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Ernst Haeckel, Scientist---An Appreciation

ITH ‘the death of Ernst Haeckel, we have
W the usual floed of ignorant vaporings from
the Capitalist Press. Editorial comment w henever
anything unusual happens in the se sientifie world
fllustrates the abysmal ignorance of the average
bourgeois in matters scientific. They are now_com-
miserating Haeckel on his ill fortune in not dying
four or five years ago. Then his illustrous fame
would not have been dimmed by -his action in sup-
porting the Central Powers in the recent world
madness. Of course, they cannot but admit his
gervide to seience, but unlike the true-born British
geientist. he went ‘‘further than. the facts war-
ranted.”’

Haeckel has perhaps roused the ire of the ortho-
dox mores than any scientist of the last eentury;
and his *‘Riddle of the Universe’’ created thore than
apprehension in the sheep fold of the Lord. This
was not beeause of the matter and method of treat-
s ing the subject, so much as the instantaneous popu-
larity of the work. Published in 1899, the entire

s Ql ten t,homl.nd was nold in a few months, and
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more 5o because the book contained the latest facts
“of seience, and made a deliberate attack on the
dualistic method of thought.

When in 1905 after the death of Virchow, Hae-

ekel’s great opponent, he was invited to speak in
Berlin, and delivered his three lectures entitled,

“Last Word on Evolution’’, his last of the three .

on *‘Ideas of Immortality and God,”’ caused a five-
days’ sensation. Several sentences of this lecture
sppeared to foreshadow a change in religious ideas

and the word went forth that the great German
Darwinist had returned to the orthodox fold. Such
expressions as *‘Orthodox historical Christianity is
not direetly destroyed by modern seience but by
its own learned and zealous theologians,”’ (empha-
gis original) ; ‘“Our Monistic system, ‘the conneet-
! hglinkbetmnhmonmdnhnee brings Ged
and the world into the unity in the sense that Goethe
willed, that Spinoza clearly expressed. long ago,
and Giordano Brumo had sealed with his martyr-
dom.” The econeluding sentence especially bids the
God-blighted humean: repoice: ‘‘The will of God is
at work in every falling drop of rain and every
growing erystal, mtheseentoftherooemdthe
gpirit of man.”

Small wonder the froth-fed fanaties who never
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ambiguous sentence or garbled quotation from an
eminent scientist is worth more to them than the
signs and wonders that converted Constantine of
Rome or Saul of Tarsus. No medical monk hawked
with greater glee the spurious relies of Christ and
the Madona, than does the Great Lying Press the
metaphysical madness of a lodge or a Russell.

" Haeckel was jealous of his fame as a seientist,
and unless mankind undergoes a complete change,
that peeuliar mental affliction which prompts great
men to seek renown in future ages will never suf-
fer. His tremendous labors in his special fields of
zoology and embryology will command the atten-
tion of mankind, long as the written word remains
a factor in human affairs. And outside of a few ig-
norant priests or editors, no one will ask what he
thought of the past war, or what he did during its
course. No Frenchman today remembers that
Goethe fought against France in 1792, yet what
man of France would eare to admit igonarnece of
the authorship of Faust? Nor yet could a German

confess having never heard of that monumertal
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The death of Haeckel, however, reecalls the state-
ment of his translator, J‘oupy'McCube, written in
1905: “‘For him (Haeckel) the red rays fall level
on the scene and the people about him. It may be
that they light up toe laridly, 10d falsely: the situa-
tion in Germany; but the reader will understand
how a Liberal of Haeckel’s temper must feel his
country to be between Seylla and Charybdis, be-
tween an increasingly clear alternative of Catho-
licism or Socialism, with a helmsman at the wheel
whose vagaries inspire no eonfidence.’’

And that is a maiter of 10 us.

Haeckel, as he himld:::} was ““wholly a
¢hild of the nineteenth’ eentury,” and had deter-
mined with its close to draw the line under his life’s
work. That he did not .we have: n to rejoice,
for his ‘“Wonders of Life’’ was written in the
twentieth, and his metaphysical morality regarding
the True, the Good, and the Beautiful, might charm
the hearts of a few sentimentalﬂl, but can never
bloteh his life’s work.

Far other might be said of othtr children -of the
ninetenth century; Blatehford and Hyndman, for

favorite food, saw reason for hope. Their triumph - hor. Plechanov and Kautsky

was short-lived, however; Haeckel ‘was only wax-
ing poeﬁul Amidst all the rhetoric the stern
‘faects of seience still proclaimed God to be “‘a gas-
eous vertebrate'’ and the soul ‘‘attenuated ether.”’

Hadlheekelbeendaimusafﬂn praise of a
vanishing " or its ignorant and feeble
following: he should have died in 1905, and let his
Jecture go as it locked. They would have done the
rest; Mm@ﬂdwwﬁw&diuﬂfmonwnh
mbﬁeﬂdiimdoayourorthodum! -An

well to have set a period at«

last century closed. It is said that &
birth would go far to make a man

who regard the good wishes of posterity as
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of Immortality and God,”’ partly to his (Virchow’s)
psychological metamorph'osis, and partly te politi-
cal motives. . . .”” It might interest the priests
and editors to learn that Darwin, whom they pro-
fess had true British caution and regard for truth,
said of Virchow, ‘‘his conduet is shameful and I

hope he will some day feel the shame.’” Those who'

are acquainted with Darwin’s wﬁtings will realize
how strong a censure lies in these few words.

Well then, four years after the Paris Commune,
of 1875, the Gotha Congress united the German
Socialists and in 1877 the Socialist vote in Germany
reached almost half a million. In the same year
Virchow made a bitter attack on the theory of
Evolution. deelaring that *‘Darwinism leads direet-
Iy to Socialism.”” The seientific fat was in the fire
with a‘ vengeéance, the halls and the magazines of
scierice reeked of it. Haeckel was the champion
of Darwinism. The battle raged lustily. Sehmidt
declared that Soecialists, if wise, ‘‘would do their
utmost to kill, by silent negleet, the theory of de-
scent, for that theory most emphatiecally proelaims
that the Socialist ideas are impraectical.””  Haeckel

said, “‘as a matter of faet there is no scientific doe-
“ fwine’

#penly than. the
of descent, ﬂut the equality of individuals tonrd
which Soecialism tends, is an impossibility.”” Of
eourse, Soeialists, fa¥ from taking the adviee of
these protagonists of evolution, heartily embraced,
and strongly propogated this theory which was
supposed to spell disaster to their ideas.

Then came the Anti-Secialist Laws, and in 1881,
the Soecialist vote fell to three hundred thousand.
Secience. please God, was saved, likewise Soeciety,
But Gott in Himmel, (T trust this is not treason)
1884 saw over half a million votes for Socialism, in
spite of the fact that Soecialists were outlaws. Seek-
ing no merey, this fact might, nevertheless, com-
mend itself to the police magistrates of Winnipeg,
and elsewhere for that. matter.

So Virchow cut the paintér and boldly entered
the camp of Rome. Very sad. But this vale of tears
is fnll of sadness—and Socialism. And we see that
a scientist who should be as careful of his scientific
integrity as a maiden of her ehastity, who should
follow truth, even into the Auto-da-fe, and beyond,
braving the terrors of hell and the wrath of a erazy
and jealods God, that the truth might prevail, yea,
even this man ‘‘blows now east- now south’’ as the

_Socidlist vote waxeth and waneth. But Virchow
" and Haeckel might rest in pesce. Whether the
“German Ullyssus be swallowed by Charybdis or

consumed by seylla beyond all recognition: the
power to build rests with the working millions
alone, and from their dire need will arise a new
world, in which, as with Ullystus, we shall see ﬁlt
no tunseemly idlers waste our substance and
rupt our maidens and youths, and in that 7
world. Qermany will doubtless be remembered, be-
canse Haeckel lived thére when it was so nam
Beeanse of men like him, other parts of that
world shall also be n-enbeied in the new, and
M mu “olothea biononblcnen i B
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