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whom the siaorameatH aro duly adHUjiistcro«i Wo firiiil.\

believe this \k\ be the'cKHstrme of tjie Brble; and, eoiiseiiuentlv.

shall found our first argument ftjr l«y 46leg«<i*>V ^P*^n it.

All, except those wlvn hold to the suceessor iV*' Hnint I'etii

.

hold that the church haH .poyirer to regulate all h^-n- intdrji4«l

aififairs as seeiheth best to herself, and nit/fct advantageous t<) thi-

cftiise^f Christianity, HO t'liat nothing beincoriwrated in h(v .

polity which is contrary to the laws of liod or the rules <»r

His Word; lu such internal organism we are to talce jnt<»

account the state of society i» which we live, the laws of tlir

by w;hich we are governed, together with all the con'-

circumstances. by which wc «rc (Surrounded. Tin; .

«S desigried for all i^ople, and hence its great Authui- '

IwHeii ulKchuKcli regulation to the Ohureti itself, subject to

tfie great ruling princij)ies wl»ich Ho has lain ^owu,: ^ that

no denoiiiinJition has a right to call another hetrodox uuh;-!*

some of the doctrines of the Bible are denied,. <i»'
^'o"'" "*' *!»•'

fundamental principles of church }>(>verunient as hiid down in .

Uod*8 Word are ignored. When we set) pi&rsons interdictinu

all but themselves, while nothing dis,tinguishch tliein froui

othersj^xqept a few inessential ptmtts of g(»VQmuiont. we h.iv*'

t« consider their religious education very defective. Thr

question being settled, as to; the right of tlie olmrcli to legii--

lateo/all points of polity, excepting thost^ cxpi'es.-^ly (Totim-U

by the word of God, it bfehoves us to enquiiV for the puwerof

legislation: Is it vested in the ministry or. in the laity, ov iu

these combined. We are strongly inclined, ro the latt.i-.

opinion> for if the clmi'ch is to legislate, and execute tli«t

iegislationj the power umt be vested jointly in the niinistn
'

anj^lnity* for the ministry are not the church, neither are thr

laity the chureh—few*\U two otynihined. Tf.^ho dftctrinc -"i

forth in the above named article be correct, no legislation r.Mi

be said to W that of the church, unless the legislative^>dy hi'

a mixed siembly • I know n^y Episcopal brethren will mott

me here, by sayitig that the restrictive rule, by which the Isiity

te^^ n tixcd
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have; tho right to >^to certain moasuros. constitute
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