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IS ONE RELIGION AS 
GOOD AS ANOTHER

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE JOY OF THE LORD
“ltejolov in the Lord always ; again, I say, 

nUol< o." (Phil. lv. 4.)
Mingled with other things of life 

is a certain amount of joy. Thii

ioy does not pervade the whole 
uman race at the same time, 
When one individual may be experi

encing great joy, another may be 
steeped in the deepest sorrow. But 
is this joy the same in every one ? 
Experience shows us that it Is not. 
There are, indeed, certain founts of 
joy that are common to all, but not 
in the same degree. What causes

treat joy in the heart of one may 
ail to do so in the heart of another. 
This is due, generally to the differ

ent temperaments of people, to 
their education, and to the estima
tion they have of certain things.

All this is true of worldly joys. 
There is a joy. however, that nows 
from a loftier fount and which always 
may dwell In the heart of man. 
This the joy of which St. Paul 
speaks. There is only one thing 
that will bring that joy to us, and 
that is a good, clear conscience. 
Whoever possesses it can always 
rejoice. Sorrows, misfortunes, and 
difficulties of all kinds can not drive 
it from him. They may smother it 
temporarily, but they can not stifle 
It forever. Nor will this temporal 
overshadowing of It be complete.
It will even then burst forth, 
though not in its entirety or great
est intensity ; but it will be enough 
to buoy us up amidst the sorrows 
and difficulties we continually 
encounter.

How sad it is to know that so few 
of the whole human race have this 
joy in their hearts. Why do they 
not possess it ? It is either because 
they are leading a life they should 
not, or because they are totally 
ignorant of the possibility of any 
joy, save what the world can offer, 
coming into their souls.

Worldly people, that is, people 
who give little or no time to God, 
often appear happy. Who has not 
seen them on the streets, in the 
theaters, in other amusement 
places, in the club-rooms, wearing 
a perpetual smile ? Were we to 
judge from that, we would be 
forced to admit that their joy is 
full. However, it is not the smile 
on the lip that tells the truth. It, 
like tlpe tongue, easily can deceive 
men. Were the depths of many of 
these men’s hearts searched, an 
alarming fact would be revealed. 
The seat of the pleasant look would 
not be found therein, but rather 
disorder, which can not bring true 
pleasure. And if the lips do not 
correspond with the heart, there is 
no sincerity in the man guilty of 
the inconsistency.

The lips of another m#y not wear 
this smile ; in his words there may 
be but little if anything that would 
reveal a joy dwelling within him. 
Nevertheless, it is often there, and 
its manifestations break forth in 
something more serious than smiles 
and more weighty than words. It 
is shown in a good will, a kind dis
position, an abounding charity, and 
a tender conscience. In these he 
finds great joy. They are more 
precious to him than all the wealth, 
honor, and glory that the world 
could bestow upon him.

To many people joy would seem 
"ts consist in an absolute freedom 
from all restraint. Of course, they 
realize they must observe the laws 
of God, and many, if not all, of the 
laws of the country, but beyond 
this they recognize no restraint. 
Every fancy, every whim, they 
would like to see encouraged and 
satisfied. Nor are such individuals 
wanting in this great land. You 
will find them almost everywhere. 
If they do not do more for them
selves than they are actually doing, 
it is because they have not yet 
discovered where something is lack
ing. They consider themselves the 
only wise ones of earth, and they 
scoff at any one who voluntarily 
leads a life of sacrifice. They 
look upon Religious, bound by vows, 
as unwise. The doctrine of morti
fication taught by the Church they 
consider as old-fashioned and quite 
unbecoming to one who abounds in 
wealth. But does true joy really 
come to such as these ? No joys, 
except worldly ones, which gener
ally drive them into passionate 
desires beyond their control, come 
into their heart. Of the quiet, 
sweet, and calm joy of the Lord, 
they have never tasted And if 
they have not tasted of it here, how 
can they be filled with it hereafter ?

It should be the desire of every 
Catholic, gifted as fee is with faith 
and a knowledge of the high things 
of God, to acquire the true joy of 

. the Lord. He is bidden to do so 
many times in Scripture. Experi
ence teaches him also that it alone 
counts. The happiness all crave 
for, he realizes can never come to 
him if his heart be void of this true 
joy. Neither can the cheering 
words he speaks in life, or the smile 
he often wears, be sincere without it.

On the contrary, what a precious 
blessing it is to him who possesses 
this joy. The burdens of life will 
be lightened for him ; the sorrows 
and pain 'that afflict him will be 
lessened, if the joy of the Lord be 
among his spiritual possessions. He 
will have a better understanding of 
the passing things of life and of 
the eternal things of God. This 
will urge him on and give him 
courage to reform the works that 
will bring him to the everlasting city 
of heavtn, where happiness will 
attend him eternally.

A. M. Mordu,» in America
Any one will admit that two and 

two are four. Anyone will admit 
that there is only one way to write 
the multiplication tables and write 
them correctly. All men know that 
there is only one correct answer to 
any given problem in mathematics, 
or for that matter, in any science. 
We admit these things because it is 
indisputable to the thinking man 
that nothing -pan be true and false 
at the aarne time, in the same sense. 
The rules of mathematics, of physics, 
of chemistry, and all the other 
sciences are one and indisputable, 
because truth is one. Two and two 
are not four; due to agreement 
among men that this shall be so ; 
H2O Is not water because man has 
agreed that it shall be ; a stone, 
thrown into the air, does not fall 
again to the ground, because 
physicists have agreed that it should 
so fall. These things are true 
limply because they are true, aud 
man must admit their truth, or be 
in error.

If truth is universally one, in 
everything else, why is it not also

elf * ...........................God exists. All 
that. God is a

one in religion ?
Christians admit 

Ing and as 
attributes. All Christians admit 
that also. Christ lived on earth, 
and now lives in heaven. Certain 
things are true concerning Christ 
and certain things are not true. 
No one, even if he be not a Chris
tian denies that. While on earth, 
Christ spoke certain words ; He laid 
down certain rules ; He told facts 
concerning Himself and God, and 
He started a religion. In order to 
call oneself a Christian this must be 
admitted. Christ said only one 
thing concerning each different 
question and He meant it only one 
way, else He would have been 
wrong.

Everywhere, on every side, we 
hear the contention that one relig 
ion is as good as another and we 
hear the contention that the Bible 
is the Word of God and that all men 
should be permitted to interpret it 
in their own way. Religion should 
be democratic and the particular 
congregations, scattered throughout 
the world, should be permitted to 
decide what ia»to be believed by 
them, and taught by their ministers 
in their own churches. There are 
about 202 different sects in exist
ence, and we are told that one is as 
good as another.

Any fair-minded Christian must 
admit that one religion is as good as 
another in the sense that a man can 
save his soul, no matter to what 
religion he may belong, provided he 
conducts his life in accordance with 
what he conscientiously believes to 
be right. If a man is sincere in his 
belief and acts accordingly, he will 
surely save his soul, but does this 
prove that one religion is as good as 
another ?

Suppose men were to divide up 
into 202 different schools on arith
metic, each school deciding what 
rules it will adopt and what the 
professor shall teach. One school 
would maintain that so and so’s 
text book is the correct one, and 
that it should be adhered to exactly 
and if questions were to arise con. 
cerning some point, that the writer 
of the book should be the court of 
last appeal, and his Word, law. 
Another school would maintain the 
same text book to be the true one, 
but deny that the writer had any 
authority to settle any disputed 
question, holding that every student 
should be allowed to interpret the 
text to suit himself ; that we ought 
to be democratic .about it, and let 
everyone have his say about it 
Another school would deny the 
authenticity of the text book 
altogether, and use another which 
maintained different rules. One 
school would admit the multiplica
tion tables, as they are, and another 
would deny the seven tables and 
claim that seven times two equals 
twenty-five. Another would deny 
the universality of the law govern
ing the sum of two and two, and 
claim that, when a debt of two 
dollars and two dollars is owed 
him, that the sum should be five, 
while when he owed two and two 
dollars to another, that the sum 
would be three. What would be 
the result ? The grocer would sell 
beans at 10 cents per can, straight 
and, by the addition he learned at 
his school, make two cans worth 
87 cents. The customer who 
attended another school, where the 
free-thinking method was taught, 
having only 12 cents in his pocket, 
and knowing that the beans sell for 
10 cents a can. would be able to 
buy two cans for his 12 cents, as 
his method taught him he could 
decide the sum of two numbers to 
suit himself.

This example is arithmetic only 
but take any other science. What 
if the chemist, the physicist, the 
astronomer, the electrician, were to 
hold that each individual could inter 
prêt the rules of his science as he 
sees fit, what would happen ? The 
chemist would mix up some H2S04 
and have us drinking sulphuric 
acid, claiming that the laws have 
nothing to do with it, and that 
H2S04 is water ; the physicist would 
build railroad bridgesoutof straw, as 
the rule governing strength of 
material is arbitrary . the astron 
omer would say that we get our 
heat from the moon, and the 
electrician would use 100,000 volts 
on the light circuits in our houses 
on the principle that high voltage is 
not dangerous, as the rule saying 
that it is, is only arbitrary anyway 
and he has as much right to think
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None Will Satisfy
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The finest green tea produced in 
the world. — Ask for a trial package. 
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the way he pleases about It as 
anyone else.

It is easy to see what the arbitrary 
interpretation of the laws of science 
would lead to. It never crosses a 
man’s mind to say that one belief 
in the laws of science is as good 
as another, but yet, there are 202 
religions, each differing from the 
other and still, each has reference 
to the same thing, in the same 
sense. The laws of all sciences are 
admitted by all to be absolute, per
mitting only one interpretation, and 
he who believes anything else, is 
admitted to be wrong. Is the truth 
concerning God and Christ less one 
and undeniable than the truth con
cerning chemistry ? Christ cannot 
have been true God and not true 
God at the same time ; Christ can
not be really present in the Blessed 
Sacrament and not present at the 
same time ; Christ could not have 
made Peter the head of His Church, 
and not made him head of His 
Church. Something Is true concern
ing God and Christ and anything 
opposed to that particular some
thing is not true. Something must 
be true concerning God and Christ. 
They exist, and therefore have 
attributes. Christ lived ; He said 
certain things ; He did certain 
things, and He meant what He said 
in a certain way. There are 202 
different religions, each claiming to 
tell the actual facts concerning God, 
but each at variance with all the 
others. Certainly it ought to be 
evident that either there is no 
religion which is right, or else there 
is one which is right, and all the 
rest are wrong.

If a man conducts his life in 
accordance with what he believes, 
and is sincere in his belief, he can 
save his soul, but one relig
ion is not as good as another 
to the man who wishes to 
be a follower of the religion, 
which is in accordance with the 
actual facts concerning God and 
Christ.

Religion is the science of the 
greatest truth in existence and the 
most unchangeable, and yet it is the 
only science where men claim that 
one interpretation is as good as 
another. We cannot be democratic 
with the laws of science. One thing 
is always true in each case and 
we must admit this or be in error. 
It may serve our purpose to be 
in error, but we are none the less 
wrong.

He who claims that one religion 
is as good as another, may go to 
heaven if he be sincere in his belief 
and live up to it, but even though 
he save his soul, he is none the less 
at variance with the actual truth. 
The really sincere upright man, the 
good man may get to heaven, but 
one religion is not as good as another 
to the man who cares whether he 
knows the truth' or not. I may go 
through life and be prosperous and 
happy, and all the time think that 
two and two equal five, but although 
irosperous and happy, I am wrong.

may possibly save my .soul in the 
belief that one religion is as good as 
another, but I am just as wrong 
as if I had lost it.

Kindness pays because it knows a 
I treater strength than that of force.
t can melt its way through many a 

place where all the terrors of force 
cannot drive a path.

Asthma
Vapo-Creeolene make* a strong appeal to those 
afflicted with Asthma, because the little lamp, 
used at night, is at work vaporizing the sooth
ing remedy while the patient sleeps, and the 
difficult breathing is quickly relieved A 
patient calls it a boon to sufferers of Asthma,

“Used while you sleep”
' Creeolene has been recommended 

and used with great success for 
forty years for the relief of coughs, 
influenza, bronchitis, spasmodic 
croup and whooping cough.

Sold by druggists.
Send for descriptive booklet “if." 

VAPO-CR ESOLE N E CO. 
62 Cortlandt St.. New York 

or Leeming-Miles Bldg.. Montreal, Qua.
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Hotel Wolverine
DETROIT

Newest and Mont Modem

500 Rooms 500 Baths 
Rates $2.50 Up

Travel by the Canadian Pacific 
short sea route !

Direct Sailings to France, 
Great Britain and Ireland.!

Make reservations early.
Further information 

from Local Steamship Agents 
J. E. PARKER

Gen. Agt. C.P.R. Bldg.
Pass. Dept. Toronto

PACIFIC

TEA - COFFEE
IS" Finest Importations always in stock at lowest market prices. 
IS" Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application.
IS* Special attention given to requirements of institutions.

Kearnev Brothers, Limited
TEA - COFFEE. IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS 

33 St. Peter Street t«t»nn«h.d i»7« Montreal, Que.

Christmas Remittances
We sell Drafts, Money 
Orders and Cable Re
mittances on all parts 
of the World at lowest 
rates.

Quick Service

WESTERN
W W ASSURANCE COMPANY

Incorporated 1861

Fire — Marine — Automobile — Burglary — Guarantee
ASSETS EXCEED $6,000,000.00 

SECURITY TO POLICYHOLDERS $4,000,000.00

HEAD OFFICE — TORONTO

H

Dominion Folks 
Prefer This 
Buffalo Hotel

OTEL LENOX has become a favorite stopping place for Dom
inion folks visiting Buffalo.

This modern, fireproof Hotel is ideally situated ; refined and home
like in environment ; handy to shops, Business, theatres and roads to 
Niagara Falls.
Superior Cuisine. European plan. Every room an outside room. 
Rates from $2.60 per day.
On the Empire and Great Lakes Tours. Write for FREE Road 
Guides, Maps or Hotel Booklet.
Motorists follow Main Street or Delaware Ave. to North Street.

HOTEL LENOX
Clarence A. Miner

President

North St. at Delaware Avenue
BUFFALO, N. Y. x
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DOMINION BANK
ESTABLISHED 1871

HEAD OFFICE, .... TORONTO.

DIRECT FROM COBH
(Queenstown) TO CANADA

The Irish Free State now has its own direct sailings 
to Canada. Splendid White Star-Dominion Ships —
Doric, Celtic and Cedric — are now maintaining a 
regular service for Irish people. These are three 
of the most favorably known ships on the Atlantic.

If any of your friends in Ireland contemplate com
ing to Canada you will be especially interested in 
White Star - Dominion Line prepaid passages.
Further information, rates and sailing dates from

2tl McGill 8t., Montreal 
288 Main St., Winnipeg, Man.
OS Hollis 8t., Halifax, N. 8.
41 King 6t. Toronto 
Land Building, Calgary 
108 Prince Wm. 8t„ 8L John, N B. 

or Local Railway and 8. 8. Agents

WHITE STAR-DOMINION LINE

Fresh Air Without Draft
Dusty Snow, Rain

through ordinary windows. May sleep or sit next to open 
window. Louvres made of Metal. Enamel electrically baked 
on in artistic finishes of white and brown. Phosphor Bronze 
Screen on back. Used by Dominion and Provincial Govern' 
ments, Hospitals, Schools, Offices, Homes, Hotels, etc. Recom
mended by Physicians, Medical Health Officers, Architects.

DRAFTLESS VENTILATOR and SCREEN CO.
Factory and Office

TORONTO 
S3 Adelaide at. W. 
Phono Adel. 6594

- 47 Booth St., Ottawa, Ont.
- OFFICES--------
MONTREAL LONDON

430 Wellington St. 
Phono 1071 W

8t. Catherine 8t..W.

MaU^ouriJifi

Mean Something
To your family — to your 
friends — for their home, 
automobile or motor boat. 
A Handy Pyrene Fire Ex
tinguisher. A handsome 
brass and enamel con
tainer that can be oper
ated by a woman or child 
just as readily as by a 
man. Pyrene is a sensible 
gift because it brings safe
ty from fire. A shot or two 
of Pyrene liquid will kill 
the ugliest-looking fire in 
a moment.
A gift that will be appre
ciated for many years to 
come.

Pyrene Manufacturing Com pan

OF CANADA-LIMITED
1197 King St. West, Toronto
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DR. NORVALL’S
Stomach and 
Tonic Tablets

will Relieve Constipation, Bilious
ness and Sick Headache

For Sale by all Dealers at
25c. A BOTTLE "

The Dr. Norvall Medical Co.
168 Hunter 8t. LTD*

PETERBOROUGH, ONT.

$8@GIVEN

The above amount has been 
given away by us in 

CASH PRIZES. 
$500.00 more will be given 

away as follows,
1st Prize, $100. 
2nd Prize, $ 75. 
3rd Prize, $ 60. 
4th Prize, $ 50. 

5 Prizes of 
10 Prizes of

5th Prize, $40. 
6th Prize, $30. 
7th Prize, $25. 
8th Prize, $20. 

$10. Each in Cash 
$ 5. bach in Cash

Solve the Puzzle cash'prize
There are 7 faces to be found above, con 
cealcd about the Wrecked Automobile. 
Can you find them 7 If so mark each one 
with an X, cut out the picture, and write on a 
separate piece of paper these words, “I bn- v 
found all the faces and marked them” and 
mail same to us with your name and address. 
In case of ties, hand writing and neatness will 
be considered factors. 1 f correct we will ad 
vise you by return mailof a simple condition 
to fulfill. Don’t send any money. You car. 
be a prize winner without spending one cent 
of your money. Send your reply direct to
GOOD HOPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

275 CRAIG STREET WEST. 
MONTREAL, - - CANADA

PARTRIDGE
TIRES

Tires for Every Need — Including

Regular Full Balloon Cords 
Interchangeable Balloon Cords

Ready to fit your present Rims.

rw si o Used and preferred by the largest 
1VIUJUT LUruS Taxi Companies.

Trump Junior Cords and Light Car Fabrics

The F. E. Partridge Rubber Co. Ltd.
GUELPH, CA* ADA


