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B 1IN
S THE Sun
On Thumbs

HUMBS have not had a large
T place In our polite lterature. In

fact they have been shamefully
neglected. And like the brave old
tinpot knights who used to fare forth
on quests of derring do, rapping rich
old monks and barons over their aris
tocratic pates and dividi_g their spoils
with the down trodden yeomanry, I

am herewith coming out in defence of

thumbs

Were I a real novelist [ would write
on fingers, not thumbs. They always
do. Every heroine in the novels you
may find in my lady’s work basket has
long tapering fingers. The hero usu-
ally has square, honest fingers, but
even they may taper if he be artistic
At any rate they are strong, and on
occasion they can fix themselves like
traps of steel on the throat of the

villain. Yes, even the villain has
fingers, though they do twitch, to
be sure

Oh, everyone In & story has fingers.
Put thumbs? Lord love you, whoever
peard of thumbs In a novel? For
aught we know to the contrary book
folks are a thumbless race. True,
thumbe crop out in detective stories in
order that they may leave prints on
fhe freshly “busted” safe or that Sher-
jock Holmes may deduce from the
erook’s in-turning thumbs his thieving
propensities. They are also used by
W.C T. U, writers as sign boards on
which employees fipd clgarette stains,
previous to denying the prospective
clerk the desirable clerkship. But
hese two exceptions merely prove the
rule, that thumbs are not desirable In
the anatomy of & “character.”

But, despite the slights which have
been heaped upon thumbs by our
writers, they are tremondously useful
appendages. 1 can speak with author
ity, not to mention feeling on this
wubject, for last week I cut the thumb
on my right hand and had to carry it
in & sling. It was then that I ‘found
out how useless would be a thumblese
farmhand. For Instance, you have
often heard people speak of screwing
anut on (o & bolt with their fingers.
Try (his for yourself and you will see
what an important part is played by
the thumb. Try putting & new tire on
the Ford, with your thumb acting as a
mere spectator, or try opening & sack
of gluten feed, or untie & “hard knot”
with your “fingers.” You will Ukely
decide that it's not so bad to cut a
finger. You have plenty of others to
ke its place while It ronvalesces,
but & thumb is different. An absent
thumb i= like the vacant chair which
never, etc. | will admit that & taumb
Is not built for style, but it's awfully
haady-—for it is set opposite to the

tingers

There's the point. It is opposite.
Do not imagine that 1 can see no good
polots In fingers. I bave the highest
respect for them. While a handful of
fingers 1s not up to much if your
thumb is out of order, on ‘the other
band, you might have & dozen thumbs
and if your hand were fingeriess, you
would be in a sorry plight indeed. Both
have their place, and thelr place is op-
posite each other,

Have you ever noticed how quickly
4 tree in felled by two choppers, one
right and one left-handed? They get
along well because their gifts are op-
posed. The same la true of friends.
In looking over my little circle of in-
Umate triends, I find that théy possess
many characteristics In common. I
find also that those characteristics are
Bt to be found in my makeup. In fact,
In almost every instance my friends
Are my opposites. They see the more

they

Teader, an homely as & rail fence.
Il not that oue  deliberately
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We Buy Cream and what's more important We Pay for It

We again solicit the patronage of
both old and new shippers for the
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319 Sparks St., Ottawa

Peck, Kerr & McElderry

Barristers, Solicitors, ete.
415 Water St., Peterborough
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WE WANT YOURS
We are the largest manufacturers of creamery
butter hl}"lnh"; Ontario.

WE FURNISH CANS
PROFITABLE PRICES PROMPTLY PAID.

BELLEVILLE CREAMERY, Limited
. - Belleville, Ont.

He is a good farmer—he reads =
118 Front Street |

Farm and Dairy regularly.

Stop the Leaks in
Your Farm Profits

Our book “What the Farmer can dowith Concrete"

is agreat help to farmers, Many a farmer has

told us that advice contained in it has helped

him stop the leaksin his farm profit and has put hundreds
of dollars into his pocket.

Concrete is a big factor in successful farming. Consider
your own farm—the leaks it is suffering from, and how
concrete stops these leaks,
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stopped. of concrete.

Your Feeding Floor should be built of comerete—mud or wood
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yOu use concrete,

3 You mond (ks 100 page booh, that anpluins (n dosr, longuage ol shont
Comareta. Wik & you cam bulld aupibing from « woiwing Wrough o &
s, Send your wawe wwd

[
4
|




