
freedom of worship. Ihsuiiij^ tliat it \vii> tlit t\i.-ti)iii of the .lews to imry the wood
on wliieli the coiuleiiineil were iriuilie(l, ('oiistiuitiiie asked his mother llek'iia to

go with an Imjierial retinue to .ieriisalem and lind. if possible, the cross on whuli

.lesus Christ was crucified. IleU'na, tiien eisjlity years of aj;e. went to Jerusalem

and began her search for the true cross. Wiiih' e.xeavatiiig at " (Jolgotlia— tlio

Place of SkiilN"— the diggers came upon tlie three crosses, but tlie title lioard

bearing the inscription ".lesus of .Vazareth. King of the .lews" was lying at a

distance from the crosses and no one could tell to which one of the three it belonged.

Macarius. a I'hristiaii ]?i>ho]). who was standing near, (au-cd Ihe three crosses to

i)e rarried. one after the other, tn the bedside of ,\ worthv woman who was at the
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point of death. The woman liy the advice of Macarius placed her hand on each of

the crosses, and when she touched that on which Christ was enicilied, she was im-

mediately restored to health.

After a time Constantinc and his mother crei ted a magnificent Hasilica over

the Holy .Si'pidchre, wliicli wa« ilcstroycil by flic 'I'lirk.- in the Kith Century.

This then is the tradition Iianded down to us from the early centuries. It may
or may not be true.

BiitTii OF TiiF, Cross.

Let us now, before we deal with the Swastika and the commanding symbolism

of the cross among the vetr remote nations of antiquity, glance at the position the

cross fills in tln' liiblc. and possibly trace the origin and the conspicuous position

it occupies in the iconography (i.e. images, pictures, etc., of ancient arts and

religions) of the early races in the old world and in the new.


