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THE WHITE AND BLUE. 3

NEWS ITEMS.

ProFESSOK GOLOWIN SMITH was a* bystander” at
the football mateh this afternoon,

Masy inquiries were made after the young man
who was responsible for the proy mes which
stionld have been distributed at the meeting last
night

I is said that Mr. | M. Gioson, M. I P, an old
member, will be asked to address the Society
duning the approaching session of the Ontario
Assembl

A S Science man asked a medical at the
foothall march it was the medicals were
drmking out of a bottle that one of their partizans
carriet, and was told that it was Don water

I'ire latest rumour - that the College Couneil in-
tend asking the Government to give them the
waterial in the old stone asy lam in the park, and a
sum of woney to reetect it as a student ball in the
vear of tne Coll

T'ug freshmen are backward in *getting up’ in
the Society.  They should be heand oftener, am
o every debate there should at least be one junior
It s only by beginning early that
sing sach mectings

on either side
ase iy acquired i adde

Fuw subject for dobate at the mecting of the
S ty Fruday might is: Does poetry decline as
wion advances?  The discussion is to be an
u one—anyone has the privilege of speaking to
the question, The open debates of last winter were

amoiigg tie best of session

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC
SOCIETY.

™

The pubhic meeting on Friday night was a great

The snaugural address of Me. Vander |
Suissen, the President, was a good one, and the

debute much above the average.  The old lecture.

oo of Professor Croft was crowded, a good part

of the andience being composed of ladies. M,
Mirad Bfker, M. A, occupied the chair, Professor

Croft not being able 1o attend

SHOw i,

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS,
e president began by quoting the following
specch whioh he had once heard delivered by a
genteman of benevolent conntenance and gold
ramed spectacles, like Pickwick tuined Scotch-
- *Its weel known, Mr. Chairman, to be a
gidin principle o humanjactions, that no wman ever
dinws @ penny to gae oot o' his pockets, unless he
hedequate  returrm (Laughter)
\cting on this ‘gmidin’ principle’ he proposed o
shoy what returns the members of this society
might expect ‘
The advantages which the saciety offered to its
members, might be classed nader the following
heads: those resalting from practise in the dis
cussion of business sccording 1o established rules
of order, from practice in the writing of correct and
clegant English, trom pul reading and public
speaking, and lastly those resulting from social -
tercourse and the creation of esprid de corps. We
formed a part of (he at Knghish-speaking nation ;
and as public meetings of all kinds were a
charactenistic feature o every  English speak
iny mmunity, avy one of us was lable to be
called on to take some part in public meetings for
deltberative purposes; and one of the aims of this
soviely was to supply such training to s members,
that their part need not be a discreditable or even
subordinate one.  The art of correct and elegant
composition, in which it might emphatically be
saul there was no royal road to perfection, had
advantages i itseli so manifest that no words were
needed toset them forth; its applicability to other
purposes would be referred to below, 1t was not,
serhaps, greatly 1o our credit that so little had
weent accomplished by ours, a professedly Literary
Soviety, It was not surprising that the society did
not abwnnd in gracelul and pleasing clocutiomsts,
becanse elocution was an art in itselfl not 1o be

Capees some

acqnived by theoretical disquisitions, but requiring 1 pure and choice English in the translation of such
mstant teaching and supervision of an expert | ancient and foreign classics as are prescribed in the
A COurs raining for which members had not [curricnlum.  The last vice of diction referred to
time to spat with a corviculum that demanded | was that  of affectation—affectation of wit, of
such close study as ours (applause). The plan |learning, of superior excellence, and finally of
hitherto yursln'li of engaging a professional elo- | pathos and enthusiasm. He would urge on
cutionist had not proved very successful, and the | young speakers to be wary of the too common
president suggested that the society might do well | desire of makmg their hearers laugh,  Laughter
in securing the services of such a professional man | was casy to excite, but it was not always given to
to attend all ordinary meetings and act as eritic on | the funny man to discern whether the features of
the rhetorical and elecationary portions of the de- | the aud ence were moved to risibility by the
batesand readings. Public speaking, however, had al- | speaker's wit or at his foolishness, No weapon was
ways been regarded as the chiel object of thissociety, ] more r»w.:rful than sarcasm, but if clumsily
and it was here accordingly we had attained our | wielded it was like a boomerang which very
greatest success.  To show that this success had | often refused its office and recoiled on the user.
not, in many cases at least, been only tempor- | Then there was the atfectation of superior knowledge
ary, the society was able to poiat to the names of | shown principally in the extensive use of technical
f members of this society who | terms, and displayed most frequently in this society
occupied at 0t promiment positions 1 the | by honor men in metaphysics (loud langhter)—who
pulpit, in the legislatures, on the beneh and  fung about with profusion such words as appercep-
at the bar. (Applanse ) 1t was not necessary to | tion, conditionation and the rest of that sort of
d at any great length i justification of what | jargon, and who seemed to take delight in the g
would be readily admitted to be not only a highly | gnerance of their audience (loud laughter),
agreeable but an exceedingly useful accomphish- | all forms of affectation the only remedy was co
ment.  Many elaborate treatises were to be }nun‘l Mon se Theforms of affectation abor
devoted to the subject, and  containing general | wore merely against good taste, but there we
rales for the guidance of young speakers in the forms such as aflectation of pathos or an enthusi-
preparation of their speeches, and the essayist | asm not  felt, which were offences  against
would only ofter a few remarks respecting rather  honesty False pathos and false enthusiasm
the omtward form than the inner contents of were usually their own Nemesis; like falsehood
specches, respecting thetoric vather than logic. i all its forins, they generally end in bathos and
The matter of a speech was of course of supertor | excite ridicule.  The speaker then alluded briefly
importance, but, at the same time, when you had [ to the vices of enunciation or delivery, which in-
anything to say yon shoulll know how to say it.  cluded i its widest sense pronunciation, accentus
You must know how to communicate it to ation, modulation of the voice and gesture, and
others, not onty forcibly, to command respect, but | gave striking examples of how good taste was apt
agreeably, to command attention,  Without this | to be offended in all these particulars, Having
you could not hope to attain Cicero's ideal of the | referred to the practical advantages derived from
optimus orator’ as one *qui animos audientium ¢! | the society, the speaker touched upon some of the
et, et defectat et permovet.  (Loud applause by | benefits avising from  social intercourse.  They
the freshmen ) ~The faultsof young speakers were | were two-fold and derived partly from the training
either faults of diction or of enunciation and deli- | given by the society in habits of tolerance toward
cacy,  Of diction, the principal faults were inele- | those incongenial to us, and partly from the opportu.
gance, obscurity and afiectation.  None of these nities e offered of cementing friendships with
faults were unknown to our society,  Were they | such of our fellows as were congenial tous.  Rivalry
even uncommon ?  How often did we hear some | of course must exist, but it would be theirendeavour
enthosiastic debater asserting that he had with | to admit of nothing but a noble rivalry in promot-
pleasure drank in the eloquence of his friend ; that | ing the common welfare.  The society was an excel-
it did not lay with the gentlemen  opposite to lent school for getting rvid of self-conceit, with which
deny these facts, and other expressions of a similar | the fresh triculant was bountifully endowed,
character 2 Another will inne cently remark * These | and which, though sensibly diminished by the end
sort of things, Mr. Chairman, is always to be|of the first academic year would be apt to break
avoided.  (Langhter), Other faults wel lout again in new forms, were 1t not for the whole-
times he which should ‘never proceed from | somecheck applied by the public criticism of fellow
the month of any educated gentleman, ¢ g, words  members, A much greater and undoubtedly a
like ‘tremenduous,” or monstrous word forma.  much pleasanter advantage conferred by the Society
tions.  The remedy for these vices 15 the | was the abundant nrpﬂnumlluu itafforded students
wsual one of practice, and keeping guard over | of becoming mutually acquainted with one another,
one's collaquial speech, and an endeavor to and learning to value at their true worth those
speak  with puarity and  correctness in one's | qualities in others which attracted affection, as well
daily intercourse.  Not uncommonly the fault | as those which commanded respect. 1o the course
of obscurity was due to the fact that the speaker, of his remarks the President paid a deserved tribute
not having pired the power of watching [ to the two professors who were soon to lay
over his  words, used words which actually | aside their harness after so long and so successfal a
conveyed an idea widely different from that | career in the spheres in which they had laboured
he intended to convey, or it might arise from | (loud applause). The President was good enough
defect, when words were left out that were essen- | to refer to ourselves and give us the encourage-
tinl to the meaning of the clanse | or from bad ar- |ment that Tur Warre axp Brue would, if one
rangement, when the speaker forgot the construe- | might judge from the numbers that have already
tion with which he began his sentence ‘It s my | appeared, prove a valuable vehicle of academ
futy s evening when we are all so pleasantly | news we! an organ of undergraduate opinion
met together, 1 rise to move,” etc, (laughter); or | The president closed his address by strongly vin-
a when words connected in sense are discon- | dicating the loyalty of the alumni of the University
nected 1w construction, as in the well-known ad- | to their Alma Mater, and of Canadians to their
vertisement * Wanted a young man to take charge | own country, and to the Hiitish Empire, in which
of aspan of horses of a religions turn of mind " | latter respect the inscription on the monument in
(lond laughter).  The cure for this vice of obscur- | the park, and the memonial window in Convocation
ity was ensy to point out, but not so easy to apply. | Hall, were the proofs.  (Load applause.)
Perspicuity, like elegance, is only ned by con THE DEBATE
stant practice, until it has become a habit, asecond | After a reading by Mr. Geo. Acheson the
nature,  You must not, however, inflict on your | question *Was the existence of parties a benefit 1o
friends and relatives long set speeches; or you | the state?, was gone on with. The affirmative was
would be shunned by all mankind.  Kather assidu- | maintained by Mr, Johnston and Mr. Herridge
ously practice original composition, and the careful | and the negative by Mr. McGrogor and Mr. Shortt
reading of authors that prescribed in the curri- | All the speeches were good ones, that of Mr, Her.
culiwm.  The habit should be ealtivated of nsing | ridge being especially a brilliany effort




