Tomato Seed Selection.

Will you, through your valuable paper, give me

your advice as to which you consider the best
method of saving tomato seed. I used to buy
my seed, and sometimes was disappointed. In-
stead of getting what I asked for, 1 got a differ-

ent kind altogether. I usually raise two or three
kinds. Some Kinds come up tine ; another Kind
in the same hotbed, only half the seed would come
up, so 1 decided to select my own seed. 1 tried
this, with good success ; my own seed came up
in shorter time, and thicker than any seed 1 ever
bought. When there are about twenty bushels
of ripe tomatoes to the acre I generally take half
a day and go over a three or four-acre field and
select ten bushels tomatoes from the stronger and
healthier plants, and take my seed from these to-
matoes. I would like to know whether I am on
the right track, or not, if I can keep on selecting
my seed from the same tomatoes, with good suc-
cess ? My ideas is this : When I select my own
seed, 1 take the best fruit I got; when I buy the
seed, 1 think they take the fruit just as it comes.
good and poor, because I never bought seed with-
out having false plants in it. This is my twelve
vears’ experience, with about 15 acres a year.
I. 1.

Ans.—The matter of sclecting tomato seced is
dealt with in Bulletin 196 of the Ontario Depart-
ment of Agriculture, entitled, ‘‘ Tomatoes,”” by
A. G. Turney. Most of the commercial seed used

in Canada is imported from the United States.
With regard to individuals selecting their own
seed, Mr. Turney says :

The advisability of the grower selecting his
own seed is perhahs questionable. A. W. Living-
stone and W. J. Green are decidedly against this
practice, their chief reason being that, while the

grower may be able to select as good seed as the
professional seed-grower, yet the amount of seed
which he uses is so small that the expense he
would incur in producing it himself would be much
greater than if he were to buy the very best se-
lected seed from reputed  seed tirms. Notwith-
standing this opinion, I believe that more of the
seed used in this country should be grown here,
and that a standard and well-carried-out system
of straight seed selection among farmers is highly
desirable, and would materially increase the aver-
age yield and profit. The seed selection which is
al present carried on 1o some extent is, with very
few exceptions, far from what it should be. Some
few growers will drive up to the canning factory

and select for seed purposes individual tomatoes
fromn the crates standing on the platform, with-
out ever seeing the plants they were grown on.

Others will select the smoothest, most uniform,
and best ripened fruits in their fields, without re-
gard to the plants they grow
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

ter vou can; place the seed in a towel and press
out the surplus water; they are then ready to
spread out in the sun or some-warin place to dry.
Stir them up occasionally until they are thor-
oughly dried. In putting them away, see that
they are in a safe place from mice. I.abel the

seed plainly, recording the day of the month and

the year when it was saved, and, moreover, keep

“the seed from each plant entirely separate.

Supposing that five plants were selected.  The
following spring, the young plants raised from the
seed thus saved should be set out on a well-pre
pared piece of ground, kept entirely separate from
the main crop, taking care to keep the progeny ol

each plant separate and to set it in separate
blocks. [Label these blocks plainly, and as the
plants grow compare them with the original
plant from which they come, and with the type
in view. Select  that block in  which all the
plants come nearest to the desired type, and
which show the least variation. I'rom that block

the best plants are selected, discarding for further
seiection purposges all the other plants in the
whole breeding patch. Such a f selection
should not be hard to carry out, and, if judicious-
Iy and carefully done, should in from three to
five years result in strains of greatly supe-
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rior and better adapted to one's own conditions
than any which it is possible to purchase. The
seed from the discarded plants may be used for

the main crop, as it will be of a nature
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How to Grow Good Strawberries.
Editor ** The Farmer's

In ““ The Farmer's Advocate "' of April 4th,
I.. M. inquired about strawberry culture. The
editor gave some good advice on the subject. but
perhaps a little more from one who has had con-

Advocate '

siderable experience in growing this crop would
not come aniiss.
In preparing for a strawberry patch, try to

arrange to have them on nice, loamy ground, as

free from weeds as possible. A plot on which
potatoes have been cultivated is an ideal spot,
for the frequent cultivating required to raise a
good crop of potatoes will have worked the
ground into a fine tilth—one of the main factors
in growing a good crop of strawberries. 1t should
have bheen top-dressed heavily with good stable
manure in the fall for best results, but if this has
not already been done, do it now, and disk it
well into the ground, then harrow well. You
cannot cultivate nor fertilize a strawberry patch
too much, and no crop gives better returns for
the amount of labor spent on it.

Get good strong plants for the first setting,
and get them as near hand as possible. Plants
sent by express from a long distance seldom do
well, I tried getting them from a distance twice,

planted them under ideal conditions, and lost the
most of them I finallv got them from a near
by nursery, and did not lose a plant, and now
have more than I nee:l. After T had thoroughly

pulverized the soil, T took stakes and placed them

about three and a half feet apart, leaving
cnovteh room bhetween the rows for the cultivator
to run. [‘'rom each stake T ran a line to the one
it the opposite end of the row, and at intervals
ol every two feet alone the rows 1 formed with
my hands little mounds, havine the top of the
mound, which  should be ahout four inches in
diameter at the base, just below the level of the
sirrounding ground. I then took the plants and
carefully placed the roots all aronnd down the
sides of the mounds, havineg the crowns of  the
plants on the middle of the ton I then sifted
the soil in carefnlly, without too anach  pressire,
and taking care that no soil lodeed on the erown
ol the plant This method of plantine is some
what tedious at first, but it pavs in the  end
Growth will commence almos<t immediately i the
weather s favorahle
Noomatter how the plantine is done, the eronnd
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take often made to wait until the ground is hard
and the weeds well started. How often to hoe
or cultivate the ground will have to be deter-
mined by the conditions, as there can be no fixed
rule. I cultivate part of mine with the hoe at
least once a week, and every time the potatoes
are cultivated the horse cultivator is run
through the berry patch, as well.  The applica-
tion ol the principle of Keeping the soil loose on
top and moist below, is the best guide. The
same applies laraely to the time to stop in late
summer or fall.

the
prompt

The snceess of

depends on

whole eflort to grow herrieg
faithful work during the
Next vear's berry crop will he
largely in proportion to the work done this year.
It may seem to be a simple thing to cultivate g
berry patch, and so it is if one has the right idey
of what is tillage and is willing to do the
vork thoroughly ;  but, unfortunately, there
many who lack in these two principles.

[ think, the whole, the matted-row system
is the best, and the first vear's plants should have
the runners and blossoms all clipped off until late
in the summer, when runners may be allowed to
crow to form plants for next yvear’s setting. 1
set plants every spring, and have three plots. TIn
the first are the young plants, then the year-old
and finally the two-year-old ones. At the
end of the second year’s fruiting for each patch,
I have that patch plowed up and prepared for the
lot of young plants. By following this
method, T have a continuous crop of herries.

and

LUOoWINE SedsSon.

aood

are

on

ones,

next

Immediately after the fruiting season I have
the mower run over the patch, and all the old
leaves and any stray weeds cut off.  These [ rake
ol and burn. Why this cutting off of the old

leaves should be done is more than I know, but I
do know that, since adopting the practice, which
I lcarned from a friend who is an adept at straw-
berry culture, T have had my

strawberry  crop

nearly doubled on the same amount of land.
After the cultivator has run over the patch
for the last time, I have a small quantity of
straw strewn between rows. This conserves the
moisture, and helps in a degree to check  weed
growth. In the second year’s fruiting patch I
very often let this straw remain and take the
place of cultivation ; but, for the young plants
and first-year fruit-bearers nothing is equivalent
to cultivation. In the fall, after the first snow,

I have straw scattered lightly over the plants to
prevent exposure to heavy frost.
moved as early as possible in the
usually burned.

With regard to the kind to plant, the
mentioned several excellent varieties. [ myself
have Bederwood and Family IFavorite, both of
which are first-class fruiters, the last named ripen-
ing in advance, and having the advantage

This is
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editor

over
those plants which do not bear perfect flowers.
Splendid and Williams, both mentioned by the
editor, are both perfect, and can be |>Iunl;w] by
themselves. Quite a large number of others sent

out by

nurseries are not perfect, and require to
be planted along with another variety. I would
advise 1.0 M. to write or go to his nearest nur-
sery, deseribe location., kind of soil, and the use
for which he wants herries—that is, home or mar-
ket gardening—and let the nurseryvman decide for
him, as to which kind of plants would be most

siwitable for his location and ground.
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Cutworms.

Fomatoes, cabbaee, swoeet potatoes and other

vegetables and garden plant

and especially those
which

%

are started under elass and transplanted,
are subject to serious injury by cutworms. They
appear sometinmes i ogrenat numbers in .\'pr’inq‘ IlH‘(l
carly summer, and frequently do severe Injury he-
fore their ravages are noticed. The method uf‘
attack is to ent ofl the yvoune plants at about the =
surface of the ground, and as these insects are of
I:|-1'w- size and voracious feeders, they are capable
of destroyving many plants in a s‘ll'@'lv night, fre-
quently more than they can devour. During the
past two vears, these insectg, working m*n«"l‘ull\
throughout the United States, destroyed hundreds

ol thousands of dollars’ worth of Crops.

By the
timely application of

remedies, however, it

was

wif‘lHulmH:th‘tl by the Department of Agriculture,
through field agents and others of the Bureau of
Entomology encaged 1 the Investigation of in
SECLS ngurions to truck crops and sugar heets in

soe ol the principal trucking regions, notably in

tlewater Virginia, in Southern Texas, in the
vicmity of Rockhy Ford, Colo.; in Southern Cali-
foruia; 1n the ety of SRacramento, Cal.:  in
Stark Connty, Ind., and in some other recions that
Fhese insects can bhe readily controlled, large areas
] T neces<sfulls treated The usual method of

Mmtrol is by the use of poisoned haits.

Tale o hashel of dey bean, add 1 pound of
Frisqi or Paric oreen, and iy it throughly in-
St tsh with R eallons of water. in which has

vitved Wl oa eallon of sorchum or other
] ¢ \fte the mach hag stood sever-
! trer at in limps of about the size of
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