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I ho second annual plowing match of the Stirling 
Agricull ural Society was held ai 
few miles small of Salt coats, on .1 une 12<Ath. 
Mr and Mrs. Mess, on whose farm the match was 
plowed, enter! ainod the plow men as well as those 
who came to wit.ne-s the contest. The thirteen 
contestants started .-promptly at run * o'clock, 
upon the hoisting of the signal flag by the Secre
tary. Mr 1 high Porter. (This is a point that 
could, with pro it , he taken hote of by other 
societies in conducting plowing matches.)

The judges were Messrs. Kay wood and Mel- 
viHe. while Messrs. John Meal and Wm. Sangst 
placed the awards on the competitions for the 
priz.es offered for teams, etc. In addition to t lie 
tea.ms. a number of specials were given with the 
object of making some fun. Th> list of winners 
is given below :
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1 lie Cut Arm Plowing Match.

The following item from an exchange is per
tinent : —

“The constant buying of nexv farming imple
ments keeps many a farmer’s nose on the grind
stone. and has sent many into bankruptcy. 
Some farmers seem to be unable to resist a 
windy agent, and buy' what they do nit need. 
Thousands of half-worn tools are tlvoxvn aside 
’or new ones that are 110 better. This is one of 
the greatest wastes on the farm. Buy good im
plements. and take the best of care of them, and 
they will last nearly a lifetime. It. is always 
hi sf to bring every implement home at night that 
is ns ad durng the daxq and—-house it if- the
weather is the least suspicious. It takes but a 
minute to run an implement under a shed, and 
if a rain should come on durin : the night it. will 
be kept dry. Haiti rusts iron anti swells wood. 
Bust, so on destrox s iron and steel, especially the 
threads of ho’ts an 1 the more delicate parts of 
a machine, while th' swelling and shrinking of 
wood checks and rots it. All the most successful 
farmers 1 kn iw most invariably bring in the tools 
at the close or the dayr’s work XVhen an imple- 

art an 1 stored away for the 
have a new coat of paint . The 

pa:n* should be thinned with oil. then it can he 
applied quickly'.”
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Crop Conditions.—
An unusually late seeding, followed by a cold, 

wet. lingering .lune, throughout which there was 
comparatively little growth, except of grass, gave 
the pessimist a chan e 11 c oak. July, however, 
openel, after a few smart clearing shivers in the 
wheat sections, warm and sun iy, an 1 vegetation

At this writing, grain is 
advancement, and 

with favorable Weather from n iw on, harvest will 
be in good time. Reports from our correspond
ents in almo-t every district in iicate th it the 
crop will be a magnificent one. I lie straw is not 
as heavy ils one would expe l from so moist a 
spring, and the stand is, geavrally speaking, 
strong. All kinds of grain seem to he equally 
good and uniform. The acre ige in ured by wet 
will lie very small, only very low-lying, un
drained lan Is and river bo' toms being seriously 
alTected. The hay crop is abundant, all culti
vated grassex h iving done remarkably veil Some 
wild-hay sloughs arc of course, Hooded, and will 
not tie available this season 
a few localities. If we get extreme heat there will 
doubtless be damage d me by had Insurance can. 
hovo-er, be obtained at veiv-on iblv ro-t n ixv, and 
those in districts subject to such visitation 
should protect themselves.
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littleStock have done we 1 There li is been 
trouble from Hies, tin i with the cool weather, 
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Farm Siftines.
Those of us who take an interest in agricul

tural education have been pat i en ly waiting for 
the report of the Royal Commission appointed 

twelve months or more ago 
question of an agricultural college for Manitoba. 
Probably the commissioners hax-e been too busy 
with their summer-fallows to bother with affairs 

of state. i

to look into the

* * *

One thing certain, there will be no Manitoba
so yet. 

boys to the Ontario 
that

College of Agriculture for a year or 
Bettor send some of our 
Agricultural Co’lege in the meantime. As 
institution growing in popularity, it will he 
n cessary to make application early to obtain
entrance.

There have been a good mane picn cs this 
summer, but very few Farmers’ Institute meetings. 
The season h is been much again-t the ho'ding of 
farmers' meetings, what with the wet weather, 
late seeding, had roads and delayed farm t\;ork 
generally. However, let us hope the authorities 
will make extra preparation for a good strong 
campaign next winter. \Vq want men who can 
talk on subjects of interest in thy localities to 
vliieh 1 h \v are sent an 1 xvho know xvhat they' are 
talking about. Send the right men and there will 
lie big audiences.

It’s time now to overhaul the binders, secure 
any needed repairs, see that t lie canvases are 
all in order, buy good quality of machine oil and 
a first-class binder whip.

» # *

Showing and Judging.
The benefits derived by breeders and manufac

turers from exhibiting their products, the result, 
of their enterprise and skill, at agricultural and 
industrial exhibitions, were in part set forth in 
an article in oui) last issue. We purpose now to 
pursue the subject a little further, and to advance 
some ideas that from experience and observation 
have occurred to us as being of interest to exhib
itors and judges. Success in exhibiting live stock 
depends primarily on the production or selection 
of superior animals, and, secondarily, on 
proper feeding and preparation for the show-ring, 
in order that they may show for all they 
worth and make 'the best possible impression 
the eye and mind of the judge. To make the best 
showing, the special feeding and fitting should 
not be limited to a short period, but had better 
be a gradual process, so that there may be n > 
forcing, which is always liable to produce indi
gestion or other ailment, and thus defeat its pur
pose. An overfed or excessively' fat animal, espe
cially if from lack of sufficient exercise its legs 
have become stocked or crooked an 1 its action 
clumsy and awkward, almost invariably makes 
unfavorable impression on a competent judge, and 
leads him to seek for something more useful look
ing in the competing list. Heavy feeding with 
heating, concentrated foods is liable to put 
rolls of hard-feeling fat instead of an even dis
tribution of springy flesh and the qua’ity of hide 
and hair that is pliable and pleasant to handle 
and is the result of the feeding of properly-bal
anced rations of mixed grains and oil cake. This, 
together with plenty of exercise, blanketing and 
hand-rubbing, and the polishing of horns, where 
there are such, the trimming of inequalities, and 
the training to walk gracefully and stand in the 
best positions, are parts of the needed prepara
tion that may prove to be essentials in a close 
competition. But, back of all this, there must be 
the proper type of animal in conformation and 
quality to catch the trained eye of the expert 
judge, for no matter how large nor how smooth 
and well fitted the animal may be, if it be not of 
the approved type that meets the demands of 
present-day markets, and if a male lack the qual
ity knoxvn as character, which indicates probable 
prepotency as a sire, or if a female fail to show 
a proper degree of femininity in head and nock 
and in general appearance, its chances to win are 
at once discounted. Size with quality and ap
proved type is all right, but without these latter

their

art-
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qualities it may be regarded as a disadvantage ; 
indeed, abnormal size is not desirable in either 
breeding or shoxv animals. while the happy' 
medium in this regard, in either meat- or milk- 
producing animals or horse stock, is more likely 
to please the taste of an up-to-date judge.

When it is considered, as we beliex'e is gener
ally admitted, that the judges by their decisions, 
to a very considerable extent, set the standard 
of desirable type in the xarious breeds and classes 
of live stock, the need for care in their selection 
becomes clearly ajqiarent, as their position is one
of great responsibility, requiring a cool, clear

careful consideration and discriminating 
judgment. It is not the purpose of this article to 
discuss the perennial question of the advantage of 
employing one judge or more than one for a class, 
though we d i not hesitate to proclaim our prefer
ence

head,

for the single-judge system as the one most 
likely to imp re 
seriousness of his responsibility and the one most 
likely to bring about uniformity of type in the 
xarious breeds,

a map with a due sense of thess

a consummation, it seems to us. 
xeiy desirable, if it meajis a uniformity of useful
ness and excellence combined with attractiveness 
M ithout presuming to lecture judges, we may be 
permitted to suggest that, from watching the 
"ork of those olliciating, it has appeared to us 
that the work is simplified anci made more satis- 

iact ory to both judges and spectators if the ani
mals in classes shown on the halter are passed 
around the ring in procession, and a few of the 
bust drawn out. irom which the final selection of 
the winners is made, these being placed in the 
order of the judge's rating : 
value

and the educative
his "ork to the on'ookers is enhanced by 

HR placing thr whole class in order of merit, 
lording to his pule,lient.

ol

ac-
By this means the dis- 

auns to mark with his approval 
e seen in so far as it can be shoxvn with the 

ma.en. ! at hand and t lie con -istency of his work 
re ma :e manifv.-1
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