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March 17, 1910,

FARM AND

DAIRY

Agriculture in Nova Scotia*

E. S Ar hibald, B. 8. A., Truro.

As a province we realize the need
of agricultural advancement in every
branch. Probably the greatest need is
agricultural education, and 1 assure
you that the work of the Canadian
Beed Growers' Association is very ma-
terially aiding us in the solution of
this problem. Not in the advance-
ment of seed interests alone, but also
in other matters, is this association
demonstrating the advantages of mod-
ern farm practices, such as shorter
rotation of crops, superior tillage, the
handling of fertilizers and allied prol-
lems.

The question of drainage is ex-
tremely important with us, and the
action of the N.S. Government along
this line might come under the cate-
gory of experiments. We have pur-
chased a drainage machine and pro-
pose for the coming year to survey
and dig drains for farmers at nominal
prices, in order to stimulate this much
needed operation. There is also pro-
posed a loan to farmers, who desire
underdrainage, yet who cannot find
ready cash for the same. This as yet
has not materialized, but in general
outline is similar to that of tﬁe On-
tario Government, and promises well,

CROP IMPROVEMENT.

All these problems must be consid-
ered in order to form a solid founda-
tion, and maximum returns from
branches, such as seed improvement.
The interest taken in crop improve-
ment is growing rapidly. To illus-
trate: At the Short Course of 1906
the seed classes were poorly attended,
while in the past two years they were
the most popular of all classes, Live
Stock included. This growing inter-
est is due largely to the stimulus giv-
en by the C. 8. G , together with
nid received from the Ontario Agri-
cultural College, Macdonald College
and the Central Experimental Farm,
Ottawa. 1 wouid like to call particu-
lar attention to our Maritime Seed
Inspector, Mr. 8. J. Moore, who in
his routine of seed inspection, as well
as seed fairs, farmers' meetings, otc.,
has had a marked influence on the
rapid progress of improved seed in
Nova Scotia.

As there was a strong demand from
our farmers for greater attention. to
variety tests, registered seed, fertil-
izer tests and the like, our department
deemed it advisable to CArTy on ex-
periments on a larger scale. For the
yoar 1909 I wag given charge of the
same. The results, even as one year's
records, bring out many interesting
and valuable facts. In the 18 vari-
eties of oats tested in one-hundredth
acre plots, the leading variety was the
Early Blossom, which yielded over 64
bushels to the acre. The seed of this
was registered by and obtained from
Mr. Donald Innis, Tobique River, N.
B, who is a very prominent worker
in the C. 8. G. A The variety stand-
ing third in this list was the Black
Tartarian, at 45 buahels per acre.
This also being from a member of the
C. 8. G. A. In fact, the sevon lead-
ing varieties were all from seed
which had Leen hand selected for sev-
eral years. This is certainly a stron,

wJecommendation to the farmers of

Nova Bcotin in obtaining not only

pure seed, but also varieties suitable

to their conditions, and from hand

selected stock. Other experiments

made with oats were re rates of seed-
ing and continuous selection
RATES OF SEEDING,

Amongst the farmers of our prov-
ince there is a wide variation in rates
of seeding of oats, varying from two
to six bushels per acre. Although the
season of 1009 was not advantageous
for the stooling of oats, yet banner
oats seeded at the rate of two bush-
els per acre, gave the heaviest yields;

*Part of a paper resd at the recent
annual meeting of the 0. 8. G. A, Ot
tawa, Ont.
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at the same time, maturing grain, |
which weighed heavier per bushel.
and gave a lower percentage of hull
I would like to hear the experience of
Profs. Zavits, Klinck and others re- |
garding the relationship between rates |
of seeding and date of mulm’lt),‘
weight per bushel and percentage
hull. The questions of weight per
bushel, and hull content, are compar-
atively new to our farmers, bhut they
are grasping the importance of the
sume, and already we can see good re-
sults. Mr. Harry Brown of Wallace
Bay, who is a member of the C. 8.
G. A., has already done considerable
valuable work in the selection from
his breeding plot of Banner oats,
plants whica mature earlier, are thin.
ner of hull and weigh heavy per meas-
ured Lushel.
BIX BUSBHELS PER ACRE MORE. |
We also conducted an experiment |
regarding the comparative yield of |
heavy versus light seed, as it came |
from a first-class grain grader and
fanner. As a one year's test, this was |
very satisfactory. The yield from the |
heavy plump seed averaging six bush.
els per acre over the others. I have
also made a hand selection of Banner
oats, sufficient for quarter acre plot,
during the coming year. Our farm. |
ers are also very much interested in
variety such as Regenerated Abun- |
dance, Regenerated Tartar King and |
other varieties put out by the Garton
Seed Company. We propose testing
some of these varieties, i quarter |
acre plots, during the coming season.
We also tested varieties of barley,
with very good success. This is a
crop which needs promotion in our |
province, there being only 10,600 |
acres during the season 1909, averag- |
ing 23 bushels per acre. The two.|
rowed varieties are by far the most
commonly grown, but T think for the
average districts a good six-rowed va-
riety would give far greater yields. |
For the past year on plots the Oder-
brucker led with 58 bushels per acre,
while our best two-rowed variety, | e
Duckbill, yielded only 12)4 Lushels.

SEPARATOR
MISTAKES

Good men have made bad mistakes
in a “Separator” way. Rectify at
once by trading in the mistakes,
on the

DE LAVAL
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' Separators
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Farm Accounting |

A simple, convenient and practical
way of showing the gains and losses |
of the year's work on the farm is some- |
thing that every farmer who keeps, or |
should keep, accounta, is in quest of. |
The Farmer's Record Book is designed |
to meet this need. With it accounts|
are simple and easily understood. |
Specimen accounts are given and its|
Pages are gotten up in such a way
that if records are kept, it would be|
an easy matter to know whether the |
farm is paying in every department or
whether somo branch of work is being |
carried on at a loss. |

The accounts in the Farmer's Re-
cord Book are so arranged as to in-
clude all branches of farm work ; extra
Pages are provided in case individuals
should require further divisions for
any special accounting. In addition
to the ruled space for accounting, |
instruction is ziven on how to keep |
farm accounts A compendium of use- |
ful information is also featured, this |
including rules for farmers, tables of
weights and measures, and many facts |
worth knowing such as formulae for |
mixing fungicides and how to apply
them.

This Farmer's Record Book consist-
ing of 50 pages, is bound in red cloth,
It is given free for one renewal or
for one new subscription to Farm and
Dairy. Those who are in need of a
farm account book and all those who
heretofore have found farm hook keep-
ing to be too intricate for them to
carry on, should not miss this oppor-
tunity to secure The Farmer's Re-
cord Book, free, under the conditions
named above.

DON'T PUT OFF
8eeing your friends and having them
Join In for a olub of subsoribers to |\

Do You Know How
You Stand?

Many farmers never know where they stand at the end
of the year, whether they have made money or not? They
do not keep any record of their farming operations from one
year to another. Are you one of this class of farmers?

If So, Why So?

You can easily keep the best possible record of your
financial operations, as well as a record of all crops, etc., by
using one of Farm and Dairy's Record Books? These books
are free, absolutely, in return for only one new Subscription
to Farm and Dairy. Some one farmer in your neigh-
borhood does not take Farm and Dairy. Get him to sub-
scribe to-day. Secure a record book free for him, and also
one for yourself as a premium. Tell him he will get the
Record Book ‘also. We will send free, one book to you and
one book to the new subscriber whose name you send us.
Our supply of these Record Books is limited. Better send
in new subscription to-day.

Address :

CIRCULATION MANAGER,

FARM AND DAIRY

PETERBORO, ONT.
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