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some friends, who soon spread the glad tidings, and

planters, near and far, had come to Mulberry

Grove to see it. ITie machine was of very simple

construction; any blacksmith or wheelwright,

knowing the principle of the design, could make

one. Even before Whitney could obtain his patent,

cotton gins based on his were being manufactured

and used.

Whitney received his patent in March, 1794, and

entered on his new work with enthusiasm. His

partner, Phineas Miller, was a cultivated New Eng-

land gentleman, a graduate of Yale College, who,

like Whitney, had sought his fortune as a teacher

in the South. He had been a tutor in the Greene

household and on General Greene's death had

taken over the management of his estates. He
afterwards married Mrs. Greene. The partners

decided to manufacture the machines in New
Haven, Whitney to give his time to the production.

Miller to furnish the capital and attend to the

firm's interests in the South.

At the outset the partners blundered seriously in

their plan for commercializing the invention. They

planned to buy seed cotton and clean it themselves;

also to clean cotton for the planters on the familiar

toll system, as in grinding grain, taking a toll of
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