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“A Prayer for the Times.
A SEKMONt

By the Bn Thomas Barri».
" 9 Lord retire thy work Habakkuk iii 2 
Z-el for the Dieine glory he» alwsys cberse- 

ter z d Ood’» ptop’e Efrn id rrmote patri- 
srcbii end prophetical time» that zeal war

the stronghold» of sin speedily fall when Ctrie- 
tiane cooperate end with one beset and Bind 
(tries to spread the common Saltation.

(3j. There is epatby and inaction in the 
Church. Among those profaning to be the dis
ciple» of Him who went about doing good, there 
ie lementebie eupinenete and languor. Are not

TaiioO.ly exhibited. Actuated thereby, Eoeeb I “ **** !“ Z tn' ‘dkough the eeentful war
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end Noib, these fi-et denourcers of eio, preach
ed rigbtecusnesi to lbs entediluviens, end with 
earnest faithfulness gate warning of approach
ing do#m. 7. -el wee conspicuous in M ses, and 
to it e»ry be attributed hi m«gnanimi'y and dis- 
icierrstednen which were uniform!) dirplajed, 
and never more strikingly than when he stood io 
the bleach between Israel and their tff ne'ed 
O il, and pleaded with such fervour that they

is bsiog waged be ween light and datkoisi, truth 
and error, Christ end hie adversaries ? Too 
many, like Meroz come not up to the help of the 
Lord—like the Laodicean* they ere lukewarm. 
Yet although euch are lethargic, the enemies of 
th* cross, end the emissaries of error are aot 
0 i* it not to be deprecated that while s> much 
is to ba done within end without the church, end 
the command end example of Christ end tie 
reward promised by him, ate enough io stimulatemight be forgieto. Impelled by the lame holy ... „ . . ....

■ „ p, . k , . ... . #nd quicheo every one to diligent not ring laborprice pie, Elijah, in bold etd feerlese tones eon- * ... *
a it .k mi. a ii , .. yet etupor end msction ere exhibtud by many Idetuned the idolatry and wrung dolrg of hie see, n . ... , 7 ’j _j____ _ ,t_________ , * , J! ’ j Opportunities, ao numerous »r.d promising will

be will drawn. T mo.end advocated the eupremscy of Jehovah. The 
impsiti'ned uvatetets of the Peeimiit ind cate 
with what fee liege of sednesi and conc-ru, be 
beheld the tbiunding ol iniquity and the lan- 
guiehirg state of Zion, and hence ibe vehement 
supplications ; “ Save now, 1 beseech thee, O 
Luid : O Lord I beseech thee, send now pros
perity.^ “ Wilt thou not revise us egeit, : that
th) people may n joice io thee ? *' Jeremiah, 
teceuae of the depravity of hie day desired * 
fuunletu of leers, that he might in continuous 
wtepitjg rxptese bis grief and anguish. Hi- 
bikkuh bavii g lea d G id’s speech, was afraid. 
Three solemn utterances from ibe Almighty 
which were either unintelligible to the uiej iritj 
of hit Countrymen, or unheeded and disregard
ed by ü tm, he heard with deep emotion, be 
pondered with proftund awe. lie heard the

soon ne win drawn. M*imo, ro precious yet 
slightly valued,will soon bave passed irrecovera- 

How little may remain ! The night ol 
death surely cim-th—itmey be very near. Yet 
a little while end ibe Master will come to reckon 
with us, and to require en account of our stew
ardship, To each the command is addressed ; 
*'8or, go work io my vineyard.” O the 
blessed nese, the honour of being employed by 
Chr st, and how encouraging the promise ; •' Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown ol life !"

(d). There it le'.flehnese in Ihe Church. In 
her evangelistic end philanthropic Mieeioa the 
church ie retarded and depressed for want of 
means. Her beneficent heart thiobe with tender- 
est concern on account of th- millions yet un- 
chriatianis-d, end willingly would ehe emd to all

eudd C°,3l.t 11,nC<j ”31 tbe eorlt ****" *e0WD 1 have me to do f” may find aa appropriate sphere Ood, then, ie literally the 1 present help ‘ of mortal soul at stake, trembling lesta hasty You own a bouse, a tenement of olty’end you 
, * ? otof prise has been expressed, of Isbor. laths family—in tbe workshop—io hia children. It ie nota need of he own na- word should imperil the little mortal life. After bste it insured egefaet fire—that is, if it ecei-

end venous c.usee assigned , but in many in- 1 ‘
stances

. *l*# mart of commerce—io the lick room end turn that he should use secondary agents io hie lifting up hie heart in prayer, he eeid ia deer deata’ly burnt, th* lose will be made up to you
i t e cessation of a glorious work hee j boipital—in tbe Sabbath school—-among the ig- works or providences ; it is huts gracious sc-j end eokmv aeceats,1 My child, l feel for ycut Or, you hare ship* et see, ladea with marchand 
,,0™,00t s*cnblDfi ell the glory to God, noraol end neglected, many of whom mny com- cvtnmodetion of hie economy, by which 

the Holy Ghost. It is possible, not only for in- plain, « No men cares for■ our soul.'
weakness, 1 would mot for the world git* you i«o, which, if uoheppi'y wrecked, you fee# 

ou!d bent fit those agents, by affording them aeedieee paie, but 1 must tell yea there ie only male provision that some waahby losartnce»*•*.».. » r »  ——— —— — «»»■• w vvw.va usut ut ii'vrwc eagtri.io, uj euuiu tug l ur in uvcukii pmiu, wit * (uuav aval jvti »un« •• •»»J» ^w. »*.»«

*T1 ® ri,lll°* t0 T iench tbe Spirit, but tbe (5) To secure a revival let there be importa- opportunities of Self development by cooper*- one way to come into the Holy of Holies—! company, and not you, eeiralne the loee. These
church col ecttvely may tbu. .in, and He who n.te, belieeing prayer. Who eaa fully d.scrib, Lon with himteif. 
wt | not give 1» glory to another will depart tbe power of prayer f Tbe church's history from But there io another word ia this
Brethren, ihuu.d the Dieine Spirit wttbirow hie th, beginning it a record of mstvellcu. pbeno-

tbresteted vt,.tenon, endlorezsw the porleotcue ,he„ p.ri.bing on.e, dwelling oo continent, end 
clouds lurcherged with Dieine wrath. He knew i.iands, in healthful end pestilential climes, end 
that hit nation would be vei quiabed by their deeply sunk in revolting superstition end d-grs- 
snemi.s the Cbeldeans. be carried ewey captive d.tiun the me.t.ge of eelvetion ,-but her efforts 
into e étrange lend, be subjicted to berdeh pend ,Te circumscrib.d, end 1er sympatkin confined, 
misery ;; end be io imminent danger of departing because while mammon's e.ff=i. ere filed to 
wbd y .from God ; and hence the prayer of the 0ve,flowing, the .xch.quer of the church is 
text wee presented to Him who from one gene- empty because while iboueen le ere expend,d 
ration to another has bten the helper of hi. j„ ple.eure, fn dress sad idurnmenl, amounts 
people. A petition more appropri.te end sign fi- too peltry to be named ere spared for Chri.t'e 
c.nt, we c.nool conceive , “ O Loid rtv.vr for mo,t fco!y Ci0„. How many heathen ere un 
prewve alive) thy work." Let not thy people teught—how m.ny In ehri.tieu lend, for want of 
epo.t.tiz, from tb«e. L,t not the flickering HoBe Mi.sione.y ,ff,rt-how many open door, 
light of their religion be utterly extinguished, B0, entered )ear after year-how many in
by tbs li rtce storms of vengeance awnitit g them. 
L-t not the fiery ordeal thiough which they 
shell pais, have the effect of alienating their in
constant souls from thee their covenant God. I 
O L >id, in tbe time of their deepest gloom,end j 
degradation, tnd reproach, and when every ob-

siting fields, where the spirituel husbandman 
might gather sheaves for heasen's granary, are 
untilled—how msoy sanctuaries not erected, or 
if begun unfinished—how many Sibbeth schools 
onsupplied, or but partially supplied, with books 
—how many Ministers of the gotpsl pressed

ject surrounding them will have a tendency to down with pecuniary anxieties from which their 
cure forgetfulness of thee—preserve elite re- M.eter intended them lobe relieved, b,cause of 
ligioua principles,—io their extremity, O Ood be th, «liberal, covetous spirit of many who pro- 
graeioui ! « O Lord, I have heard thy speech, foe* attachment to Him who though rich yet for 
tod wee afraid : O Lord, revive thy work in the their sake became poor. There is urgent med 
midst of the years make known ; in wrath re- 0f • revivel of Christian beneficence in tbe church, 
member mercy." which would be tbe precursor of such displays

To do ample justice to such a eubj-ct aa the of the Divine power »e were never witnessed, 
one before us, to deicant upon ell the topic» ,Uch copious t (fusion» of the Holy Spirit ie are
legitimately connected with the text, would re
quire more time than we have it our disposal, 
end therefore we shall confine ouraelrei to Taco 
c jneideratioite.

I. Tbe neoenity of a revital. II. The means | 
of its realization.

There are necessities existing in the Church, j 
end in the world.

(1). Ate there not inconsistencies io the 
c ureb t A consistent Christian—on* of unde-

now deeoutly desired. Then would God pour 
water upon the thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground, for asith He j •• Bring ye ell the tithes 
into the storehouee, that there may be meat in 
mine house, sod prtve now herewith, if I 
will not open you ths windows ol heaven end 
pour you out e blessing, that there shell not be 
room enough to receive it.” Alas I there ere 
some—it ie to bj fee red many—who keep back 
from God, who rob him aa did Ibe people in

end

viating uprightness end constant devotion, i* one | Malacbi'e time. God assuredly keeps back from
them ; and, if as a result of penuriouenees they 
have spirituel baireonese now, and oondemne 
lion hereafter, sen they m arret—can they com' 
plain V That religion ie of little worth to its 
possessor or the world that dose not prompt to 
tbe devising of liberal things. “ God lorelb 
cheerful girer.” Declension in religion, and 
spiritual dearth end desolation, may be traceable 
in many instances to the spirit of eelfltbneis to

of tbe most interesting objecte on earth j—one 
upon wbtm Jesus looks approvingly, end men 
with profound veneration. Were all such who 
profess Christ's name, then would the church in 
her commanding majesty go forth conquering 
and to cot quer ; " Fair es the moon, clear aa 
the sun, and terrible ta an at my with banners." 
But, it cannot be concealed that the cause of the
R-dtemtr ie most deeply wounded by its pro
feistd friends ; by those who ie lip avow their I conspicuous io many, 
attachment to Christ, but in their life dishonour (6). In the church there is unbelief. This sin 
biro, and bring a reproach upon tbe religion of pieced obstacles in the path of our blessed Lord 
the goepel. Tbe church bee no greater foe* | while performing hie ministry on earth, and pre-
than those within its pale. Not Satan whose 
ineeterate hatred to vital godliness has existed 
from the beginning. Not tbe bests of delate, 
infidels; rationalists end errorista of every grade,

vented him from doing all that his loving heart 
prompted him to do ; •• He could not do many 
sighty works because of their unbelief." The 

heinousnesa of this sin is particularly noticed in
Their opposition—although indeed formidable— I the Scriptures. Toe doom of the Israelites 
might be easily withstood, end the bsnner of .tends forth conspicuously •» a rebuke and warn 
v c'ory wave o’er all the battlement» of Zion, 
were all with io her sacred encloaute possessed 
of tbe spirit of Christ and treading io bis steps,
How many about to crers tbe threshold of the 
church have been repelled and turned back by 
reason of tbe inconsistencies of professing chria 
liane ! 1

(2). There is disunion in the Church. Tbe

ing. Arrived st the borders of Canaan, they 
were not peimitted to enter. Why t Had God’s 
purpose changed through hie inability to van
quish and dispossess their enemies who dwelt in 
the lend,—or hid hie love toweid hie people 
abated t No I “ Toey could not enter in be
cause of unbelief.” This sin, too prevalent 
among Christiane, petal)zn it it were the aim
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desirableness of union among loose who profess of Omoipoteoee-eeals up the fountains of mercy 
tbe same religion, ami acknowledge one Saviour | —provokes God’s displeasure—and produces 
aid Lord, is apparent from tbe laudable efforts 
low being made among Christians to draw 
closer the bonds of fellowship, and to forget 
their différencies in one common love to Christ, 
tni to men redeemed by his blood, and thus 
hasten the consummation prs)ed for by the great 
toad of the church—that bis people might be 
tne. Yet.it ie obeioue that emong the churches 
ol Christendom there ie a lementebie absence of 
ur animjty— fraternel love and coopeiatioo in 

.(«boring tor eoula. Much prejudice, bigotry, 
exclusive!»»» and distrust exist to mar the other 
wi,e beautiful spectacle ol the various sections 
ol tketbristian church dwelling in love and being I «•« P'*»'00» w ««"version, and some manifest 
m y emulous of loyalty to the great King, and * «pirit of hostility to religion. Tbe fearful sun- 
ol efforts to promue hi. glory. Ye. ! in the b.r of those who have apostatized from Christ, 
church where ooe harmonious song should be ued tbe Injurious influence such exert, ebould

sterility in Zion where should abound :
*■ Flowers ol Eden, fruits of grace,

Peace and joy and righteousness ”
(6). In the church there is apostacy. How 

many have fallen from grace, mad* shipwreck of 
faith, and like the church at Ephesus, have left 
their first love !—Are such casts rare and iso
lated t Do they not ebound in every Christian 
community P What church register does not 
contain the names of those who have turned 
back to the beggarly elements of this world P 
Is it not to be deplored that too frequently, such 
after their defection become wore* then they

heard, often there ere discordant sounds. Where, 
ee in a femily, there should be the blending of 
fetling,!and the oeeifbwinge of eff-ctiou, too 
often there ia disagreement end strife. In the 
•• nacrait»trai brut” of find, in th»t army mar
shal i'd aril panoplird by tbs " Captain of Sal-

prompt us to ery with increased importunity 
•• O Lord revive thy work,” end recover from 
the snare of Sztan the fallen ones !

(7). In the church tbe Holy Spirit is not suf
ficiently honored. Apart from Him there con 
be no spiritual prosperity or progress. There

vet ion,1 where there ought to be united effort I may be all beside. Tbe costly edifice, beauti- 
thit would ere long tell with itertling effect upon fully embellished—enchanting eloquence in lb* 
the enemies of Christ, and cst.se Satan to fall pulpit—exquisite soul inspiring malic in the 
as lightning liom heaven, there is too frequently | «boir the patronage of the great in the pews 
defeat tod disccur.gemen'. Ah ! the enemy ‘be imposing and solemn ceremonial—an ortho- 
know. that were God’, people one in coneecr.ted dux creed-f.ultl, a. discipline-and yet, should 
■sal, and earnest toil, hi. kingdom, assailed by “>• Uol7 8Piril lhe ,alhor ol life “d P0,,r »» 
such . confeder.tad boat, would ...uredly fall •bwnt' Ulthe“’end eTer7 «PPM#»®* **•>«■•
Before the frowning fort, of Sebastopol the of ■“’# originating would be utterly unavailing, 
allied arm tea concentrated their force., and by Too often in times of revival, tbe instrument 
«ti ed skill and valoor they seeled tboee heights employed by Ood is unduly relied upon, or ex 
and planted their standard on thorn maaaiva tolled Immoderately,while tbe great and eSeeteal 
walls, and tang the tong ol victory. Thu* shall 1 Agent i. not euflotently recognized end honored.

quickening influence from the churches of Chris
tendom, we should have the bis ory of the seven 
Asiatic church ee repeated, •' Icbabcd ’’ would 
be written upon our Sanctuaries, the glory wou'd 
depart No power but His can revise end 
preserve in spiritual vigor. O Spirit Divine 
•bids with thy cbu.cU, end bestow abundantly 
more of thy soul converting grace !

Necessities exist io the world for e revival of 
religion.

1. How vast it tbe number of the unsaved! 
Y«s! in profeaiedly Christian lends, amid gospel 
ordinances, and where mercy through tbe cruc.fi 
ad is fteely offered, thou «and» are living without 
God, and without hope. Ought not the sight to 
afloat our heurts P Precious souls i redeemed by 
th* blood of the Sun of Gud are exposed to end- 
lea» ruin, to eternal dea'b. Tney crowd around 
min tur daily walk, and throng the.real to 
destruction. What proportion of the popu
lation of any town, art saved P Can we point h> 
one in whic t all are tighleout—ur where oft 
bait or one fouita are P Aha! the adherents 
of the uiurper are more numerous then those of 
out h»»venly King! The majority of our fel
low men li.ve dstknesi rather then light—are 
exposed to the wrath of Almighty Qcd—are go
ing down to irretrievable woe !

2. Consider the ungodliness and vice that 
abound io the world. Crimea are perpetrated 
enough to tinge tbe cheek with crimson, aud to 
appal the sou’. What scenes of iniquity, of fl«- 
grant imp'e'y are witnesfgd in every land ! Vice 
is rampant, rot only ia the busy, populous,city 
but m tbe tural settlement. Toe atatietica ol 
crime, as known and reported are incredible ; 
but tbe human mind takes cognizance of but a 
lithe of the evil upoa which the eye of tbe om
niscient and omnipteieot Oue re its with dis
pleasure.

3. Ounce at the antagonistic influences to true 
religion which exist.

Whst ie tbe nature and tendency of much of 
tbe Literature ot the present day P Are not 
many of the production» eurinating from the 
press pestiferoui in tbe highest degree ? Vol
umes are circulated by thousands,and their cheap
ness and tbe faacinaliog style in which they are 
written, cause them to be eagerly read. But are 
not many of the bocks thus brought within the 
reach of the msiiec laden with error, and tend
ing to lower the standard of moral.ty.and sap the 
foundation of our holy Christianity P In this 
way delusions are propagated, Mormoniim, Uni- 
versatiam, Spiritualism—Reatorationiem — De- 
atructionism. Pure literature, like e refreshing 
stream, carries health and gladness in its course, 
but much of tbit now to greatly in demand it 
pestilential and soul destroying.

Look at the popular amusements ot lhe day. 
Scenes of diversion seductive and emuaring, 
especially to tbe youth, abound on every hand. 
There are many who speak in advocacy of, end 
unhesitatingly patronise the ball-room, the thea
tre, th* saloon, and other resorts of dazzling 
exciting pleasure, where moral sonaibili tie* are 
blunted, the taste vitialed-wavil habits contract
ed, and a career began which eventual»» ia the 
destruction of both body and souk We wonder 
not that at tbe recent assembling of the Minis
ter» of out Church at their annual Conference in 
Charlottetown, tbe foHewing resolution was 
passed : " That while wo would not restrain our 
people from those io Decent pleasures and pur
suits, which in themselves- are harmless and 
tend to invigorate the physical system, we would 
caution them «gainst giving aneouragsment to 
diversion», such as danciag, attending theatre*, 
end such other aeureeeite ee cannot bo taken 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Minutes of 
Conference p. 87.

Mammon it a god worshipped by thousands. 
They haste to be rich, end to secure the cofeted 
prise no labor ie avoided, no pains spared, no 
msecs untried, and too often those means re
sorted to which are not only doubtful, but con
demned by conscience, end God’s most righteous 
lew. In some quarters, efforts ere being made 
to abolish tbe sanctity of th* Lord’t day, and to 
prove that the law of the Babbath it not of per
petual obligation, and Ht hours m*y taftly and 
harmlessly be spent in recreation and pleasure. 
Sabbath desecration is one of tbe crying sins of 
tha age. Looking calmly, and in tbe light of 
Scripture, nt the present «specie of tho church 
tnd th* world, it becomes the duty of »U who 
love God and his cause, to reiterate the pteyei 
of Habakkuk, and incessantly ery, u O Lord, 
revive thy work.1

II. By what means may a revival of religion 
be eeeuted ?

(1) There must be confession of unfeithful- 
neee, end deep humiliation before God. Judg 
ment must begin et the sanctuary, Tbe vsrie'd 
tint of the church—her apathy and neglect—bet 
unbelief end deficiency of love—her worldlinee* 
end formality—her iaoonsiatensee end epoeta- 
cies most be felt and acknowledged with deep
est sslf-sbssement end contrition i end when this 
U tbe cat* Zion will be favored with continuous 
showers of bleasing,

(2) There must be renewed eonseerttion to 
Christ Tb# full nod unreserved consecration 
of individual Christians, of their time—their in
fluence—their gifts, their property, their all ; for 
we ere not our own, we ere bought with a 
price. Therefore present your budiee a living 
sacrifie*, holy end acceptable to God.

(3) A revival may be promoted by the holy 
live* of believers. Religioo is powerful end In
fluential, when exhibited in ids loveliness and 
allraotiveness by the followers ot Christ. It is 
to be feared that sometimes tbe faithful minis
trations of the pulpit are neutralised by the un
holy deportment of those protecting godliness. 
Each Christian should eim to be a centre of 
light—e depositary of trath—a dispenser Of 
blessing—s co-woiksr with his Liid—end in
strument for good. •• Let your light to shine 
before men, that they mny see yoer good works 
eed glorify your father which iota heaven.’

(4) To promote n ravivai there ebould be 
zealous cooperation io laboring tot Christ. Eva- 
ry one whose language is, “Lord, what wilt thou

mena—sstoundiog miracles—special interposi
tions of providence—speedy succor vouchsafed 
—extraordinary strength and comfort commuai- 
cslsd—abundant blessing be slewed—end glori- 
ons victories granted as the remits of prayer. 
Before we call God will answer ) sod while we 
»t« ret speaking Ha will bear. •• If two of you 
•hall agree on earth at touching anything that 
ye ask, it shall be done for you of your Father 
which ie in heaves.” O that the church in her 
corporal* sad individual capacity would ear- 
round the " Throne of grace,” si d present tbs 
needed prayer ol the text, •• O Lord, revive 
thy work." end cesse not to cry until the win
dows of hasten are opened nod copious show
ers descend to water and refresh God’s heritage. 
Awake Christians, aaake ! Libor incessantly 
for Christ. Gather in’o bis fold the erring and 
tbs outcast. Brethren, the lime is short, sad 
eternity ie at hand. Scon the Judge from hie 
throne will enquire “ What beet thou done tor 
me ?” Put on thy strength O Z on, and rest not 
until righteousness go forth aa brightness, and 
salvation as a lamp that burnstb.
O God I to the* wa ery—stretch forth thy bend, 
Toy work revive, in this, in every land :
S.nd down upon thy Church in this glad hour, 
The spirit of pesos, and love end power.

For thii we humbly wait, we prey for this;
O Sp rit com» and bring the heavenly bliss !
As earnest suppliants we will eeer strife.
And ceaseless cry " 0 Lord thy work revive

O Lord ! revive thy nosh tbe church now criai ; 
For the* she languishes—without thee dies; 
The past forgive, »• d O the fsith afford.
To say,—Thou will revise thy work O Lord !

Thou will, O Lord, thy promit»» fulfil ! 
Accomplish all thy sovereign will j 
Wilt send thi pentecostal shower.
The grace we need, th* soul converting pover.

Mgions pisttllang.

very
Religious Consolation

" Go I is our refuge and strength, a 
present help in trouble,” exclaims the Psalmist ; 
end it is a very shout of spiritual triumph, es
pecially in the logical inference which b* inn* 
dietely assert» : ” Therefore will not we fair,
though the earth be removed, and though tbs- 
etrth be carried into the midst of tb* set i 
though the water* thereof roar and be troubled, 
though the mountain» shake with the swelling 
thereof.”

Nearly every word ia emphatic : “ Hod ” him
self ia our re tource ; net merely tbe secondsry 
agencies of his providence, not merely those 
angelic “ messengers ” which are sect forth to 
aid hia saints, end whi •• encamp ” about them.
He indeed “ woiks by means,” but it ia the 
pterogatise of hia “ dear children ” to hold di
rect relations with him—to apply with their as- 
pirations and sorrows, immediately to him, and 
•• hide ” themselves < vtob Christ ’ ia him.— 
Doubtless we bavs angelic helps ; for • are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
to them who shall be heirs of selection ?’ It Is 
probable, therefore, that the favorite doctrine of 
iwlivideal * guardian angels ' is true. But how 
the Hebrew aaint, in this outburst of bis truth
ful joy, mounts above every such inferior con
sideration to Ood himeelf I If every one suffer
ing saint had a visible angel attending hie pil
grimage, what e distinction would it appear to 
be ! Appear we aay, for it oould not become a 
more real fact than the invisible angelic guard
ianship which be does have. How he would 
march on over thorns, or through fire or water, 
having met a proteotor with wiogs of light' by 
hia eide I How upon hia aneea, in hi» closet 
would he pray and adore, with the outstretched 
hand oi such a being reeling in be tied lotion on 
his head ! How, placing hi» dying hand 
that of the iovioeible guardian would.h* fear
lessly enter the valley end tbe shadow of death 
How would bit enemies fall beck abashed be
fore the vision i How would the world envy 
him, end crowd about him with uncovered 
brows, to behold with wonder and ewe the ni- 
jestie presence ! Kings would envy him add 
willingly exchange their crowns for such a dig
nity aod security. Sash, ee a simple matter of 
Scripture foot, is (the angelic though invisible 
protection of the good men. O, that oar faith 
were vivid enough to realize tbs feet, as we 
wou'd by sight, for, • bleeeed ere they that have 
aot seen, aod yet have believed V But the em
phasis of the Paelmist gives a higher zigaifioence 
to hie langusge. It is God himeelf—tbe all wise 
ell-prezent, ell powerful—to whom, ‘ the night 
ebineth as the day,' and befom whom tbe an
gel* veil theit faces—who is with ua and ie 
oar refuge. . „

And how emphatic are the next word», ‘a 
very present help P • Present ’ means both here 
and now. And, least our timid heart* ebould 
distrust as hyperbolical or rhetorical, tbe con
solatory emertioa, the qualify tag word ia given 
—1 very,’ veritable—truly, really, • present '— 
not indirectly (through his secondary agents,) 
but actually ' present.’ And this ia a logical 
consequence of tbe just conception of God. It 
is not only a fact, but a necessary fact of tbe di
vine nature, aa omnipresent end omniscient, 
that God should be literally present io «very 
point of the universe end cognizant of every 
thing in it, however minute. He could not he 
God did he not tecogniz» the smallest micros
copic intact in a drop of water as distinctly at 
the loftiest archangel before hi* throne ; for hia 
knowledge could not then be omniecienl. Were 
there an atom of oar planet not peiveded by 
bit presence, by hie very eubatwnce, ea really as 
tb* third heaven, then be could not be omni
present. He would fell that much abort of be
ing infinite—and to fall abort of infinity, by tbe 
smallest imaginable quantity, ia mathematically 
to fell infinitely short of it ; it I» to be finite, or 
limited, however immeasurably great; end 
there is abeolately do relation between tbe fi
nite end tb* infinite. The arrow that misses 
the Mifcty an Irish, misses -it aeMiwuHy as if 
by Ie* thousand inches.

passage worthy of note : Ocd ia 
This ie a cautionary phteae. Tbe cooto nary 
emohaiis of the passage is so strong, that it 
would seem, tbe inspiring Sbiril ehese here a 
qualifying term t* prevent abuse. For • help' 
means not absolute or unconditional interposi
tion for us ; it Implies oor own eo operation aod 
assistance gisee te this only. Tne assistance is 
indeed, as unlimited as our need, hot it is given 
only as * help ’ to our own endeavours. He 
that work» net for him**!!» but trusta only God 
abases faith ; for1 Faith works '—• Faith with
out works ie dead.* The pervading ides of onr 
disciplinary probation, in this world , ia the per
fection of our moral life by communion end co
operation with Ood. He that tboiojghly helps 
himself will never find God feilisg to help him 
eves to the uttermoiL The man that waits for 

the effectual call ' may wait forever. He 
lust listen end be will hear h at ouee. The 

clock strike»twelve, in tbe room where be set*, 
and he beers it net ; but looks up, five min
utes afterward, to learn the lime ; it struck aa 
loud as it ever did, or ever will, but he did cot 
give attention to it. Thus it is with all in
different i oui» before God. He eelle end * mails 
to be gracious.’ Arias, O, heedless one, and 
tail upon Hie name, for ' whosoever calleth upon 
tbe name of the Lurd shall be saved. And eo, 
thou long tuffiring disciple, baffled, depressed, 
sometimes nearly helpless, help thyself courage
ously by ail the mesne I by Ood affords thee, 
end then go on thy way triumphantly, for he 
will supplement all thy endeaeoure with hie 
own elmightinees. In spite of all * principali
ties and power-,’ ' death or life, or angels, 
tbiegs prisent or things to corns, height, depth, 
or any O'her creature ’ than, helped by him, 
shall came tff' more than conqueror.' But 
dictate net how be shall help thee ; this would 
be en appeal lo hie power , aside from his wis
dom, He will effcc’uslly help thee, but he rosy 
not deliaer thee. It may be best that thou 
ehouldet «till be tried. Paul could heal others, 
but not himself. He prayed for relief from tbe 
* thorn in Ibe flesh.’ God answered bis prayer 
io ibe best possible manner—not by deliverance» 
but by ’ grace sufficient ’ for him. And he suff
ered on, until he was • ready to be offered ;> 
thenceforth was 1 the crown,’ bat Ibe ' thorn ’ 
no more. His prayer wns answered et last, 
pot io God’s own way.—AVfH Western Advo
cate.

through lb*blood of (forint shod foe ua nil, nod ” policies" •• they art termed, havrveat you 
significant offered now to ye*. Lent end guilty erasures » handsome sum in the shape of premiums. All 

our • help '—1 are wa all by aaluea, but tb* Fat bar will par- thii ie win and proper, and Indicates a Com 
don all who acme t* him ia the name *f kta era mendeble degree of worldly prmdeo*». But bow
ailed Son ; aod will wnah away oar eiae in hk
Wood. May hi* Spirit shew you your need of 
a Saeiour aod help you lo com*.’

Still th* daught*»’» fa** we* avar'ad, aod the 
mother'* seeroely smothered displeeeute broke 
forth : 'I must beg, air, that you mill nt one* 
d*si*L 1 would not has* asked you her*, If 1 
bed known that yen win id thus disturb my 
daughter's peau* I' . Here eke looked with lead
er aeziaty at the troubled lass of hot child, 
from which the light and Joy had no suddenly 
faded, aod than added, ' I must insist that yoo 
will now leer* her presence, that aha may re
cover her pesos of mind.’

• As you will, madam*' said the miareter, and 
then to the sick git) he added. • Farewell—may 
God blase yoo.’

Slowly, with a sore heart, tbe minister re
turned to hia home, and there be wreatiad long 
in prayer that God would saod his Holy Spirit 
where hie human ambassador wa* tot permit
ted (o come. Hi* sleep was broken that night 
by reason of the burden weighing upoa bis 
heart Would that lovely sad aimiable yonrg 
creators pass away ia that fatal delusion f— 
Would aha poor moptal of a fallen race, enter 
the presence of God, trusting in bar owa par- 
frution f Oh, fearful awakening I

Early tha Deal morning he repaired lo tha 
boarding house, where he had visited bar tbe 
day before. • How ia Mist B.' asid be to the 
servant who opened the door. ' 81.a died list 
night, sir, at eleesn o'clock,’ replied ibe girl— 
He returned ega'n to bis home.

Aod so it was all over ! Aod wheie was the 
now f Only tbs judgment day would reveal. It 
was too laie now to pray. Th* destiny of that 
immortal soul was fixed.

Oh, y* false prophatl! Ye wolves In aheap'» 
clothing, who go about saying • Peace, peace, 
where there is no peace,' deluding poor souls to 
their eternal undoing ! Woe unto you I yt who 
profaea to bi ambassadors of tbe Lord ol Hosts, 
yet trample or der foot tie blood ol hia Son, ' it 
•hall be batter in that day for Tyre and Sidon 
then for you.’— Advance.

•tends it with your immortal soul f This is of 
incalculably higher vnke than houses and burnt, 
warns and merchandise, or aay mere tfmpora1 
poaeeisioo. Once lost, the soul eaa never be 
replaced. Have yen thi# insured f Jeeue 
Christ, your Bneieer, grants yoa * policy, which 
will protect yoo egnlnet the possibility of loo*> 
end tha', too, M without mousy and without 
pries." There Ie ee " premium " to.be paid- 
All that is required is to accept th* aalvatioo, 
th* oo*t of which Ha himself has paid, not with 
silver usd gold, bat with Hi* owa prêtions 
b'ood Fail not, therafdt»' If yon hire not 
slready done eo, without daisy, ta effect an in
surance against th* pomible lost of year soot, 
for “ whet would il profit e men if he should 
gain the whole world, and lone hia eoul, or what 
shall a man give is rzehnng* for hie soul f— 
Lutheran Observer.

Fatal Delusion.

I * - fc-

Soma year* ago * minister ie tte oily of 
New York was summoned to visit a dying 
étranger. Tne messenger limply designated 
the street aud number ef tha hone* , and tx 
plained that tbe young lady was e jiurniog 
there for a short time, and finding herself unex
pectedly near her end, desired to see a minister. 
Knowing nothing more than this he went with
out delay.

Hie name and miailoo being announced, ba 
ia mat in «he parlour, and eordlslly received 

by en elderly iady, the mother of the sufferer.— 
She was a «lately lady, ef (ua appearance and 
cultivated manner». She expressed her grati
tude lor hie coming so promptly, end at once 
invited him to her daughter'» chamber. 1 Lou
ie* has heard that yoa are here,’ said she, and 
wishes to see you now.’

There ia no place that more elaerly reveals 
refloemeot or the want of it then a sick room- 
lo this ease tbe minister felt at one* that he 
was in the presence of ladieeof the purest type 
Atone glance hts eye took in tke erraogemeote 
of the room . Tb* nbsolute neatness and or
der that reigned around, the aoftly-enaded but 
not gloomily-darktned windows, the books, the 
picture», especially one loeely landscape just with 
in range of the invalid's ayes—tbe little vase of 
violets and heliotrope oo the toilet, all told aa 
plainly aa words oould have done, tbe char act 
sr of the occupant*. Approaching softly to 
the bed whoa* snowy drapery mad* tbe thought 
of eickne*» almost pleas act, bis eye rested upon 
tb* lovely bat wealed feature* of » young girl.

No need to uak her malady. The brilliant 
beaming of the full blue eye—tb* vieid flush of 
tbe cheek in tush string# contre»t to th* lily 
whiten*»* of tb* brow—th* trnnsperaeey of tb* 
delicate fiogera, all proclaimed tbe victim of 
eooenmptioo.even withoauhe warning found 
of that hollow coogb. 8b* bad sat cot from her 
New England home, hoping to reatb a south
ern climate, but tbe diseas* bad arrested her 
there, laying, « Thus tar «halt thou go but 
farther."

Tbe visitor took tha band feebly held out to 
him in welcome, aod paused, overcome at 
first by that pasaiou which units tta heart at 
the sight of youth and btaaty «inking into the 
tomb' Perhaps bis feelings were discerned by 
th* object of it, for she smiled a reassuring 
smile, that seemed to say, ' You need not grieve 
(or me.' And the mother a aid, * Y ou need sot 
he ai tala , air, to apeak to my daughter. She 
hnowa bar condition and is telly prepared for 
her change. You have only to rejoice with her 
that aha will toon ba io hesvrn.'

• Thank God for hie abounding grace,’re
plied tbe minister , and than turning to the in
valid, be said, ‘ My dear young lady, I do indee 1 
congratulate you oa the prospect that ie, 1 
trust before you. Do you go into tbe high end 
holy pretence of God, feeling that in yourself 
you are a lost aiouer, and relying on the merit* 
of o crucified Saeiour for acceptons* there ?’— 
Tbrae word* were uttered slowly with ibe ten- 
dernesa of aympsttbixiog love, but with the 
fcitbtulnu* of God'» ambassador.

How war* they received ?
The brow of ibe dying girl, before so eereoe, 

now contracted uneasily, and the flush on her 
•bask deepened, while again tbe mother apoee, 
this time with a haughty at*roue»» :

• You hate mistaken the ease, sir. Such lan
guage bus never beau addressed to my daught
er her*. Sh* almost ltd a blame 1*»* and spot
less life.* . | : «•, ' ; ’

The mini*tar Wood silent for a moment, hie 
Whole heart yearning over tha prie»lee», Im-

Heine’s Death-bed Conversion 
from Pantheism

When we lie on our desth-bed w* become 
vrty gentle and tender-hearted, and would will- 
egly mtk* peace with Ood sad man. I confess

have icratthed many, etd bitten many, 
been oo limb, hot lines I have stood In t**d 
of God’* mercy I have made a trues with all 
foaa | many beautiful poeea, which were dirait- 
ed against very high ntd very low persons, are 
for that raison excluded from the present eel- 
lection. Poems which contained in aay degree 
pereonslllie* against Almighty God I have com
mitted to tb* (liant with tht set! of fuir. It it 
better tbut the vertes tbould born thus tht ver 
aider, yea, 1 have made peace with tb* Creator 
aa well aa with th* eleuture, to tb* greet displea
sure of my enlightened friend», who reproach me 
for my ralapie into tb* old superstition, ee they 
ire pleteed to call my return lo Ocd. Other* 
express themaelvte with still bitterer Intolerance. 
Atheism's convocation has pronounced Ita snath 
«ma over me, and there era certain faintieal 
priests of unbelief who would willingly pltee ms 
on the rack to make me renounce my heterodoxy 
Happily they have no Instrument» of torture et 
command except their writinp. But I will 
fete everything without torture. I bate really 
returned to God, like the prodigal ton, after feed
ing awint with the Hegelian» for many years. 
Th* divin* homeelekneat cam* upon me, and 
drove me forth, through wood), and vales, over 
lb* dirtiest mountain pathways of didactics. Oa 

iy way I found the god of tb* Pantheists, but 1 
could make nothing of him. This poor vision
ary creators la interwoven with and grown into 
th* world. Indeed, be la almost imprisoned in 
it, and yawn* at ydb, ‘without voice, without 
power. To have will on* meat have personality 
and to manifest one'» self or a must have elbow- 
room.—Keery Saturday.

Btligiotu Sritlligenct.
Mission Field.

All the earth shall he filled with Ihe fiery at th. 
Lord.”—Num riv. ft.

Swede* —W* have several times called at
tention to ibe wonderful Work of Ood going on 
la Sweden. It i*eme muck like tke work wltueaa- 
ed by our fnthera lu the early days of Metho- 
t bod lam. Tbe Missionary] Magasine eontelee 
the following cheering nawa from oae of the

Mèneriez there :
" 8toe» the week of prayer, the (Lord ba* vis

ited this perish with a powerful outpouring ot 
the Holy Spirit. Four brethren united before 
Christmas to pray for thii ptrith. Our Ood it 
a prayer hearing Ood. The revival commenced 
in the village of Kanajoe daring tbe week of 
prayer. Boom siatart fait troubled oa amount 
of tbe great wickedness aud.herdneei which pre
vailed among tha people of tha world, and eold- 

among believer». They earns together, 
conversed and prayed. These oonvereatleea 
with prayer and sieging bad e powerful effaot- 
Tbe hone»» where meetlop were held began to 
be filled with people. Young and old name to 
•ee aod hear what was going oa, and almost all 
were eeiaed by tb* Spirit of the Lurd. Breth-

God Hear us
God is otarex to mao now than in older time 

Tnen, when torn* epeelal manifestation wou d 
be gives, be seme in the farm of ea zngtl or o' 
engtle, now he pressât our spirits eo near lo bis 
owu spirit that we ten feel Ibe throbbing» ot 
thet Divine heart We aee him aot, but we can 
not mistake kit presence. The reality of God't 
neareeee tie then objectif» ; now it U tubjectit* 
Then it wat eentuooe now it ia spiritual, and 
spirit ia aboee matter. Wa may ree no angels 
now, bear no voie*», receive no explicit direc
tion», but the faithful soul know* him a Ood 
near at band and not afar off, aa rarely na the 
blind child know* when it pressai the wtrm 
bresat of its mother. Thtt mother't lev* baa 
pressure nil ita own tbit tb* baba oancot foil 
to recognise. NaxlHng In that love, it hoebea 
ita cry of distress ; ita security I* complete ; it ie 
tatiafled. It never être» lo look opinio tht per- 
entai fact ; it feelt tnd know* tb* ptranttl near 
ness, and ita comfort it compléta. I kid rather 
be guided by the Holy Spirit then by the pillar 
ol cloud and fire. I had rather take my re
freshment from the bands of Ood himeell, than 
any other, be they tngel or raveet. I hsd ra
ther hiv* my oloaal than tb* alter of Mtooth, 
or that at Bethel or -P. nisi. Thanks be to God 
tbit it the age of the tpirit, of personal »p- 
proach to God, of immeditl* communion wt'.b 
our Maker. Tha dimness and distance of *1 
intervention» is peat/' Tb» next Map will bring 
ua through- make of so gela before lhe vary 
throne, and God bimwlf will appear to our vision. 
—Sot th western Advocate.

It
How is It with the Soul.

m»y ba that you hold a " policy ” from 
tome reliable corporation, by virtu* of which 
after year decease, if they eurviv# you, your 
widow end children will lucyiv* ■ ram of mousy, 
that will tare* for tiieir œ finira race’ when da 
prived of your prceecoe, support, and twrvicaa.

roo*wbo had some gift of speaking spoke th* 
ward of Ood every evening. I here Jest a peal 
a lew days at Kanajo*, and have man many te- 
joieing, and very happy young friande who have 
lately bran converted. I held ffuoday-eebool 
there yesterday. It wu remark able to #le the 
eehool-heeee filled with yang parsons tad ehll- 
dren. After thb we had a prayer-mwtleg, aod 
agreed to prey that ell the atw convert» might 
prove steadfast. Tht camber of (hot* who had 
rewived peace, only fa ea* villap was estimat
ed to be 117, besides younger children who have 
bean powerfully wrought upon. 1 have never 
eeea ao many tool* awakened aod enabled to be- 
Have ia Christ io any plane where (here have 
bran ravivait. Conversation, prayer hdd singing 
continue usually until late In the night- Thera 
has also been «-powerful religious movement,io 
tht pariah ofEfodelen, villap of Aran. During 
thb lime of groeiout visitation, tb* ehlldroa of 
God hive had plenty to do by visiting and con
versing with tetioot tools. Bo many ead great 
things bava basa witnessed here that oo» caa 
scarcely belie»* them to b* Irak."

What hath Ood WboOOHT P—Samoa ie 
tha nails* nim* of tho group ol Itlaoda in the 
South Pssifls Oeeee, which Us* between 11 » 
SO’ end 14 • t0‘ south lathed#, aad Iff*• it 
aod 172 * 90’ wait longitude. Th* group it 
pu «rally known at tha “ Navigators’ Island» ” 
The number of Inhabited lalieda ie ten, with a 
population of about M 700. It it 266 mils* long 
and indudta ao area of 1,660 squire mil**. Tb* 
inhabitants of that* Islande were hesitant of tbe 
wont type.
“Th* 8 amoral, like tht A dual tat, were sa- 

eeedlngly devoted origfonTy to tbe worship of 
demons. They team to bar* recognised ans su
preme god whom they call Taaploa (lan-ga- 
loo,) the meaning of which it, perhaps, the Un
restrained and Illimitable Oae, from tango% 
which meant unrestrained by tabu- aad lea con
tinuously i but they earn io hive regarded him 
nt too high tnd too removed from them fo offer 
him moth or any worahip. They aiorib* to 
him creation, bet their worship bed to do wiih 
being* whom they supposed to b* user them io 
tom* visible el ject. Every district, village, tod 
(unity hsd its god, sod so also bad each indi
vidual.”

Whan lb* first missionaries appointed by the 
London Missionary Society to isbor oa Ssmo*, 
arrived in 1336, they found tb* people in tbe 
moil wratebtd, degraded condition, bat willing 
to receive the* gladly. Now, after thirty ytara 
ot mitsiootry labor whet are th* rein It* P 

• Tne whole nation profits** Christianity ; 
heathenism, and to a great ex leal, heitheo 
practices, htvt base abolished ; tha whole Bible 
oss base esrefully traolated into their langusge, 
rad It baa long been la eirealetioo among them ; 
a third or more of th* population eaa rssd.— 
Aboot fire thousand adults are united io ehuroh 
leilawabip , nod soma four thousand mors ars 
candidal*» for tb* asms prielledgi ; mot* then 
two hundred of tbe msl* members sr* preach
er* of th* Gospel to their t*Mow-i*U*d»rs, end 
men y her* goo* ei pioneer missionaries to dit- 
taot groups aod Islands, where they bee* been 
instrumental In planting tb* goepel. Natif* 
cootnbutiois tie made annually for th* support 
of the natis* l***h*rs, amounting in foeel vein* 
io about 10,000 dollars ; and for aoara ye.ra 
past 6,000 per annum in cash here been con
tributed towards tbs tueds of the Society whicb 
senes them their mieeioosriee. A lug* training 
institution for preparing • native pastorate h«« 
been in operation twen y-two years. To* sorb 
io all thee* phase» is consolidating and advanc
ing ; aad beside* these results, clvil sstlon 
attended tbe program of Ihe Gespal I and now I 
lb* people, woo bed no commue* before th* 
Gospel wu introduced, here au expqtt irai* 
in cocoa-nut oil and cotton of some 200,000 
dollars ot 26,000 dollar* per annum. Amur- 
sdly such resell* show that the work is ef Gud 
and afford «oeoaragamsut aod ineeative to 
strenuous efforts the* to bias# every remaining 
dark place of tb* *artb, by fore tibiae It to tb* 
light of th* glorious Gospel of tbe bfeuefl God. 
To him bs tbe praise of all soceeaal’


