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“ Y es, mol lier," she :111s were 1, taking a fin* cloak from the 
hail rark and wrapping il about lier.

a Von sire coming with me, are you not, clearesty’’ sail 
Alan, a- lliev reaehed the outer door, and he took both her 
hands in hi-'.

“Alan.” she said, lifting her dark eye* to his face, “ 1 have 
been thinking all day in wli.it manner 1 could be*t give you 
my answer, an I I thought of no gentler way than singing it to 
you. That song was my answer, Alan dearest,

I canna leave the an Id folk now,
We’d better hide a wee.

The young man dropped her hands and turned away with 
an impatient gesture :—“ 1 might have known it," he said,
* Your love cannot hear the test of misfortune—you fear to.
1 ru-I yourself to me. Your home and your parent s are dearer 
io you than I. Your love is but a poor tiling, after all, Kva 
when compared with mine for you. 1 would go to the
• •ml of the earth for you. 1 would bear privations, hard- 
hips. bid eternal farewell I" all else I love for your sake, as I 
on doing, for it is the sooner to make a home for you that I 
tin leaving father, mother, home and friends, and now you re­
fuse to accompany me.”

“ Now. Alan, you are unreasonable,” answered the girl. 
••I)id I follow the dictates of my heart I would go with you 
anywhere, oh, so gladly ! The possibility of poverty or liard- 
-hip should not frighten me, but my duty lies here. Had I 
brothers or si-tvrs it would lie «piite different ; but my parents 
have no one but me. They have not iullueneed me, they have 
not exvn advised me, tliuv have let me use my own judgment. 
Ah. Alan, it went to my heart just now to see them looking at 
me so wistfully, for they do not even know what answer 1 am 
•_ ix ing you."

•• Ilut. Kva, surely vou owe me some allegiance. You are. 
nix- proini od wife mid xvc xvere to lie married in a lew months. 
I'.very father and mother mii.st part xx iili their daughter when 
a husband claims Iter. If we were married you should come.”

“ I know, Alan, but the ease would be «piite different 
tin'll.”

“ I low ?"


