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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the fifth and
twentieth of each month. .

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and tgrni§hos the most
profitable, practical and reliable information for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION —S$1.00 per year in advan(t : Siiso
if in arrears ; sample copy free.  European subscriptions, 6s. 2d.,
or $1.50. New subscriptions can commence with any month.

3. ADVERTISING RATES — Single insertion, 10 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for itsdiscontinuance. All payments of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

5. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your sub-
scription is paid.

. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

o LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one side

of the paper only.

to. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.

We are always pleased to reccive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improvethe
ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not
renerally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions
sent us must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.

11. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference toany matter connected

with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any indi-
vidual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMITED),
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.
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Crop Conditions.

An unus=uaily laie sceding, followed by a cold,
wet, lingeriny June, throughout which there was
comparatively little growth, except of grass. gave
the pessimist a chan'e ty croak. July, however,
opene l, alter a few smart clearing <hhwers in the
wheat sections, warm and sunayv, anl vegetation
At this writing, grain is
advancement, and
harvest will

respon ledd with a rush
but little lehind its

with favorable weather from now on,
Reports from our correspond-
iniicate that the
The straw is not

average

be in good time
ents in alimo~t every district
crop will be a magnificent one.
as heavy as one wouid expe 't from so moist a
geaerally  speaking
to be equally

spring, and the stand s,
strong. All kinds of
good and uniform. The acrcaige inured by wet
low-lying, un-

arain seein
will be very small, only  very
drained lanls and river bo'toms being seriously
culti-
Some

affected. The hay crop is abundant. all
vated gras-es having done remarkably well
wild-hay sloughs are. of course, tlooded, and will
not be available this secason  Hail has fallen in
a few localities. 1f we get extreme heat there will
doubtless be damage done by hatl. Insurance can.
however, he obtained at reason thle cost now, and
those in  districts  subject 1o such  visitation
should protect themselves.

There has been  little

with the cool weather,

Stock have done we'l
troible from  flies, anl
abundant grass and no lack of water, cattle have
had an en,oxable scason so far. The ranze cattle
are now runing pretty freely anl o their condition
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Cultivating the Prairie Sod.
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Farm Siftings.

Those of us who take an interest in agricul-
tural education have been patien ly waiting for
the report of the Royal Commission appointed
twelve months or more ago to look into the
question of an agricultural college for Manitoba.
Probably the commissioners have been too busy
with their summer-fallows to bothers with affairs

of state. \
* e

One thing certain, there will be no Manitoba
College of Agriculture for a year or so yet.
Jetter send some of our bovs to the Ontario
varicnltural Co'leze in the mein‘ime. As that
institution 45 growing in popularity, it will he
n cessary to make application early to  onhtain

eatrance.
* ®

There have been a good manv picn‘es  this
<summer. but very few IFarmers’ Institute meetings.
The season his bheen much againit the ho'ding of
farmers’ meetings, what with the wet weather,
late seceding. bad roads and delaxed farm work
cenerally. However, let us hope the authorities
will make extra preparation for a good strong
campaign next winter. Wa want men who can
talk on subjects of interest in th» localities to
which th v are sent anl who know what they are
talking about. Send the right men and there will

be big audiences.
* ® *

Tt's time now to overhaul the bin‘ers. secure
any needed repairs, see that the canvases are
all in order. buy good quality of machine oil and
a first-class binder whip.

* *

The following item from an exchange is per-
tinent (—

“The constant buvinz of new farming imple-
ments keeps many a farmer’s nose on the grind-
<tone, an1 has sent many into bankruptcy.
Some farmers <seem to be unable to resist a
windy ageat, and buy what thev do n»>t need.
Thousands of half-worn tools are thrown aside
‘or new ones that are no better. This is one of
the greatest wastes on the farm. DBuy good im-
rlements. anl take the best of care of them. and
thev will last nearlyv a lifetime. Tt is always
bhest to bring everv implement home at night that
is usd durinr  the dav, -ant -house it if the
weather is the least suspicious. It takes but a
minute to run an implement un-der a shed, and
i a rain should come on dnrinr the nicht it will
be kept dry. Rain rusts iron and swells wood.
[Rust <oon destrovs iron and steel, especially the
threads of ho'ts anl the more delicate parts of
a machine. while th» swelline and shrinking of
wood checks and rots it. All the most <uccessinl
farmers T know most invariablv bring in the tools
at the close of the dayv’'s work. When an imple-
ment is talen anart anl storel awav for the
ceason. it chould have a new coat of paint. The
ra‘nt <hould he thinned with oil. then it can he
applied quickly.””

The Cut Arm Plowing Matc¢h.

The sccond annmal plowing match of the Stirling
Agricultural  Society  was held at Cut Arm. a
few  miles south of Saltcoats, on June 26th
Mr. and Mres. Mess. on whose farm the mateh was
plowe l, entertained the plowmen as well as those
who came to witne-s the contest. The thirteen
contestants  started «premptly  at n‘n: o'clock,
lipon the hoisting of the signal flag by the Secere-
tary. Mro Hugh Porter. (This is a point that
counld. with pro‘it, be taken fhote of by other
societies in conducting plowing matches))

The jndges were Messrs. Kavwood and  Mel-
ville, while Messrs. John Meal and Win
placed the awards on the competitions for the
prizes offered for teams, ete. In addition to the
teams. a niunber ol speciads were givea with the
ohiest of making some fun. Th» list of winuers
is eiven below :

Sangster

Plowing.—1st (cup winn't)—W. TI". Th mpson
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Rest feering—I1. Green Best finish—"1". Muir.
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Showing and Judging.

The benelits derived by breeders and manufuc-
turers from exhibiting their products. the resul:
of their enterprise and skill, at agricultural ani
industrial exhibitions, were in part set forth in
an article in oun last issue. We purpose now to,
pursue the sub’ect a little further, and to advaice
some ideas that from experience and observatior:
have occurred to us a3 being of interest to exhil-
itors and judges. Success in exhibiting live stock
depends primarily on the production or selection
of superior animals, and, secondarily, on their
proper feeding and preparalion for the show-ring.
in order that they may show for all they are
worth and make 'the best possible impression on
the eye and mind of the judge. To make the best
chowing, the special feeding and fitting should
not be limited to a short period, but had bette;
be a gradual process, so that there may be n.»
always liable to produce indi-
gestion or other ailment, and thus defeat its pur-
pose. An overfed or excessively fat animal, espe-
cially il from lack of sufficient exercise its legs
have become stocked or crooked anl its action
clumsy and awkward, almost invariably makes an
unfavorable impression on a competent judge. and
leads him to seek for something more useful look-
inz in the competing list. Heavy feeding with
heatinz, concentrated foods is liable to put on
volls of hard-feeling fat instead of an even dis-
tribution of springy flesh and the qua'ity of hide
and hair that is pliable and pleasant to handle
and is the result of the feeding of properly-bal-
anced rations of mixed grains and oil cake. This,
together with plenty of exercise, blanketing and
hand-rubbing, and the polishing of horns, where
there are such, the trimming of inequalities, and
the training to walk gracefully and stand in the
best positions, are parts of the neceded prepara-
tion that may prove to be essentials in a close
competition. DBut, back of all this, there must be
the proper type of animal in conformation and
quality to catch the trained eye of the expert
ijudge, for no matter how large nor how smooth
and well fitted the animal may be, ii it be not of
the approved type that meets the demands of
present-day markets, and if a male lack the qual-
ity known as character, which indicates probable
prepotency as a sire, or if a female fail to show
@ proper degree of femininity in head and neck
and in general appearance, its chances to win are
at once discounted. Size with quality and ap-
proved type is all right, but without these latter
qualities it may be regarded as a disadvantage ;
ind *ed, abnormal size is not desirable in either
breeding or show animals. while the happy
medium in this regard, in either meat- or milk-
producing animals or horse stock, is more likely
to please the taste of an up-to-date judge.

Wh:n it is considered, as we believe is gener-
ally admitted, that the judges by their decisions,
to a very considerable extent, set the standard
of desirable type in the various breeds and classes
of live stock, the need for care in their selection
becomes clearly apparent, as their position is one
of great responsibility, requiring a cool, clear

forcing, which is

l‘le\nl, careful consideration and discriminating
judgment. It is not the purpose of this article to

discuss the perennial question of the advantage of
cmploying one judze or more than one for a class,
though we d) not hesitate to proclaim our prefer-
cnce for the single-judge system as the one most
likely to impress a nian with a due sense of the
seriousness of his responsibility and the one most
likely to bring ahbout uniformity of type in the
various breeds, n consummation, it seems to us,
very desirable, if 1t means a uniformity of useful-
ness and excellence combined with attractiveness
Without presuming to lecture judges, we may be
Fermitted to sugcest that, from watching the
work of those otliciating, it has appeared to us
th the work is simglified and made more satis-
factory to both juduees and spectators if the ani-
mals in classes shown on the halter are passed
arount the rine ip procession, and a few of the

best drawn out. irom which the final selection of

1he N : 1 s

Lt winners is made, []1050 l)C‘lIl(_" place(l in ““.

order i s i Vo : ) .

order of the judee’s rating © and the educative
e of his work to the onlookers is enhanced hy

his placing ¢ . . :
s placing the whole class in order of merit, ac-

cording to his radeaient. By this means the dis-
t'notive type s to mark with his approval
tmay te seen in so fur as it can be shown with the
padericl at hand ond the consistency of his work

matirest




