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tions goodly o nambers. Goodly
too in looks, as became su fine an editice.  For
St. John's was truly a trivmph of its architeet.
Its interior was beantiful and snpressive, with
its dim, religions lights the subdued gloey of
sunbeams sifted in through glass o crun-on,
pearl, amber, purple and emerald; there were flae
fescoes, elaborate carvings of odk and walnut;
rich carpets were soft to the feet and overhicad
at nightfall hung ghttering branches Joaded
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was little wonder that at she time of service Ve
pews were filled with the rustle of silk and s
the soft warmth «f furs, the parple and fine
linen of those in power, '8t John's had the
cream of the town, " so it was said,  But of fate,  *
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place at St. Johu's!  Tae same people atte nded,
that is, for the most pait, but all through the
large congregation there scemel astrange, new
influence. Formerly, they had tecn comtortab iy
sleepy, or politely attentive, as the case miglht
be, but now every face was wide awake, alert,
eager, expectant, Hstening to we rds it seemed
like the trumpet-call of the capiain of the Lod
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Christ, the crucified one, the living Clirist, the And it's mesill that'l
loving Christ, the pleading Christ!  He revealed
to his people the Christ-power, the divinity
which might be added to each lif:, the broadness
of Christian living, the supreme, the all absorbing
happiness of working in accord with the Master.

Up from the sordid, idle lives; up from the
maelsteom of trade and barter, fashion and the
mockery of social success—up into the clear,
pure air of love and sacrifice, broad sympathies
and patient helpfulness!

There may have been discouragements along
the way, but Mr. Leouard did not heed them;
*'he hurried through the low-lands that he might
breathe the pure air of the hill tops.””  Success
crowned his labors, because, never doubting the 1
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tavkittle on little Nora Ellen!  What's made the
change in the leddy, I'm sure T can’t tell, but
I'm sure that the comin’ of that dear httle crea
tur Caroline has had something to do with it!"

Miss Spooler nodded assent.

“Ves. that was the beginning; 'twas like the
spring sunlight melting away the frost. And
s times it seems to me that when the Lord
wonts to do some extra good in this world he
makes use of a little child to help him 2"
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Abowt two conturies had now ¢lapsed since the
eongrest of Pabe Scver jndges had guted
over fsraet, dnclu ting Dciimic!, Bbud, Barak aod
Peborai, Following the oppression from which
Dehoral Mt delivered the tsrachites, there bad
Beon a period of rest, Now, however, the
Midianites, who may be desenibed as the High-
Landers of Canaan, bw overtun 1the tweeritory of
the Israchites, and they wire in soe distress,
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Wtk the lonr of distress in which
jay find themselves, God is always
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. we are yetninded again
and wuain of the fact thar Gol raises np chosen
leaders for special etiwes, anl that these men and
areny are divinely sided to accomplisly tasks
which othetwise they wonld te powerless to do,
Cideon was such a chosen leader, divinely
he wark of freeing the Israclites from
mies wi itened thair smnihilaton,
) the Lord who summoned
t 4o place lumsc I ot the head of D countrye
men, and that there might be ne ancestainty in
Lis mind about his divine call, vanons miracnle
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A peascral must have soldiers, and Gideon®s
care, when ascuped  of his divine call,
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Same thirty two thonsand men
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Once wore, by the test, whicl was wonderfule
ty adapted o the necds of the siation, Giacon
geduced his forees, and the three hundred men,
who merely lapped the water from the brook,
wore declared to he sufficient 10 deliver the
Midianites into the bands of Israel,
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Gideon was destined to wyvercome the Aidian-
fies, not by shpenonity of  nambers, but by
greategy The nnigue weapons with which he
yrovided his follodgers were intended to deceive
the enemy into thinking that they had been sor-
yonnded by a preat host, and the flashing of the
three hundred lamps and the notse of the break.
g pitchers had precisely this desived effect,
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Cod's stratag ms never fail, and Gideon found

Cthat im et obedience to the divine comma ils
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was the road to a victary that left nothing to be
desired The host of the Midianites were
thoronghty defeated, and for forty years the land
bad rest from its enemies,
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There are many suggestions of practical value
which may be drawn from this story of Gideon's
band. Perhaps the most important lesson we
may learn from it is this, that we must use the
weapons that God directs in order to win the
victory over the hosts of sin. If we attempt to
follow our own wishes in this matter we shall
surely fall, but if we will use the weapons of
spiritual warfare indicated for us in God's mosg
holy Word, then we may confidently look for a

| victory as grand as that won by Gideon and  his

band.



