognizant of every
He could ot be
God did he not recognizs the smallest micros-
copic insect in & drop of water as distinotly s
the Joftiest archangel before his throne ; for bis
knowledge could not then be omniscient. Were
there an atom of our planet not pervaded by
bis presence, by his very substance, as really as
the third heaven, then be could not be omni-
He would fall that much sbort of be-

thing in it, bowever minute.

present.
ing iofinite—and to fall short of infinity, by

smallest imaginsble quantity, is mathematically
to fall infinitely short of it ; it is to be finite, or

limited, however immeasursbly great;

there is absolutely no relation between the fi-

How upon his anees, in his closet
would he pray and adore, with the outstretched
hand of such a being resting in beaedietion on

How would the world ernvy
sbout bim with uncovered

dom,
not deliver thee.

but not himseit.
¢ thorn in the flesh.’

cate.

iog Fatal Delusion.

out delay.
His name sad miesi

being an

tis

invited him to her daughter’s chamber.
wishes to see you now.’

pil-
to

of the room .
. b’

ma-
ond

em-
farther.’

an-
d is

hesitate , sir, to spesk to my daugbter.

ber change.
that she will soon be in heaven.’

derness of sympathizing love,
faithfulness of God’s ambassador.
How were they received ?

this time with & haughty sternness :

snd

pite and the infiaite.. The errow that mimes dess life,

the mark by sa ivch, misses it as- Teally
by ten thousand inches. 85

i

av'if

Some years ago = minister in tte city of
ary New York was summoced to visita dying
straoger. The messenger eimply designated
the street aad number of ths hodse , and ex.
plained that the young lady wes s:journiog
there for a short time, and finding herself unex-
di. | pectedly near ber end, desired to see » minister.
as- | Kuowing nothing more than this be went with-

d, be
was met in the periour, and ocordially received
by an elder'y iady, the mother of the sufferer.—
She was a stately lady, of filne sppesrance and
caltivated mannere. - Bho  expressed hsr grati-
tude for bis coming so promptly, end ot once
¢ Lou-
isa bas besrd that you are here,’ said she, and

There is no place that more clearly reveals
reficement or the want of it tken a sick room.
In this cass the minister felt at once that be
was in the presence of ladiesof the purest type
Atone glance his eyetook in the arrangemeats
The sbeolute neatness and or-
der that reigned around, the softly-shaded but
vot gloomily-darkened windows, the books, the
piotures, especially one lovely landscape jast with
in range of the invalid's eyes—the little vase of
in | violets and heliotrope on the toilet, all told as
plainly as words couid bave done, the charact-
er of the cccupants. Approaching softly to
be- | the bed whose snowy drapery made the thought
of sickness almost plessast, bis eye rosted upon
the lovely but wasted features of s young gitl.

No need to aek her malady. The brilliant
beaming of the full blue eye—the vivid flush of
the cheek in such strauge contrast to the lily
whiteness of the brow—tbe transparency of the
delicate fiogers, all proclaimed the victim of
consumption, even without the warning round
of that hollow cougb. 8be had set out from her
New Englaod home, boping to reach a south-
ern climate, but the disease had arrested bher
tbere, saying, ‘ Thus far shalt thou go but no

The visitor took the band feebly beld out to
him in welcome, and paused, overcome at
first by that passion which melts tte bheart at
the sight of youth and beauty sinking into the
tomb Perhaps bis feelings were discerned by
the object of it, for ehe smiled a resssuring
smile, that seemed to sey, * You need not grieve
for me.’ And the mother said, * You need not
She
knows her condition sad is fully prepared for | its cry of distress ; its security is complete ; it is
You bave only to rejoice with her

The brow of the dying girl, befors so serene, | throne, and God bimbself will appear to cur_vision.
now contracted useasily, and the flash on bcr’ — Northwestern Advocate.
the oheek deepened, while sgain the motber spoxe,

* You hayve mistaken the case, sir. Such lan-
gusge bas never been addressed to my daught-
srhere. Sbe alwags led a blameless and spot-

. The minister stood sileat for » moment, bis| that will serve for their msiotenance’ when de
amhole heart yearsiog over the = priceless, im- | prived of your presence, support, sud services.

desist. | would not have asked you bere,if 1

ez apxiety ot the troubled fece of ber cbild,|
from which the hight and joy bed eo euddenly
faded, and then added, ‘ I must insist that you
will now leave her presence, that she may re-
cover ber peace of mind.’

‘ As you will, madam,’ eaid the minieter, and
then to the sick girl be added, ‘ Farewell—may

Slowly, with a sore beart, the minister re-
turned to his bome, aud there be wrestled loog
in prayer thet God would send bis Holy Spirit
where bis bumsn ambassador was rot permit-
ted 4o come. His aleep was broken that night
by reason of ihe burdea weighing upon hie
beart. Would that Jovely and aimisble yonrg
creature pase away in that fatal delusion P—
Would she poor moptal of a fallen race, enter
the presence of (od, trusting in her owa per-
fection P Oh, fearful awakeaing !

Esrly the next worning he repaired to the
boarding house, where be had visited her the
day before. ‘ How is Mies B.' said be to the
servant who opeoed the door. ¢ Ste died last
night, sir, at eleven o'elock,’ replied the girl.—
He returned sgan to his bome.

And so it was all over! And where was she
now P Oaly the judgment dsy would revesl. It
was too late now to prey. The destiny of that
immortal soul wae fixed.

Ob, ye false prophsts! Ye wolves in sheep's
clotbing, who go about saying * Peace, peace,
where there is no pesce,’ deluding poor souls to
their eternal uadoing! Woe unto you! ye who
profess to by ambassadors of the Lord ot Hoste,
yet tremple urder foot tLe blood of his Son, *it
shall be better in that day for Tyre and Sidon
then for you.'— Advance.

Heine's Death-bed Conversion

from Pantheism.

When we lie on ‘our death-bed we bccome
very gentle and tender-hearted, and would will
ingly meke peace with God and man. I confess
I bave scratched many, std bitten many, and
been no lamb. bat since I have stood in need
of God's mercy I bave made a truce with all my
foes ; many beautiful poews, which were direet-
ed against very bigh acd very low persons, are
for that reeson excluded from the present col.
lection. Poems which contained ia any degree
personalities against Almighty God I bave com-
mitted to the flames with the zeal of foar. Itis
better that the versed should burn than the ver-
sifler, yes, 1 bave made peace with the Crestor
as well as with the cteature, to the great displea-
sure of my enlightened friends, who reproach we
for iy relapse into the old supérstition, as they
are pleased 1o call my return to Ged. Others
express themselves with still bitterer intolerance.
Atheism’s convocation has pronounced its anath
ems over we, and there are certain fatetical
priests of unbelief who would willingly place me
on the rack to meke me renounce my heterodoxy-
Heppily they bave no instruments of torture at
command except their writings. But I will con-
fess everything without torture. I bave reslly
returned to God, like the procigsl son, after feed-
ing swine with the Hegelisns for many years.
The divine homesickness came upon me, and
drove me forth, through woods, end vales, over
the dizziest mountain pathways of dislectics. On
my way I found the god of the Paatheists. but 1
could mske nothing of bim. This poor vision.
ary creature is interwoven withand grown iato
the world. Indeed; be is slmost imprisoned in
it, snd yawos at yda, ;without voice, without
power. To bave will one must have personality
and 1o manifest ong’s self ore must have elbow-
room.— Every Saturday.

God Near us.

GOD is peares to men now thsn in older time
Toen, when tome special manifestation wou'd
be given, he esme in the form of an angel or o’
angels, pow he presses our spirits 10 near to his
owu apisit that we ¢sn feel the tbrobbings of
thet Divine heart. We see bim mnot, but we can
not mistake bis presence. The reality of God's
nearness was then objective ; now it is subjective
Then it was sepsucus now it is spiritual, sod
spirit is above matter. We may tee no angels
now, bear no voices, receive no explicit direc-
tions, but the faithful soul knows him a God
pear at band snd not afar off, as surely as the
blind child knows when it presses the warm
breast of its mother. That mother’s love bas s
pressure all its own that the babe ocsncot fail
to recognize. Nestling in that Jove, it hushes

| satisfied. It never cares to look upinto the par-
ental face ; it feels and koows the parental near
ness, and its comfort is complete. I hed ratber
be guided by the Holy Spirit than by the pillar
of cloud end fire. I bed rstber take my re-
fresbment from the hands of God himeelf, than
any other, be they sngelor ravens. I bad ra-
ther bave my closet. than the altsr of Manosb,
or that at Bethel or P.niel. Thanks be to God,

assistgnce given 1o this only. The assistance is | forth: ‘I must beg, sis, thet you will at once | Christ, your Baviour, grants you a policy, which
indeed, as unlimited as our need, bat it is given
He
that works not for bimse!f, but trusts only God
abuses faith; for* Faith works '—* Faith with-
The pervading idea of our
disciplinary probation, in this world , is the per-
fection of our moral li'e by communion sud co-
He tbat thoroaghly belps
himsell will never find God failisg to belp him
even to the uttermoit. Tbe man that waits for
He | God bless you.’
must listensnd be will hear it at ouce. The
his | clock atrikestwelye, in the room where he sets,
for | and he heers it not; but looks up, five mia-
utes afterward, to learn the time ; it struck as
loud es it ever did, or ever will, but he did not
Thus it is with all in-
different couls before God. He calle and ‘ waits
to be gracious,” Arise, O, beedless one, and
call upon His name, for ¢ whosocever calletb upon
the nam# of the Lord shall be saved. And so,
thou long suffsring disciple, beffled, depressed,
sometimes nearly beipiess, help thyself courage-
ously by all the means thy God affords thee,
aud then go on tby way triumphantly, for be
will supplement all thy endeavoars with bis
own simightinees. ln spite of sll ¢ principali-
‘death or life, or angels,
thisgs presant or things to come, height, depth,
or any other cresture’ than, helped by him,
Bat
diotate not how he thall belp thee ; this would
be an appesl 10 his power , aside from bis wis-
He will effeciusally Aelp thee, but he may
It may be best that thou
shouldst still be tried. Paul could heal others,
He prayed for relief from the
God answered bis prayer
in the bes: possible msnner—not by deliverancss
st ;| utby ¢ grace sufficient ' for bim. Awud be sufl-
ered 0o, until he was ‘ready to be offered p
thenceforth was * the crown,’ bat the * thorn’
no more., His prayer was answered at lest,
put ia God’s own wey.— North Western Advo-

will protect you against tha possibility of loce

bad known that you woud tbus disturb my/and tha', too, * without moaey and without
daughter’s peace I  Here sbe looked with tend- | price.® There is no ** premium ™ tobe paid.

All that is required is to acoept the salvation,

the cost of which He himself Bas paid, not with
silver acd gold, but with His owa predious
blood. Fail not, therafore " if you bave not
slrendy done 8o, without delay,to effect an in-
surauce agsinst the possible 1oss of your soul,
for  what would itprofit a mae if bhe should
gein the whole world, and lose bis soul, or what
shell a man give in exchange for his soul P"—

Lutheran Observer.

Beligions  Futelligenee.
e Mission Field. i

** All the earth shall be filled with the glolxy of the
Lord."—Num. xiv. 21.

SwWEDEN—We bBave several times called ot-
tention to the wonderful work of God going on

in Sweden. It reems moch Jike the work witness.
ed by our fathers in the early deys of Metho-
thodism. The Missionarg] Magasine containe

the following cbeering news from one of the
missionaries there :

“ Bince the week of prayer, the {Lord bas vie-
ited this perish with & powerful outpouring ot
the Holy Spirit. Four bretbren united before
Christmas 1o pray for this parish, Our God is
s prayer hearing God. The revival commenced
in the village of Kantjos during the week of
prager. Bome sisters felt t1dabled on mccount
of the great wickedoess and hardness which pre-
vailed smong the people of the world, and cold-
vess among belisvers. They came together,
conversed and prayed. These conversatioas
with prayer and siogiog had e powerful effeot-
Tbe houses where meetings were held began to
be filled with people. Young and old came to
see and bear what was going on, and slmoat all
were seized by the 8)irit of th¢ Lord. Breth-
rengwho had some gift of spesking spoke the
word of God every evening. "I'have Just spent
a fow deys et Kunsjoe, and bave deen miny re-
joieing, sad very happy youag friends who have
lately been comverted. I held Bunday-sehool
there yesterddy. It was remarkable to she the
school-bonss fliléd with ‘young persons add obil-
dren. After this we had & prayer-msetiog, and
agreed to pray that all the new converts might
prove steadfast. The vamber of those who had
received peace, only in one village was estimat-
ed to be 117, besides youoger children who have
been powerfully wrought upon. 1 have never
seen 50 many souls awskened und enabled to be-
lieve in Chrit in any place wherd (here have
been revivale. Gonversation, prayer add singing
continue usually until Iate in the aight: * There
bas also been wpowerful religidus movesent,in
the parish of Efedalea, village of Aren. Daring
this time of gracious visitation, the éhildtea of
God have had plenty to do by visiting and con-
versing with enxious souls. S0 many snd great
things bave been witnessed bere that one can
soarcely believe them (0 be true.”

Waar mate Gop WRoUGHT P—Samoa is
the native nsate of the group of islands in the
South Pacifle Ocean, which lies between 13 °
80’ snd 14 ° 20’ south latitude, and 169° 14
and 172° 60’ west louglude. Thé group is
generally known as the * Navigators’ Islacds.”
The vumber of inhabited lslsnds 1s ten, with
population of sbout 84,700. It is 26§ miles long
and includes sn area of 1,660 squaremiles. The
iobabitants of thess lslands were heatbens of the
worst type. :

‘“The Bamoans, like the Athenlans, were ex-
ceedingly devoted originally to the worship of
demons. They seem to bave recogoited one su-
preme god whom they call Taogalos (Zan-ga-

restrained and Ilimitable Ove, from tangs,
which means unrestrained by tabu snd loa con-
tinuously ; but they sesm to have regarded bim
a4 to0 bigh sud too removed frcm them (o offer
bim much or any worship, They searibe to
him creation, but their worship had to do wih
beinges whom they supposed to be mear them in
some visible ohject. Every distriot, village, and
family had its god, and w0 also bad esch indi-
vidual.”

Whben the first missionaries appointed by the
London Missionary Society to labor on Ssmos,
srrived in 1836, they foand the people in the
most wretched, degraded condition, bat willing
to receive them gladly. Now, sfter thirty years
of miseionsry labor whst are the results P

*Toae whole nstion professes Christisnity;
heatbenism, and to & grest extent, besthen
practices, bave beea sbolished ; the whole Bible
oss been cerefully tranleted into their lsagusge,
and it has long been id sirculation among them ;
s third or more'of the populstion osn read.—
Aboot five thousand sdaulte are united in charoh
fellowsbip , aod some four thousend more are
candidates for the same priviledge; more than
two bundred of the male members are preach-
ersof the Gospel to their tellow-islasders, and
meny have gone a8 pioneer miseionaries, to dis-
tant groups aod lslands, where they bave been
instrumenta! in planting the gospel. Native
contributio s are made snauvally for the support
of the native teschers, amounting in locsl value

this is the age of the spirit, of persopal sp-
proach to God, of immediste communion wirh
our Maker. Ths dimness and distance of all
interventions is past:” The next step will bring
us through racks oOf angels before the very

t How is it with the Soul.

It may be that jou hold s ** policy ” from
some reliable corporstion, by virtae of which
siter your decease, if they survive you, your
widow and childre will receive s sum-of money,

to sbout 10,000 dollars; and for some yesrs
past 5,000 per snoum in cash have been con-
tributed towards the fucds of the Society which
sencs them their missionsries. A large training
institution for prepering s pative pastorate has
been in operation twen y-two years. The vork
in all these phases is consolidsting and advane-
ing ; sod besides these results, civilization bes
attended the progress of the Gespel ) sad now
the people, woo had no eommerce befose the
Gospel was introduced, have sn expost trade
in cocos-put oil and cotton of some 200,000
dollars ot 25,000 dollars per snnum. Aseur-
edly such resulws show that the work is of God

afford encoursgement and incentive to
strenaous efforts thus 10 bless every remaining
dark place of the earth, by furnlehing it to the
light of the glorious Gospel of the ed God.

To him be the praise of all success !’

loa,) the meaning of which is, perbaps, the Un.- -
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