
THE MASTER-WORD /.V MEDICINE

of medicine is an art, not a trade, a calling, not a 
business, a calling in which your heart will be 
exercised equally with your head. Often the best 
part of your work will have nothing to do with 
potions and powders, but with the exercise of an 
influence of the strong upon the weak, of the 
righteous upon the wicked, of the wise upon the 
foolish. To you as the trusted family counsellor 
the father will come with his anxieties, the mother 
with her hidden grief, the daughter with her trials 
and the son with his follies. Fully one-third of 
the work you do will be entered in other books 
than yours. Courage and cheerfulness will not 
only carry you over the rough places of life, but 
will enable you to bring comfort and help to the 
weak-hearted and will console you in the sad 
hours when, like Uncle Toby,you have “to whistle 
that you may not weep."

And the third great lesson you may learn is the 
hardest of all—that the law of the higher life is 
only fulfilled by love or charity. Many a phy
sician whose daily work is a daily round of bene
ficence will say hard things and will think hard 
thoughts of a colleague. Xo sin will so easily 
beset you as uncharitableness towards vour brother 
practitioner. So strong is the personal clement in 
the practice of medicine, and so many are the 
wagging tongues in every parish, that evil speak
ing, lying and slandering find a shining mark in


