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THE HISTORY OF OUR ENGLISH SPEECH. 7

the knowledge of it spread abroad more and more
widely we are able to compare our notation with
the alphal,ets or notations of other languages

; and-what IS Htill more interesting-we are able to
give a historical account of almost every malforma-
tion or irregularity in our mode of printing our
spoken language. "

The History of the Engli.sh Language tells us.
n fact that we never had-that we never have
iK-en able to achieve anything like regularity orcommon busme.ss-like self-consi.stoncy it the way

I

''7 "!/' tT"- ^' '"^'^" ^« ^•"•"- «VH3r to this
island m the Hfth century-a poor roij^h guttural
speech in the mouths of hardy youn^ntn; and
It probably remained unwritten until the eighth
century. It hve.l in this island in .lifferent formsor dialects in different parts of the island; andthe English o the Isle of Wight no doubt differedfrom the Engl sh of the Mercians as much as hat

of Norfolk. If one dialect .?: ^vcd any ten-
^lency to coalescing with the .filers, and thusgiving a harmonious development to our En-lish
si^oech. hat tendency and that devuiopmen
v..e rudely interfered with by the irruption.:
ot the Danes, who brought with them onlyanother dialect of the same Teutonic speech-1a dialect which preferred hard gutturals, like k.to soft gutturals like g, or aspirates like cL The
;'«ec s of this disturbance might have been elimi-
nated, and some attempts at harmonious snnlUn^
made by the English scribes, had it not b^en for


