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systew, it is quite clear, could the Dominion
have becn founded. It is well that this impor-
tant faet should be borne in mind, not only by
the Provineial authorities who are empowered
to enact and administer Provincial laws, but
also by the Dominion authorities, when they
are ecalled upon to deal with questions that
have both Dominion and Provincial — sides.
Sueh a question; one can casily sce, is that of
the, prohibition of the liquor traftic,

This is one of the subjeets coneerning whieh
the Fathers of Confederation were not able to
see clearly ahead. The constitution, as they
preparved it Telt the question ina state ol con-
Fasion, which cansed neh frouble and lHtica-
tion. and contributed mueh prolit to the nu-
werons memhers ol the legal profession who
Front time {o thme were called upon fo advise
as 1o what the law really meant.  The consti-
fition (seetion 920 vave to the Provineial lie-
vistatures the exclusive  powert to make laws
respecting **Shop, saloon, tavern, auctioneer
and other liecenses, in order to the raising of a
yevene  tor o Provineial, local or Municipal
purposes.” Howas elaimed for some time that
the Provinees could, under this  section, by
yelusing to vrant licenses, stop the liguor traf-
Fie entirely.  But another part of the constitu-
fion (see. 91)«wave to the Dominion Parlia-
ment the exelusive power to make laws for
e veculation of frade and commeree.”" Af-
ter Jong years of litigation the decisions of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Couneil, which
have the foree of law, held that fhe Provinees
conld make Jaws respecting the vetail Jiquor
trade, and could enact prohibition so far as
the sale of Tguor at retail was concerned, hut
that the manulacture and importation of li-
quor, and the sale of it to parties beyond the
Provinee, were matters ol trade and commerce,
which could he dealt with by the Dominion
Partiment only. The power ol the Dominion
1o prohibit, wenerally or inany portion of the

conntry, was declared, Thus the Seott Net, a

focal option measure, was upheld. Bt the
power ol the Local  Legistature 1o prohibit
wis held to he restricted, as helore men-
HHII!'I!,

The preohibition movenent. which had heen
crowine cven hefore the war, has undoubted
by received o great impulse Trom the wane It
is donbtiul ar this s |n||'l.i-~1|l:||'|_\ due to the
avitation of prohibition organizations. 1t is
Father the onteome ot the more serious thought
and the demand tor threift that the war  has
hrougeht about. A wreat many people who
miecht have heen ealled moderate drinkers, or
occasional drinkers, and who eertainly have
not heen identified  with prohibition move-
ments, have come to the conelusion that the
nse of Liquors, 1 not harmlul, as many con-
tend, is at least unnecessary and wasteful, and
therefore they have  joined their  voices to
those which have Jong advocated prohibition.

Prince Edward Island has had prohibition
for several vears, so far as Provineial author-
ity could establish it. How far it has proved
effoctive in suppressing the tratlie is one of
the «uestions on whieh there is much contliet
of opinion.  The three praivie Provinees, Mani-
toba, Saskatehewan and Alberta, either have
prohibition now or are about fo, come under
the operation  of prohibitory laws. Nova
Seotia, which for a long time has had prohibi-
fion in the greater part of the Provinee, has
just passed in its House of Assembly a mea-
gure to make the law general. New Bruns-
wick is moving in the same direction.  The
Ontario Legislature, it is now ecertain, will
during the present session, enact a prohibi-
tory law, the only point in doubt being whe-
ther the measure shall take cffect in the usual
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way, or be subject to a referertdum. , British
Columbia has developed quite a strong prohi-
bition movement. Quebeec has made no move,
but Quebee is known to be a temperate Prov-
inee, and Quebec members at Ottawa have tes-
tified that the cause of prohibition has made
great gains in the Province.

There is thus a very widespread manifesta-
fion of the growth of the prohibition move-
ment.  Nevertheless, there is mueh foree in
the contention of many members that there

has not yet come such a general state of fa-

vorable publie opinion as would demand and
uphold a Dominion wide prohibitory law. This
heing the case, there is wisdom in the proposal
that, for the present, the Dominion Parliament
=hould he content to pass such measures as
will supplement and support the laws of those
Provinees in which opinion has declared itself
emphatically by the adoption of prohibitory
Jegislation.  One of the arguments advaveed
in support of a Dominion prohibitory law is
the fact that, owing to the eonstitutional limi-
tations upon the power of the Local Legisla-
fures, the measures adopted by the latter prove
{o some extent ineffective, inasmueh as, while
the Provineial law prohibits the sale of the li-
quor, the Dominion law allows the manulae-
ture and importation of it. A request that
the Dominion power shall be used to make
wood this defect can bhe urged with mueh rea-
son. If we correetly understand what is now
proposed at Ottawa, it is that an Act shall be
passed providing that wherever the Legisla-
fure of a Provinee has enacted a prohibitory
Jaw to the extent of its constitutional powers,
then in such Provinee the Federal power shall
he used to malke the prohibition complete,

Thus the powers of the Dominion and
Provineial  Pavhaments  will - be made  to
work together, to establish such a complete
prohibition  as  has  not  hitherto  been
Found  practicable.  Sueh  legislation  will,
in principle, he an application on a .wider
scale of the Scott Act.  That Aet provided
for prohibition in a limited arca when the peo-
ple by a direct voie asked for it. The legisla-
tion about to bhe enacted at Ottawa will pro-
vide for prohibition in a Province whenever
the Provineial Legislature ask for if.

Two Kingston Men

T is surprising to findso able a member as Mr.
Nickle, of Kingston, ¢laiming iv the House
of Commons that the taxation sy m of the
yeeent budget “‘is praetically an meome tax
and faxes the man who can pay.”” The scheme
cer{ainly does tax many who can afford to pay,
and if others who are equally able, perbaps
better able to pay, are also taxed there will be
no room for complaint. But does the system
work out fairly? Take two Kingston men for
illustration,  One with moderate capital, but
with much courage and enterprise, with a
desire to do something to help in making King-
“ton a busy eommunity, puts his money into
the Kingston Locomotive Works. The budget
pounces on him for one-fourth of any earnings
above seven per cent. His next door neighbor,
a worthy soul in his own way, with much capi-
tal, but not willing to take business risks and
content that Kingston should be a humdrum
place, puts his money into mortgages, or per-
haps American railway bonds, which yield him
a liberal interest. The budget leaves him un-
touched. This is a Teature of the seheme which
seems unfair. It distinétly_pena]ized industry
and cnterprise,

| Trﬁde ‘With France

HE desirability of encouraging trade with

France was fully reeognized a few years
ago, when a very comprehensive, commereial
treaty was negotiated by Canadian Ministers
with the French Government. Further efforts in
that direction are now pmpdsed as a result of
the recent visit to Canada and the United
States of a delegation from the Freneh Gov-
ernment, having for its objeet the extension
of French trade after the war. The Canadian
Government has decided to send a d'.elega.tion
to France and it is proposed that the Manufac-
turers’ Association and other commercial bod-

ies shall send representatives to join the dele-

cation. The movement is an excellent one. It

is much too soon to reach conclusions as to
what particular lines our, commereial policy
shall follow after the war, but it ts not too soon
to make such investications and have such ex-
changes of opinions as may he brought ahout
by the proposed visit to Franee,

Free Rioting in Toronto

I1E soldiers who have been engaging in dis-

orderly conduet in London, Ont., Berlin,
Ont., and Calgary, Alta., have made mistakes in
the seleetion of their ground. They should en-
deavor to arrange for transfer to the battalions
that are wintering in the chief city of On-
tario. There, under the friendly eye of the
callant Colonel Dennison, who presides over
the Toronto Police Court, their riotous pro-
ceedings are likely to be appreciated. Indeed,
if they make their assaults upon law-abiding
citizens  particularly  prominent, they may

-hope not only for kindly approval, but even ~

for special recognition, perhaps in the form
of riotous conduct medals, to the cost of -which
their comrades will he advised’ to contribute.

There was a ercat demonstration in Toronto
a lew days ago i favor of the prohibition of
the Hguor traffie. It was Provineial in its
character, the riends of the movement from
all over the Provinee coming to Toronto to
join in the procession which, with banners fly-
ing, marched through the streets. The proees-
sion was attacked and its banners torn by a
mab which included a number of soldiers. One
of the soldiers was arrested and brought bhe-
fore the Police Court. Lle admitted his of-
fenee, pleading “‘enilty™'; but  immediately
the colonel of his hattalion, who happened to

be a member of the legal profession, ehanged

the plea to “‘not cuilty.”” There did not scem

to be any dispute as to the facts. A poliee in-

speetor testified that he had seen the aceused

“more than a dozen thmes, tearing banners.”’

The Telegram report continues:
“There was no evidenee for the defenee.

““*This boy shouldn’t get all the blame,’
satd Colonel Denison. “IIe'll be fined $1
and costs.  The rest of the Dbattalion
should hufp to pay hi§ fine. It was very
foolish sending that procession up Univer-
sity ave.’

“CUPhe students throw stones at the sol-
diers every day,”’ said Col. Leviseonte.
“They tell them how ecasy it is to get a
free cap.’

“““Young nicn not in khaki ought not
‘to go up University avenue newadays.
Cowards should take the back lames,” re-
marked Crown Attorney Corley.
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