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The wurd fimina is used tbrei- time», uud iu each imtauoe with u

touch of contempt.

iiiHKUUtii I't meiiiorubile mitiieu,, <(|>> iliviini si feirina victa ilnoniin est. —IV'., •5.

EN|ieciallv I'aiiious nre the lines .jHO and 'nO:

variiiin I't rmitiiliili' si-iii|>i-i'

f*>niiiia.

and it is remarkable that thin epifj^rammatic tling at the gentle sex

.should come from the pen of him who had .just told a fa.scinating

story of a woman's love. Virgil had a like appreciatiim of the

old and the new in literature, and this account of Kama is tribute

to the feelings <if the golden age (d" epic poetry. The scorn of

[ari)as is conceived iu this spirit, and the historic reproach of the

effeminate Phrygian is timely rcmend)ered.

{VmOid, quae noHtrie crrans in finibus url>eni

fxigiiiini pretiu jKixiiit, mi littis araniluiii

cuique luci leges ileilimuH. cuiiuliin nostra

rcppulit ai' domiiium Aenean in regna recepit

I't iiiiiuf illc I'liiii seniivirii cDinitatu,

.Maponia mentuni mitra rrincmquc madentem
Hnliiicxiis. rapt» potitiir. —IV., 211-217.

Kspecially good is the use of dominus with a sinister imidieation.

The same scorn displays itself with more restraint in the speech

of Jupiter, in the ironical descrii)tion of Aeneas superintending

the walls, and iitrain in the words of Mercurius. There is something

almost pitiful in the thought of the huge Aeneas wondering how
he could " get iinmnd " the infatiiMted (|ueeii (regiuam ambire

furentemi. Fnun Iliis point of view, old to mankind l)ut new to the

jwem. the attachnifiit tliiit the poet had described with such feeling

and insight becomes a mere unfortunate liaison (amores. 292).

Kama is more than a person ili( at ion like Flris in the Iliad. Down
to her coming the atmosphere of the poem is that of erotic poetry.

Venus is the queen of heaven. .Vfter the prayer of larlmis. Ju|)iter

is once more supreme. Aeneas shakes off delay and is all for his

mission onre more. Cupid had not left the poison in his bones.

His only care for Dido now is to spare her pain, and that he

cannot do. She was left to her fate as Circe and Calypso to their

sorrow.


