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Hie great county meeting held in 
"'meriok last Sunday, says the Dub- 

i Weekly Freeman of Nov. 13, wee 
a magnificent demonstration of the 
enlty of the people. The gathering 
was of » most representative charac­
ter. The people were present not 
only from all parts of the county ot 
limerick,, but also from the counties 
ol Tipperary, Clare, Cork and Kerry, 
and the prevailing note throughout 
sras that no dissension in the Na­
tional ranks would be tolerated. Mr. 
John Redmond, M.P., chairman of 

Irish party, came from Dublin, 
in company with Baillie John Fer­
guson, of Glasgow, and Mr. John 
O’Callaghan, of Boston, the secre­
tary of the United Irish League of 
America. Mr. William O’Brien, M. 

was also present.
On the motion of the Very Rev. 

Father Casey, P.P., Abbeyfeale, 
conrtdwi by Mr. John Coleman, M.C. 
0., Groom, the Mayor of Limerick 
(Councillor Michael Donnelly), took 
the chair. The secretary announced 
that letters of regret had been re­
ceived from Mr. John Dillon, M.P., 
Mr. Michael Davitt, and Mr. William 
Redmond, M.P.

Mr. P. A. McHugh, M.P., wrote 
"Had I been able to be with you, I 
would have added my voice to what 
I am convinced is, at this moment 
the, cry of the country, for one par 
ty, one policy and one organization/1 

Mr. John Redmond, M.P., who was 
received with loud cheers, said :

Fellow countrymen, this meeting 
has features of peculiar gratification 
to me, and, I will say, of peculiar 
significance and hope for the whole 
country. It marks the return to 
public life of Mr. William O'Brien.
It is just one year since I spoke in 
this city. Mr. O’Brien had then 
just retired, and I well remember the 
gloom and feeling of unrest and dis­
couragement which pervaded the 
great meeting that assembled upon 
that occasion. I took the liberty of 
making two prophesies. The first 
was that there would be no new split 
in Ireland, and the second was that 
the force of circumstances would be 
too strong for Mr. O’Brien, and that 
he would be by the unanimous voice 
of the whole people of Ireland com 
polled to come back to thé Irish 
party and the Irish movement. I 
am happy to-day to Know that both 
these prophesies have come true. 
Now, I don’t intend to-day to discuss 
any points of disagreement or of 
controversy in the past, and if' I 
might respectfully address a word 
of advice to our public men, and to 
all our public men I would say that 
the problems of the immediate fu­
ture are complex enough and urgent 
enough, and the prospects of the im­
mediate future are mômentous 
enough to engage and engross all our 
thoughts and all our energies.

Never, I believe, in our lifetime, 
tiid the Irish cause stand upon such 
a vantage ground as it docs at this 
moment. Never, I believe, were the 
prospects before the Irish cause 
brighter.

Let us for a moment take stock of 
the situation. Four short years 
ago the settlement of the Irish land 
question seemed, even to the most 
sanguine, so far distant as only to 
be possible of accomplishment after 
many years more—the land war en­
tailing untold misery and suffering 
upon the people and unfortunately 
postponing the possibility of ending 
emigration and making any serious 
effort at building up the material 
prosperity of our country—four years 
ago Home Rule seemed more than 
ever a dream of the distant future.
The forces of Unionism wer*» "vited. 
powerful and unrelenting, while the 
Liberal party to which wc have been 
so often told to look for the redress 
.of our National wrongs, was busily 
engaged with the task of shuffling 
out of its pledges of the Gladstone 
era. That, was the state of things 
four years ago. How do they stand 
to-day ? With all its defects, the 
Land Act is a great gain for Ireland.
Tro Land Act has many defects, and, 
naturally enough, it has many cri­
tics, but my view of it has never 
changed and has never been modified.
1 regard it to-day, ns I always re­
garded it, as a great instrument won 
by twenty-five years of agitation 
And sacrifices and suffering, a great 
Instrument, won by unity and orga­
nization. a great instrument, destin­
ed, with common prudence and cou­
rage upon our part, to hand over 
nine-tenths of Ireland to the people 
In a comparatively short number of 
years. As to the best way to use 
this instrument many views are 
naturally entertained and expressed, 
but the National organization and 
the National party, and T sjieala in 
their name, have given precisely the 
same advice from the very coin-

mencemeat down to this moment.
It hss been stated in some ot the 

newspapers of our enemies that the 
Land Conference agreement, which 
was endorsed by the Irish party, en­
dorsed by the Directory of the Lea­
gue, and endorsed by the National 
conventions, and accepted by the 
people, has In some way been repu­
diated recently by us. I deny that 
altogether. It la no part of my 
business to-day to stop to inquire 
into 'the feet that the Government 
did not carry out to the full that 
Land Conference agreement. It Is 
no part of my business to-day to in­
quire into the undoubted fact that 
many Irish landlords are refusing to 
carry out that agreement, or to 
evince the spirit that lay behind that 
agreement. I speak to-day only for 
the people, and, so far as the peo­
ple are concerned. I eay that agree­
ment from the day It was entered 
upon down to this moment has 
never been repudiated by anybody 
entitled to speak in their name, and, 
so far as the advice given to the 
people as to the best way to use 
the Land Act, that advice has been 
the same from the commencement to 
this moment. What was that ad­
vice ? We told the people to meet 
goodwill with goodwill. We told the 
people to meet conciliation with con­
ciliation.

Some people seem to imagine that 
the policy of conciliation means that 
the conciliation should (4 all upon 
the side of the people. No man of 
common sense made such an absurd 
or unjust suggestion. The United 
Irish League, the National Conven­
tion, the Irish party, and I myself, 
on a score of platforms, have told 
the people to meet conciliation with 
conciliation, but to meet landlord 
greed and rapacity with the old wea­
pons of organized and determined re­
sistance. And, fellow countrymen, 

[our people throughout Ireland to­
day are acting on that advice, and 
I say that where friction has arisen, 
where trouble has appeared, where 
danger threatens the public peace, 
the fault lies not with the people, 
but in most cases with their oppon­
ents. Now, in the advice which was 
given to the Irish people by the 
United Irish League, and by the 
Irish Party I recognize no change.
We told the people to take the ad­
vice of the National Organization, of 
the branches and the executive of the 
United Irish League. We told the 
people to refuse to buy, no matter 
how good the terms, unless the evict­
ed tenants were justly dealt with. We 
told them to refuse to buy unless 
the grass lands were brought into 
the bargains. And we told them to 
consider long and carefully the price 
that they should give, and not to 
enter into rash or improvident bar 
gaina.

WILLIAM O’BRIEN’S SPEECH.

Mr. William O’Brien, who was re­
ceived with loud cheers, then ad­
dressed thé meeting. He said in the 
course of his speech :
I venture to say in Cork that 

far as I was aware that, up to the 
day Of my retirement there was not 
the smallest difference of opinion be­
tween Mr. Redmond and myself ei­
ther as to the wisdom of the Land 
Conference settlement or as to the 
still greater blessings in the direc­
tion of national self-government 
that might have floweo from it, and 
that, please God, will flow from it, 
and whatever reserve there may be 
still naturally on both sides for 
what has happened since, I am glad 
to infer, and I think the country 
will be glad to infer from the states­
manlike and broad-minded address of 
the leader of the Irish people, that 
the agreement between us as to all 
the main lines of national policy, 
and as to the scope and meaning of 
what has been called the policy of 
conciliation remains, as wc remained 
on these issues, as cordially united

The days of splits are numbered 
and as surely as the days of land­
lordism. and the days are come for 
calm judgment and for mutual 
concessions and for mutual re­
spect among Irishmen and among 
all Irishmen.

Now, to begin with, there is one 
impression I want to get out of the 
heads of landlords and tenants alike, 
and that is the Impression that the 
question of Home Rule has anything 
to do with the prices of land under 
the Purchase act. The two things 
must be kept absolutely distinct and 
separate from one another. The no­
tion that any landlord has any 
claim to a higher price for his estate 
merely because he has inclined to­
wards Home Rule is too absurd to 
be argued with. I ,m ,ure thr.r0 
no man of sense on the landlord side 
who for a moment expects that he

Nplhll.......
ment the one

and that the evicted tenants must be 
saved. The question of price will 
have to be fought out In a sensible 
and businesslike spirit on Its own 
merits, and consequently there could 
be no greater delusion on the part 
of a landlord than to Imagine that 
he will get one .pound more for his 
estate by talking Home Rule: and 
on the other hand, there can be no 
greater delusion on the part of the 
tenants than to think they will be 
improving their chances for a good 
bargain for the land by repulsing or 
Insulting any landlord. who shows an 
inclination to identify himself witM 
his own countrymen as soon as the 
land question 1a settled.

You know my way of dealing with 
the landlords, or rather the choice 
I would give them between two 
ways—one being the peaceful way 
and the other what I may describe 
as the Water gras shill way. The one 
way is to observe a friendly and sen­
sible and businesslike attitude to­
wards those who may be inclined to 
show common sense, and friendliness 
themselves in the accomplishment of 
a mighty national settlement, and 
the other is to give back blow for 
blow and coercion for coercion to 
those un teachable tyrants who still 
hug the delusion that the day of 
landlord deviltry and eviction have 
not yet departed. The peace part 
of the programme demands, perhaps, 

little more real courage than the 
war part. I know that the struggle 
that day in Riverstown against 
County Inspector Rogers and the 
Watergrasshill evictors was far and 
away the lightest and easiest day’s 
work I have had in Irish affairs for 
the last two years. A mere physical 
row is the last thing that could 
daunt an Irishman. I only wish 
we had as plentiful a supply of mo­
ral courage, but the two planks of 
that platform—friendliness for the 
friendly as well as ruthless and un­
compromising fight for the tyrant, 
peace for the peaceful as well as war 
for the warlike — are inseparable 
parts of the same programme. If 
the people think me wrong in that, 
they have only to say the word and 
I will instantly disappear from the 
scene. The power of the people to 
exact obedience from their represen­
tative can never be too thorough­
going for my taste. But I am so 
absolutely convinced that upon these 
lines lie the sure i and certain road to 
victory for our farmers, for our 
evicted tenants, for our laborers, for 
our towns and for our industries and 
for our national freedom, that upon 
these lines, and upon these lines 
alone, can I ever consent to travail 
in the public life of Ireland.

We have now got the act, and no­
thing can take It from us. That act 
is working and will work. It can no 
more be obstructed than you could 
obstruct the flow of the ocean tide 
with a pitchfork. The one practical 
■question for the farmers of Ireland is 
whether the League ie to have any 
real voice and power in the working 
of the act, or whether we arc content 
to go on merely keeping aloof, grum­
bling and fault-finding. Because, 
bear in mind, twelve millions worth 
of land has already changed hands, 
and it is unfortunately only too true 
that the League had no more to do 
Wth deciding the price of it than we 
had to do with deciding the battles 
out in Manchuria. But, whoever is 
to blame, the one substantial fact 
for the country that stands out 
from all the controversies and situa­
tions is that in round numbers the 
average purchase price has been two 
years’ purchase too high. That is,
I think, a fair, rough and ready 
summary ot the defects in the work­
ing of the act, and the real and 
practical work before the country is 
how are those two years' purchase 
to be knocked off ? It would be fol­
ly to deny that the difficulties have 
been multiplied enormously compar­
ed with our position twelve months 
ago.

The situation bus been embittered 
and envenomed on both sloee. Phe 
act has already been a whole year in 
operation at too high a price, and 
the League has counted for .nothing.
But. notwithstanding all mas we 
have lost, I am convinced that eren 
yet these two years’ purchase could 
be knocked off or their substantial 
equivalent secured to the farmers of 
Ireland in two ways. The first way 
would be to resurrect the League 
from the torpor In which it has lain 
for the past twelve months, to as­
sert the power of the League in a 
friendly but determined way, 
to press for the Land 
Conference terms by every fair pres­
sure, to discountenance bargains that 
are obviously against the public in-
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Kular *9 7K ___ _ n frieze.

and $10.50

Ladies’ Winter Coats, the 
cloth and reversible tweeds. Regular 
Sale price ..................................

* LOT, ,11.15 «Id i,* Oe imisN CIATS FOB ,8 35
Ladies and Misses' up-to-date Coats to tweed r '38' 
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Elegant Ladies- and Mieses' Coats, to a tremend " ,7'5°" 

ferent cloths, every smart and fashionable design : aa-yariet)
Regular $18.50 and «14.25 styles. Sale price repreaented
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terest and to insist that no sale 
shall go through at all that does 
not make provision for the settle­
ment of the evicted1 tenants’ ques­
tion, which is one of the foundation 
stones of the whole act; and the se­
cond way is by a determined move­
ment to obtain an amending Land 
BiU in which both landlords and te­
nants would have common interest, 
and as to which it would be clearly 
our interest to co-operate with 
everybody, be he landlord or Chief 
Secretary or Whig or Tory, who is 
willing to make a clean and satis­
factory jofi of this, land settlement 
by securing both landlords and ten­
ants the full measure of the Con­
ference proposals and saving the 
government and the country from the 
madness ot losing a ship for a ha’p- 
orth of tar.

In all these things the League can 
exercise a tremendous influence. The 
moment we abandon the attitude of 
mere sour and lame criticism and 
hostility, and the moment we con­
centrate the strength of the League 
in every county as we are doing in 
Cork, ,and as I believe you have al­
ready done in Limerick, in powerful 
representative committees that would 
have the right,to make their voice 
and their influences felt in every 
great transaction between the land­
lords and: tenants. Not at all-in 
any tyrannical or mischief-breeding 
spirit, /but as representatives of the 
general. Interests of the community 
in transactions that will involve the 
country in enormous responsibilities 
for half a century to come. There Is 
a grand and practical programme of 
useful work for the League, instead 
of confining ourselves to vague 
speeches and feeble little ebullitions 
of hostility while the fate and future 
of the country are being decided 
without us.-
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We make a very special feature of 

Ladles' Shoes for evening wear. Our 
stock is very comprehensive, with 
large varieties of kid and patent lea­
ther patterns, also to colored silk or 
satin.

Ladles' White Kid Slippers, fancy 
bow and strap, hand turned soles, 
Vpart French heels, sizes 2* 
to 7. Special ........... ........... $1 go"
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ed. Special .................... ..............27c
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The Late Sir Stephen de Vere
Rev. Father Donor, p.p„ ghana- 

golden, received the following letter 
from the Most Rev. JJr. O’Dwyer, 
Bishop of Limerick :

“Dear Father Donor,—It has been 
a great disappointment to me not to 
be able to attend the funeral of Sir 
Stephen De Vere. Strangely enough, 
I received no intimation or hie death, 
of which I was not aware, until Fri­
day afternoon I read an account of 
it in the Dublin papers. I then 
wrote to inquire about the funeral, 
but it was all over before I could 
get an answer.

“I am exceedingly sorry for this. 
As Bishop of the Diocese, I should 
huve regarded it as a duty to attend 
the obsequies of so distinguished a

, who, by God’s grace, was 
convert to our Holy Church; and, 
besides, I should have wished to ex- 
press by my presence the affectionate 
and grateful recollection in which I 
keep the great personal kindness and 
consideration which Sir Stephen de 
Vere showed me in the early days of 
my priesthood, when I was curate at 
Shanagolden.

'His death is a loss to us. He 
and his brother Aubrey, apd the 
late Lord Dunraven, and Lord Emly 
were striking witnesses to the Faith, 
and although they, as everyone whom 
God draws into His Church, were al­
together recipients and not givers, 
yet through the same gifts of God 
they were able by the nobility of 
their characters, and the complete 
dignity of their lives, to bear 
striking testimony in favor of our 
Holy Church in which their intellects 
and profoundly religious spirits 
found peace and rest.

“I have offered the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass twice already for the re­
pose of Sir Stephen de Vere’s soul. 
He has besides, I am sure, the pray­
ers of many of the poor in Curragh- 
chase and Foynes, amongst whom he 
moved about as one of themselves.
I am confident that the clergy and 
people of your parish will never for­
get to pray for him whenever they 
assemble round the altar for Holy 
Mass in the church which is in itself 
a lasting monument of Sir Stephen’s 
great piety and zeal for the religious 
interests of the people.”
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Exceptional Inducements !

O" Boys' Clothing Dept., in id- 
dition to having been considerably I 
enlarged, has just been removed! 
from its old position on the third [ 
floor to more spacious quarters oa| 

the second. To familiarise 

customers and the public generally 1 
with this change, and to concentrate 
attention on what we deem one of I 
the best equipped depts., we have de- [ 

cided to offer, now, and during the I 
holiday season, exceptional induce- f 
ments in Boys’ Overcoats, Boys’-1 

Suits, etc. Here are three example | 
values *

Special line of Boys' Overcoats I
Full length, equal to a fur coat for 

warmth ! Good Dark Frieze mate­
rial, d. b., £ belted, high storm I
collar, good lining, ages 6 to 111 
years. very special value ■

$8.76 and $4.80

Retiring Sale.
. 'HILTON, BRUSSELS h$ TAPESTRY CANFETI, all the latest de-

..«to» and moat artlahc «flooring., at price, which have kept the Carpet Trad, 
of Montreal gneeeing for .ome time. Bxtraordlnary Bargain, in ail. WlaL ,-j 
UNION 10UARES, ia all else,, til recent importation., and in etyle, which are 
■ure to pl^to. even the moat faetidioue. Novel and exclutiv. d.eigne In

alec . meet complete line of ÇUILTI MAT­
TRESSES, BEOIINB, tic., CURTAINS, ORAFENIEI, TABU CIVENS, and ’ 
line of NOUSEBOLB F0NN1SNMBS.

MAIL ORDERS CAREFULLY ATTENDED TO.

Boys' Coats for Out door Sports
Skating, Snowshoeing, toboggan- I 

ing, etc., made from extra good j 
Boule cloth, brown and dark grey, 
reefer style, d. b., high storm col-1 
lar, good tweed lining, ages 7 to-1 
15 years, very special value...$6. 0

BOYS’ OVERCOATS,
The “Leading Style.”

Heavy All-Wool material, light | 
grey stripe, velvet collar,

s general

THOMAS L1GGET «5rSTBSSt*

fly-front,
breast pocket, ages 8 to 13 years, '

$8.60 and$9.60j

The iIHIMUimCOMPffl
2341 * 2848 St. Catherine St. |

Corner Metcalfe.
Terme Cash Tel. Up IT40
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