
named "The Great." While the secu
lar press, had made allusion to thle 
event and has referred to the influ
ence that the famous monarch had 
upon the subsequent history of Great 
Britain, we feel that the most essen
tial lessons to be drawn from the 
life of the renowned Alfred have 
been overlooked. It is quite possi
ble that had he never reigned, or 
had he net been as consummate a 
legislator and warrior as history 
tells ue he was, the Danes might 
never have been driven from the 
shores of Britain, and Denmark

if tie 
Cminf 
1 firm Itig.

Alfred's heart, and made him burn 
to do as the heroes of these stories 
had done."

HIS THIRST FOR LEARNING — 
Hearing stories and songs gave 

liiin a gbod deal of knowledge, but 
it was not enough to satisfy him. 
He wanted books; and there were 
none to be had, excepting what were 
written jn Latin. He began to trans
late pieces of Latin into Anglo-Sax
on, till he became quite master of 
the language; and then he asked the 
most learned men he! knew of in Eu
rope to come and help him to teach 
his people. The chief of those who

ie were two monks, Asser. from 
Woles, and John, from the Great 
Benedictine monastery of Corbie in 
Saxony; and Grimbald, the learned 
superior of the monastic college of

i in...... .I ■■■I St. Omen, in France. There were he-
might to-day occupy the place held sides, three or four learned Anglo-

Saxons, who came to live at the 
court; and by their help Alfred built 
schoois ajid colleges, and provided

- ' .AM*;

and ho gave the Bishop ___
the necessities of these poor
pie/'

ALFRED'S PUNCTUALITY.*— 
of the secrets of hie success was 
exactness in regard to time and ap
pointment. He invented a clock, con
sisting of a number of candles suffi
ciently long to require twenty-four 
hours to burn them. He divided his 
own day into three parts of eight 
hours each—one section of that time 
for | prayers and study, another for 
business, and a third for meals and 
sleep. When he saw that his end was 
at hand he called his rfbn Edward 
and gave him advice as to the gov
ernment of the people. He had given 
liberty to a vast number of slaves, 
and his last woçds were, 'For God's' 
love, my son, and the advantage of 
my soul, I will that they be masters 
of their own freedom and their own 
will; and in the name of the living 
God, I entreat that no man disturb 
them; and that they should be as 
free as their own thoughts to serve 
what lord they please.' "

For a thousand years has Alfred

■. ;-vrz" m

Great slept the sleep of the just; 
it the seed he had Sown took root 
id sprouted into a mighty oak, the 
arches of which extend to-day to 

four quarters of the globe. To 
can we trace the permanent es- 

lishment of the Anglo-Saxon 
■wer over Danes and all other bar

mans that threatened the civilizà- 
(pn of the country; to him can be 

traced all the great seats of learn
ing, therefore the intellectual ad
vancement of the nation; to him can 
be traced the navy that "rules the 
leaves," and, consequently, the com
mercial ubiquity of Great Dritain to
day. And he owed all to the sacred 
Mkfiuences that affected his youth. 
Had it not been for the Church and 
her teachings Alfred would never 
have been the father of "British free
dom." He was the first- to re-estab
lish the freedom of the serf, and to 
Create the foundations of schools, 
colleges, universities, the army and 
the navy. Though a thousand years 
fe*ve elapsed since Alfred paid t*e 
debt, of nature, still is he remember
ed, because of the good he did ; he 
Was truly great, both *e man and 
ae Ring.

by Great Britain in the commercial 
and political world. In fact, there is 
no possibility of surmising what 
might not have been the unfortunate 
result tçr thç civilization of the 
past thousand years, had the world 
never known an Alfred the Great. 
But, while speculation on what 
might or might not have been is 
vain, the actual facts of history 

‘must not be ignored. All that Alfred 
was of great was due to hie educa
tion,-or training: consequently, all 
the beneficial effects that his reign 
produced must be traced to the 
same source. We, therefore, prefer to 
tell the exact story of that wonder- 

„ ful reign, and to leave to specula
tive' minds to conjecture the truth 
of the lessons that are thus incul
cated. We must remark, at the out
set, that It is the thousandth anni
versary of , his death that is cele
brated, not Of his birth. He reigned 
from A. D. 871 to A. D. 901. The 
Catholic Church commemorates the 
dèath, not the birth, of a saint, be
cause the closing of this life means, 
for the saint, the beginning of his 
real life in eternity. So might we 
isay of Alfred, that the end of his 
earthly reign was the commencement 
not only of his eternal reward, but 
also ot his immortality in profane 
history.

KING ALFRED’S FAMILY. — We 
purpose dedicating a sufficient space 
to this interesting subject to enable 
us to present a full, if not a com
pletely detailed, history of the great 
monarch whose name has come down, 
to us through ten centuries on the 
wings of fame. Wo will tell that 
history in the most simple and 
act mariner possible, for it presents 
a splendid subject for the study of 
men who, in our age, would gladly 
efface from the tablets of the past 
every trace of the potent influence of 
the Catholic Church upon the gigan
tic destinies of the British Empire.

King Ethelwulf had several sons. 
Each in turn , the three elder ones 
succeeded him on the throne. They 
were Ethelbald, Ethelbert, and 
Bthelred I.; but their reigns-pre
sent nothing worthy of note, and 
they all died childless. During the 
reign of the last mentioned, the 
Danes invaded England, and the 
king's young brother Alfred fought 
all the battles against them. Finally 
at Aston, in Berkshire, he so signal
ly defeated the barbarians that for 
a long time they lcept away from the 

coast of Britain. It was right after 
this great victory of Aston that 
Ethelred died, leaving the throne of 
England to Alfred.

OF BEL* I 1 I

the same taxes as in the past, and 
if they ever enjoyed any exemption 
it is immediately withdrawn. As for
merly, should one of them when dy
ing wish to leave his estate to the 
others, he must pay the 11* per 
cent. Moreover, thenceforth the com
munity property will be reputed to 
yield 5 per cent, of the gross capi
tal, and on that created income 
they will pay 4 per cent., 220 francs. 
They will pay .40 per cent, on the 
gross value of their real estate to 
make up for the droits de mutation, 
which they nevertheless pay else
where—400 francs. They will pay on 
the same title .30 per cent, on mov
ables—80 francs. Hence, by way of 
chastisement for having pledged 
themselves to the perpetual service 
of the poor, they will pay yearly 650 
francs. If they are fortunate enough 
to Vo authorized, they will have the 
advantage of being unable to sell or 
acquire without the authorization of 
the State. And, indeed, they are 
prirtty sure of being denied the pri- 
Vilëge of accepting any legacies that 
mfght be left them."

"They will continue to* pay the 
UonS °* common lnw» nnd> in addi-

Francs.

them with books and masters. The 
King, himself, translated the Eccle
siastical History of the Venerable 
Bede, an Ancient History, the Con
solation of Philosophy by Balthius 
the Pastoral of St. Gregory the 
Great, and the Lord’s Prayer. He 
sent a copy of St. Gregory's Past- 
'bral to each of his bishops, and ask
ed them to have it chained in a con
venient place in the Church, Where 
all their priests might see and read-

ALFRED'S ERRORS .-These sim
ple and unvarnished extracts tell 
plainly the story of the influence 
that sway the mind and heart of 
the young monarch, and of the debt 
due to the Church for all the bene
fits that have flown through untold 
generations from the piety, learn
ing and zealousness of that monarch 
For a time, like David of old, Al
fred had allowed pride to overcome 
him, and he gave way to numerous 
follies; he was h&rsh and overbear
ing, especially towards his humbler 
Subjects. But, as in the case of the 
Royal Psalmist, God raised up one 
whose influence was déstined to turn 
the King's heart into its natural 
groove and to transform him from a 
thoughtless ruler to a most perfect 
model of paternal goodness. Alfred 

brother, Prince Athelston,

Selections Continued, by ** Crux.'*

had
who beco-me a hermit, and whose 
grand life of holy sacrifice comes 
down to us recorded as the career of 
Saint Neat—the name in religion, 
under which he was known. Saint 
Neat, like Nathan, rebuked Alfred, 
and predicted for him days of trial 
misery and suffering. And the predic
tion was fulfilled to the letter. 
Abandoned by his subjects, Alfred 
fled to the forests of Somersetshire, 
between the Parret and the Thqne, 

j-.Was t^ero that the well known in
cident of the neglected cakes took 
place. It was at this period, in the 
depths of his misfortunes, that he 
had the vision of St. Cuthbert, who 
promised the unhappy King that 
great successes awaited him.

ALFRED’S BOYHOOD—In order 
to understand how Alfred came, in 
after years, to become the greatest 
and wisest of all the English kinfcs, 
it is necessary that we should know 
how he was brought up. The follow
ing paragraphs We quote from one 
of the most authentic histories of 
England ever published; it is from 
the press of the famous publishers 
Burns, Oates and Company, Port- 
man street and Paternoster Row, 
London.

"His mother's name was Osburga; 
is Ethel wulf's first wife, and a

ALFRED AND THE DANES. 
Once more, and with greater force 
than ever, did the Danes wave their 
Black Raven standard over the Is
land. According to Alfred’s own 
statements. It was in consequence of 
this vision of St. Cuthbert that he 
went to the Danish camp disguised 
as a wandering minstrel, and learn
ed, from personal inspection, all the 
plans of Gothrim the Danish K|ng. 
When he had secured all the inform
ation needed he surprised the enemy 
at King Egbert's Stone, in Salwood 
Forest, where he led on his followers 
to victory. He is said to have been 
clad in a suit of armor that his dead 
brother. Saint Neat, had brought to 
his tent. It is also told that a 
stranger, in dazzling white, seized 
the standard of the Snow-white 
Horse, and conducted Alfred and his 
army to victory. At all events . the 
Danes were conquered, their power 
broken, their king was converted, 
and peace was restored—a peace that 
gavp Alfred the long.wished for op
portunity of settling down to a 
peaceful government of his kingdom

ALFRED THE LEGISLATOR. - 
Once more we quote from history :

The first thing he did was to re
establish order amongst his people. 
A number of petty magistrates had 
got power Into their hands in many 

the towns and villages, and treat, 
the people moat unjustly; taking
---- '-.in bad men who bribed

behaving tyrannically to 
The King got rid of these 

and put an end to the 
that-had existed, 

laws and so 
old Saxon 

bracelets
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Last week I gave a number of se
lections from Father Belanger^ ar
ticles. I think that he has made out, 
so far, a very strong case in favor 
of the Orders ant' against the French 
Government. But. I find that to com
plete hie arguments it is necessary 
to carefully read what he has to say 
anent unjust taxation. This system 
of taxes, applied to religious com
munities, is one of the most crying 
outrages, in the form of legalized 
robbery, that coul*k possibly be per
petrated. I do not think that any 
preface is necessary. Each of the ex
tracts selected may require a short 
word of explanation, but I purpose 
reserving all comment for the end df 
this series, when I hope to be able 
to sum up the situation in a special 
contribution. The first law under the 
lash of which the religious congrega
tions groan is the "droit d’accrois
sement," of 1884, which has been 
translated into still more iniquitous 
'Loi d'abonnement" of 1895. It 

was instituted (for both these laws 
are on the some principle), that the 
public treasury might receive the 

droit de mutation," caused by the 
death, or withdrawal of a religious. 
Father Belanger thus reasons it out.

‘Take, for instance, a congrega
tion of one hundred members, own
ing 300,000 francs. One member 
dies. There is no change in the 
work of the institution; the expenses 
and general taxation are the same; 
but therg is one less to do the work^ 
Where, then, is the gain? Is there 
not rather a loss? The cunning leg
islator maintains that there is no 
loss, and reasons after this fashion. 
A congregation owns 300,000 francs 
and we will suppose that, upon the 
death of a member, this fortune is 
divided among the others. (19) la 
not tne. share of deceased 3,000 
francs? Then let us in imagination 
turn the congregation into a moral 
person. Would it not inherit those 
8,000 francs, thus increasing its 
wealth? Consequently, should it not 
pay the heaviest inheritance tax ; 
eleven and one-half per cent.—that 
is, 345 francs, or, what would come 
a little higher, a yearly instalment 
of thirty per cent, of the gross cap
ital?"

The better to appreciate the stu
pidity’ of this reasoning, he makes 
successively the only two hypothesis 
possible; either a congregation is 
authorized, or it is not. Take, then, 
in the first place an unauthorized 
congregation.

'The State docs not recognize it,
- Hence, a member of such a congrega
tion ie just the same as other citi
zens, In order to transmit his for
tune by will, to receive a legacy, to 
buy or sell, he pays all the ordinary 
droits de mutation. But, because he 
belongs to a congregation he finds 
himself obliged to pay more than 
the ordinary taxpayer in order that 
he may leave his possessions to his 
brothers in religion. Most taxpayers 
transmit their property to their 
children or their nearest of kin, and 
these transmissions are only subject 
to a relatively light law— the aver- 

testamentary tax being estim
ated at 2.68 per cent, of the amount 
left. The religious, on the contrary, 
has as ^îeirs his brothers in the re
ligious life who are, however, not 
blood relatives, and on that occount 

invariably pay ele
ven and one-half per cent , which is 

heavy. But, to seek 
who hgs paid all hie 

included, 
a second time, 
a tax destined

Mews
in the prl- 
he has pro- 
the State
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cannot, could not, bring about any 
gain. Why? Because; according to 
law, such a one has no personal 
ownership of any of the property of 
the association. In case of dissolu
tion, the State would help itself to 
these effects or else apply them to 
other works, whereas the religious 
would not bo allowed to claim their 
share. They could not even claim 
what they themselves had given. 
Now, what does this mean unless 
that the fortune of a congregation 
belongs in no way to one of (is 
members? Hence, when dying, he 
cannot bequeath what never be
longed to him. Common sense de
cides this. To take a well known ex
ample: The assets of the association 
are.no more increased by the death 
of its members than is the domain 
of Chantilly by the demise of an ac
ademician. LTnstitut do France 
owned it beforehand and cfwns it 
afterwards. There is no change."

The following paragraph will show 
that the taxation is without found
ation, and is, therefore, purely a 
means of persecution and wilful con
fiscation :—

"To be sure, it has been objected 
that the gain consists in this, that 
the community no longer requires to 
feed the departed. But how absurd! 
A religious is not a mere tenant 
who receives his maintenance with
out making any return for it. He is 
an excellent workman who works 
much and spends little. His death 
is, therefore, not a gain but a loss 
—the more so, as the work remains 
the same and a new workman must 
be chosen, one who is, perhaps, less 
qualified to do it and less "Skilful. If 
we may be permitted a trivial com
parison, it were as reasonable to 
hold that a farmer becomes richer 
for. losing a horse. Why? Because he 
no longer needs to feed him ! ! !i"

A few examples are now given of 
the manner in which the law is ad
ministered in regard to the religious 
communities

We will simply say that, thanks 
to this stratagem, a tax of 2,280 
francs was levied upon the Sisters 
of Charity for. a so-called inherit
ance of 2,300 francs. From a con
gregation in la Gironde, the public 
treasury claimed 1,800 francs taxes 
upon an inheritance of 887 francs; 
in paillon, in the same department, 
the treasury had received 229 francs 
and 50 centimes for a pretended her
itage of 27 francs 10 centimes. Fin
ally, the Court of Charleville stupid
ly declared (July 7, 1892) that dues 
were claimed amounting to 6,000 
times tbe value of one share. The 
Cour de Cassation ended by reject
ing these foolish pretensions on the 
part of L'Enregistrement, and yet, 
Sctraordinary as it may seem, the 
administration refused to accept this 
solution. Indeed, there is no telling 
what would have happened but for 
the voice of the new law. Such ie, 
in its principal lineaments, the fiscal 
machine operated against religious, 
and wc beg-to illustrate this arid 
description with a few examples and 
comparisons. They will bring plainly 
to light the disguised confiscation

The tax of 4 per cent, on
imaginary income ... ..............

The mortmain tax on real es
tate ...........  ...............................

The tax of .30 per cent, on the 
gross value of all their pro
perty ...... ...................................

Total .......... . ........................
"We will deduct, if you wish, the 

mortmain tax, which gives them the 
right to transmit their real estate 
without paying any other droits de 
mutation. Again, in this case, they 
will pay as punishment for having 
made vows and devoted themselves 
to a life of doing good, 550 francs 
a year over and above \ordinary 
taxes. To write of these things 
seems like a dream, and yet it is a 
harsh reality. Poor, dear, honest 
Frenchmen! In what absurd Iniquity 
do you co-operate?"

Let us now take a Inst exapiple 
"Aftèr comparing the taxes paid 

by a société de rentes viagères, hav
ing ifr-oss assets amounting to 20,- 
000,000 francs, with what would be 
demanded of nil authorized congre
gation {Assessed of the sumo wealth, 
this was the result obtained. Where 
the anonymous sbeiety would pay 
14,490 francs (maximum figure), the 
congregation would pay 117,596 
francs (minimum figure) ; that is. 
more than eight times as much. Be
sides. there is a means, simple in
deed in its mathematical severity, of 
proving that the taxes levied on 
congregations are instruments of in
evitable ruin. We have seen that 
their gross assets, although in gen
eral producing nothing or almost 
nothing, would yield at most one- 
half of 1 per cent, of these gross as
sets if exploited by a skillful society 
or company wholly intent upon real
izing profits."

de soie, and carried red roses, and 
Miss K. Tracy, of Sherbrooke, and 
Miss Lilian Shea, as maids ot hon
or, one in pinv satin and the other 
in fawn color, with beautiful bou
quets. The groom was attended by 
his uncle, Mr. J. Levesque, with Mr. 
Maurice P. Shea as best man. After 
the ceremony the wedding party re
paired to thp residence of the bride's 
father, where a sumptuous "dejeu
ner" was served. The presents were 
costly and numerous, proving the 
popularity of the bride and bride
groom. Mr. and Mrs. Stanford left 
by the noon train for a trip to Que
bec and the Saguenay, and on their 
return will take up their residence at 
their new homo. 2745 St. Catherine 
street. Tho bride went away in a 
handsome blue cloth travelling suit, 
with crimson blouse and hat of blue.

ROOFERS
ASPHALTERS

Luxfer Prisms and 
Expanded Metal Work,
Hot Blast Heating, etc.

6B0. W. REID * CO.,
788-786 Oraig Street.

and violated equality of which 
gregeniatca are the victim»/'

I will have to a«k apace fqr the 
following uninterrupted statement in 
the form of examples. It closes my 
extracts for the present, and gives 
us the basis of a fearful arraign
ment of the legislators whose preju
dices set at naught any sense of jus
tice that they may ever have en-

instance, are five indt- 
smitten with love *’ 

decide towP
utVcoi

WEDDING BELLS.

On Tuesday, the 24th of Septem
ber, a pretty wedding took place at 
St. Patrick’s Church, the contract
ing parties being Miss Alice Ger
trude Slica, second daughter of Mr. 
Walter J. Shea, of Westmount, and 
Mr. J. S. Stanford, son of the late 
Mr. .1. S. Stanford. The nup
tial Mass was celebrated bv 
the Rev. Martin Callaghan, the al
tar being beautifully decorated with 
flowers and various colored lights. 
As the bride entered the church, 
supported by her father, Prof. Fow
ler, organist of St. Patrick’s, played 
"The Wedding March," by Mendels
sohn. Gounod s "Ave Maria" was 
sung by Mr. Charles Beaudoin, ' of 
Sherbrooke, who possesses a beauti
ful soprano voice. A violin solo, 
Mendelssohn's "Spring Song," with 
organ accompaniment, by Prof. St. 
John, was artistically executed, and 
Mr. Geo. Carpenter, director of St. 
Patrick’s choir, rendered in a most 
effective manner, Gounod’s "Et In- 
carnatus Est." The bride looked ex
ceedingly well in a rich gown of 
dove-colored brocaded silk with hat 
to match and carried white roses. 
She was attended by her sister, Miss 
Marian Shea, as bridesmaid, who 
wore a gown of pale blue mousseline

NSISTON HAYING

Pure Gold
Flavoring
Extracts.

THE TROE-TO-NAME KIND.
PKOT1HCK VF «UKBRC, District of 

Montreal. No. *7».
SUPERIOR COURT.

Dame Elizabeth Waddell, of the 
City and District of Mon*veal, wife 
common ns to property of Charles 
Viens, joiner, of the same place, ha* 
this day instituted an action in sep
aration as to property against her 
husband, before the Superior Court 
of this district.-

Montreal, 28rd September, 1901.
BEAUDIN, CARDINAL.

LORANGER & ST. GERMAIN.
Attorneys for Plaintiff.

SUHPHJSE SOAP 
POINTS.

A pare bard «oep 
which is economical in 
wearing qualities.

Entirely harmless to 
the bands.

Satisfactory in every 
way in results on the 
clothes. Sweet and clean, 
without damage to the 
finest fabrics.

Don’t forget that Sur
prise Soap is cheapest to
buy-

StsCnbSo* Mff. Co.,
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Handsomely bound Prnyer Books..

Neatly mounted Prayer Bead»/

Crucifixes In Metal, Pearl, Ivory, etc: 
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Medals In Gold and Silver.

STATUARY IN MEIU,
FOR TUB POCKET:
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Larger Siae, 36 cents.
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