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A week ago, "the street" had it that set- 
■teel-Ceel tlement of Steel-Coal matters was close 

Any change in the tariff police of the I at hand, on the basis of continuation
t Tniteil Slates must always he" of eon- of the old contract and abandonment of

Canadians, al- Steel Company’s claims for other than past damages.
moue., u.c ..... .. s...... .. ............  ......... came word that the Steel Company s prest-

•mvthing that Congress can do tn tins con- dent declined to sign the tentative agreement unless 
licet ton k could be regarded as of vital in- assurances were first given that the C oal C ompany 
tm-st to the Dominion. Canada is now com- would at once pay over the excess price which tno 
mcrcially indc|xmdcnt, thanks largely to the Steel Company has paid for coal purchased since 
unfriendly policy of American statesmen in n)ofi—leaving the remaining claims of the company 
the past, forcing it to work out its own commercial tl> tie ascertained by the referee appointed lie the 
salvation. The general trend of the Bayne bill is in Xova Scotia court. To this, the Coal Company rc 
the direction of tariff reduction and discrimination, plied with an offer of $.>,500,000 cash, as payment on 

Certain clauses are frankly and manifestly intended account of amounts claimed, on the understanding 
to bring pressure to bear on Canaria, but it seems ,jiat any unpaid balance should be recovered upon 
to he generally recognized in the press of the United fmal adjudication. Next, the Steel Company s pre- 
States, that the experiment is so belated that it is a I sident announced that this offer would not u 
forlorn hope. There is not the slightest danger to- accepted. Later came the statement of the 1 
day of Canada placing all its eggs in one basket, and I Uomjiany's president at yesterday s annual mee- 
1 hen entrusting the holding of the basket to the jug, to the effect that a larger cash payment, a y 
United States Congress. Wood pulp and hitumin- s„me negotiations, had been agreed upon—the - tee 

ial promise to give rise to a big light at Wash- Company having agreed to furnish an itcimzvi 
ington, because there arc very diverse and conflicting statement of its claims.
interests to be reconciled. These the hill proposes And now—latest to date—conies , .
to admit free from Canada on condition that Canada nH.nt that the only issue stall pending ls ,wl " n'h‘ . 
imposes no export duties on them, admits them free I to tiu. particulars of the Steel Company s ”
of customs dues and generally accords to the United j„g from short deliveries of coal and t ie s 1 y g
States most favoured nation treatment. It will be ,]own „f its works in - l«ycrf>. Settlement su •
the duty of Parliament to consider each of these |,a„d. ’Tis a consummation most devoutly to
questions in a friendly spirit, but purely 011 its own wished, for the sake of the country s genera > 
intrinsic merits front the point of view of Canadian I „css good. .
interests. The wood pulp question is of vital ini- I There is no particular reason why
portance to Canada, as well as to the United States. I The German the whole llritish Empire should om
They have the larger market, but we have the larger Wer Scare. its head over the C.erman war scare,
supply, although none too large lor the probable de- which we suspect has been nitention-
,nantis of the early future. Our forests are still the a„ a|1(1 ]>vr|la|is justifiably exaggerated with a view 
greatest source of natural wealth in the Dominion. U) jinpressing the llritish tax-payer with a due sense 
and we have an unquestioned right to utilise them I ()f lb(, importance of putting the Englishman s 101m 
to our own best national advantage. In this matter jn a state o( defence. But, nevertheless, the occa- 
of all others, it will be wise not to enter into any sjo|1 is one to which the Colonies should rise, l lien 
bargain that will tie hands for any long period of has bcen a strong feeling in Canada for some years 
time. All over the continent, the forests are being lhat thc Dominion should contribute something to
rapidly depleted and the demand for paper is increas (,)c ,|cfcnce „f the Empire. The suggestion that
ing at a prodigious rate. Our motto should be the Vanada shouia pay for one or more Dreatlnougms
Canadian Forests for Canadians, and we shall be js wc think> verv timely and appropriate, inert 1
shortsighted if we allow this principle to be lost an opportunUy to Jo a patriotic thing graiumy
sight of for any other considerations. I alll| without offence to anybody.

The Hon. Mr. Taschereau has The Directors of the Nova Scotia
Employers1 Liability, introduced into the (juebec Hose Scotle Steel Steel & Coal Co. have issued a 

Legislature, a Workmen's .«a coel. circular slating that they have
Compi-nsation Bill, one of those measures that so under consideration the
liianv legislatures have recently passed, hut which ganization of the finances of the Company, 
have not proved altogether satisfactory in their llot jK. able to report to the shareholders 1 1 *IK‘ 31* 
practical operation. From the details published, it (|| AIarch, the date fixed for the annual nu t ling, 
would appear to provnde for an indemnity of not less v,t.w nf this fact, and in order that a comp t t rtp<> 
than $1.000 and not more than $2.000 in every fatal mav f„rnished to the shareholders at the earnest 
case in which the death is not caused by the victim s ^il||r moment after the filans of the Directors an 
own wilful fault. For permanent and absolute in- matlirv(|, it fias been decided to adjourn t ie annua
ca]Kavitv, the victim is to receive a rent equal to halt n)eetinir from the 31st of March to the 20 1 <• 1 . •
his wages. The annual meeting advertised to ta 1 I' 1

The growth of New York is hr , u( varch. will be convened but will 
T.rlu strikingly illustrated by the lran^iet a11v business other than to adjourn.

fact that it is now in contemjila- q>hc British House id Commons has
tion to sjiend $soo,o<xi,(xx) in providing transport»- Adelt g,,*,»*., amused itself, and at the same time 
lion facilities of one kind and another for the lug t itsv|| „„ record, bv passing the
city. Alxiut $4oo,(xx.,otxi ts intended for tunnels ^ ^ rea(li a bill to confer the franchise on 
and subways and it is proposedI to s|vend $8o,ixx .- women over twenty-one years of ag<.
(xx, on a system of underground moving sidewalks, all men amt w
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