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almost any other of national or international importance But Ithmk It has l^n more rapidly overcome and changed to positive
friendship and active support than in any other instance. Sources •
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universal sources of opposition were satelites of lesser unfriendli-
nass the most serious of which was the primary attitude of the
vessel interests. The situation in this respect at the beginning
of the agitation was complicated as well as comical. Small and
old craft looked with jealousy upon any improvement tending
towards deeper draught and greater hulls. They felt that everv
enlargement of capacity relegated their lesser draughts further
into inactivity and nearer to final disuse. The owner of sailing
craft saw no reason for canals to the ocean, because he himself
could not use them without resorting to towing, which is costly.The greater steamship man, without giving the matter full con-
sideration concluded he did not wish to reach the ocean because
his vessels were not provided with surface condensers-which
are necessities in making steam from salt water-and his crewswould be seasick.
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• Sea-masters gravely asserted that an outlet from the lakeswas absolutely useless because sean^raft would never care to enterthose waters and the owners of shallow lake-craft declared thatsuch an outlet was positively dangerous to the country because
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But after the Cleveland convention vessel interests which hadbeen hostile became tolerant and those which had been indiffer-ent became friendly, having seen that the aims and plans of the IW. A. were in the direction of promoting the general welfare.'
Other unfriendly influences in the United States did not con-r^aer any item of freight except that destined to foreign ports as


