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BAPTISM DISCUSSED.

From the Examiner, Bombay, India

Faitor The ixaminer, Bombay :

gir,—1 enclose herewith two papers
on Baptism, marked A and B respective-
ly, and I should consider it a kl}xdnvsn
if you would be pleased to deal with the
points therein contained.

Yours ete.
(S1GNED,)
COMMENT ON THE FOREGOING LETTER.

Before dealing with the questions
singly we shall work briefly over the
general outlines of the subject. The
paptism of John was a baptism of water
(Mk. i.) “ a baptism or penance for the
remissien of sins.” Repentance was re-
quired as a disposition, and the forgive-
ness was required as a disposition, and
the forgiveness through baptisms was
the erown of that repentance. Of Christ's
baptism John said, * I indeed baptize
with water ; but there is one who shall
paptize with the Holy Spirit and with
fire.”  (Mt. iii. 11), thus showing that
the baptism of Christ should be of a
higher and more powerful character,

Christ Himself, referring to Christian
baptism, declared that its effect was to
pring about a new or second birth,
# Unless a2 man be born of water and the
Spirit he cannot enter into the Kingdom
of heaven” (Jn. iii. 5). Finally, He
ordered His Apostles to * teach all
nations, baptizing them * * * and
who 80 believed and hantized shonld
be saved, while he who believed not
should be condemned.” (Mt, xxviii.19).

We find the apostles carrying out
these injunctions: * Peter said to
them : Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of your sins, and you
shall receive the Holy Ghost.,” (Acts
ii. 38). *“ And they went down into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and
he baptized him " (Acts viii.38). * Peter
says, Can any one forbid water
these should not be baptized, who !
received the Holy Ghost as well as &
And he gommanded them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ " (Acts x.
17). Intwo cases the baptism of * house-
holds " is mentioned (Acts xvi 336 1
Cor. i. 16), St. Paul himself, after his
conversion, was told by Ananias to
“ arise and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on his name.” (Acts
xxii. 16.)

The ceremony involved a connection
with the death of Christ. * We who
were baptized are buried with Him
through baptism unto death ; that as
Christ was raised * * * so too we
may also walk in newness of life " (Rom.
vi. 2-4.)

Baptism is called a cleansing laver :
“ Ohrist so loved the Chureh, and de-
livered Himself up for it, that He might
sanctify it, having cleansed it in the
laver of water in the word of life ™" (Eph,
v. 25)., And again; “He saved us
throngh the laver of regeneration and
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.,” (Tit.
iii. 5.)

From the foregoing passages we can
construct a summary of the doctrine of
baptism. Baptism is a ceremonial use
of water to signify and bring about a
spiritual cleansing of the soul, and an
infusion of a new spiritual life in Christ.
As regards advlts at least, belief in
Christ and repentance and sorrow for
sin are required as preliminary disposi-
tions; but the forgiveness and renova-
tion are imparted throngh the ceremony
itself, The function derives all its
efficacy from the death of Christ, who
instituted it as the means by which the
merits and graces of that death should
be imparted to individual men. The
Chureh has always held that infants
can receive this saerament and thus be
incorporated by a mnew birth into the
Kingdom of God.

This belief is confirmed by Christ's

that

saying: “Suffer little children to come
unto Me * * * for of such is the
Kingdom of lHeaven, and also the

mention of whole households being bap-
tized. But observe, we do not claim
these passages as affording a strict de-
monstration of this point. The tradi-
tion of the Church is quite a sufficient
guarantee of our practice.

The papers sent inby our correspond-
ent are written by a Protestant, who in
the first place admits that baptism
must be performed because Christ has
instituted it. But he objects to its
“being put in place of repentance — of
Christ, of His blood, of His finished
work on the cross.”

With this sentiment we agree; but
properly instructed Catholics at least
do nothing of the kind, Christ's work
of redemption was completed on the
cross, and the baptism which he insti-
tuted was intended simply as a means
of applying that work to individual
souls, The ceremony must not be put
in place of repentance or faith; for we
hold that a man must have both these
dispositions before he can receive
baptism, or else it becomes a mockery.

(2) But the writer goes to hold that
baptism itself does not confer any bless-
ing, but is merely a testimony to the
world that the recipient has been saved
from sin by his previous conversion, and
that he is dead to sin and going to live
for God.

We reply : Baptism testifies to this,
but it means more than this. Conver-
sion is a preliminary condition for the
reception of the sacrament, but the
sacrament crowns this conversion by
forgiveness and the gifts of grace.

In other words, conversion contri-
butes man's part, and baptism contri-
butes God’s part to the complete work
of salvation; but unless the man con-
tributes his good dispositions God will
not crown them, and the baptism will
be sacrilegious and void. The passages
of Seripture cited above show distinet-
ly that baptism produces spiritual
cffects and does not merely testify to
their existence.

(3) But the writer objects: If re-
pentance and faith are necessary dis-
positions for baptism, now can an in-
fant be baptized? We answer : Re-
pentance and faith are requisite condi-
tions for those who are capable of them.
But infants are incapable of sin and
also of repentance and of faith. Hence
these dispositions are not required in
their case.

C We hold that God wishes
even infants to be received into the
kingdom of heaven, and to become

not depend upon man's efforts, but are
purely the free gift of God; and He ean
confer them on an infant just as well as
on an adult. The only difference is
that the adult has the use of reason, and
Is therefore expected to use his facul-
ties in wishing for the gift and prepar-
ing himself for it; whereas the child is
helpless in the matter, and can only be
the passive recipient of graces which he
will gradually learn to use as his mind
develops. On this point it is no use
arguing further., We believe in infant
baptism on the authority of the Church,
that is the end of the question as far as
we are coneerned, We have cited some
passages which seem to hint at infant
!mptimn, and certainly there is nothing
in Seripture against it.

(1) But the writer takes up another
poiut, The penitent thief went to
heaven through repentance and faith
only, and therefore baptism cannot be
the means by which forgiveness and
salvation are conferred,

We answer: He who worked out our
redemption is master of the fruits of re-
demption; and He who instituted bapt-
ism as the ordinary meaus for conferring
grace, is master of the situation and
can, if he likes, confer the same graces
without the intermediary of baptism.
Not only so. We believe that Christ
sometimes confers forgiveness and salva-
tion on other men besides the penitent
thief, in cases where they are seriously
repentant but are unable, through ignor-
aunce or error or l‘\l(‘rllil.l clireumstances
to receive baptism, But that is not the
ordinaryway; it is an exceptional way by
which God
stances,

meets exceptional eircum-
The ordinary way is by mak-
ing use of baptism, Hence we must not
count on direct forgiveness by conver-
sion alone, We must also take the
means which Christ has appointed in
order to secure the rewards of conver-
sion.

(0) But the writs
ism does not

objeets that bapt-
take away sin., If by sin
he means actual sin committed by the
individual, this is obviously untrue,
St. Peter tells his converts to “repent
and be baptized for the remission of
sin' (Acts ii, 38); and Ananias tells St.
Paul to “arise and be baptized and
wash away his sins.,” (Aets xxii, 16),
St. Paul, too speaks of the Church
(that is, the assembly of converted
souls) being sanctified and cleansed in
the laver of water, in the word of life.
(Eph. v. 20), ete. So it is evident from
Seripture that, although repentance is
necessary as a prelimirary condition, it
is baptism which washesaway or secures
the forgiveness of sins when repented « f.
(6) But he argues that baptism at
least does not remove original sin, if
only for the simple reason that there is
no such thing as original sin.
Where (he asks) is original sin men-
tioned in the Bible?
We answer: The term “orginal sin”
is not found in the Bible, but the thing
s clearly there. St. Paul that
“Through one man sin entered into the
world, and through sin death; and so
death came to all men—in whom all
sinned.” (Rom. v. 12). And again: “As
the sin of one was to all men for judg-
ment (or condemnation) so the right-
eousness of one was to all men for justi-
fication.” (ib. 18).
This is what is meant by “original
sin”; and the term “sinful nature,”
which the writer admits, is only another
way (though not so clear a way) of say-
ing the same thing. Of course original
sin is not the same thing as actual
or personal sin, By it we mean that all
men shared in the fall of Adam, in that
they lost collectively with him that
supernatural status which otherwise
they would have enjoyed. It is a difli-
cult idea to convey to one who is not in
the ordinary orthodox ways of thinking.
But for argument’s sake let us say this.
In some way or other the whole
human race fell under a sort of ban in-
curred by Adam’s fault, and stood in
need of restoration; and Christ was
called “the second Adam" because he
restored to us that relation to God
which the first Adam had destroyed.
Here again our belief rests not mere-
ly on the private interpretation of
Seripture, but on the uniform tradition
and authority of the Church. And if
the writer does not see the doctrine in
Seripture, there is not much use argu-
ing further.
(7) But (asks the writer) if baptism
is of such importance, why did St. Paul
congratulate himself on having baptized
so few, saying that he was not sent to
baptize but to preach. (1, Cor. i, 14-16).
We answer: Certainly St. Paul must
have valued baptism, seeing that it was
an institution of his Lord and Master,
if for no other reason.
What he meant to say was this—that
his special vocation was to give all his
energy to bringing men over to faith
and repentance, and to leave the bapt-
ism to be performed by others, so as to
save time.
But why was he glad of having bap-
tized so few? Look at the context and
you will see the reason. The Corin-
thians were divided up into factions.
Those who had been baptized by Cephas
formed a eclique round Cephas, and
those baptized by Appollos formed a
clique round Apollos, and so on. St.
Paul was disgusted with their spirit,
and repudiated it. Were you baptized
in the name of Paul ? he asks. And
so he rejoiced that he had not baptized
many, seeing that baptism was being
made the occasion for strife and partiz-
anship. That is the simple explanation
of the affair.
(8) But (asks the writer) if baptism
forgives sin, of what use was the death
of Christ?
You might as well ask:

savs

“If the medi-

is the doctor?”
the whole root-cause of the efficacy of

to individual souls.

(9) The writer argues that baptism
in Scripture is always a type of death
This needs qualification.

recovery from death.

cine cures my stomachache, of what use
The death of Christ is

baptism; for baptism is, as we have said
before, simply the divinely instituted
means for applying the death of Christ

Where it
typifies death it is always death with a

The children of Israel were baptized
in the sea, and thereby emerged from
bondage to liberty; the waters of the
flood, which drowned the rest of man-
kind, saved Noah ond his family by
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tion of the powers and, perhaps, to pre-
vent the great events which were pre-
paring and which, none the less, took
place.
The total population of the Armenian
race is about 3,500,000, They are scat-
tered over various provinces of the
Turkish empire, Persia, Arabia, Russia,
Galicia, ete., not to mention those who
have come to our shores and who prob-
ably number 40,000, The great major-
ity are schismatics; out of 3,500,000
only 105,000 are in communion with the
Catholie Church.,
The work of bringing the dissidents
to the fold is in the hands of seventy-
five Buropean Jesuits and Capuchins, as-
sisted by some 200 nuns. The details
as to the losses of the Catholic missions
during the recent outbreaks are mnot
complete. We knew, however, that at
Adana, where the storm seems to have
centered, the Catholic church has heen
destroyed, together with the residence
of the missicnaries; a school kept by the
native Sisters of the Immaculate Con-
ception was burned down and the Jesuit
College has also suffered. The number
of vietims is not known, butit is more
than likely that some missionaries and
their converts have sealed their faith
with their blood and that we shall soon
hear of other losses toour missions.
The French Jesuit girls’ school at
Adana was burned on Saturday night.
Many persons are dying from exposure,
and relief measures are exceedingly
pressing.
A letter received by messenger from
Harni says that every man there has
been killed. Only women, girls and
boys under ten years of age have heen
left alive. The churches and houses
were plundered, and most of them were
burned.
Hadjin is facing a terrible famine.,
There is neither money nor food iu the
city. The orphans that have been cared
for by the missionaries are erying for
even a small piece of bread, and the mis-
sionaries are anxious that their benevo
lent friends be notifie” of the situation.
Notwithstanding the presence of the
troops the situation is desperate, owing
to the lack of food and medical supplies.
The troops arrived just in time, as the
besiegers had succeeded in setting fire
to a house on the edge of the city. The
fire spread, but as the breeze was blow-
ing away from the town, only five
buildings were destroyed.—New World.

MANLY DEVOTION.

A Frenchman once said that if the
proportion of men to women in heaven

be about the same as the pro-
portionate attendance of the two
sexes at church, then it will

be a very lonesome place for the women,
unless, of course, they are very differ-
ent from what they are here below. An
American writer has answered this by
saying that heaven would not be heaven
for most women unless the men they
loved and prayed for and cared for.
fathers and brothers and husbands, also
found their way there in large numbers,
so that we can be reasonably sure there
will be a goodly army of them there.

However that may be, one thing is
sure ; the dear old Catholiec Church has
not lost its influence over men, and while
they may not attend church services as
frequently or in large numbers as does
the devout female sex, there is no doubt
about the depth or sincerity of their
Catholicity or their readiness to respond
on appropriate occasions to demands
made upon their time by church obser-
vances. This is all the more striking
because the ceaseless complaint of the
ministers of the Protestant sects is that
they are losing their influence over the
men. The great majority of men outside
the Church have praetically no religion

made that life would be larger for them-
selves and others as a consequence of
their having gone over the old things al-
ways so true, yet so likely to be for-
gotten. What a tribute it all is to
Mother Church! Buffalo Union and
Times.

—_——————

THE KNIGHT OF SONG.

Sir Charles Santley, over in London
the most famous of modern baritones,
has exceeded by several years the al-
lotted span of three score years and
ten. His long career has been an in-
teresting one, and has brought him in
contact with many interesting people.
What he thought of them and in one or
two instaneces what they thought of
him is set out in the story of his life
now presented to the public in book
form. The volume is exactly the sort
of book that anyb-dy knows the
author would suppose it to be : a sin-
cere and earnest book, an honest and
outspoken book, a blunt and rugged
book—in short a ection of the vet-
eran singer himself. Sir Charles does

who

meet again, If it should not be here, |
hope we may meet where there will be
one Composer, one Conductor, and that
we may all join in one choir to sing

His praise for ever and ever !"—New
World.
e —
MODJESKA'S FAITH.
AN INCIDENT RECALLED BV JOSEPH

SCOTT IN LOS ANGELES TIDINGE,

An impulse touches me te recall an
incident in the life of Mme. Modjeska
here in Los Angeles which charactistic-
ally exemplifies her remarkable fervor
as a Catholic woman. During the hey-
day of A.P. A.ism in this section some
fifteen years ago, Mme. Modjeska re-
turned from a triumphant tour of the
country and played for a week at the
Grand Opera House in this city. To
the astonishment of even some of her
Catholic friends who had the mere com-
mercial instinet she selected as the
principal piece of her repertoire for the
engagement, her far famed role of Mary
Stuart. But crowded house greeted

not write to tickle our palates or to |
produce an impression of literary skill.
There is no preamble, no “fine writin o

plain words, in hisown direct
Transparent sincerity and simpli
are its principal characteristies.
The book is by no means all small
talk, How could it be with such a re-
ord as Sautley's to set down? Many an
interesting glimpse of men and
women famous in the theatrical and
musical world—Sims Reeves, Sir Mich-
ael Costa, Mario, Manuel Gareia, the
Kembles, Mrs. Sartoris, Carl Rosa, and
others of whom numerous anecdotes are
told. Admirers of the genius of Sims
Reeves will be grateful to Sir Charles
Santley for an «lmost passionate vindica-
tion of the great tenor, whose memory
he defends from an oft-heard stigma. Of
his dead friend he writes : “In the
whole course of my life I have never
known a man so belied. . . . We
were lintimate friends constantly en-
gaged in the same performances from
the year 1858 until a few months before
he died. I had every opportunity of
knowing him intimately, and I declare I
have never met a more moderate man as
regards either eating or drinking.”

There is a good deal of sharp criticism
of persons and practices scattered
throughout the book. In the earlier
part of his career Sir Charles’ experi-
ences of managers were not happy ones
and he says so ; nor does he hesitate to
name the delinquents when they are no
longer in this world. The author is
rightfully indignant at the tricks played
bv hostesses to get an artiste's services
for an evening by offering him a dinner.
He exposes this form of moral fraud
ruthlessly as it deserves. Interviewers
often worried him, but not always to
their advantage. An amusing anecdote
is related of an incident at Colombo.
“Before landing I was boarded by an
interviewer whom I dismissed with my
blessing and without any information
which may have been the cause of an
announcement in the next day’s journal
of the arrival of Stanley, the great
African explorer.”

A player as well as a singer (he took
one of the second violins in the “Toy
Symphony,” at St. James' Hall in the
seventies), Sir Charles has his own
views upon the merits of many singers
and composers and sets them down with
a candor that in some quarters will be
thought positively shocking, Witness
the temerity of the man who in 1908 will
write like this of Richard Wagner and
his work : “Two people bawling and

able

lett. Religion is, after all, the assump-

Christians by baptism as soon as they
are born, The graces of redemption do

carrying the ark.

tion of a new bond toward the Creator.

. .

|
|
He has a story to tell and he tells it in % resentatives of the clergy ;
|
|

screaming at each other for a consider-
time, drowned by an orchestra
to his place in St. Peter's carried in a
sufficiently powerful todrown a chorus.
. an orchestral hullabaloo' (Tann.
hauser)."“I have noright to criticise Wag-

her upon that occasion,among others be-
ing the late Bishop Mora, the late Viear
Gieneral, Father Adam, and other rep-
and to any

one who had the privilege of witness-

7 | ing that performance, the recollection

can never be effaced. It was as if the
rentle nature of Mme. Modjeska wanted
to hurl back into the teeth of the
narrow and bitter erities of her religion
the jibes and sneers with which they
had referred to her Mother Church. At
the final scene of the play, as Mary
Stuart passes out to her execution,
Modjeska in the title role held us spell
bound by the intense emotions of the
situation., The sight of her beautiful
face upturned to heaven, showing the
expression of the zeal and fervor of her
Clatholie heart, was intensified by the
manner in which she carried the cruci-
fix and rosary in her hand, and was the
last glimpse of her as she disappeared
from the stage. There was a thrill
passed over the audience which had its
effect, not only upon the unbeliever,
but likewise upon the pusillanimous
members of the Church, It wasin truth
a tremendous call for us not to droop
our heads in the conflict which then
surrounded us, and exemplified the vir-
tue of Christian courage in a noble
woman, which had its effeet upon the
more timid hearts of the male members
of the Church ; and having felt the in-
spiration and the benefit of that scene,
1 wish to record it now in humble thanks-
giving to the good God who blessed
both ourselves and our religion with
such a
best and dearest to us.-
verse.

Catholic Uni-
e——— el e e

When the Saloon is Respectable,

had hitherto remained silent
that I am a liquor-dealer.

lie house at —, but I would have you tc

decent house, 1 don't keep loafers anc
loungers about my place, and when amar

bar. 1 sell to decent people, and do :
respectable business,” * Friend,” re

plied a quaker, “ that is the worst par
of the business.

rid of them,

them.

Heart Review.§

‘ These Wonderful

noble example of all that is

During a lively discussion on the sub-
ject of intemperance in an Allegheny
mountain stage, one of the company who
said :
“ Gentlemen, I want you to understand
I keep a pub-

know that I have alicense, and keep a

has enough, he can't get any more atmy

If thee would sell to
drunkards and loafers, thee would help
to kill off the race, and society would be
But thee takes the young,
the poor, the innocent, and the uusus-
pecting, making drunkards ana loafers of
When their eharacter and money
are all gone, thee kicks them out, and
turns them over to other shops to finish
off, and thee ensnares others and sends
them on the same road to ruin."—Sacred
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LANCASTER, ONT,
CARRIED BY
s FRUIT-A-TIVES"

Fruit Juice Tablets

Are Winning Friends on Every Side,

Lancaster, Ont, Sept 16, 1908
I was a martyr for many years te
gt ng compl , chronie
I tried many kinds of
es without benefit and
phy ine, but nothing &M
cal d Then 1 began
t tiv and these won-

t tablets entirely oured

I took five tablets a dey,
but now 1 e only ¢ tablet every
two days A NOW er wel, and

thanks to
permiassion

a-tlves,

blish

‘1 pive you
this testimonial
(M enophile Bonneville.

This is or one more link in the
dhain of proof that “Frult-a-tives™
nevar fail to cure Constipation or nen-
action of the bowels, 50¢c a box, or ¢
for $2.50, or trial box 26c. At dealerw
or sent on receipt of price by Frut-a-
tives Limited, Ottawa.

CARDINAL AIDS JEWS,

(fardinal Gibbons attended the
charity bazaar given under, the aus-
pices of the Baltimore Judaiec Union
for the benefit of a free dispensary,

made an address in which he expressed
great pleasure at being able to attend
the function which he declared to be
worthy of the support of all the citi-
zens of  Baltimore. “It gives me
great pleasure to be here this after-
noon,"said the Cardinal, “ having met a
distinguished rabbi of the Jewish faith
ot my retucn from Rowe when D was pre-
sented with a loving eup by a number
of prominent Jewish people of this eity.
We are social beings, ereated for each
other's society, Man is poor without
the companionship of others and the
wealth of a Rockefeller or a Vane-
derbilt would bring no happiness,
without a friend to grasp by the hand,
The work of establishing
sary should warraut the assistance of
every citizen ol Baltimore, rcgardless
of religion or nationality.”

thix dispen=

JUST PUBLISHED

Child of Destiny

Dr. William ). Fischer
AUTHOR OF

‘Songs by the Wayside,” * Winona
and Other Stories,” ** The Years Be-
tween,”” “The Toiller and Other Poems.”’

ILLUSTRATED BY
CARLO CATTAPANI

ANT

GEO. A, LOUGHRIDGE

Price, $1.25 Post-paid
THE CATHOLIC RECORD

This is the Se..SoN

FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION

We have includ d amongst our recent
importations a LARGE and VARIED
assortment of

First Communion Prayer Books
First Communion Certificates

(French and English Text)

MEDALS
and other suitable gifts

WRITE for SAMPLES
and PRICES

W. E. Blake & Son

facturers and Importers of

1 Church I

mishings, Vestments, St
Stations of the Cross, Ete, Library ¢
1 Premium  Books for  Schools Academies,
Colleges and Puble Libraries

v | 123 Church Street, Toronto, Carg

t

Valuable— Farm
Property For Sale

L Three Hundred andiTwenty,Acres situated 1 miles
from Peatty Station, Sask. and eight miles west ot
Milfort. South half section Twenty-One, Township
Forty-Five, Range Twenty, Westof second Meridian
!-;Ewk loam with clay sub soil. Terms, Three Dollars
per acre down, balancelat six per cent. For further
particulars apply to B. H,, Catholic Record, London,
Ontario 15978
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